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perhaps will bave a emnallet number of
vesaels there than any other power
represenied, tbe fact that among them
are first-olase warships in excellent
trim will make up the deficlenoy.

The completion of the canal whlch
% ill conpect tbe North Sea with the
Bsltio is an event regarded with pride
.and ealisfactlon in Germany, both
from a military and a ocommercia)l
polnt of view. The antagonists of
of Germany, particularly Rueela, have
not felt plessed over the nndeitaking by
the empire, buc as It ip in Germau
territory tbey ocould mnot interpose
=m0y obstacles. The work was pusbed
-with great vigor from the fitst, Atthe
.pulset it waes estimated that at Jeast
-eigbt years would be necessary tv com-
plete it, and through the energy which
has been applied by Emperor Willlam
it will be finished within the time
wlloited. Itis a triumpb of engineer-
ing ekill, is a waterway of great com-
mercial vajue to the Baitio poris, and
from tbe standpoint of tbe naval
power uf Germany Is of incalculable
-importance,

The caual reapgbes from the moyuth
of the Klbe to uear Kiel, a distance of
.aixty-one milee, eaob end terminating

fin a mighty Jock. Kiel ls the
principal oity of Ltbe Bohleswig-
Holsteln  provioce, aod fs the
{ierman chief naval station, ]It

poesesees A mageificent barbor, docks,
shipbuliding yards, ete., and sffurds &
most suitable location for Germany’s
fleet. But in the wipler it is ice.
blocked, for tbe reason that the pus-
sage from the Baltio around Denmark
to the North Sea is trozen at that time.
Besides thin obstacle to navigation north
of Denmark in winter, in the summer
that route la regarded as the most dan-
gerous in European walers, aud it is
sald that an average of two bundred
vesmels are lost on those rookhound
abores anpually. Witbh the new cansl
opened tbe German flect hse ready
means of egress from aud ingress to
Kiel harbor at all seasons of the year.
By this meane a long stride
is taken towards Ulermany’s advanoe
to the position of an important naval
power in Kurope. The oanal being
woolly In German territory makes it
wary to protecl; snd tbe voyage from
Kie} to the neate: &t German port on the
North Sea ls changed from a compara-
tively longand dangerous one (o but a
fow hours’ safe and easy sieaming.

Commeroially, its value may be rea.
.sonably uadereteod from the statement
that sbips plyiog between the Baltic
and poluts south of Hull, England,

wil] save 298 miles by the canal;
Bremen vessels wlil save 392 miles,
and Hambutg ships 424 miles, It tbus
brings the morth and east Prussian
and the Ruerinn Baltie ports ioto muoh
oloser communioaticn with the
_American and westeru Europe trade,
As might be expected, Humburg sa-
ticipates & falling ott 1o some particu-
lats ae & result of the cansal opening, as
now muoh of the traffic (oresst Prussia
goea to that ofty by water and then by
railway communication, As an offeet
to this, bowever, it is urged that Ham-
burg?’s water traffic will be largely in-
creased by ber abjlity to enter inlo
sucoessfal competition for ihe Ealtle
trade whioh 18 held by Deomark, Eng-
Jand and others. Asideirom any loosl
prospecis of commerce, tbere is oo
quaestion but the canai will be of in-

estimable value to the German empire,
in enabling the German fleet to pass
from one sea to the other witbout
entering foreign waters, In making
easy & goncentration on the north or
weat goast in a brief space of time, snd
In affording & eafe aod direct water-
way between the porte on the North
Sea and the Baltlo. It is antigipated
that the fete at the canal opening will
be of the most elaborate gbaragter,
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CHANCE FOR A COLLISION.

Timotous people hardly get falrly
over one scohate as (o tbhe Immediate
ending of the world on a day absc-
lutely figured out hy ‘*splence,’’ the

alars or some other agency, when along
comes another prediotion, from wbich,
we are told in the most wiege rRod sol-
emn MAanGer, there is no posajbility of
esoape, and fon the acouracy of whiob
the author tells us there oan be no
partiole of doubt. The very
lateat of these dreadful paloulations
emanntes {rom Prof. Falb, of Vienns;
und aocording to the Liferary Digest,
be -slakes o reputation already well
established, through baving sta:tied
the world with correot predicticos of
various earthquakee, c¢yolones snd
otber dire evente, upon the degluaration
tbat the deetruction of the eaith by
fire, ae the propbesles of old bave fore-
told it, will surely take place Nuvember
13, 1898, Thbis great gonflagratlon and
winding-up, the Austrian protessor
says, will be kindled by the coliision of
our earth witb a comel!; and the scien-
tists appear to agree that whiie there ia
poesibillty of suob coilislon, the great-
nees of the danger is soarcely suoch as
tn frighteu tbe timid., To this olaze Dz,
Kiein, a German savant, offers resson-
10g that will be mush more comforiiog
than tbat of his solentifio neigbbor,
He saye:

If we suppose the nugleus ot a comel to
be & gquarier of the size of our earth,there
is only one chance in 281 million9 that we
will run against one of these bodies. The
number of comets which pass through
our solar system varies between ten and
twenty. Under these oircumstances the
earth should collide with a comet about
onoce in two million years. If the earth

colllded wilth a comsst 10,000 years ago, ic

is, of course, not very likely that a
gimilar aceident will take plapge witbin
the next million years. But this does
not remove Lhe possibility, as the inbab-
itants of Jupiter must have learned in
1886, when a comet! bumped up againet
thelr planet. The comet got the worss of
it, for it waas torn to pieces.

Taken tor granted that the nucleus of a
comet is solid, then a oolllsion would be
followed by consequences so awful that
ovur {aocy could Dot asszist us to realize it.
Laplaoce drew attentlon to the fast that a
collision would change the position of
the earith and the length of time neces-
sary tor its ro ation. The sea would then
rusb towards tbhe new equator, and every
living being would perish., Laplace, how-
ever, was upuacqoainted with an import-
ant physical law—be did not know 1hat
the force expended in moving ponderoug,
masees is, npon cessation of the move-
ment, converted into heat. According to
this law, the collision of our carth with a
comet the size of our moon would con-
ver: both bodies into vapor.

The gucstion: Are the comats solid ?
ig theretore of Bome importance. Many
astronomers do Dot belleve that they
are 30lid ac all; but granted tnattbey are,

gasg, snoh  as they undoubtedly contain,
would necessarily destroy all organio
Jife npon our planet. The tail of a comaet,
however, is composed of such small par-:
ticles of matter that our atmosphere
undonbledly is muoch more densely
laden. The earth bas passed more than
once through the tajl of 2 comet without,
tbe slightest atmospherioc cbanges. When
the earth approaches the head of a comet,

sbower of meteors—a very beautiful but
harmless phenomenon,

He conoludes that those theories
which sesign to the eartb §n ils pres-
st form ap altwost ¢ternal existenoe
are contrary to the known lawe o
nalure, and ridiouloua, But be olasses
asequally rldiculous tbe assertion that
the earth will be destroyed by a comet
Nov. 13, 1899; for, even if all the fore-
golng dangers be admitted, the path of
the known comets have not yet been
determined with sufficlent noocuraoy
to warraot ruch a prediction,
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MANITOBA AND CATHOLICS.

The attitude ss-umed by the Ontho
lfo ofliclals in the Mauniteba school
question s that the eupport of Catbollo

puroohlal schools from the publlo funds
is constitutlona), aud therefore the
provioce sheu!d be compelled to
ptoceed as the Dominion government
has directed it to do. It is pointed put
that when Mapitoba became a previnoe
moet of the denominational schools
were Cathollo and were supported by
the public; thst this latter conditiopn
was continued by exprees provielon ip
tbe constitution; that the ymmigration
o! Orangemen brought the sgitation
for a change, and that the Orangemen
are tbe same in priooiple as the A, P.
As. In the United States.

It may be trite, probably ie, that the
sohool Bunport re‘erred to Is constity-
tional in the Dominion--a fact whigh
bears witness of the astuteness of
Catholic leadership 1n politice; other-
wige its epnforoement would not be
saught or resisted except through tbe
agenoy of the ogourts, But though cop-
stitntional 1t still is unjust, even from
tbe Cathollc statemeat of the questlon,
which appearsIn the dispstohes; and
this places the officlals of that denomi-
nation in the attitnde of insisting on
the perpetuation of an lojustice in order
toreap Dnanolal advantage. It is ad-
mitted that by immigration the aent!.
ment in Manjtoba is obanglog to

the addition of a mass of carbonio acid

one opposed to denominational sup-
pott {rom the publio treasary. Hence,
while the support which tbe Catbolios
demand ie coostitutivnal, they gsurely
munt recognlize that the enforcement of
tbat Jdemand jis the speediest way to
vileot a radical change in the constitu-
tion; for, bedged abuut as it msay be,
even in Canada the powers of goverg-
ment rest upon the ooneent of the
governed, anidl when the msjority of
the people of DManitobs want to do
away with the objeotionabie feature, as
tbey eeem Lo do at present, it wlll not
|ake many vears to eflect the constitu-
tional retorm. Ultimately such a pro-
veeding must result in the discomfiture
of thoee who losiet on the odious pre-
vislop, unless the¥y sare sucoessiul in
regalning the political power which
they seem to bave lost in the provic oe.

Looking at the situatinn ss it pow
precsenls Iteelf, there la every prospect
of a oghaoyge io the Manitoban system.

tbe eovent is generally marked by a;
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