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more moment to absorb their atten-
tion

SEASON OF GRIEF

napoleon 1I had placed his foot
upon the rest of europe and was
graspingaaping at the crown of 81 alufengland1 glaud selecting the weaker of her
two enemies attempted to save the
scepter of charles IV and sent gold
and troops into the peninsula mi
randa dis heartened and bewildered
penniless and friendless lived a
lonesomejon esome life in the coffee houses
and low resorts in london the
lover of an empress was glad of any
breakfast he could get in the mean-
time simon bolivar a young man
of 24 years whose family had been
intimate with that of miranda in
caracas although he was little more
than half the latbatters age having
completed his education was travel-
ing through europe he met the
distressed patriot in london and
sympathizing with his opinions and
plans furnished him funds from his
own well filled purse and the two
together attempted to excite an in-
terest in the affairs of their country
among the british statesmen and
soldiers

independence AT LAST

in the meantime the cause of lib-
erty had been gaining ground in
venezuela and nearly all the citi-
zens of prominence belonged to re-
publican clubs when napoleon
made his brother joseph king of
spain they refused their allegiance
and although they had suffered
terribly under the despotism of
charles V declared in favor of the
dynasty on april 19 1810 the
french governor of the colony was
compelled to abdicate it was a
national feast day and all the citi-
zens were in the streets As the
governor returned to his palace the
old structure I1 have described he
was met at the entrance by a mob
that filled the house conducted to
the council chamber and then
given his choice between abdication
and death resignedhe signed the renunci-
ation of power that had been pre-
pared for him and sought refuge on
a french man of war then lying in
the harbor at la guayragudyra A JunjuntatalI
or committee of citizens was selected
to administer the government and
continued to exercise authority until
JBbolivarolivar arrived from england with
miranda when the latter was pro-
claimed general lnin chief of the
armies of venezuela and provisional
president of the republic in a few
short months he had emerged fromfroin
the most distressing situation of hisbis
life to enjoy the summit of his am-
bition as it is always darkest just
before dawn but a little more than
a year later miranda was a prisoner
in the hands of the spanish be-
trayed by those who had been his
warmest friends

SIMON BOLIVAR AS A COLONEL

the king of spain sent over an
armmandarmy and a fleet under the com-
mand of general Monti verde to
bring the rebels to terms miranda
was at the head of the revolutionary
army and Bovilar then only 26
years old ranking as a colonel was
in command of the most important

fortress of the country in the harbor
of puerto cabello with a slender
garrison and 1200 prisoners in-
cluding most of the former offi-
cials ofatthethe colonial government and
the officers of the colonial troops
unfortunately for him and for his
country a mutiny occurred the
prisoners were released and tbohp for-
tress with nearly all the munitions
of war upon which the patriots were
depending fell into the hands of the
spaniards bolivar escaped how-
ever and fled to the estates of his
family at san matteo

the spaniards thus reinforced and
amply supplied with arms and am-
munition met miranda in battle on
the plain beyond victoria and com-
pelled him to sign a treaty of capitu-
lation in which the sovereignty of
spain was recognized
CARACAS DESTROYED BY earth-

quake
then came the terrible earthquake

which destroyed the city of caracas
and lives A whole regiment
of the patriotic army was buried
beneath the ruins of their barracks
and many of the men who had been
foremost in the republican move-
ment were also slain the priests
who frontfrom the beginning had op-
posed the revolution and adhered to
the Sspanish11

1 h government pro-
nouncedbounce the calamity a visitation of
god and the doom of the city the
just judgment of heaven upon the
unpardonable crime of rebellion
against the king the lords an
anointedted

these two great disasters demoral-
ized the patriots completely and a
bitter controversy arose between
bolivar and Miramirandafida the latter
held his young aid responsible not
only for the loss of the fortress at
puerto cabello but also for the de-
feat at victoria aa a natural conse-
quence while bolivar accused his
commander of treason to the repub-
lic in signing articles of surrender
which recognized the sovereignty of
the spanish king the feud ended
by bolivardBo livars denouncing miranda to
the Sispanishanish commander on the

of july 1812 miranda was ar-
rested at la guayragudyra

when bolivar liberated peru from
the yoke of the spaniards a
banner hung in the cathedral at
lima over the rusty bones of pi-
zarro and its captors divided it in
two partsI1arts one half was given to
the liberator who brought it to
caracas and the other to gen sucre
one of the noblest heroes of the
revolution who presented it to the
national museum at his native city
of bogota where it still remains

there are other interesting me-
mentoes here also a rude painting
of the humble house in which boli-
var died and an original portrait of
him made in paris when he was
very young there is also the ever
present full length picture of guz
man blanco in a resplendent uni-
form and several handsomely en-
grossed and illuminated memorials
which have from time to time been
presented to him by the citizens of
venezuela in which his glories
and his virtues are set forth in
high sounding verbs and lurid
adjectives

THE OFFICIAL BRIDAL CHAMBER

on the large table in the center of
the room is the official marriage
register of the city for here all the
civil ceremonies are performed
for many years the civil rite of ma-
trimony has alone been recognized
as legal by the government of
venezuela although most of the
people go afterward to the church
and have the marriage sanctified by
the priest the governor of the
district the judges of the courts the
justices of the peace and some other
magistrates are authorized to per-
form the ceremony but all the
weddings must take place in this
room and the contract must be
signed here in the presence of the
parents of the couple or other com-
petent witnesses before the cere-
mony is performed a license must be
obtained from the registrar of the
city who occupies an adjoining
room and a notice to that effect
must be posted for ten days in a
public place just outside the
entrance to the building therefore
is a bulletin board upon which the
matrimonial intentions of the people
of the caracas are made known and
those who passpaes along the street in-
variably stop to inspect it in order
to see who of their friends are ex-
pecting to be 11 hitched

when the ten days are up the
bridal party come here clad in
brigt array accompanied by their
friends take the vows and sign the
contract then they go to the
church the favorite time for wed-
dings is at 9 in the morning
or in the early evening about dusk
and there is usually a crowd of
curious people about the door wait-
ing to see the ceremony h does
not differ materially from that in
vogue in the united states and is
exactly like that used by the civil
magistrates of france the gover-
nor or the judjudgee or whoever hap-
pens to be on fandhand to do the busi-
ness first reads the law to the
candidates for matrimony then
he reads the license which has been
previously issued this sets forth
the age nativity and occupation of
the parties with some other statisti-
cal information and declares that
there is no legal impediment in the
way of the union to the facts
stated both the bride and the groom
have to make oath Jqs well as the
parents if they happenhaplin to have any
and the witnesses selected by them
after this formula has been finished
the judge takes the bride aside and
abkes if she is entering into this
business of her own freewill and
accord and if any compulsion has
been exercised to influence her if
she says no hebe abkes the same
question of the groom thus giving
him a chance to cragicrawl out if he de-
sires then the couple are com-
manded to stand up and clasp their
right hands jose francisco is
made to repeat after the judge a9
formula in which he declares that
he takes maria conception to be
his beloved wife to have and to
hold etc and maria conception in
a similar manner accepts jose franc-
isco as her beloved husband to an
equal extent and under the same
conditions until death do them part

als


