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decreased by the coming of the rall-
road car, but the meek-eyed burro, as
a bepst of burden, seems lndispensa-
ble to Mexican existence, and goes on
his: way rejoicing as of vore.
NORMAN W. MACLEOD.

COLONISTS IN MEXICO.

Colonia Juarez, Mexleo, Oct. 20, 1897.
—Not long since we were visited by a
high Mexican official from Caudad
Juarez—the Jefe Politlco—( pronounced
heffy politico, which in Engiish means
“political chief”), with a large number
of other dignitaries, including those
of Casas Grandes.
vance announced their coming, which
was on Sunday morning. The Sun-
day school wns dismissed and the chil-
dren, about 260 In number, marched
to the residence of Presaldent Eyring,
formed in line before our visitors and
sang several Sunday school hymns
very sweetly, which pleased them very
much. In the meantime the band had
assembled and afterward played sev-
eral pieces, closing with the Mexican
pational hymn. While this was belng
rendered every Mexican stood with
head uncovered, and on lts conclusion
waved thelr hats and shouted, “Viva
la Colonia Juarez,' with much en-
thusiasm, The Jefe Politico spoke in
glowing terms of thelr receptlon, the
place and the people, and said that
although he had much spoken in
praise of Colonla Juarez, the reality
surpasged his expectations. After din-
ner the party returned homeward,much
delighted with thelr visit.

Our band recentiy recelved an in-
vitation from Gov. Ahumada to visit
the caplital eity Chihuahus, but 1 think
they will be unable to accept owing to
the absence of one member, Edw. Mc-
Clellan, who has just gone upon a mls-
slon, and the recent death of another
member, Henry S. Walser, both these
brethren being important members of
the band.

In company with I Xlder Joseph C,
Bentley I had the privilege of visiting
our gettlements in the mountalns a few
days ago, He went as a home mis-
sionary, and to reorganize the Y. M.
M. I. assoclations in Pacheco, Garcia
and Chuichupe. In Pacheco we found
apples Just com!ng into bearlng. also a
few peaches at Corrallis, about two
miles south. We were told that small
frulta, such as blackberries and straw-
berrtes, produce wonderfully both in
quantity and quallty, as they do In
Colonia, Juarez, Dublan and Dlaz. 1
think all these mountaln settlements
will hecome great fruit producers; the
summers are not so0 warm and the win-
ters not nearly so cold as in central
and northern Utah, snow rarely falling
in Pacheco, and usually remaining only
a short tlme on the ground. Garcia
and Chulchupe are more recently es-
tabllshed and fruit trees are as vet too
young to produce; but 1 never saw
such fine and large garden vegetablcs
of all kinds. At Corralis, the home of
our venerable Patriarch Henry Lunt,
were growing the largest cabbages I
ever saw. In all these places sorghum,
vegetables, corn and oats do well. In
Chuichupe a field of ten acres of oats
belonging to Sextus E. Johngon stood
fully five feet in height and was heav-
ily headed. Stock does well here, and
thousands of pounds of cheese are pro-
duced each year. Besldes the Thatcher
steamn saw mill there is another near
Pacheco, two at or near Garela, a
shingle mill at Pacheco and another at
Garcia. These mills supply work for
many men and teams In producing
and hauling lumhber and shingles to
our own places and for shipment on
the rallroad.

Frult is here a source of much reve-
nue, some parties reallzlng over $2,000
on blackherries and strawberries alone,
which sell quickly at fifteen and twen-
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ty cents per quart. Dr. Bentley has
put up at his ecannery many thousand
cans of the above frults and of plums
and tomatoes, his business constantly
growing. But of this more anon.

I must mention a rather anomalous
conditlon of things here—the great
scarcity of help, it belng almost im-
possible to hire it for cash Iin hand.
When help is asked in hand labor or
team work men often say they would
rather pay cash than do the work, if
it is to apply on a debt. Many in Utah
who are unahle to obtain employment
would do well to come here where they
could have plenty, with good pay, and
grow up with the country, which is
rapidly developing and has great pos-

sibilities.
J. H. MARTINEAU.

OUR :SAN FRANCISCO” LETTER.

San Franclsco, Cal.,, 0ct, 20, 1897.—
Everything appears to be rather quiet
around the clty, owlng perhapg to the
unpleasant weather, whlch has been
threatening the last few days. The
recent official unpleasantness has al-
most died out, with the exception of
an occaslonal echo that resounds when
the city fathers drop the ax upon the
neck of some disloyal politician. Po-
lice Commissioner Gunst was unsuc-
ceasful In trying to have the chlef of
police removed from office, and save
for o little newspaper talk the contro-
verasy has ended. and business around
the municipal offices has settled back
into the old routine. The merchants
are organizlng to regain lost territory
and are up in 2 body to defeat discrim-
Inating freight rates, Two CcOonven-
tions were held here this week, hring-
ing many visltors to the city In addij-
tion to the large number that are here
now awalting the opening of the rac-
ing season.

There Is an active movement on foot
among the merchants of this city to
form an organizatlon of representative
business men, the object of which will
be to promote trade along the Coast
and In the interior of the neighboring
states, by subsidizing steamers to com-
pete wth the regular steamship lnes
and thereby reducing transportation
charges, which at present are prohibit-
ory and cut San Francisco off as a
distributing point for the territory she
claims as rightfully belonging to her.
A slmilar organlzation existed a few
years ago and the henefits derived were
deeidedly satisfactory to shippers In
zeneral, Competition cut freight rates
and 8an Francisco became the princi-
pal distributing point for the FPacific
states. But things came too easy, in-
terest died out, the competitive vessels
weTe absorbed by the corporations con-
trolling the main lines and again trans-
portation charges became exorbitant
and San Francisco found herself shut
out of the field of competition and de-
prived of the trade in the territorles
she now seeks to regaln. The rall-
roads are alse largely held responsi-
ble for the state of affairs as they ex-
ist today, as they have tried to dictate
to the merchants the limit of the ter-
ritory they are entitled to. The effort
of the railroad has heen to divide the
trade of the Coast into three divisiona
with Portland In the north, Tos An-
geles in the south and San Francisco
In a part of California and Nevada.-To
attain this object digeriminating rates
have been made in favor of the first
two places named. A3 everyone knows,
it i8 useless to expect relief from the
raflroads, but the great waterway, the
ocean, on which this clty is s» advan-
tageously situated, Is open and free,
and It 1s to this means of transporta-
tion that the merchants look for de-
liverance, In the course of o few
weeks a new line of ateamers, subasi-
dized by the Merchants” agsoclation,

will be in operatioin between here and
the northern and southern ports, car-
rying supplles from San Francisco in-
to the forbldden fleld at rates that will
defy the rajlroad diseriminatlons, and
will, it 18 hoped, compel them to meet
the cut or else withdraw from the com-
petition.

The sixth annual convention of the
California Miners’ assoclation |3 |{n ses-
sion here this week and nearly four
hundred delegates from &Il parts of
the state are in attendance. The
question of creating a mnew cabinet
position, that of secretary of mines,
will come up for discussion, as it seerns
to be the unanimous desire of the dele-
gatea that Congress create a depart-
ment to look after the Interests of
mining in general, and no doubt a Tes-
olution will be drafted to Congress for
that purpose.

The Grand Lodge of California, Free
and Accepted Masons, held thelr forty-
elghth annual meeting last week. The
main feature of the meeting was the
appropriation of $20,000 for the benefit
of the Masonic Widows' and Orphans’
Home recently established in Alameda
county.

Another fountain has been presented
to the city of San Francisco, making
the third for the present year., The
1ast monument was unvelled with im-
pressive ceremonies on Sunday,October
17th. and was erected to the memory
of Robhert Louis Stevenson, the novel-
jat, and is the gift of a host of his ad-
mirers. It consists of a granite pedes-
tal in which a water tap Is inserted,
and on which the following words of
Stevenson are jnscribed: “To be hon-
est, to be kind, to earm a little, to
spend a little less, to make upon the
whole a family happier for his pres-
ence, to renounce when that shall be
necessary and mnot be embittered—to
keep a few friends, but these without
capitulation, above all on the same
grim condition to keep friends with
himself—here is a task for all that a
man has of fortitude and dellcacy.*
On the top of the pedestal i8 a bronze
ghip with golden sails, something after
the pattern of a Spanish ship of
Columbus’s time. FPortasmouth square
was selected as the site for the monu-
ment because of lIts assoclation with
the author, who used to spend mueh
of his time there, while 1iving here,
among the outcasts and unfortunates
of the four quarters of the earth.

On next Saturday San Jose will in-
troduce something novel In the way of
rajsing money for the cause of sweet
charity. The electric street car Ilnes
will be in charge of pretty young comn-
ductresses, who will collect the fares
of passengers and perform the duties
of the reguiar conduetor, The cars wilt
be decorated with ribbong and flowera
and some will he accompanied by
siring bands. The proceeds of this
novel venture are to go to the ASBo-
ciated Charities.

The receiving hospital came near
belng the scene of a frightful fire last
Sunday night, that would have ended
the lives of many ©of the helpleas in-
mates had it not been for the timely
actlon of the attendants In charge.
A maniae confined in the padded cell
{t is believed set the place on fire, and
his cries attracted the attention of the
docter and his assistants who rushed
to his rescue, They found the mana-
cled maniae enveloped in flames which
thev quickly extinguished with buckets
before much damage had been done,
though not before the other patlents
had become terrified.

An old woman in rags and tatters
was arreasted last week for Insanity.
and on belng searched at the city
prison $4.4560 in gold was found con-
cealed in the solled and torn rags that
gerved her for a dress. Slnee then
geveral people have displayed an Inter-
est in the poor old creature's welfare.



