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perhaps will havehare a smaller number of
vessels there than any other power
represented the fact that among them
are first class warshipsships in excellent
trim will make up the deficiency

the completion of the canal which
will connect the north sea with the
baltic toIB an event regarded with pride
and satisfaction in germany both
from a military and a comcommercialmercia
point of view the antagonists of
of germany particularly russia have
not felt pleased over the undertaking by
the empire but asaa it in in germaogerman
territory abey could not interpose
any obstacles the work was pushed
with great vigor from the first at the
outset it was estimated that at least
eight years would be necessary tuto com-
plete it and through the energy which
has been applied by emperor william
it will be finished within the time
allotted it is a triumph of engineer
ing skill is a waterway ofef great com-
mer

corn
olallal value to the baltic portspone and

from the standpoint of the naval
power af germany is of incalculable
importance

the canal reaches from the mouth
of the elbe to near kiel a distance of
sixty one miles each end terminating
in a mighty looklock kiel ig18 thothe
principal city of the schleswig
holsteinHolst eln province and Isia the
german chief naval station it
possesses a magnificent harbor docks
shipbuilding yards etc and caffardo a8
most suitable location for Germgermanyanys
fleet but in the winter it Isia joeice
blocked foror the reason that the paspan
sage from the baltic around denmark
to the north seabea isia frozen at that time
besides thisthin obstacle to navigation nD orth
of denmark in winter in the summer
that route is regarded as the most dan-
gerous in european waters and it ie18

said that an average of two hundred
vowels are lost on those rockboundrook bound
shores annually with the newdow canal
opened the german flettfleet hagban ready
means of egress from and ingress to
kiel harbor at all seasons of the year
by this means a long stride
is taken towards germanascormanyGerm anyss advance
to the position of an important naval
power in europe the canal being
woolly in german territory quakesmakes it
espyeacy to proprotectteel and the voyage from
kiel to the nearest german port on the
north sea toIs changed from a compara-
tively loulandlong and dangerous one to but a
few hours safe and easy steaming

commercially its value may be rea-
sonably understood from the statement
that ships plying between the baltic
and points south of hull england
will save 98 miles by the canal
bremen vessels will save miles
and ships miles it thus
brings the north and east prussian
andad the russian baltic ports into much
closer communication with the
american and western europe trade
As might be expected hamburg an-
ticipates a fallingfailing off in some particu-
lars as a result of the canal opening as
now much of the traffic for east sla
goes to that city by water and then by
ralrailwaylivey communication As an offset
to this however it is urged that ham-
burghburg s writerwater truffletraffic will be largely in-
creased by her ability to enter into
successful competition for the baltic
trade which tois holdheld by denmark eng-
land and others aside from any local
prospects of commerce there is no
question but the canal will be of in

estimable value to the german empire
in enabling the german fleet to pawpass
from one seaBOB to the other without
entering foreign waters in making
easy a concentration on the north or
wetwest coast in a brief space of time and
in affording a safeafe and direct water
way between the portsporta on the northsea and the baltic it isin anticipated
that the fete at the canal opening will
be of the mostmoet elaborate character

CHANCE FOR A COLLISION

timorous people hardly gotget fairly
over one soars as to the immediate
ending of the world on a day aasc
cutely figured out by science 12 the
starsstare or some other agency when alongalone
corneacomes another prediction from which
we are told in the mostmoat wine and soaalaol
emu manner there toia no possibility of
escape and in the accuracy of which
the author tellstella usua there can be no
particle of doubt the very
latest otof these dreadful calculations
emanateseman atea from prof falb of vienne
and accordingaccord log to the literary digest
hebe stakes a reputation already well
established through having startled
the world with correct predictions of
various earthquakesearthquakeel cyclones and
other dire events upon the declaration
that the destruction of the esitheaith by
fire as the propprophesieshentes of oldeld have fore-
told it will surely take place november

1899 this great conflagration and
winding up the austrian professor
says will be kindled by the collision of
our earth with a comet and the scien-
tists appear to agree that while there lais
possibility of aoh collision the great-
ness of the danger is scarcely such as
to frightenfright eu the timid to thisthin clan dr
klein a german savant offers reason-
ing that will be huoh more comforting
than that of hisbis scientific neighbor
he saysaje

if we suppose the nucleus of a comet to
be a quarterquaner of the size of our earth there
is only one chance in millionsmil liona that we
will run against one of these bodies the
number of comets which pass through
ouroar solar system varies between ten and
twenty under these circumstances the
earth should collide with a comet about
once in two million years if the earth
collided withwilh a comet years ago it
isin of course not very likely that a
similarfamilar accident will take place within
the next million hearp but this does
not remove the possibility as the inhab-
itants of jupiter must have learned in
1886 when a comet bumped up against
their planet the comet got the worst of
it for it was torn to pieces

taken for granted that the nucleus of a
comet tois solid then a collision would be
followedlollowed by consequences so80 awful that
our fancy could not assist usno to realize it
laplace drew attention to the fact that a
collision would change the position of
the earth and the length of limelima neces-
sary for its ro aaion the sea would then
rush towards the new equator and every
living being would perish laplace how-
ever was unacquaintedfainted with an import-
ant physical law he did not know that
the force expended in moving ponderous
masses is upon cessation of the movelmove-
ment converted into heat according to
this law the collision of our earth with a
comet the size of our moon would con-
vert both bodies into vapor

the question are the comets solid
is therefore of some importance many
astronomers do not believe that they
are solid at all but granted that theybey are
the addition of a mass of carbonic acid

gas such as they undoubtedly contain
would necessarily destroy all organic
life upon our planet the tail of a comet
however laIs composed of suchanoh small par-
ticles of matter that our atmosphere
undoubtedly tola much more densely
laden the earth has pawedpassed more than
once through the tail of a comet without
the slightest atmospheric changes when
the earth opapproachesroaches the head of a comet
the event tola generally marked bby a
shower of meteors a very beautiful atbut
harmless phenomenon

he concludes that those theories
which assign to the earth tola Usits pres-
ent form an almost eternal existence
are contrary to the known lawslawa of
nature and ridiculous but he classes
as equallyasexually ridiculous the assertion that
the earth will be destroyed by a cometnov 18 1899 for even itif all the fore-
going dangers be admitted the path of
the known comets have not yet been
determined with sufficient accuracy
to warrant such a prediction

MANITOBA AND CATHOLICS

the attitude asaa umed by the oathocatho
liolie officialsclale in the manitoba school
question Is that the of catholicCat bollo
parochial schools from the publiopublic funds
isin constitutional and therefore the
province should be compelled to
proceed as the dominion government
has directed it to do it Is pointed out
that when manitoba became a province
mostmoet otof the denominational schools
were catholic and were supported by
the public that this latter condition
was continued by expressex press provision in
the constitution that the immigration
of orangemanorangemenOran gemen brought the agitation
for a change and that the orangemanorangemenOran gemen
are the same in principle asan the A PanAB in the united states

it may be true probablyoro bably irif that the
school referredre erred to is constitu-
tional in the dominion a fact which
bearsbeara witness of the astuteness of
catholic leadership in politicspolitic other-
wise its enforcement would not be
sought or resisted except through the
agency of the but though con

it still is unjust even fromrom
thebe catholic statement of the question
which appears in thebe dispatcher and
this places the officialsclain of that denomi-
nation in the attitude of insisting on
the perpetuation of an injustice in order
tuto reap financial advantage it Is ad
inbittedbitted that by immigration the senti-
ment in manitoba tois changing to
one opposed to denominational supgup
port from the public treasury hence
while the support which the catholics
demand is constitutional they surely
must recognize that the enforcement of
that demand is the speediestediest way to
effect a radical change in the
clod for hedged about as it may be
even in canada thehe powers of govern
ment rest upon wethe consent of the
governed and when the majority of
the people of manitoba want to do
away with the objectionable feature as
they seem to do at present it will not
takelake many years to effect the constitu-
tional reform ultimately such a pro-
ceeding must result in the discomfiture
of those who insist on the odious pro-
visionviploi unless they are successful in
regaining the political power which
they seem to have lost in the profir as

looking at the situation as it now
presents itself there tois every prospect
of a change in the Adani system


