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ful carvings the building has about
isooi windows and the four sides otof the
main gallery have thirty three great
arches the keystones of which are
images representing the heads of all the
racesaces 0off the world every type of man
known to ethnology has a place in one
of these arches and the faces are mar-
velous in their execution and character
over the main entrance are the types of
the highest order of men such as the
greek and latin and the saxon while at
the back of the building you find the
lowest types such as you find in africa
and in the south sea islands I1 cant
describe the wonderful execution of
these figures they are the most lifelike
pictures in stone I1 have ever seen and
they seem to almost talk to you as their
stern stony eyes look down at you from
over the windows

this building covers nearly as much
space as the capitol its dome is not
so large but its plate of gold makes it
infinitely more conspicuous if you will
take five city lots and carpet them with
24 carat gold you will get an idea of the
goldenjolden quilt which covers this immense
domeome there is no room in the united
so large that it would fit this great
gogoldenen carpetcarpe anand I1it iss thee largestarges
goldenolden dome in the united states it
hasas been called the largest golden dome
in the world but this isis a mistake
the dome lof st isaacs in st peters
has a smaller diameter but it covers
more space and it cost infinitely more
than this it took pounds of solid
gold to cover it and when you remem-
ber that gold at the mints is worth 17
an ounce you will see that even at thattaba
low rate the st petersburg dome cost
ao40 to gild

the gold on the dome at washington
did not cost one tenth of that amount
I1 was put on in little sheets each of
which was about four inches square and
one hundred and fifty thousandths of an
inch thick it takes two thousand such
sheets to make one ounce of gold and
this amount will cover a space about as
large as that of the average hall vesti

costs
27 dollars an ounce and at that rate it

must have cost over to gild st
isaacs russia has many cathedral
domes plated with gold and the gollgoli
platedI1iated temples of the world are manyfinn burmah and siam there are pagodas
and temples covered with goldgolgoldanadandand at
rangoon 1I saw a pagoda about two
thirds as high as the washington mon-
ument which is a great round mountain
just plastered with gold leaf the dome
of01 the capitol at boston is gold plated
as are also those of the connconnecticut
state hause at hartford and the hotel
des invalids at paris I1 went up to the
top of this golden dome yesterday and
took a look at it the gold is laid upon
copper and it is polished so that it is as
bright as a new wedding ring it is
said to be very durable and is on the
whole I1 doubt not cheaper than the
white lead with which the capital dome
is painted nearly every year the gold
was put on by specialists who worked
under canvas and one of whom nearly
lost his life at the work the top of the
dome is I1 judge about one third the
height of the washington monument
from the earth this man was working
on the smooth surface when his foot
slipped and he slid it as though it were
a mountain of ice he came to the
edge at a flying velocity and shot over

it on to the railing of the granite fence
which runs around its base his foot
fortunately caught on the inside of this
railing and hebe tumbled down in a heap
on the iron pavement which runs
around the dome had he struck the
top of the railing half an inch higher he
would have slid aveiover and would have
fallen a sheer feet onto the granite
lying in the court below this is the
only really dangerous accident that has
occurred in the building and though
hundreds of men have been employed
upon it for several years no lives have
been lost

I1 cant describe the wonders of the in-
terior of the national library my head
bubuzzedzed as I1 walked through the manyroomsrooms and tried to understand it all
you could lose yourself in its basement
as in the catacombscata combs of rome and wan-
der for hours trying to find your way
out the grand staircase which takes
up a space equal almost to that of a
quarter of an acre to be finished in
while marble and the great marble
columns which rise one above another
are already in place and surrounded
with woodenn boards to keep them from
inn jury the reading room will be
inin the rotunda in the center of
the building and it will be covered
with the dome this room will be as
large as the rotunda of the capitol and
its area will be about a quarter of an
acre it will have seats for readers
and the desks of these run in concen-
tric rows around the central desk in
which the manager ofaf the reading room
will sit and from which he will have
connections with all parts of the library
by pneumatic tubes or other modern
inventions which will enable him to
send a message in the twinkling of an
eye to any part of this great book
palace and by the touching of a button
bring back the book he wants elec-
tricity and everything that the modern
mind can think of has come to the aid
in adding to the conveniences of the
library and it is now thought that an
electric railroad will be built to carry
the books from the old library afpfof con-
gress in the capitol over to ththisis new
building

from this great central dome run out
like arms massive buildings in which
are to be housed our national library of
the future these are known as book
sacks but the word conveys no idea
of their character ilafimagineme a great
long warehouse with ggaassI1ass walls as
high as one of the largest new york
flats and hundreds of feet in
length let ithethe sides of these be
walled with glass set into square columns
of white enameled brick and have the
plate glass wedged into these columns
without framework as is the case inin
windows make the interior to consist
of one mass of iron network running
from the floor to the roof so that when
you stand within it you see nothing but
iron frames risrisingingi one above the other
and filling the whole vast high room
this may give you some idea of the
book stack Theironthe iron network consists
of book shelves and these are reached
by stairs which run from one tier of iron
to another and by walks of iron paved
with marble which are suspended be-
tween the tiers at regular intervals from
the floor to the roof there are several
of these vast book warehouses in the
building the one I1 have just described

will contain books or more than
are now in the national library theade
walls of glass give perfect light and theane

books are so arranged that the greatest
numbers can be packed into the smallest
compass making every pamphlet thor-
oughly accessible

I1 have spoken of the 1800 windows of0

this building those of the interior audaw
of these stacks are set into the wallswal
greateat massive pieces of plate glass

isfrlargege as good sized store ltit
aadnot possible to raise or lower them abet

they are made so for the protectionprotect
the books in order that no dust TOY

enter the ventilation is all done fronfrom
the roof and these windows are washedaasne
on the outside by means of a little railiw
road which runs around them from storyso y
to ststoryoryonon which the washers can staior
and scrub them clean the acres of
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floor in this great book palace will beb

marble the walls of the rotunda
f
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of colored marbles from all parts 0ot the

united states and in the whole vasvast

high tour acres of wonderful rooms
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a splinter of wood has been used
ibid

ISis composed of iron stone cement abot

glass and as mr green the engilengineleer
be

in charge told me there will not
issitenough wood in the building when

completed to make a match J
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this building is tocost
state war and navy cost
and upon the capitol has been e

all told something like bauncle sam will get more fot
of j

money out of this than out of eitherelt t I1 ibeittthe others all ofbf the work is D

done under the government and civitev- y
thing is built to outlast the ages andaoa

taleethe very best material in one ofcolwotrooms I1 found an army of carverscarver5
work making wonderful sod
which are to adorn the exteriors
throughout the whole building evaleve

y A
thing went on like the work of an vw
under perfect control and in kerfotP litell
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order the building will be cotcolipapi
in about two years and within two
and a half the new library will be
thorough operation

from here I1 walked over to the
itol and took a stroll through the librae
of congress every available aitio
the building is packed with booksbloksahotlthe library proper isis so tullfull that joiio
have to march through single file

theag
order to get from one part otof it to
other I1 pushed my way past Ea w
tain of bound newspapers up to
main desk and asked mr UWnord0edtheige
librarian to tell me something about

95
condition of the library todaytoda attaandwotrainto how the great american braio w

acting everyoneevery one at washington uiemr spofford he has been
0library for more than a generation their

he knows more about books and t
die

contents than any other man in11

united states
there are in the national libawlib padditionvolumes and in aey

to this there are over beu
mr brain is such that
knows just where each one ol01ofr the 7

00i
volumes stands and he can telltel

ovia
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lit
in an instant just which of them ore
to help you on any subject alouyo

studying it is the same with the p

phleas and the wonder is how 0one 0
iroiron gray head can hold it all11 I jee 11

asgcurious looking man as dark r
spaniard he has black hair


