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[From the London Times’ t::nrralpnndant.]
PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

SIEGE OF SEBASTOPOL, NOV. 20,

The siege has been for many days practically
suspended, our batteries are used up and silent,
and our army are much exhausted by the efforts
of excessiye labor and watching, and by the wet
and storm to which they have been so incessant-
ly exposed. It is now pouring rain—the skies
are black as ink—the wind ishowling over the
staggering tents—the trenches are turned into
dykes—in the teants the water is sometimes a

foot deep—our men have not either warm or|

waterproof clothing—they are out for twelve
hours at a time in the trenches—they are plun-
ged into the inevitable miseries of a winter cam-
paign—and not a soul seems to care for their
comfort, or even their lives, These are hard
truths, but the people of England must hear
them. They must know that the wretchea beg-
* gar who wanders about the streets of London
in the rain, leads the life of a Prince compared
with the British soldiers who are fighting out
“here for their conntry, and who, we are compla-
cently assured by the home authorities, are the
best appointed army 'in Europe. They are well
fed, indeed, but they have no shelter, or rest,
and no defense against the weather.

The tents, so long exposed to the blaze of a
Bulgarian sun, and now continually drenched
by torrents of rain, let the wet through *like
sieves,’ and are perfecily useless as protections
against the weather.

A hundred military *Ofelli’ will send home
word of this to England; and it is now more im-
posgible for any English General to control the
correspondence of officers and men under his
command, though in despotic countries the cen-
sorship of the press may succeed in restrieting
to the terrified hearts and homes of families
the depressing and anxious infloence of letters
fromthe seat of war. »

g tl THE SOLDIERS HARDSHIPS,
Again on the 27th; Although the men are on-
ly left for twelve hours in the trenches at a spell,

they suffer considerably from the effects of cold, |
The pervalent diseaseg’
are fever, dysentery, and diarrhea, and in the |

wet, and exposure.

- light division, on which a large share of the la-
bor of the army falls, there were 359.1nen on the
sick list a day or two ngo.

The men's clothey are thread bare and tat-
tered, and are notfit to resist rain or cold. Oa

dit, that all the men will be hutted by the 15th’

of the month, end 15,000 planks have bheen or-
dered up to Balaklava, for the purpose of con-
structing - .sheds and huts. The Firebrand,

Stromboli, and other vessels have already ar-

rived with stores of wood lor that purpose. {4 |
The new battery, the guns of which will be
- worked principally by sailers, is finished, and (it
only remains to pierce the parapets with embra-
sures. At is a ‘fleche’y and will  contain 20 pie-
ces of very heavy metal.. The right side of the
fleche commandsthe Inkerman road and bat-
tery, the left side sweeps the head of Inkerman |
creek, and commands the shipping, which. will
be driven down towards Dockyard eregk. The
position of this battery is on a knoll to the

richt, and in advance of our Lancaster and six- |

ty-eight pouader battery, which stands on the
extreme right, and in rear of the right attack.—
Why was not it made before? .

The Oth regiment, which has just arrived, |
has been ordered to remain in quartess and un- |

der canvass near the town. ne

I have had a look at the Russians on the
hills, and assuredly there is no sign of their mo- |
ving. They could not get a single gun down
the hill or along the valley,—their cavelry
would be utterly useless in such ground,—their
infantry are sgread over the country gathering
timber for huts, and they can now have no com-
munication with Sebastopol by the Inkermaa
causeway, and must go round by the upper or
northern road. - | o
- Now. 28.—All the seum of the Levant—Ital-
ians, Smyrnotea Perotes, Greels, and robbers

—which had resolved itself for the nonece into |

domestic servantry, and accompanied the ex-
pedition since it left Galipoli,is gathering itself
up and returning to its source, The rats think
the ship is sinking; they declare they cannot
- endure the cold'and hardships of the campany
longer, and they are getling away as fast as
‘they can to buirow inthe dingy cafes of their
nasty cities. The inconvenience of this pro:
‘ceeding to their luckless masters, who are thus
deserted in their utmost need, is excessive.

THE FEELING IN THE CAMP, = |
~ The Daily News’ correspondent at the seat of
war says: ‘Of one thing | can assure you, that
no one in the army, excepting headquarters,
either understands the policy of, or has any de-
sire for, another siege of six months. Not a
man, not an officer, but is ready to ‘go at it with
the bayonet,’ and drive the Russians out of Se-
bastopol. Just now, after the arrival of all our
reinforcements, and before the fresh regiments
have paid their tribute of ‘deaths, and disabled,
to the climate, and the hardships of campaign-
ing; just now is the time for successfully at-
tempting an assault. |
Our effective foree of infantry is between 16,-
000 and 18,000; our allies have had 10,000 fresh
troops, and the Turks who have  recently heen
sent in by legions, to be rationed for the Win.
ter, may now muster to the strength of 20,000.
With these forces, and protectzad by the en-
trenchments which gnard the heights, we can
hold our position against the Russian army, and
detach a sufficient force to carry™ Sebastopol.—
What the state of affairs will be four weeks
_henee, who can tell? But eertain it is that our
fresh troops will be decimated, and more than

| The 46th have already been tri

lrug ‘which “hangs

j The Russians have availed themselves of
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have just arrived from their comfortable quar-

~ |tersin Malta. We shall see in a fortnight’s

time how well they can bear up against salt
, outpost duty, and the nheping in a morass,
ed, and found
wanting. On the 25th that regiment had bur-
ied seventy of their men, 200 were in the hos-
pital. It will take them two months to give
them the full bevefit of seasoning, and after
that how many will remain to swell the numbers
of our ‘campaigners?’

DREADFUL CONDITION OF THE TURKSAT

| BALAKLAVA. "
The Turks are employed in making a road
—actudlly mdking a road at last! Its eourse
will be from the town, past headquarters,up to
No. 5 Battery.  They are also émployed in
handing on shore and piling shot and shell.—
It is amusing to watch the niiseruble gravity
and indifference with which these poor, miser.
able' creatures work. Standing in rows, the
men pass the shot from the flat to the beach
with a lazy air, which is only disturbed when ah
unusually big fellow turns up for transmis-
sion. Then the groans, the rolling of eyes, the
convnlsive struggles, the grunts which pass like
eleetric shocks from man to man with the six-
.'ty-eig_ht pound shot or thirteen inch mortar, are
really astonishing, but at lust the globe of met-
al seemsto acquire heat, and is dropped in the
mud like a hot potato by a sufféring Mussul-
man. They réally are weak and wretched, not
naturally, but owing to sickness and bad livipg.
As to the town itself, words eannot deseribe
its filth, its "horrors, its hospials, 'its burials,
its dead and dying Turks, its fowded lanes, its
noisome sheds, its beastly purlieas, or its deu‘;y.
All the pictures ever drawn of plague and pes-
|tilence, from the work of the ‘inspired writer
who chronicled the woes of infidel Egypt down
| to the narratives of Bocceaceio, De Foe, or Molt.
ke, fall short of ‘individoal *bits’ of disease and
deathy, whichany one may gee in ‘half a dezen

| plaees during half an hour's walk'in Balaklava,

In spite of aill our efforts, the dyingTurks have
made of every lane and street a ‘eloaca,’ and the
formns of human suffering which ‘meet the eyeé
dat’ every turn, and once were wont to shoek us,
have now made callous, and have ceased even
to attract passing attraction. Y

Raise up the piece of matting or eoarse
across ‘the dunlw"qj, of
some miserable ‘house, from within which’ you
hear wailiig and ¢ries of painand prayers to the
Prophet;and youw will s(e in one sp t and in nn1

:

inslant 2 mass of sccummulated woes that 'wi
A ¥l PR

serve you with nightmares for alifetime, ,
The dead, laid out as they died, are lyingiside
by side with the living, and the Jatie present.q

tspectacle beyond all imagination. 'The .eoms
jmonest necessaries of a hospital are wanting;
{there is ot the least ‘atiention

paid to - degency
oOr eleanliness—~the stench  is appaliing—the fo-
‘id air can barely strugale oul to taint the at-
\mosphere, saye through theschinks in the walls
and roofs, and, for all I can observe, these anen
die without the least efiurt being made 1o ‘save
them.. There they lie just as they were lel
gently down on the ground by the poor fellows
their, comradesg who brought, them on their

ness, but who are not allowed to remain with
them. The sick appear to be tended by the sick,
and the dyine by the dying. | |

PREPARATIONS FOR STORMING SEB ASTOPOL.

Private letters received from the Frencheamp
hefure Sebastopol,speak of the assault of that
plage asan event that may soon be expeeted.
From several points of observation everything
that is done within the besieged oity ean be
seen. -

‘T'he second line of fortifications is deseribed
As very stroag.

every point\where resistence can be offered, and
what is called the Promenade, is not the worst
prepared to oppose the allies.
however, is nut so.much to take Secbastopol ap

tregses on the'north side.  Sebastopol will pro-
bably be a complete ruin before we can get in,
but'ruin as it may be, there is no alternative,
and the opinion is that it must be stormed and
captured to sglisfy the amour propre of the ar-
lﬁy, and produce a moral eflféet throughout

urope. . f |

The Russians seem to have forseen and pros
vided fot such a contingency, and they hay
nmilt € very preparation f Jetreat to the ﬂﬂl“§
qide'&lh&ilmrhnr,_nnd hayeteken measures t
place every impediment to our advance. The
retreat of Liprandi was occasioned by the in-
undation of Lchernays, and a letter from the
camp speaks of it with satisfaction, the ground
he had occupied being covered with wood,
which can be made available for fuel and other
necepsaries, 45,000t is now said at the Q'hrl
office, is the amount of the force expected with
Omar Pasha. This is about 10,000 more than
was supposed  They are from the garrison of
Shumla, and may therefore be considered as
the flower of the Ofttoman army. It is remar-
ked that the Russians have begun to arm theit
ships in the harbor of Sebastopol, while a por-
tion of the English fleet is thought to be at Si-
nope, and a part of the I'rench at Constanti-:
nople. |
1t was uurmises that the Russsians were me-
diating a dash by sea, to try what chance there
was of an attack on our diminished squadrons.

- EXPORT OF WOODEN HOUSES.

 The Sumroo, a fine shipof 1,000 tons, under
the command of Capt. Henderson, arrived at

| the Southampton Dorks, on Tuesday afternoon,

1o take on board wooden houses for the French

decimated, in their winter quarters. The 9th

troops in the Crimea. The Swiftsure, Captain

backs from tlie camp with the greatest tender:

The diffienlty, |

Price, of 1,800 tons, is expected for the same
purpose in a day or two, and several other ships
of large tonnage have been engaged to follow
as soon as posgible, 'When ready for sea they
will be towed acrossthe Bay of Biscay and to
their destination by French war steamers, which
are to come to Southampton for the purpose.

Several French officers have arrived at South-
ampton, who are specially deputed by the
French Minister of War to superintend the em-
barkation and dispatch of these houses, which
are being manufactured at Gloucester, The
'quantity ordered will provide accommodation
for 15,000 men, '

. The cholera, which broke out on the night of

the 23th Nov., continues its ravages, and we
cannot estimate the number of deaths from it
and its sbettors in the destruction of life lower
than sixty per diem. Noless than eighty-five
men died the night before last in camp, accor-
ding tothe statements I havé received and be-
lieve, and the number of sick men is very large.
'Among the victims to cholera and fever, with-
'in the last few days, were Lieut. Godfrey,
Senior-Lieutenant of the Rifle Brigade, a young
'and popular officer; Lieut. McLachlan, of the
' Royal Artillery, who'was also a great fnmﬁt!;.
and two men of the mounted staff corps recent-
ly arrived here. _ Y

Of'the marine officers in the trenches only
two are fitfor duty. Of the nayal lieutenants
'of the brigave of seamen, amounnting to twenty,
it is stated five are only able to work.

THE SIEGE SUSPENDED,

I suppose one must still head one’s letters

(‘Siege of Sebastopol,’ but really and truly,

this delay increases the difficulty which was
caused by our original negleet and indifference
‘toward the foymidable works which we permit.
ted the Russians to throw up with impunity,
and which have converted Sebastopol into one
of the most  formidable defensive positions the

it effectnally, perhaps the best plan for reducing
the plage, would be to descend into the. valley,
administer a sound beating to Prince Menschi-

the place, inclosing forts, citadels, earthworks,
and batteries, from the Belbek to Balaklava.—
[lfow many men_wounld do this? Perhaps 120,-
000 would be sufficient. This plan suggests it-
self to everyone, and certainly something very
like it must be done before Sebastopol falls.

' In order that people at home may know what
| they have to expect when Sebastopol falls,should
Cit: be taken by assault, I may as well tell themn
that: the. Russians, availing themselves of our
| inaetivity and silence, haye fortified Sebasto-
pol four-fold within the last ten days, They
“have seraped the ground in front of all their bat-
| teries; they have also constructed a strong abit-
 tig in front of all their lines—a most formidable
. obstacle to the progress of attacking columns.—
They have thrown up earthworks, and mount-
ec gunson every available point, and they have
' made sunken batteries before all their redoubts,
and’ before' the Round Tower, as well us along
 the scarps of the slopel. =

A very long reconnoissance of our lines was
| made at the distance of about 1,000 yards, b
| no less a person than the Grand Duke Michael

| and'a very lirge staff, among whom our know- |

|ing people say they could see Prince Menchi-
' coff and General Liprandi. - The Grand Duke
. was recognizable by the profound respect paid
| to him by all; wherever be went hats were ta.
' ken off and heads uncovered. He was also de-
tected’by the presence of a white dog which
alwaysaccompanies him.

. He is a fine, stout young fellow enough, but
| he eould not have seen much abont Balgklava
{ to put him in a good hnmor, for he is averred
' bythe'best telescopes (o have looked mighty
| displeased., 3
. While making his inspection, the enormous
'telescope throngh which he gazed was propped

to keep it, for: we shall b2 unquestionably ex- | up on two piles of muskets and bayonets, 'i!ad"
posed to a severe fire from the heights and for- | le made frequent reference toa very large

chart which could be seen on a portable table.

The Grund Duke, after closing his review of
' us, rode back up the hills towards Tchergoun.

!Mont of the Russian cavalry have disappeared

from our rear, and the foree in and over the val-
ley seeans greatly diminished.
: — e G-

. France.

-
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the New York Daily Times, has set out on a
journey towards Italy; in a recent letter he

EH:FH,'. ik '
You travel fast upon the Lyons road, and per-
gons known to be timorous express no fear of in-
I“Eﬂlll‘ity. Fafty :qil_es in sixty minutes was the
time made upon one long stretch. But then
the doors are locked at the bottom, besides be-
ing latched at the handle, so that they gever fly
open. There is a resident guard at every mile,
oceupying a stone two-story house, built by thJ
railroad upon ils own territory. SIS AN
l, with four

There are four hundred miles of'rai
hundred mansions with their four lmndred re-
sponsible inmates—for the most part raising
families and cultivating ornamental patches.
~ The most serious accident that ever oceurs, is
that an axletree gets hot, and this adventure
happened to vs at Dijon. The Burgundy coun-
try is picturesque and bold, and of eourse exclu-
sively devoted to grapes, the hill sides being
cultivated in terraces or stairways, each ridge
being about six feet high, stacked up with in-
finite art and innumerable little stones, thus of-
fering a flat surface instead ofa slo The
soil, thin and barren, thus stays upon the hills
and nourishes the vines, instead of tumbling
down into the sweeping valley of the Rhone.

|

LY

‘there is mo s*ége of the place whatever, and all |

koff and General Liprandi, drive them out of
the field, and then quietly draw a cordon round |

We traversed Burgundy at lightnin d
but it seemed impossible tyo etl:fu:t tfo mn:
and when we remembered that the crop hdd this
year been blasted by disease, we could only
compare the immensity of the waste to the salt
water of the sea—not a drop of it fit to arink.
Vines in the valleys, vines on the slopes, vines
on the hill-tops, vines elambering over house-
sides, vines invading what ought'to be flower
gardens and polato patches—everything run to
vines and the vines run to naught, such was
the spectacle for six successive hours, at the
rate of forty miles an hour. But grape distriets,

iin France at least, are poor countries, both in

soil and people and the Burgundians looked as
though they would be improved by the restora-
tion of the feudal system. They eertainly con'd
not be worse than they are—ill-clad, “ill-f=d, ill-
lodged, and not educated at all. Their villages
are a8 black and unwholesome to look at as a
smoothed mezzotine. Men can hardly be dis-
tinguished from women; their dress and their
occupation seem to beé mainly the same. ' Nei-
ther man nor woman had yet heard of Sebasto-
pol, 8o it was useless, as we stopped, to ask for
the last dispatch, or Menschikoffs latest bulle-
tin. It was out of the qnestionto hope for news
in such a country—there was nothingbeyond
vines—vines consumed by the oidium.

’ e e e

"' Bxvenin A PErrormep Diaxpy.—Sitthhg on
the piazza of the Cataract House, at' Niagara

| Falls, was a young, foppish looking gentleman,

his garments very highly seented with a min-
‘gled odor of cologne and musk. ' A eolemn-fae-
ed ‘odd looking man, afler passing’' the dandy
several times, with a Jook of aversion whieh
confidential tone, said—

‘Stranger, T know whatll take that scent out
of your clothes; you—2" B

‘What! what do you mean, eir?? said the ex-

'drew general notice, snddenly stopped, and ina

worldBe sov DS Miincn catuch ta duiquinite, “fired with ’ilidignatinn,"1'alnﬂiﬁg from

his chair.

‘O, get mad, now—swear, pitch round, fight
—just because a man wantsto do you a Kkind-
ness!” coolly replied the stranger. “‘But, 1 teil
you, I do know what'll take out that smell—
phew! You justbury your ‘¢lothes—bury ‘em
a dayor two. Unele Josh got afoul of a skunk
and he—"<at this instant there went up from
the crowda simultaneons roar of merriment:
and the dandy very sensibly ‘cleared the coop,’
and vanighed np stairs. has

_ | PR A

A Baipwrrck.—Thé Peruvian ship Gri-
‘meneza, from Swatow for Callao, with 600 em:-
grants, (Chinese ) was lost 706 days ufter start-
ing from the former port, “April 25th, on the
Brampton Reef, on the coast ofdNew Holland,
about 1200 miles from Sidney. She struck at
about half-past one o’clock in the morning—tise

y |picked ap by

Tue BurRGUNDY Blsrnic'r.-.-ﬁich Tento, of

captain; surgeon (Mr. Lester); chief mate, and
four seamen took one boat, and the second mate ,
carpenter; and nine séawmen, took to the ether
and shoved off.

The ship kept on the reef that day and night,
and then slid offyand went down head foremost.
590 of «the Chinese perished. - The boat con-
taining the second mate, carpenter, and nine
seamen was, on the 6ith day -after the wrerk,
the ship Sophie; from Sydney
for Calcutta, where they landed Oet. 10. .

Nothing is known of the fate of the captain
and the rest of the crew.
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BravTies or THE LAaw.—A case, was deci-
ded in the Common Pleas,at Cambridge, Mass.,
the other day, which illustrates the ‘glorious
unecertainties of the law.'. In the spring of
1849, Tuttle of Acton, sold acow to Brown of
Coneord, for fifty dollars.

Soon after the purchase, Brown discovered that
the ecow had one dry teat. He then requested
Tuttle to allow hith a discount of twelve dollars

{and fifty centson the bill, and stated that he

was ready to pay the balance. Tuttle refused
to make any allowance for the dry teat, and
sued Brown for the whole bill.

The case was decided in his favor, but was
carried up on appeal, again returned to the
Crmmon Pleas, where it ‘has remained on the
docket until last Tuesday, whensit was decided
in faver of Brown. The costs have amounted
to 800%.—[Ex. e :

- -

New Coixn.—The new silver coin just issued
from the U. 8. Mint differs but glightly from the
old issue, the general appearance being aboat
the same. The respective weights of the vari-
ous coins authorized by the acts of 1837 and
1853, are as follows:

| _ Act of Jan, '37. Act of Feb. 53,
Dollars - - - 41212 gre

-

grains. No change.
Half Dollars - 206 1-4 192 grains.
Quarter Dollars 103 1.8 *¢ n . ) M
Dimes - = - 4] 1-4 ‘& JB4p <
Half Bime - - 20 58 * #119.90, s
JCent pieces. 12 e o AL

All of the silver coins are now to be made of

one purity—nine parts of silver and one part al-

loy. The issue of three cent pieces now in cir-

culation contains 3 parts silver and one part

alloy.—| Ex. » |
acd e ._.

IZ&°A man praising porter, said it was so ex-

cellent a beverage that, taken 1n large quant

ties, it makes fat. ' ~

‘1 have seen the time,’ said another, ‘when it

made you lean.’ |

. “When?’ asked the eulogist.

‘ Last night—against the wall.”

E‘;Tin only small dogs who bark; so with
men; the smaller a man’s calibre, the mere noise

he makes.

o

'Inte.ﬁ:i.ty, however rough, is better than
smooth dissimulation. ks




