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MODERN PLAGUES.

LEss thau a year ago o contagious
diseaso developed fu Ruraia which,
within the space of a few weuks,
swept over the greater portion of
FEurope and the United States, at-
tacking hupdrede of thousands of
pecple. It was not a very deadly
malady, as but « small percentage of
tiiose afflicted with ‘it died asa di-
rect result of it. But it left other
ailmenta  io  ita  train, and
thousands of deaths in many Hif-
ferent countrics were more ot less
directly attributable to -it. It was
the now fumiliar “grippe,’? but its
rapid and extensive spread over a
great part of the globe was a notable
occurrence, and suggests the query,
“Why may rotn more deadiy dis-
ease spread ns fast and aitack as
many people?

The news which comes from Rus-
sia to the effect that a plague of
mlce is now overrunning a large
portionof that country suggests the
idea that the Czar’s dominion is
likely to be the source and scene of
modern plagues. The digpatches tell
of the devastation of whole provinces
by field mice, and state that the
little animals have killed and de-
voured dogs by the hundred, that
they swim rivers, and climb moun-
taing, and that there seems no way
of destroyiug them, nor of checking
their progress. There Ia something
in such news as this to arrest
the attention of the most skeptical
aml matter-of-fact of frreligionists.
Whence come a0 quickly these
myriads of little aninmls? Is not
thelr sudden apjearance proof of at
least the poesibility that what the
Seriptures say took place in Egypt,
actually occurred? All Seripiure is
one; and when the truthfulness of
that portion which wus written in
ancient times shall be vindicated to
the present unbelieving generation,
that portion which _has been
brought forth in modern times will
also be proven true,

THE edifor of a leading German
journal recently visited this coun-
try. On hia returu to Germany he
said in his pewspaper: “Nowhere
huve I seen s0 many beautiful
women as in America, Including
even old ladies with white hair. The
pative Amerlean girl, especially if
of English or Bcotch desgent, is tall
und slender, generally blonde, with
regular features and small hands
and feet. The complexion is often
pale; ral‘el{’ do they have the fresh
color of n Viennese girl. The most
beautiful girt [ have ever come
aeross in my life { saw In u New
York stere. 8he wasan American
ot Bpanish descent and of dizzling

beauty.”

A FALSE CHRIST.

GEURGE JACUR SCHWEINFURTH is
the pame of an Individual who
holds forth at Roelford, IlI., and to
whom the papers have made fre-
guent reference ol iate. He is re-
ported as elahmiog to Le Christ, and
as announcing himself to be a per-
sonage to whom the homage of
maukind lg due. A recent press
dispatch l‘&:prt‘ﬂel‘ that the sect
which be has built up has seven
churches, which would indicate
that he is making converts quite
rapidly.

A man nume.l Morgan, who was,
for about two and a half years, a fol-
lowur of Schweinfurth, but who has
lately deserted him, represents him
to be avaricious aud immoral. Ae-
cording to Morgan, promiscuity pre-
vailg in the sexual relutions of the
men and women whom Bebhwein-
furth has converted, and whils we
have geen no distioet aceount of
whut he teaches, it Isevident that he
is making himself notorious through-
out the region in which he flour-
Ishes.

Be that as it may It would enly be
fair to receive the statements of
Morgan with a liberal allowance for
exuggeration, dissenters and apos-
tates as & rule being poted for un-
fairness and teo often unqualified
fulsity, in relation to people and
professions they bave severed re-
lations with., It la singular that
people can be found who are so
mentally darkenel as to be deceived
by impostors of the false Christ
order. .

RELIGIO - POLITICAL CRUSADE
WORK.

WE publiah in this issue n Herald
\Washington speeial. whieh glves an
adequate iden of the Baskin anti-
‘““Mormon?* bill introduced in the
Sepate by Senator Cullom. It ln-
cludes the extremest features of the
Idaho test oath, besldes going still
further than that oppresaive and un-
just measure.

A mong the alleged features of the
organization, membership in and
support of which produces political
disfranchisement, is that it ‘‘teaches
or advises that any such law as
aforesuid is not supreme, or thatany
alleged revelation vn the subject of
such marriage iz parumount to sny
such law.”?

" Without repeating the cogent and
powerful facts that cau be set forth
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an apomaly in this connection.
While the “Mormons” hoid to
the doctrine of the inspiration of
theConstitution and the consequent
propriety of all laws made in pusu-
ance thereto, and that they (tHe
Bainta} will yet take part in the re
organization of this country upon the
basic principles of the patlonal or-
ganie law, they are porsued relent-:
lessly on the ground of disloyalty.
It is asserted that they hold that the
revealed word of God takes prece-
dence of earthly decrees and stat-
utes. Upon the basis of such a
c¢harge they are to be disfranchised,
should the measure now aimed af
them prevail.

We have no desire to see a grusade
inmaugurated against any other relig-
ious body, but whereunjust discrim-
Ination ig inade it i8 impossible for
its victims to shut their eyes to the
fagt. The Roman Catholi¢ Church
from the Pope down, at this june-
ture of its history, takes no pains to
disguise its adherence to the doctrine
of papal supremacy over alt earthly
laws. The dictatorship in politics
and all the affairs of life is claimed
to centre in the head of that church,
and proportionately in the official
clergy who operate under him. The
following uttered by Vicar General
t"reston, in a sermon delivered in
New York on Jan. lst, 1888, gives
fair idea of the unqualitied acope of
this assertion of supremacy:

“ Every word Leo speaks from hia
high chair, is the voice of the Holy
Ghoat, and must be obeyed. To every
Catholic heart comes Do thought but
obedience. Tt is said that polities is
not, within the province of the Chureh,
and thai the Church has only jurisdic-
tion in matiers of faith. You say, 'I
will racelve my faith from the Ponliff,
but I will not receive my politics from
him." This assertion is disloyzl and
untruthful. * * *  You must
Dot think as you choose; you must
think as Catholics. The man who
says, ‘I will take my faith from Peter,
but I will pot take my politics from
Petor.'is Dot a true Cathollc. The
Church teaches that the supreme
Pontiff snust be obeyed, because he is
the viear of the Lord. Christ speaks
through him.*

Notwithstanding the encroach-
meunts of this growing iron power in
the country, all the opposition It
meets merely appears in spots and is
of a desultory and ubniufluential
character. It does not appear that
ROy man, in either brineh of (lon-
gress, dare introduce n measure
looking to the disfranchisement of
members of the Catholiec Churchon
the ground of declared and pro-
nounced allegiance fo A power

in support of the position that the | deemed by its members superior to

Latter-duy Saints are among the
moat loyal citizens of the Republie,
it may not be amiss to allude to

the Btate. We have no wigh to see
such u measure attempted, but
simply note the fact that the sup-



