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TO BANTIAGO DE CUBA

Speclal correspondence/fof the "Deserex
News.'

Sawntiago de Cuba, Aug. 3, 1848
The first passenger steamer to enter
this port slnce it became an American
possession, was the Philadelphla, of the
Red D line, chartered for one trip only

by the Ward company, whose own
boats, which lately plied these waters,
were purchased some months ago by
our government. Naturally, the de-
parture of the Philadelphia created a
ripple of excitement in New York har-
bor. Hours before salling time, (1 p.
m. Saturday, July 23rd), so crowded
was the steamer that It appeared as if
several hundred clvitians had taken
advantage of this flrst opportunity of
getting into Cuba. Nearly every
prominent member of the Junta was
on board, chattering and gesticulating
as only Cuban-Spaniards can. Re-
porters interviewed recklessly. Dusky-
eyed Senoritas wept upon the bosoms
of the departing and a thousand lov-
ing messages were dlspatched to
friends who yet remained in Cuba.
Phen what a skurrying over the gang-
plank when the last whistle sounded;
and when the steamer finally silpped
her moorings and slid away from shore,
amid cheers and tears and waving
handkerchiefs, it was discovered that
but a hanrdful of the throng was
booked for the passage, Nobody went
for pleasure only on this long journey
to the beleaguered seat of war, but
each of the forty odd passengers had
hiz special, Importanut misasion. For
example; there was the elderly editor
of EiI Porvenir, the Cuban newspaper,
published In New York, sent down by
thc Junta to placate the disgruntied
patriots, who are at outs with thelr
Amerlcan allies thus early In the game
because not permitted to 100t and mur-
der in the taking of Santiago. There
wad Mr. R. C. Smith, agent for the
Ceballos company, of the Companla
Transatlantic Espanola, which has se-
cured the contract for transporting to
Spain the army surrendered by Gen.
Teral at Santiago, going to complete
arrangements for relleving Unecle Sam-
uel of 165000 hungry boarders as soon
as possible, There was Mr. W, A,
Donaldson, of Far Rockaway, who was
last week appolnted by President Mec-
Kinley to collect dutles at our new
port, going to establish a United States
custom house at Santlago and revive
in Cuba the tonnage tax, which Spaln
long ago ahbolished. Under Spanish
rule, there has been a tax of $1 per
ton on all cargo loaded or delivered at
any Cuban port, the sole exception be-
ing in taver of coal, which paid no tax,
and iron ore, which pald only § cents
the tgn. The department at Washing-
ton retains the latter discrimlnations
but has revivied the long-abolished
tonnage tax, fixing it at 20 cents the
ton, on the reglsterad net tonnage of
all other vessels, to be pald on enter-
ing the harbor. The Philadelphia atso
carried a dozen or more engineers and
mine-owners, AmeTlcan, German and
Cuban, going to reopen thelr {ron and
copper works in the mountalns around
Santlago, Phlladelphia Baltimore and
New York are sepecially interestod In
these mines, In the order named. In
times not olng rpast a great deal of
Santiage Iron-ore was shipped to
points along the line of the Pennsyl-
vanla and Reading railroads, These
mining companies have two or three
short railroads, running from the port
to their works In the Cobre hlills.
Not least among their losses by the
war has been the dumping of some
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Among the Phladelphia passengers
was Mr. Kingsbury from the Washing-
ton weather bureau, sent to Inaugurate
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