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New Definliions—1The New Era,

CHI1CAGO, April 3, 1876.
Editor Peseret News:

Matters are becoming so involved
among us here that in a short time
our conceptions of honor, virtue,
integrity and honesty must of
necessity undergo a great change.
The definitions of these qualities
given by our fathers will have to be
totally rewritten by modern lexi-

cographers. One of eur prominent
newspapers, in reviewing the pres-
ent outcome of fraud, says, “Vir-
tues take rank according to the
pursuits and customs of the day and
people; that which is most extolled
in a condition of immature society
becomes intolerable at a high stage
of civilization.” Judging from
this philosophical conclusion, we
are to infer that the honesty and
integri'y of one hundred years
ago a:e not adapted to our
high st .te of civilization. If hon-
esty i~ to be defined by a centen-
nial Webster, according to this he
must say, ‘““Get into office, cheat
your ' eighbor, rob the public treas-
ury, .«.d make %lurﬁelf generally
talked about.” This is the condi-
tion of our society at present,though
every ‘Monday morning some doz-
ens of columns of printed sermons
appear; every day a million editor-
ial articles are scattered broadcast
among the people; church bells
with undefinable clamor are pro-
claiming Christian services every
Sunday evening; evaungelical re-
vivalists are tramping through the
lJand and braying their doctrines
into every ear; and what does all
this amount to? That the defini-
tions of a few words are to be
changed? Thisin truth is what is
the matter at present. To be an
honest man or a virtuous woman
after theold regime is to be an out-
cast from modern society. Perhaps
the world will get en as well with
the new order of things, but it
is ratber doubtful.

In this city we are treated to an
exhibition of corruptien and rascal-
ity that in moral communities
would cause a political and social
revolution. Men stand up and de-
tail calmly and explicitly how they
practised fraud and perjury year
after year for the last decade. One
would think it was a war-worn
veteran displaying his scars, and
exhibiting his medals for distin-
guished services to his counlry, be-
fore an admiring and appreciative
audience. We have lecturers froo,
Enpgland and divines from Franel
and Italy, teiling us the way to ger
but as they don’'t seem to travm
that road themselves we are rathce
disinelined to go in the direction
of their finger-points. \WWhen one
refers back a century or so, and
reads the life of George Washing-
ton, one can’t help arriving at con-
clusiens anything but orthodox.
Fourth of July orators, and gush-
ing historians, and daughter-mar-
rying biographers assure us, with
all the composure and conscious-
ness of superior intellect, that
Geerge Washington was the instru-
ment of heaven, and that it was
by the divine protection that he
was carried safe through the Brad-
dock massacre, throughi the many
other almost miraculous escapes,
and specially delegated by God for
the benefit of mankind, YYhen we
look around to-day and survey the
religion, the politics, and the soci-
ety of our country, I am afraid we
can’t help saying heaven works in
a mysterious way its wonders to
perform. Yet I am not inclined to
disagree wholly with the aceepted
dogmas relative to the father of his
country or our country, but I look
at the case from a wholly different
peintof view, and I do think that
Providence bas a hand in matters
at the present time, that he is only
preparing for another great revolu-
tion similar to these which purged
and purified society in former
times. Where or through what
source Almighty God is going to
regenerate man it is not for me to
conjecture.

As a matler of course Mrs. Bel-
knap has furnished material for
many a sermon, discourse and so-
cial conversation among us here.
[t is rather hard to speak of the
unfortunate woman, but it can’t te
helped. She is but the fruit of a
diseased {ree, How many hundreds
lower in the scale than she is are
also suffering from a diseased social
state cannot be determined. It is
only when railroad directors are
killed that railroad accidents are

inquired into; se it is only when
great personages fall that our social |

a female w ocently inquire,
“Why shouldn’ Mrs. Belkuap re-
ceive a present of several Lhousand
dollars from Mr. Maursh, if Mr.
Marsh was a friend of her husbaud,
and her husband had done him a
valuable service?” The woman
that would be logical enough to
reason thus ought to go a little fur-
ther and ask herself, “If by receiv-
ing a present I bring dishenor on
my house, what will it avail me?
If my husband conferred favors on
some individual through friemd-
ghip, then I have no right to exact
ayment for - what was done in
riendship?” ' Could notthis logical
lady pursue a train of inquiry that
would Lelp to set her right? No,

ing shume that any one should

malign his character in sugn

country, and it is going very fast
now.

a mauner, When asked why he
did not defend himself, T,c @ piied
that he could npov make up his|
mind to burt tbe woman.  Had it
been Johnson himself Lhe case
would have been different. John-
son knew this, and that is why (in
my opinion, and it is the opinion of
all who are acquainted with the |
low intriguing characte:s of the
man) he sent his wife to do the
deed that he was too cowardly to
de himself, It seems to be a family
failing to wish to take the life
of their fellow ma. None
of them, have ever bee. punished |
for their crimes, and 1 neir that

The truth is, there is no healthy
thought anywhere among u<. It
there was, prominest men anrd
women would be honest from sheer
roguery. MRgs. D. B,

|
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The Bear Lake Homlelde,

LAKE TowN, Rich Co., Utah,
A pril 10, 1876,

Edilor Deseret News:

I write you a few lines, wishing
to correct a false statement|which
appeared in the NEwsof April 5th,
concerning the shooting of James
C. Bwenson, at Bouth Eden, by
Mrs. Sallie Johnson. Yourinform-
ant either wilfully misrepresented
the matter or was ignorant of the
facts in the case.” Mr. Bwenson was
well known to be a man of sterling
veracCity and as he was brought to
my house after he was shot 1 had
an oportunity of hearing his stute-
ment concerning the whole brutal
and inhuman proceeding. He had
no quarrrel with Mrs, Johnson and
bad no gun in his hands. There
was only one of her boys with her,
the one that is now under arrest.
She came to the house where he
was at work between one and two
o’clock p. m., the boy carrying a
shot gun. When she got to the
house she took the gun and sat
down on a log, which lay in front
of the house. Mr. Swenson stood
in the door and talked with her
abeut bhalf an heur. She told him,
in a very quiet mauner, that that
was their home, that Mr. Johnson
would do nothing about it, and so
she thought she would attend to it
herself. She told him that he had
better leave if he did not want to
be hurt. Mr. Swenson tried to
reason with her, telling her he did
not like to walk home (a distance
of about elght miles); that it would
make no difference to her, as he
was only hired to work for Mur,
Pratt, the gentleman who is con:
testing the land c¢laim with M.
Johnson; that he had bothing to
do with the land; and that Mr.
Pratt was the man for her to talk |
to. BShe remarked, “I will shoot
you,”and he saw her coek the gun.
He then stepped back into the
house and put up the door, which
was not hung, and put a prop
against it. The boy got a club and
beat the door, tryingy as Mr. Bwen-
son thought afterwards, estensibly
to force it open, but really to at
tract his attemtion, while his
mother went around the house and
shet through the window, the shot
taking effect in the rignt leg, ju«t
above the knee, shattering the
pone in aterrible manner. He then
hopped on one leg to his bed,which
was on the floor, and lay down.

Mrs. Johnson then came into the
house and talked with him, telling
him sbe was sorry she had shot
him. He told her it was too late to
be sorry. He asked her if she would |
not send to Lake Town and let his
friends know of his condition. Bhe
told him that she could not, as Mr,
Johnsen had gone to Lake Town
and taken all the horses there was
on the ranch., She then wentaway
and left him there alone until near
sundown, when she returned with
a team and two boys, her story ef
there being no horses there being
untrue. It was Mr, Swenson's opin-
ion that her first intentions were to
let him lie there and die alone, but
afterwards thoughbt it would make
less trouble for herself to send him
home. He said she handled his
leg in a very rough and cruel man-
ner whil:t assisting him in the
sleigh, lifting it up and twisting it
around, causing him great pain.
He was shot on Wednesday, March
22nd, about two o’clock p.m., and
lived until Sunday night; twelve
o’clock.. Though he suffered great
pain, he bore it with wonderful for-
titude, never making a moan when
Dr. Harrison probed his wouads for
the balls, which were lodged in his

i

|the city council to

Mrs. Johnson is out ¢ bail, I
think it is a croel wi ug to the
community to let such eople run
at lJarge. Of course it v | net give
back the life they have 1u.vuw O
panish them, but it might:ave the
lives of others that will be in dau-
ger from their malice, '
MRS, SARAH J. AUSTIN,
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Mnss Meeting—Water Rights—The
Liguor Business—-Farming Pros-
pecis,

SPRING CITY, Sanpete Co.,
April 8, 1876,

Ediler Deseret News:

A mass meeting of the citizens of
this place was called tce take into
consideration the course and neces-
sity of guarding and protecting eur
farming and agricultural interests
and water rights, that have acerued
to the citizens of this place since
18509, as parties have goue above
our settlement and more are pre-
paring to go, and divert the water
from the chanpels into which it
bas been flowing for the last reyen-
teen years, to the great detriment
of the citizens of this place.

Prest. O. Hyde was ¢lected chair-
man of the meeling. He stated
the object of the meeting and point-
ed out the best course to pursune.
A. number of other citizens express-
ed their views on the subject.

A motion was made to petition
pass an-ordi-
nance to control tha waters aud
canals pertaining to this settlement,
which was seconded and carried
unanimously, all agreeing in case
of a law suit to furnish their quota
of the expenses incurred. |

Of late we have had a little pro-
gressive civilization in our midst,
viz., whigkey, law, and their con-
comitant evils, which very much
annoyed the law-abiding citizens.

A petition was got up asking the
City Council to prohibit-the sale of
spirituous ligquors. ' The ladies of
the Female Relief Society stepped
boldly forward, one and all; and
pigned their names toa petition.
Prest. Hyde, at the fast meeting,
also spoke of the evils resulting
irom the use of the same,

The two petitions above named
were numerously signed by the
citizens by upwards of 200 signa-
tures to each petition, It now ie-
mains to be seen what dispo=ition
the city council will make of them.

The health of the people is gen-

|

\

|

the whooping cough, aud a Winter
cough, amongst the children,which
is very common at present,

Farming _operations are some-
what tardy, on account of the late-
ness of the season. Nothing has
yet been done on our rarme. It is
snowing at the time of writing,
with a covering of three inches,
which fell through the night.

Very respectimlly,
J. T. ELLIS.

|

- some cattle, but in sur settlement

| atterwards the report of apistol shot

10n the arrival of the train at this

/A leiter was also found on him,

erally good, with the exception of |

Some of the settlements have lost

there has been none lost for want
of feed. I have written about as I
see things, and you may think this
is a hard country, but I do nbt." My
horses and others bave run out all
winter,and done well,  'We have
nothing to hinder us from enjoying
ourselves apd Living.our religion
but our own dear selves, -
Yours truly, C. MERKLEX.

-

and I think at no far distant day it
will be a great grain growing dis.
triet.. There has been an influence
used against the settling of this
valley by stock men, but the facili-
ties for making asettlement are be-

| coming known. Oar winter has

been one of unusual length and
severity. Our deepest snow has
been eighteen inches,

The SBemi-Weekly NEWS has
been a source of comfort to me
this winter. J. O.

Mad and Snow—Hay Seare—Se2lping

Sulcide—A Dilk, ete.

CGDEN CITY, Utah, :
April 14,1876,
Editor Dcseret News:

Accidents, fatul and othérwice
serious, ‘suicides and attempts at
suicides are Lecoming alarmingly
frequent in and around this section
of country. ' You' will have heaid
that on )Weﬂnvsduy afternoon a
man named E, B. Ball; ghot him-
gelf at the Beardsley House,

who was on the east bound emi-
grant train from California, when
about three niiles on this side of
Corinne. ‘was séen to enter the
water-closet on the car and shortly

was heard to proceed thence, which
caused muchastonishment and con-
jecture amongst the passengers on
the train. One of them went to
the closet looked through an aper-
ture and saw the man in'a sitting
posture and apparently dead. He
scarcely had time to inform his
fellow passengers of this, when
they heard a second report of fire
arms, and on repairing to the closet
they found the manstill inasitting
posture, but quite dead. He had
first fired a =shot which had enter-
terered his ear, but this not prov-
ed fatal, he fired a second sghot,
which entered the top of the head,
tearing away the bonesand making

brains were completely blown out.

city[an inquest was held en the
bedy and the jury returned a ver-
dict to the eflect that deceased ]
eame to his death fromn pistol
shots fired by his own hands,
while in a state of temporary in-
ganity. On his person was found |
a wateh, aticket, over two hundred
dollars in currency, and abeut $60
in coin, &c. The pistol was found
on the seat in the closet The 1e-
mains were conveyed to the Court
house in this place, where 1 saw
and examined them this morning,
and a more frightiul and ghastly
sight it has never been my lot to
witness since the Bultler tragedy in
1869. Deceased appears to be about
forty years of age, has dark hair,
sandy whiskers or beard, is near
six feet high and is strengly builit.

ffom which it is supposed that be
had been in business as a bar-|
keeper in California, and that he
apprehended some trouble to arise
from some recent transaction there, |
He was interred here this after- |
noon.

a frightful chasm in his head. His|

—Marriage—Charivaring, &e.

PROVIDENCE, Cache Co
April 12, 1873,

FEditor Deseret News:

Aslong as this weather contin-
ues the people of this region need
not apprehend trouble on account
of the dryuess of their shoes, the
mud-andsnow being plentiful Hay
stacks ip this town and surround-
ing locality are small, all that
left on any one man’s stack
yard (with few exceptions) could

Yesterday a many B. Bramlett, | easily be hauled at one load, the

t_dhed also being overbauled and rob-
bed of the last wvestige of straw
(this being termed scalping).

Multiply and replenish being the
motto of the Saints in general,
Providence is no exception, mar-
riage being sought with alacrity by
the old and young.

It is the custom of not a few,
mere especially amongst Lhe young,
to form in mass at dead of night
and wend surreptitiously to the
houses of the mnewly married.
The slumberers,on being awakened,
hear t! e vociferation of tin pans,
and cow-bells, interspersed with
the human veice, The chorusabove
this din is repeatedly heard, vib-
rating in words, to this eflect—
“Shell out! Shell out!”

' MYRON.

i
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Hard Winter—Loss of Stock—Heard
the Explosion—-An Esrthquake—
- Co-operation—The Dramsa. '

PAR1S, Bear Lake,
April 8, 1870.
Editor Deseret News:

We still have about two feet of
snow, with poor prospeets of going
off at present, ay is nearly all
goue, and everybody is asking the
question, “ When will Spring
come?’ The old adage certainly
proved true in regard to March—it
came in very . beautiful and went
out with all the fierceness that was
possible to conceive of. Owing to
tbe high winds that prevailed in
the early part of winter, most of
our hills are bare and they are pret-
ty well covered with stock. 1 pre-
sume there has been more stock
Jost this year than any previovus
year siuce the settiement of the
valley. G. W. Birrine has lost
between Lhirty and forty head, T,
G. Rich about twenty, and cthers
one aund upwards,

Phe great explosion at Salt Lake
was heard very distiuctly by a great
many of our citizens, they thiuking
it was an earthquake, and some
positively assert that they felt the

The boy, who a few days since
was published asan abscouder from
the employ of L, D. Young, was
here this morning and “sold'’ one
of our prominent citizens. The
little scamp bad an order to Mr. |
——, for $12 in clothing, signed
“L. D. Young,” and was seeking
some one to identify and endorse
him, which the gentleman in ques- |
tion was very willing to-do. They
started together for some establish-

ground move. However, on the
morning of the 6, between feur
and five o'clock, there was an
earthquake which awoke nearly all
of our citizens from their peaceful
slumbers.

The Paris Co operative store ex-
pect to start their cheese factory
about the middle of May. The
committee to value the cows prior
to receiving them are visiting the
people and meet with very good

ment, when the, boy suddenly re-

=
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The Temperature—The Snow.

- 81, CHARLES, Oneida Co.,
Idaho, April 4, 1876.

Fditor Deseret News:

We have had plenty of snow and
wind this winter, yet it has mot
been very cold, The thermometer
has generally ranged from twenty
to thirtr above zero, and two or
three nights it went below. On the
27th of March it went down thir-
teen below zero. 'The Bear Lake
did not freeze over until March, and
it is still frozen. .

Last Saturday, the first of April,
I thought I would try, as is the
custom of this country, to sow
black dirt on the snow to melt it
off. It has a great effect. I went
into my garden south of my house

|
| eipally heavy sagebrush land, with

and dug holes about twenty feet

leg. -
eilr. Swenson was too g = =

membered Lhat he had a *‘litle
business'’ with a person just across
the street, and shot off to attend to
it, and that was the last our friend
saw of him, He subsequently re-
membered that he was the same
little bilk who had been published.

SBEMPER.
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A Good Place for Settlement

‘ CURLEW, April 9, 1876.
Fditor Deseret News:

.- This place is sitnated about fifty
miles northwest of Brigham City,

near the Idaho line. The valley is
about forty miles length, by

about eight in width, and is prin-f

success in getting ecows, It is fte be
established in Nounan Valley,
about eighteen miles from  Paris.
The company are going to take a
claim of 1,440 acres, and intend
wintering their stock there, as there
is plenty of hay and timber, in fact
it is one of the finest places in the
country for the purpose intended.
Our Dramatic Association close
their season’s performanee to-night
by playing ‘‘Ben Bolt” and “Cross-
ing ‘he Line.” [ think that Paris

| can boast of as goed a stock com-

pany as any settlement in the
mounlaing, and they desérve great
credit for the manner inwhich they
strive to perform their parts and to
amuse the people. .
Yours truly, -
FELIX.

.

-

a stream of good water averaging
eleven feet wide, and four feet
deep, with a fair current, and the
best place to get firewood in the
mountains, pine timber being plen-

apart to get dirt to scatter over theltitul in from fifieen to twenty
snow; they are only two feet and|miles. The

Snow~Late Spring—Stock Perished,

s SPRING C1TY,

| Sanpete, April, 1876.
Editor Deserct News:
Sinee tie l«ginning of April, I

_ population numbers|should judge tliere have fallen, at
== feet #ix inches deep.  There {3 fifteen families, with a&. prospect of | least, two feet of snow in $he aﬁre




