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prayer was offercd Py Elder J. T
Barker. The speakers Saturday morn-
img were Blder J. P. Creer who dellv-
ered a very pointed sermon, showlng
t+he Impossibility of comprehending the
meaning of the scriptures without the
gpirlt of God. Elder Robert G. Lowe
spoke upon man's duty to Delty. In
the afternoon—Elder A. L. Culllmore
produced scriptural evidence demon-
strating that the baptiam of water pre-
cedes the baptism of the Spirit. Elder
John W. Shawcroft ther showed that
the manner of receiving the Holy
Ghost {s by the laylng on pf hands At
night the time was occupled by Elders
N. P. Nejson and Osborne Richins,
who spoke upon the divinity of the
jatter day work.

Sunady morning long before the ap-
polnted hour every seat was taken and
at 10 o'ciock standing room was noti to
be had within the walls of the court
house. On ¢he outside of the house at
each window a crowd of people stood
durlng each service, morning and even-
ing, listening {o the Gospel truths.
Over five hundred people attended the
meetings on Sunday. Elder N. P. Nel-
son oceypled the time during ¢he morn-

ing. In the afternoon Elder James
T.arsen was the speaker and at
nlght Elder John L. Bench.

Monday Priesthood meeting was held
in the school! house where the Elders
were instructed concerning thelr dutles
and were assigned to their flelds of la-
bor. One thing regretted was belng de-
prived of the presence of KElder Ben E.

Rich. Elder Nelson, of the mission's|

presldency, was with us and all proved
o be well

Four of the Elders continued hold-
ing meetings until the following Fri-
day.

On Sunday, July 24th, preachers of
warious creeds held meetings In every
church and school house surrounding
Byrdstown, expecting to draw the
ecrowd from the Mormons. but their
eftdrts were of no avail

A considerable number of Tennessee
&alnts attended the conference, some
of them came seventy miles, some In
vehicles, some horseback. All went
away rejoicing feeling amply pald for
their trip.

It 1s asserted by clergy and lalty that
never before in this dispensation was
dlscontent among church membera of
the different denominations ag preva-
jent as at present. A spirit ot Invidlous
caviling seems to have sauntered Into
every nelghborhood. No confidence I8
placed In spurious religlon, but truth
18 sought after.

Much Interest Is belng manifest by
flders and Saints in the establishment
and maintenance of branches of the
Church, Sunday schools, ete, and our
pummber 18 dally augmeting by those

ho are not afraid of truth.
w'I‘he “News” s ever a welcome visitor

to Elders and Saints and all joln in
sending best wishes to same.

Your truly,
JAMES LARSEN.

The Power of God Manifested.
Mllwaukee, Wis,
Aug, 8, 1808,

The Milwaukee force of Eiders, con-
sisting at present of Elders Andrew
LTarsen, R. M. Lynn, C. W. Huhl, Thoa.
Y. Thompson and myself, felt that a
few words from the “Cream Clty”
would be acceptable to the "News.”

We have received the Kindest treat-
ment from the clty officers, and in our
house to house canvass we are gener-
ally treated with respect.

YWe have held slxty-seven meelings
fn Mlilwaukee during the last nearly
four months. We have been treated
kindly, with but one or two exceptions,
during all our open air meetings.

AsS a testimony that God stlll lives
§nd a test!mony that God still lives
power of His Bpirit for their benefit,
we submit the following clrcumstance:

One of Milwuakee's cltlzens, now a
brother, came to us, after having per-
used some of our tracts and books,
with his heart filled with joytul emo-
Hon from the testimony he had re-
celved that we were the true represen-
tatives of Christ, but his {ongue being
bound by an unseen power and trem-
bling in every limb, he could not ex-
press hls deslres for several moments.
Finally, however, he overcame the
evil power and was able to eXpress his
wish to be added to the Church. We
made the necessary preparations and
procecd to comply with his wish on
the evening of July 30th. He was still
laboring under the oppressive influ-
ence, But nfter the ordlnance of hap-
tism was perfomed he came forth freed
from the oppressor and now, when he
tmeetg us he greets us with a hearty
grip and smile and says he is indeed
born again and believes he is getting
young again. He s now 63 years of
age.

He relates to us the manner In
which he was led to us. He always
prayed the Lord to lead him into truth,
and he recelved a vision in which he
beheld four men, whom he described
as belng brilllantly clothed, bright
and shinlng and which led him to Lake
Michigan and baptized him. At the
tlme he did not know that there were
Elders in the city.

The “News” is as welcome as a re-
turned friend.

We send greeting to all our friemds
and dear ones who read these llnes.

Your brother In Christ,

ELDER JAS. NIELSEN.

§19 Gth 8t .Milwaukee.

Loulsiann Conference.

Victorla, La., Aug. 6. 1898

According to fnstructions from Elder
Hen E. Rich, the Loulsiana confere-
ence of thirty-six Elders was called
together July 30th and 3lat, The word
did not reach us In time to make elab-
orate preparations, bul as s00nD a5 it
was received we set our heads to work
for a suitable place for such a gather-
ing. Our minds were at once girected
to the Summerfleld tabernacle In Grant
Parish, some five miles above Colfax,
the parish seat, This {s a large square
builing bullé expressly,for summer use
with a seatlng capaclty of slx hundred
people. It was bullt by the community
and over the speaker’s platform In the
east hangs the motto, “Welcome Lo
All* The Elders laborlng in Grant
parish had been eranted the privilege
of speaking in this bullding some time
before and had made séveral frlends
in the vicinity.

Could we get the tabermacle for thia
occasion? was the question. With the
spirit of charity, gratitude and love
that usually characterizes the labors
and efforts of the Latter-day Salnt
Elders visited the chairman of the
committee In charge of the bullding.
He expreszed his willthgness, siatlng
algo that he would give notice and call
the members of the commiltiee togeth-
ar, obtaln their support and approval.
Some sllght objections such as usually
gecur swhen ¢he '*Mormons” are in
questlon, were brought forth, but over-~
ruled by & majority and the bullding
was ours for the dates mentloned
above. A sufficlent number of famllies
within a radlus of three milea ex-
preased a willingness to enteriain our
Elders and according to previous In-
structions all the Elders but four had
arrived July 29th from the adjoinlng
parishes, Two of these came in Sat-
urday about noon and the other pair
through losing thelr mall were not
present, IBlder N. P. Nelson from
Chattanooga, Tenn., was In attendance.

There was a very large congregation
on Sudnay, over three hundred people
all gathered 1o hear the Gospel as
taught by our Elders. After (he morn-
ing service the good, kind people, as ls
thelr oustom (n this section, spread a

nice lunch and invited the Elders to
partake of thelr hospiallty.

The service In the afternoon was
gomewhat disturbed by a very heavy
shower of rain, which lasted for some
time, during which there was a little
contuslon. All passed off pleasantly,
however, and we are led o believe
from t¢he expressions which followed
that the people generally were well
pleased. Monday, Aug. ist, Elder Nel-
sop met In.councll meeting with the
Fiders, where each Elder reported his
feelings and bore his testlmony., The
terrible heat had qulie overcome some
of them and they were not feeling as
well as usual. None, however, were
gerlously sick and In a few weeks we
hope to be able to report *all well.”
At the close of the timely instructlons
the following Elders were released to
return home: R. E. Caldwell, John
Wood, E. M. Weller Jr. and Arthur
Dall. Respecttully,

J. A, CONWALL.

Victoria, Natchdoches Ph., Loulsiana.

From the HMississippl Conference.

Jackson, Miss.,
Aug. 6, 1898.

We have recently concluded a three
days’ conference, ©our new mission
president, Elder Ben E. Rlich, being in
attendance. 'The face of every Elder
except one or two who were sick pro-
claimed this one of the most pleasur-
able of our conventions. Mauy causes
fizured in that and from the zeal they
dlzplayed upon leaving to resume thelr
respectlve labors, the meetings were
equally as profliable.

The place deslgnated for our confer-
ence was a county whereln our Elders
had not been previoua to our January
conference, At that time able Elders
were assigned that fleld.

The littie town of Mechanicsburg,
Yazoo Co., and distant from Beulonla,
fts nearest rallroad statlon, was the
place chosen. A bowery was construct-
ed, ample accommeodations for ail pro-
vided, and July 30 was fixed for the
first of the three days’ series. A pro-
tracted rain of one or two weeks' dura-
tlon had made the roads difficult to
travel, but this abated so effectually
that the whole heavens seemed to smile
down such a welcome as only a true
Southern friend could excel. Eleven
o'clock a. m. and all seated in our bow-
ery apxlously awaiting our president,
who for three hours had been travel-
Ilng by coach from DBentonia. There
was more than anxlety causing the un-
easlness of that heaven-favored congre-
gatlon. Since daylight, aneother gath-
ering of boys and men armed with
shooting implements were assembling
one mile further down the road toward
our rallroad stationm, till 160 had collect-
ed and they too were awaliting Eilder
Rich. Passing the unfriendly crowd,
he soon hove in sight but was followed
by a eommlttee of the armed men, whe,
upon arriving, informed us that thelr
purpose was o expel us from the
county and that 2 p. m. was the time of
grace fixed. Argument being useless,
they were answered affirmatively and
arrangements Inaugurated to continue
our conference at Jackson, twenty-six
mlles south of Bentonia.

No difficulty was experienced In pro-
curlhg the necessary money and com-
veyances, but the bliterest trigl was In

parting with our dcar friends, who
would have willlingly djed in our de-
fense had we but yielded to their

earnest persuasions for us te remain.
Space would not allow us to report the
speech of Elder Rich, who spoke to our
friends upon vpatriotlam and fealty
to God; then that brave, composed
and faithful body of Elders, armed on-
1y with the helmet of rlghteousneéss
and the sword of God's truth. The sad
farewelis uttered by our friend In near-



