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To say, therefore, that the Glad-|igmominlously. Decedence sat in, the [son and one or two others thom_

stone of twenty or even tén Yeanrs ago
and the Gladstone of today nre on an
exact equslity or any condltion ap-
preaching it, is to mock at the strides
of time And stolidly shut our eyes upen
the ravages wrought by progress. Al
great men bave their time of pros-
perity, which continues until the pin-
nacle s reached, then the downward
course is entered upon and pursued
much more raplily than the upward
one. There sre no exceptions to this;
yet, with the myriad of examples be-
fore our eyes, we poersist o looking
upon the human mechanism as im-
pervious to the friction of years, the
mipd as baving abated no:e of its
vigor or brightness, nlthough the foun.
tain from whieb 1ts sustensnce is
drawn is at the very point of exhaus-
tion. How often Is It the case that the
willing animal is harnessed to his load
just once more than he could bear it,
and he gives up the unequal contest
forever ot & time wheu his driveris
subjected to serious embarrassmente!
Cardinsl Richelieu was for a time
the piliar of state to the kingdom of
France. He was moulded by
nature for such a calling. When
he could mnot prevail by main
force, his reserve fuculty of cun-
ning was exercised with equal suecess.
He became the sne qua non; and in
tbe stage picture presented, when it
seemed 88 though io hiz declinlng
years a foul conspiracy sageinst the
uerile and weak-minded monarch was
Jkely to prevail, he ralljed at the lsst
moment, dragged himeelfl from the
jaws of death and orushed the budding
tresgon beneath hls feet. This s how
we have it presented to us before the
footlighte, and a more effective dra-
matic spectaele it would he difficult to
devise. In resnlity, Richelieu, like
meny others whose public lives have
been prolonged into the domein of in-
sotivity if not senility, was too much
enamored of his own prowess to sur-
render it at a time when he couid bave
done so with credit and have thus
malntained hla great reputstion
throughbout the ngen to corue; and being
no longer Bble to engage actively in
the field of diplomacy, he seught to
pustein himeelf by meauns of cuonlog
nod oraft alone, He became unscrup-
ulous, psevish and cruel, and finally
went down with hkis greatuess ob-

soured, his fmme puled and
himeelf  despised. It wss Dot
for want of judgment, [(or his

wes beyond the scope of most men’s
compreheneion; nor because of fajling
intellect, his being abnormaily good to
the end; but for the renson that he wse
vain and inflated with the greatness of
his station and the adulation of the
eourtiers and minlons about him—
these trophles he would not give up
and he prolonged his life’s work be-
yond the time when nature demanded
that he cesse from trouble or troubling.

There ate many similar coser, con-
spicucus among them being that of

dw!n Forrest, the greatest Amer-
fean tragedian and one of the greatest
the world ever produced, He mounted
to giddy heights and bad the world of
intellect and culture at his feet. He
was lionized everywhere and looked
up to by everybody. Crozsus seemed to
haveunlocked his vaults and poured
the contents cut upon tbe gifted man.
Heo rose, he reigned, he fell, and fel)

gout and other destructive agencies
Iaid their deadly clutch uwpon bim,
but so vain, so impericus, so unwilling
to give up his away had he be-
gome that io the face of nature,
contrary to resson and agilnst the re-
monstrance of {rlends he persisted in
dragging hias swollen feet upen the
stage and making of the heroes wbich
once breathed and moved and epake
through bim the most hideous of carl-
ocatures. A few frlends clung to him,
but only a few; it was because of what
he bad been, not what he had bacome,
Thus broken-hearted and broken-spirit-
ed, he ended his career in disgraceful
failure.

When men have achieved a full
measure of life?s usefulnessin o partio-
ular calllng and nre thus entitled to
honoreble retirement, or at least to
such abatement of actual toll as will
not be utterly inconsistent with their
enfeebled condition, to persist in going
ahead an actlvely as when the heydey
of full manhoovd wues upon them, is
unjust to those whe depend upon them
a8 well ag themselvesr. Who can meas-
ute the depth of the misfortune that
a grent cause will be plunged into if;
though lack of aggressivene:s, deter-
mination and viger the present govern-
ment of Greant Briwin shall fail? Tt
will be such a fzll as will bury notonly
the principle for which the Grand Old
dMan has been so long contending, but
himself, his Immediate friende and
those struggling people aoross the
cbeannel whose hopes snd prayera for
deliverance from the curse of nhaolute
iandloréism seemed po nearly anawered.
It is impossible for the impartial nod
cultivated mind to contempinte without
admiratlon the spectacle of ledstone
with his armor on still fighting the
good fight, or to cease wondering at
the grest ments]l and physical endur-
snce which he s still in possession of.
But-it must be remembered that he ls
at the threshold of hls eighty-third
year, and that he hae been active with-
out cemjng for the full period of time
allotted to moap in this life. The pra-
miership of the oldest civilized and in
some respects foremost nation of all
the world is one Involving the
gravest responsibillties and most cease-
lesa cares, We greatly fear that he iz
unequai to the task of injecting lnto s
ministry timid through.apprehension
and distrustful through fear the vigor
and energy which aloue can rescue the
government from lmpendlog misfor-
tane if not dissclution. Its failure
within a few monthas was predicted by
the knowing ones 50 soon As the result
of the Inte elections wus made
koewn; snd it may be taken for grant-
wod that those same wiseacres, together
with all the disappeinted and
jaundiced politiciane, are ueing Do
effort to prevent it from going down.
It begins to look as if the great
premier had underinken one contest
too many.

AGILE KANSAS.

An exchange notes that *“One of the
new congressmen from Iansne is
Charles Curtis, who is one-fourth In-
dinn, He traces hiz ancestry buck to
Louis Gouville, a French trader, and

the deughter of a Kaw chief, who were
married in 1825, With Pefler, Birop-

delegation promiees to maintain its
high rank for ptoturesque snd unique.
quality.” To this promising liat shoylg
be edded the COnZreammau-at-large,:
who is a0 ex-Confederate; this wouﬁ"'
not be » matter worthy of special mep
tion almost anywhere else, but -th.
iden of a state whioh enjoys the m:
tinotion of belng the birth-place of
proctical  sbolitioniem, the hom
of John Brown and whose Rapub]ie
can msjorities in the days whe N
it bad much fewer people occasionat]
went up to 80,000, sending to Congreg
by its action as B whole o man wha
fought to perpetuste elavery! Byt tho
Incongruous exhibit does not end ye e
a woman —Mrs. Liease—is a cundidnge
for the position of United Staten senatny
with anything but a bad chance t
success! Then there is Johy ngo
Ingalle, the waap-tocgued "Slnlegm:e
out of-a joh,”*and an e:-seunalor--j;‘{,,,!n
—settlng type on R country Laper le
New Mexico, and-—but why Bmpl"yg
Burely Knnaas ls entitled to the pgj
88 the commonweaith where the um
expected happens oftener than aun-
where else under the sun. y-

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH MESSAGES,

Bradsirect’s notes o recent decisiog b
the supreme court of the stgie of
Georgla which amounts to a virtug)
exemptlon of telegraph cempanieg
from jenalties for fmilure to deljy
meseagos ob Bunday. The laws el;
the &tate—mnd it may be mentlom?
that the code of many others of th
states—make it unlawful for any pe iy
son to pursue his business or the worl;
of his ordinnry ceiling on the firet g
ol the weédk, commonly called Bu,f
dsy; and the court hoids that thiy
applies to telegruaph companples ag waﬁ
By to anybody else. Under the degjg
ion, therefore, n telegraph compan D
is r.ot put by law, and cannot put uy
selfl by contraet, under sny duty t.‘
transmit and deliver moseages op lect:b
dey unless by reason of the subject
motter of the messages in questigp
that transmission and dellvery cap be
fairly considered re n work of neceasit
or charity; and a failure to perrorn);
the work on the Lord’s day with re
soneble dispatch will not subjeot u?(;
compasy to the stutulory penaity, nng
an action thereflor is not malnlah;able
The decislon is Interesting by ressop
of the large number of demage ayits
the comprnies bave had to detend for
failure to fulfill the contract supposed
to be exlsting when the MeSSBEe WRB
accepted; nod it will be more intereat.
Ing still if the courta In the other
states having slmilar laws shall put a
similar construction upon them,

CHICAGO AND ST. LOUIS ENTERPRISE

The workmen and professors are en»
gaged on a monster telescope for Chi-
cago. Thatcity is sot heppy so long
88 oy other place has noything blgger
than it hes, and this rofers to popuin-
tion, exhibitlons, fires, Demoocratic
miijorities and telescopes as well ns to
other unmentioned item ; sndthus the
inetrument at Lick obser vatury is to be
msade recond on the world’e list lnetead
of first as at present. The contract for




