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nizing no law except thoss which they
personally makeor diciate. The Mar-
oo problem will never be solved, it
is safe to say, so long as they are per-
mitted to exercise such sway over
their followers. They are rnen of ex-
traordinary ability in their way. thor-
cughly  acquainted with the weak-
nesses of human nature, and quick to
seize every advantage that may bo
presented. If these adroit and un-
sorupulons individuals could be de-
prived of their power for mischief
the whole matter would soon adjust
itself in a sound and wholeseme man-
ner. They nrethe prineipal stnmbling-
blocks, and no legislation can prove
satisfactory that leaves Lliem in pos-
session of snch authority as 1hey now
Lave. How to dislodge them is a
diflicult question, but it is neverthe-
less the vital guestion, and Congress
ean not afford to evade or postpons it.”

These remarks were prorpted by
the dispatches which have been
sent from this city giving garbled
extracts from the report of the Utak:
Commission for 189). The urging
of more legislation to sclve the
““‘Mormon?? problem, is the annual
effort of that body in the interest of
tbe “Liberal” faclion Io this Terri-
tory. Its object is to deprive that
part of the “Mormon”’ people who
have not broken the iaw, of every
political right and privilege. This
is what they mnean by “zolving the
Mormon preblem.??

The Globe Democral, in common
with the greater part of the Ameri-

can  press, evidently regards
polygamy as  © Mormonism *»?
and ¢ Mormonism?’ as polyg-
nmy. The tali Commission koow

better than that, They uodersiand
that nll the legislation necussary,
aod a great d=a! more,to handle the
polygamy question has been en-
ncted. And further, that the doc-
trine of plural marriage, even when
it was opealy sdvocated and prac-
ticed, was but one out of a very large
number of tenets that made up the
creed of “Mormonism.”’ Also that
plural marriage apart, the re-
ligion of the Latter-day Saints is as
much above the reach of law as the
religion of any body of wershipers
in the land.

Does the (Hobe-Demoeral seriously
claim that Congress has of right any
authority or power to interfere with
such a religion? If not, why ahould
accessions to the ““Mormon?? Church
trouble the editors of that paper or
anybody else? Or Jo they mean to
say that the “practically unlimited
power of the government” extends
to the regulation of religious belief?

They may aoswer that all they
mean by that power ig the authority
to supprees practices that are de-
clared to be criminnl.  If that ie the
case, we unhbesitatingly affirm that
laws to that effect arein forcein
Utah more potently and eflectually

than in auy other part of the Unlted |
|

States. Moregver, there hnve been
less convictions for polygamy for:
two or thtee years pnst than there|
have been for bignmy iu other parts |
of this great and moral country. |
The recerds of courts will demon- |
strate the truth of this statement.
If-it be urged that the report of |
the Utah Commission alleges to the
contrary, we answer, we do not be-
lieve it. The concoeter of (1lse dis-
patches in this eity may nave stated
that the Commissioners have so de-
clared, Lut that is aoother thiug.
We ave of the opinion that the report
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ing. It is pot these formidable
lenders that stand io the way, as
supposed. If the vindictive beiugs
wiip deefre their extiuctiou eould
%ill . every one of these leaders or
immure them for life In dungeghs,
the *perplexity*’ would remain and
the ‘‘problem would remain unp-
solved,

The abatement of the evll, the
GFlvbe. Democrat says, in the npinion
of the Cummission depeads upon
the #renuncintion” of a certaln part
of the Mormnn creed.”” And does
any one who is sane believe that
cen Le accomplished by ‘*‘mote

when published will disprove his stringentlegislation.’? Does not the

agsertion.
stated or votthat eighty or forty or
tweuty polygamous marriages have
been solempized in Utah during the
Iast few months or the last year,
that is something that nelther they
nor any other body or person can
prove; and it has been mnde wilh
malicious intent, that s, to injure
the law-abeying ‘“Mormon?®’ people
and Jeceive the American pressand
publie.

Bub whether they have | Globe-Democrat  underttnnd

The statement that the lea:ders of

that
drastic laws against a belief are more
likely {o confirm than destroy that
belief? And if the belief of the
Latter-day Sainta is the real root of
the trouble, why not try to reach it
by reason instead of seeking to
erush it out by foree?

We submit for the consileration
of the reflecting that n more rational
and Christinn method of eombalting
“Mormonism,”would be firstto find
out what it is, and to overcome tho

the Chuich *‘rule asso many nuto-i power of its Prierihiood, to ascertain
crate?” and that ‘‘they recognize no |jpwhat it consists. Then instead of
law except those which they per-| misrepresenting and abosing and

sonally make or dictate” is grossly
untrue and absurd, aond cau only
be excused by the evident iguor-
ance of the writer.. Buch & rule,
if it existed, would DbLe the
very antipodes of **Mormonism.’?
It would be destructive of the
system. The ‘‘edicts of the priest-
ligod have noexistence” except in
the imagination of persons who are
too prejudiced fo look into the facts,
and the “Mormon’? leaders are to-
Jay more strictly observant of every
law of the land than ninety-nine
hundredths of their aceusers.

That oft predicted “revols against
ecclesiastieal tyranny” of which
there are ‘ng signs,” has r:mver
vome because there is no such tyran-
uy to revolé from. All things im
the *“Mormon’ Chureh are and
must be done by common cob-
sent.” The ‘‘Priesthood’’ is com-
posed of pearly all the adult male
members. Wonlen as well s men
vote on all Church questions andd
officers, and the ‘‘occupation of the
priesthood”’ is beyond the legitimate
reach of any secular power,

maltreating the “Mormoos,” show
them *n more excellenl way.”
They area good, honest, industrious, o
temperate and cheetful people, able
to comprehend ap argument and
highly appreciative of kindness,
They have convictions which are
perscnal, and for these they have
suffered much. They will rever be
coerced into renuneciation of thejr
belief, and while falsehvod and ferce
coutinue to be the means employed,

the “Mormon?’ perplexity will re-

main to vex scctarians and ponzzle
politicians.

-

THE STRIKE PRACTICALLY BROKEN

I7 is mow bevoud the region of
reasonnlde doubt that the strike of
the street car men has collapsed.
While the strikers were bLeing en-
couraged, by those who pretended to
be their friends, to hold out and
success would be achieved, we have
gtated the othier view., To us the
step was an ill-advised one, becnuse
the conditions rendered defeat in-
evitahle. We are satisfied that some

Of courss in the attempt to splve|ofthose who were the loudest in
‘‘the Morman perplexity’’ there is|their exhortations to the men to
‘‘something lacking,”” and there al- | come out and hold out had no more

ways will be.

failure to get at the truth. Ttsop-

What is il? Ttis afiden that the cffort would L ruc-

cesrful than we had. 5 What Lhe

ponenls are figuring, and thrtsting, {agitators wauled was ‘for the men

and plenging in the dark.
to nob know whatthey are fight-

They | fo remnin gut until their places were
' filled, Tpls advice has !m;q inken,



