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WE are met here to-day, as we fre-
quently have to do, to %my_ the_last
tribute of respect to the departed
dead., Time with all its ehanges
and mutations brings us face to face
- very frequently. with the Kind of:
thing that is now presenfed. before
~us.. We come into the world, we
strugele a little while with the af-
- fairs incident to human nature, and
by and by the struggles of the pre-
sent are over, The weary wheels of
life stand still and we go into an-
other state of existance, As wise,
Erudent and intelligent men it be-

ooves us really to comprehend the
- true position we occupy in relation
to the past, in relation to the pre-
- Ee:ét, n; well ?slto the t‘uturﬁ-iJ <
ing of the t, we all of us
hﬂ.‘!-‘gfgnd gur id&aapistyéut a pre-ex-
is
Father of the spirits of all flesh, not
ouly of those that fear Him, but of
those who do not fear Him,and who
- disobey His laws. He is the father
of the spirits of all, and as is spoken
of in the Scriptures, “We are His
offspring”™ and emanated from Him.
We came into this world to attend
to eertain things which are designed
by the Almighty and which in the
programme of the Lord it was ne-
cessary that we should take our part
in. We had very little to do with our
coming here; all things move along
naturally. But we have something
to do, however, with our affairs
while we are here, in a state of pro-
bation. But about our leaving, in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred,
or more than that even, we have
little to do with it. .

There are certain inscrutable pur-
poses associated with the divine pro-
gramme which men generally do
not comprehend, We know a very
little of the world in which we live,
and of its inhabitants. But what

how little do we know in rela-
tion to the past, or in regard to any-
thing pertaining to the future? Who
can comprehend the parposes of God
_pertaining to the organization of the
earth, say to commence with, and

ing of it, or in regnrd to the position
of the nations and their destiny; or
in regard to the world itself and the
various changes yet to transpire up-
on it. And then, who of us knows
anything definite pertaining to our-
selves, or about the impulses by
which we are governed and actuated,
or of the ers of darkness, or the
powers of light, as the ease may be,
with . which . we are surrounded?
How many of us comprehend these
things? Very few indeed. It is the’
design of God, as I understand it, in
our coming here, to give unto us
bodies, that the spirits that were
fore” might havetiberna- |
~ nacles wherein they might live and
exist, and move and aect, as corpo-
real’ substanees; -if you pleasej and
that according to eertain inscrutable
- Jaws of God pertaining to the hu-
man family and the future destiny
- of man,and the world in which we
“Hive; that through' the union of the
body and gpirit, and ' their obedience
to certain dgws which the great
Eloheim has given for the guidance
of"Hizpeople,: that they might be
more exalted, more dignified, more
glorious than it would be possible|
for them to be had they .not come
here t0 sojourn in these tabernacles,
and combat with the varions evils
to which flesh is heir. |
Under these circumstances, from
time to time He has made Kfhown
His will to men. He has in differ-|
ent ages raised up men with whom
He comimunicated and to whom He
revealed His will; and under certain
circumstances to whom He commit-
ted His Jaw, and He has made them
His mouthpiece to the human fami-
ly and through them has rewealed
life and its principles; and has un-
veiled the heavens and given man a
knowledge of the future, and has
shown His condemnation,or evinced
His hatred to evil and iniquity of
every kind, and has Hhewnlﬁlruugh
them the evil eifects of pursuing this
course, 'These men, in the different
ages in . which they livefwamed
the people and the nations in regard
to evil,and have tried to incite them
to good, and held out to them the
principle of lives, eternal lives here-
after to be obtained in the celestial,
terrestrial or telestial kyums.
pringiples,

These men and these
which have been introduced by the |

| the various peop

with this a spirit of antagonism to
God, to virtue, to truth, to purity, to
holiness, and to those principles that
were caal::u!ated to elevate and exalt
humanity through time and through

the eternities that are to come.

{ Thus two influences have been at

work among the nations and among
les of the earth, in
the ‘different ages: Sometimes it
seems mysterious to the human
family that things should be as they
have been. They do 'not compre-
hend the meaning or the purposes
or designs or even the law of God;
in-fact some of these laws have not
been made’ known generally to
mankind. Permit me to say there
are eternal Jaws that exist with the
Godsg in the eternal worlds,and from
which they cannot depart, and to
which they are bound in all their
acts; I was going to say as we are;
but I will say not as we are, but as
we ought to be, subject to the law of
God in all our acts, and that it is ab-
solutely necessary that men sheuld
be placed in a state of trial,in a'state
of probation. It was just as necessa-
ry that Satan, if you please, should
exercise his power as that God should
exercise His. This is a thing that is
not always understood by men, and,
Ain fact, they understand very little
about it. We are told, however,
that ““It must needs be that there is
an opposition in all things:” good and
evil, light and darkness, happiness
and misery, corruption and in¢orrup-

| tion, life and death, heaven and

hell,

We talk about a futurity and about
heaven, of which men have certain
vague ideas. Sowme think heaven is
beyond the bounds of time and

space. It is a Kind of poetie thought,

which sounds very well; but where
is such a place? When we reflect
upon it in our sober moments, we
naturally conclude that it.is no-
where, But men have entertained
singular notions and ideas pertaining
fo the future, many of which have
been . erratic, - foolish and’ ignorant;
and the- fact is, it is impossible for
man, unaided by the revelations of
God, to comprehend anything about
Him. Job says: “Canst thou by
searching find out God? Canst thou
find out the Almighty unto perfec-
tion? Itis as bigh as heaven; what
canst thou do? deeper than hell,
what canst thou know?”

We are told emphatically that no
man knows the things of God but by
the Spiritof God. And how are they
to become acquainted with these
things, unless they are in possession
of that light and that spirit which
is eapable of imparting to them that
intelligence? A knowledge of God
is out of the ken of uninspired hu-
manity. Who can draw aside the
vail of the invisible world? Who
can penetrate into the future and
look, as some men have, through the
dark vista of future ages and see the

of God rollon with all their
majesty and glory to consummation;
of which, they nor we, nor anybody
can know anything  about, ex-
"cept by and under the influence of
‘that spirit? They cannot know it;it
is out of their reach. . |

Well, what then in regard to the
things of men? We see men bick-
ering and' quarreling over religious
matters, over things really that they
know nothing about, and that they
are just as ignorant of as babies are.
They contend about certain princi-
ples, dogmas and theories, and get
up debates about them, ofttimes
causing trouble  in families, and
neighborhoods; often persecuting
one another and even putting one
another to death concerning things
that they know nothingabout them-
selves. This isall very foolish.

How does God feel towards the
human family?  He feels that they
are his chjildren.. What, all?> Yes;
the white, the black, the red, the,
Jew, the Gentile, the heathen, the
Christian and all classes and grades
of men; he feels interested in all, he
has done so from the beginning, and
will continue to do so to the end. He

will do all that lies in his power for |

the benefif, blessing and exaltation
of the human family, both in time
and in eternity, consonant with those
laws and those eternal principles
that I have referred to; from which
He himself cannot deviate. We
sometimes get up feelings about par-
ties that do not think as we do, and

| do not believe as we do, and we are

E\IB% to east aspersions upon them.
hy, these are their affairs, What!
would you allow everybody to wor-
ship as they please? Certainly.
What! - 'If * you ' knew they
were 4dn error? Certainly! T
wonld not wish to control the hu-
man mind; I'would not eontrol the
actions of men, God does not do it,
He leaves them to their own agency

Almighty, have had their effect |

-

to combat with ' the trials, temapta-

humanity is, or can be incident. He
put within their reacbh, Jhowever,
certain prineiples and would like to
Jead them to himself if they would
be led. If not, he then does the
very best with them that He can.
In some instances he has bad to
come out, as it is said, ‘“in his fierce
wrath,” upon the peoples and upon
the nations of the earth; and many
other things have been in His pro-
gramme; because life with its few
years is only ecomparatively as it|
were, a few moments in the estima-~
tion of Jehovah, It  is but
a'span, a dream,or a tale, that is
told and passed agvay. But in re-
gard o the eternities that,are to)
come, and the realities we: have to
do with hereafter, that is another
affair. I have heard men talk about
the cruelty of God, just like some
foolish people talk about their fath-
ers. Who knows anything about
God? Did you ever see him? Seme |
think it was very cruel in him to
destroy the world at the flood. How
do they know but that it was the
greatest boon he could confer upon
that wicked people? . How do they
know but that 1t was one of the
richest blessings he could pour out
upon their heads in sweeping them

another state of existence and then
shut them up in prison after that.
How do you know? Certainly you
do not know that it is neot the case.
Let us reason for a few moments

I'will tell them as they are and as
they were. Satan before the days of
the flood obtained the ascendancy
over many men and ; brought them
under his rule and dominion. He
started in with Cain and made a
murderer of him the very first thing
he did and taught him many princi-
ples of evil, and he was called the
rreat Master Mahon, Under the in-
uence and power of Satan he oper-
ated to thwart the designs of God
and to stop the purposes of Jehovah.
Satan first started in the heavens,
but was cast out and succeeded in
obtaining a great ascendancy over
the min&’ﬁi of the people whom he
caused to corrupt themselves, lead-
ing them into evil, folly, vanity and
corruptions of every kind, so much
s0 we are told that‘‘the imaginations
and thoughts of their hearts were
only evil and that  continually.”
What had to be done then? There
were other parties inferested besides
those upon the earth. There were
innumerable hosts of spirits in the
heavens that had to come and take
tabernacles. Was it proper and
righteous, was it equitable, was it
according to the principles of justice
that those that were pure with
their father in the heavens should
come and partake of bodies and he
forced to enter into tabernacles,
that were the ofispring of those
corrupt beings who were then
peopling the earth? 1If I or you
had been there should we not
have  spoken to our Father and
said, “Father do you see the cor-
ruptions that exist upon the face of
the earth?” “Yes, I know it.” “Is it
just that we should have to go into
these corrupt, contaminated, evil,
wicked bodies to receive our earthly
parentage from them; and be sub-
ject to that power and iniquity in
all its phases for thousands er
millions of years to come?” “Noq,”
says He, “it is not, and I will
sweep them away, I will destroy
them; they possess the power, while
living to propagate their species, but
L will deFrive them of that power, - 1
will send in the floods. upon them,
and then I will shut them up in
Erisun.” Did he do it? . He did. But
efore He did ity he had the gospel
preached to them as it is uuwﬁjein;{
preached, and men - clothed upon
with t.lwhpriusthumi were sent forth
among the peoples to proclaim to
them the great principles of life,
and they had the gospel and the
revelations of God and communion
with their heavenly Father. ¥noch
was a preacher of righteousness, and
numerous Iflders at that time
were cent forth among the people
and proclaimed the principles of eter-
nal truth and gathered the people
together, so that every man who
would fear God and obey His law
and ke governed by the prineiples of
righteousness, might have the full
blessings of the everlasting gospel;
and Ile gathered them {ugtatgwr
before destruction came. They
were gathered unto Zion, and that
Zion was caught up, by the power of
God, away from the earth, and then
the avenging hand of God came upon
'the corrupt inhabitants that were
left Dbecause of their iniquities.
Would it be proper to allow corrup-
tions and wickedness to predomi-
nate, and the powers of Satan to

and look at things about as they are;| noramus who does not know any-

accomplished what He did. Did
He injure them? Noj they would
only have lived a few years longer
anyhow; but He did not want them
to Eerpetuute that kind of folly,
wickedness, and corruption that
then prevailed; and caid “I will stop
it,” and he stopped it. Now, what
about the future of such people. We
may have curjous ideas about them,
Some think that they are going to
remain in hell for ever and ever.
But they were in the hands of God,
and He did right by them. By and
by when Jesus came,what did he
do? As soon as He -got ®through
with- His short mission upon the
earth, “He was put to death in the
flesh and was quickened by . the
Spirit, and went and preached unto
the spirits in prison, which = some-
time were disobedient. . when once
the long suffering of God waited n
the days of Noab;” that-they might
be placed on the same -plane and
the ‘same position that others were;
that they might obtain their proper
status in the eternal worlds, a!ldl be
rewarded with all that was possible
for them to enjoy, according to 'the
eternal lJaws and inserutable justice
of Jehovah. Thus justice was satis-

i

: ) fied, the law xindicated, the wicked |
off the earth and sending them into| punished, the unborn and pure pro-

 tected and provided To and finally,
the imprisoned rel from their
bondage and salvation extended to|
the prisoners. Was there anything
wrong in that. “Yes,” says the ig-

' thing about it, “it was wvery cruel.””
Well, the greatesf cruelty there is
about such men is tHat they are
cruelly ignorant and do not know
what they are talking  about.

Now in regard to other things.
The gospel has been sent from time
fo time among the people. And
what does it do? It brings life and
immortality to light.  Has God ever

iven up His idea in relation to the
Jinhabitants of the eéarth? No; but
‘He has in the different ages given
certain laws and principles to cer-
tain classes of individuals, It is said
that God has made of one blood all
the nations of the earth, yet there

are = certain classes’ of men
among the nations just as
much as there are ' certain

classes of metals. Everything is not
Id, everything is not silver, every-
hing is not brass, everything is not
iron; all hold their proper position
and have their relative value. So in
regard to the heavens. There are
bodies celestial, there are bodies ter-
restial, there are bodies telestial,
We are told there is one glory of the
sun, another glory of the moon, an-
other glory of the stars,-and that as
one star differs from another star in
glory =o also shall it be in the resur-
rection. This distinction arises from
the acts of men, as it is said “Ye are
servants to whom you yield your-
selves servants to obey.”

Now what are we here for? What
are the things we profess to do? I
will ask what did .?ema seek to do
when he was here? Did he come to
curse mankind? No, but to bless
them; He came to seek and to save
those that were lost; He came to un-
fold the principles of eternal truth,to
bring life and immortality to light
by the Gospel. He ‘came, according |
to the eternal decree of the Almigh-
1y, to offer His life as a sacrifice, as
an atonement for the sins of the
human family. He to introduce
principles iztém]!::I emaﬂﬂtn? from God,

organ is church upon the
grth, and to endnw%ﬁs disciples
with authority that they might go
forth as His messengers and as mes-
sengers of His Father to proclaim
the principles of eternal truth to the
human family. Hence says He,
“(Gio ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every ereature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.” This is gne of
those eternal decrees that you can-
not get away from. And!then _we.
talk about the damnation of hell; |
and people have asstrange notions
about that as they hawe about other
things. 1 have read statements
from men which were really terrible
when depicting the  state of the
damned. It is enough, but it is
not the kind of thing they represent.
I remember, too, reading a piece of
poetry, which ran something like
this:

|

}

“Infinite years in torgnent must I spénd,

And never, never, never have an end.

Ah! must I lie, in ruinous despair,

AS many voars as atoms in the air;

When these are past as many thousand more,

As grains of sand upon the ocean shore.

When 2]l these doleful vears are spent in
pain,

And multiplied by millions yet again,

Till numbers dxOwn thie thought; could I sup-

have the presiding infiuence, and

pose

3

ing gospel.

This would afford a hope; but ah! I shiver
To ponder on this dreadful word forever;

I in this burning gulf blaspheming lic,
Time is no more, but vast eternity.”

This may be poetie. It is certain-
ly grim and terrible; but it is not
true. Isthere justice? Yes. Eter-
nal justjce? Yes. These men that
I have referred to suffered eternal
justice; they were destroyed by the
Almigiﬁty, and at Jast were saved
again by the Almighty.
eternal punishment? Yes. What
151t? It is God’s punishment. Are
there everlasting prisons? Yes.
What are they? God’s prisons. Do
people stay in them forever? No,
not in all of them. We
have prisons upon earth, pene-
tentiaries, in _which to confine peo-
ple for one, five, ten or twenty years,
as the case may be; and when their
time expires they come out; but the

rison is there still. Is it an ever-

ting prison? You may call it so
if you p 5 but people do not stay
in italways. Has God a way to
manage his affairs? Certainly; the
Judge of all the earth ought to be
at least as capable in the manage-
ment of his affairs, as mortal men
are in theirs. _

‘We have come upon this stage of
action, and are called to preach.
And God has revealed his will, and
some people seem to be very angry
about it. Joseph Smith had revela-
tions from God, do I know it? Yes,
I do. Could he help it? Suppose
the Lord were to speak to any of .
you, could " you help it? orif. an .
angel were to come to you, could you
help it? No, you could not. Now,
you might do what they tell you, or
not; that is optional. If you did what
they told you, however, the world
and the devil would say you were a
fool; and they have always said so
in every age of the world; and the
devil and the world have always
been opposed to God and his law,
and they would persecute you as
they persecuted him." Very well,do
we bave need to fight? Idonot. T
thank God for the light and intelli-
gence he has revealed unto us,
through the medium of the everlast-
Could we have it if God
had not revealed it? Ne. Who
knew that God lived? Nobody until
Joseph Smith came, and the Lord
spoke to him pointing out to him his
son, saying, ‘““This is. my beloved
Son, hear him. Who knew any-
thing about it? Nobody on the wide
earth. Could he have helped it if he
wanted to? 1 do not think he want-
ed to much; 1 do not think anybody
need want to much, if God would
condescend to reveal his will; T do
not think they would be very desir-
ous for him to hold his peace. 1t is
true a number of the children of
Israel did when they heard the
thunderings on Mount Sinai, They
said to Moses, speak to us; but do
not let the Lord speak to us lest we
die. The faet is, they were not pre-
pared for it.

Have we

Now then,this Gospel is introduced
for what? "o spread life and salva-
tion to the world. God blessed
Abraham in the same way.
What  for? In thee and

thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed, I will give unto
you my law, 1 will reveal unto you
the principles of eternal truth; I will
open the mysteries of heaven to your
view, and you shall gaze upon me

and upon my purposes, I will in-
struct you in_ the principles of life
and salvation,and 1 will tell you

what to do with those principles
when I shall have committed them
to you. As he spake unto Moses; he
told him to select a man to be his
mouth-piece. And said Moses shall be
a God unto you, and I will speak
through him. Thatis it. Now, he
has done the same in this day, and
restored the same prineiples, and has
sent forth a message to the nations of
theearth, and gathered together men
who had the manhood, hardihood, in-
tezrity and desire to carry out the
purposes of God, and who would be
valiant for those Erinqipleﬁ which he
had revealed; and be prepared them
for his purpose; and 1if he had not
sustained them they would not be
here to-d Are these men ene-
mies to the world? If teaching men
the truth isenmity, they have done
that; if going without purse or scrip,
traveling among the nations fo pro-
claim to them the glad tidings of sal-
vation, is enmity they may possess it,
But impelled by the spirit of eternal
truth and enlight»euetf by the spirit
of the Almighty, and comprehend-
ing the position they occupied, they
have gone forth among the peoples
of the earth and proclaimed to them
the glad tidings of salvation, and
God has taken care of them. i'vr}'
well. Anything great about this?No:
it is simply performing a duty. 1



