bowls, upon the promenade of the battlement,
which ‘:.lgzs wes inade a spacious bowling
saloon.

"An aid- de-camp_of the governor wailed
upon Colonel Hughes, with an invitation for
him and suite to & ball to be given that eve-

ing, which having been accepted, we pro-
wﬂi at the appomted time, in a body, to
the Hotel and Cafe du Grand Monarque, to
make our toilette. The bar of this cale is
superintended by 2 Queen of Sheba, in silver
spectacles, who, assisted by her four amiable
daughters, presides with great dignity over
the concoction of punch and other refresh-
iag drinks. While discussing the merits of
a cool lemonade, we adjourned by invitation
to 2 wedding, just then being celebrated ina
nzighboring house, where we were received
Wi;.ﬁ much civility and distinction. The bride,
of course was blooming and budding. Theace
we repaired to the governor's mansion, in the
grand plaza, where the ball was soon graced
by all the beauty and wealth of the city. We
could not help remarking that, although the
city and ils ramparts were fast mouldering to
dacay, yet the sparkling eyes of the senoritas,
with Cupid's bow figured on each lip, gave
no evidence of decay in its inhabitants,

The following morning, at daylight, we
proceeded to Mandings Bay, arriving about
noon et one of the ceatre islands. 'T'his bay
is gaid to contain 113 islands, which are held
in the sole possession of the Mandingo Indi-
ans, who do not permit the residence therein
of aay human being, not of their own tribe
and lineags, vory lit'e is known of their his-
tory, and as they themselves are either non-
communicative or ignorant, and, as it is be-
lieved, keep no record of anything, their ori-
gin may perhaps never be discovered. They
l.ve among themselves, some oceupying the
islands—some the maia land—but all firmly
united as a band, cbeying one chief, or *old
man,”’ whois believed to be endowed by God
with all wisdom, might, and power. The
government is patriarchsl. The “old man"
is the spirituzl adviser, as well as chief judge
in temporal affairs, e is powerful in mind
and body, and all his ficulties are evergreen,
God endows him with peculiar health. He
s acknowledged and regarded by his people
a3 the vice regent of God, and all his ordera
are obeyed. He is also the great medicine—
the cure-zll. In cases of sickness or infirmi-
ty, they apply to hin, and whethor relief is
obtained or not, the applicants arc conten‘ed.
Colonzl Hughes propoundad tha question,
“Upon whoin does the olfice of *oid mwn’
descend at the decease of the present ‘old
man?' "' The reply was “To the next oliest
man of the tribe.”

Col. Hughes—Suppose the succesior
should not be endowed with the sume quali-
ties of intelligenee?
~ Reply—That cannot be; for when the
muatle descends, the Great Spirit imlaes
that mind with ell knowledze. The “old
rian’’ aibes everything,

The main lad ks scidom, if ever, been
anproached by foreignera, and nothing is
known of it. Tha islands, presenting one of
thnae gaolagical changes by which the surface
o' the earth has heon modifi~d, are the result
of those surprising productions of nalure, the
roophites. These coral islands are as bean-
t.ful as nature can make than, Under the
eiear bluec waler, e variety of forms, of singu-
jar and fantasts shape, are glowing with
yivid tints of every shade, betweea green,
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purple, brown, and white, equalling in beau-
ty, and excelling in eur, the most fav-
orite parterre of the curious florist. The sur-
face of these islands (at first emerging from
the ses, are slightly covered with sands, to
which has been added the soil accumulated
from the feathers and dung of birds of prey,
with leaves and branches of trees washed a-
shore,) is composed of the lightest mould
imaginable. The produce is the cocoa nut
tree, which is particularly adapted to all soils,
whether sandy, rich, or rocky. The bless-
ings which are conveyed to man by this sin-
gle produetion of nature (the cocoa nut tree)
are incalculable. 1t grows in a stately col-
umn from thirty to fifty feet in height, crown-
ed by a verdant eapital of waving branches,
covered with long spiral leaves. Under this
foliage, bunches of blossoms, elusters of green
{ruit, and others udvanced to maturity, appear
in mingled beauty. The trunk furnishes
beams and rafters for houses; the leaves
make an excellent thatch, as well as good
umbrellas, mats for the floor, and brooms;
while the finest fibres ‘can be woven into fine
carpeting. The covering of the young fruit
is very curious, resembling a piece of thick
cloth in a conical form, as close and firm as
if it came from the loom. The nuts contain
a delicious milk, and a kernel sweeter than
the alinond, which, when driee, furnishes an
abundance of oil, and after the oil is extracted
the remains feed cattle and poultry, and make
a good manure. Arrack, vinegar, and sugar
are also made from this tree. The shell of
the nut furnishes cups, ladles, and other do-
mestic utensils ; while the husk is of the ut-
most importance ; it is manufactured into
ropes and cordage of every kind, from the
gaallest twine to the larrest cables, and
which are sald to be far more durable than

tiose of hemp. Then, what a blessing is the

cocoa nut tree !

Before reaching the entrance of the bay,
gome twenty miles from land, we descried a
fleet of canoes under sail, managed with a
gkill that equals the best Whitehall boatmen,
and on bearing down, found them to contain
Mandingo Indians, upon fishing excursions.
We ghipped one canoe with its two Indians,
much to the chagrin of the occupants of the
others, who kept up a furious jabbering in
their unknown tongue. We afterwards learn-
ed that the furisus talker was a chief presump-
tive, which, if known at the time, we would
have taken him on beard.

No pen candescribe the exqusite feelings
o”sercne delight that possessed the soul upen
approcching these islands. The pietures of
early youth, so elaborated in our toy-bocks,
when the young brain t:kes the first and
rmost last'ng impression, were here spread be-
fore us. 'The solitary island, enbosomed in
the blue ccean—the straight, stérn and wavy
branches of the trees, brought back to mem-
nryhthnsﬂ by-gone days of inncecnce and
tu'h,

We cast anchor near the shore of Camp-
bell's Island.  No men were visible ; a knot
of women and childien were seen half-hiding
behind the treca, Four of cur party landed,
who were received by the women and child-
ren in ominous silence, which prodaced some
anxiety for personal safety ; all fear, however,
was dispelled upon the arrival of Campbhell,
who, speaking a few words of English, bade
us welcome. He was very attentive, and
presented one of the party with a eplendid
bow and quiver of arrcws. Under his puid-
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ance we visited the interior of the houses;
Campbell’'s daughter lay sick of a fever ; all
the houschoeld gods were ranged in due order
under the head of her hammock, and upon an
altar in front, the incense of cayenne and bal-
sam wood perpetually ascended. Our good
surgeon prescribed for her, much to the grat-
ification of her father.

The women do not possess one single cap-
tivating charm. Their stature is not over
ﬁ\"fr feet, heads large tahl;'g fuceu broad, with a
gold ring or triangle h the nose, h
squnr::ﬁnuldem,iu wniﬂtu:g all body ; ﬂ]l]fi:
legs, exposed from the knees, are encircled
by fanciful bracelets of beads, making deep
indentations ; one above the ankle, one above
and below the calf, and one above lhe knee.
The protrusion of flesh between these brace-
lets, produces pity in the minds of the be-
holders. Yet it was remarked, that even this
was a far less prejudicial practice than that
which our American dames formerly indulg-
ed in, viz: the practice of encircling their
lovely waists in whalebone compressions—a
habit now happily abandoned by all the fash-
ionable beauties. -

The men are short and stumpy, notover
five feet six inches on an average, thick and
gquare built,and are capable of enduring great
fatigue. Their heads are remarkably large
and round, features prominent, with all the
physiognomy of the Jew. They have a plu-
rality of wives, according to their means.

They permit no communication with for-
eigners, and the woman so offending is stoned
to death. It is a part of their religious creed
to keep their race pure and unadulterated.
They profess to have a restorative for the or-
gans of reproduction, the effects of which,
upon administration, will last for eight years.
Qur surgeon fortunately obtained some of
the remedy, which has been pronounced part
and parcel of the body of the turtle, '

A question arose as to whether this people
be not descendents of one of the lo:t tribes of
Isracl?

Upon our arrival, Col. Hughes distinetly
avowed the pur ose of his visit, viz: to make
a journey overland to the pacific ; buthe was
referred to the “old man,” who alone could
give arep'y. The “old man” was accordingly
sent for, and on the third day he made %il
gppearance In the meantime, we had am-
ple opportunities of talking with the natives,
and some of our econversations eventuated te
our great amusement.

Itis diffenlt to decide whether they are
supremely ignorant or excessively conning.
They are careful in answering questions in
reguard to their country, and are jealous of all
foreigners. They have never submitted wo
any foreign g« vernment, and although they
are witkin the bounds of the New Granadian
government, they pay no tribute nor admit
of any allegiance whatever. We formed
some pleasant and amusing acquaintance a-
mong the head men, who speak a few words
of English, taken up frém the erews of ves-
sels that occasionally visit to trade. Mr,
Jehn Bull, Mr. Tom Campbell, Mr. Tom
Bat, Mr. T'im Baggs, Mr. Toby Dot, &e. &¢<.
proved themselves very complaisant in par-
taking of the hospitalities of the Orus.

In course of a cross examination, mads
with a view to get some clue to their early
Listory, the fellowing question was asked:—
«Who lived here 400 or 500 years ago?"
The reply was, “Tim's father.” This reply
disturbed the gravity of all who heard it



