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leeddeed a land of zion unto us and the 1
promise is that if we will obey the
laws of god if we will put our trust
in him if we will draw near unto him
he will draw neardeax unto us and he
will reward us with his favor and his
blessing he will rebuke the devour-
er and he will causecaude that the earth
shall be fruitful that it shall yield in
its strength xofo the husbandman the
tiller of the soil and to the herder of
flocks he will increase his kine
and will prosper him upon the right
hand and upon the left and he shall
have an abundance because he puts
his trust in god he draws near unto
him and he is willing to prove him
to see whether he will not open the
windows of heaven and pour out bless-
ings upon him that he shall not have
room to contain them let every man
who has received the gospel of jesus
christ receive this saying and hearken
to these words torfor all they axeare worth
some men may esteem them lightly
and those who do will without doubt
fail to draw near they will neglect to
prove the lord they will not fulfill the
commandments that he has given and
they will never know that god tells
the truth and that he is able to ful-
fill his word and promise unto his
people when they axeare willing to obey
and keep his law while they who
appreciate these promises who obey
these laws that were given ancientlyancientY
and have been renewed again in the
dispensation of thetap fullness of times
far the blessing orof the people for the
building up of zion for the feeding of
the widow and the orphan for the

4 spreading of the gospel of christ to
the nations of the earth and for the
gathering of the people from the four
quarters of the earth those who heark-
en to these words prize them as the
truth and apply them in their prac-
tice throughout their lives will come
to know that god is a of
those who diligently serve him and
that he is able to fulfill his promises
unto them

A short time ago I1 met with a
brother I1 need not call his name for
he is but one among thousands who
can bear the same testimony that he
bore and he bears that testimony not
only by the word of mouth but by the
evidences of thrift of prosperity 0off

of whichv alch
surround him in the midst of the
deserts this season he has gathered
in rich harvests his farms having pro-
duced in abundance while the farms
of many of his neighbors are clogged
with weeds eindand their harvests have
been only one half or onone third whwhatat
his has been how do you account
for it I1 account for it in the fact
that god has blessed him and so doesdoea
hebe torfor he is an intelligent man a man
that not only labors wisely and prud-
ently but in the feaxear of god and in
the desire of his heart to obey his
laws said hebe to me and my com-
panion with whom we were travellingtravelling
god has blessed me because T have

striven to keep his laws and because
I1 have been true to mg family he
went out therethee upupon the desert seven
orof eight years ago impoverished by
persecution and exile being driven
from his home and from his affairs
compelled to wander in exile for
years part of the time preaching the
gospel he returned seven or eight
yearsyeara ago and settled downdown upon the
desert today out of ththee earth the
burning sands he has produced beau-
tiful homes he has fruitful fields
which are spread out before the eyes
of any man who wishes to go and look
upon them he pays his tithing he re-
members his offerings he Is obedient
to the laws of god and he tois not
afraid to bear testimony to his friends
and neighbors that it is thithroughough his
obedience that god has blessed and
prospereded hishim and made himbim what hebe
to today he is notjt the only one

there are others that are prospered in
like manner and I1 testify it Is be-
cause god has blessed him and his
soil and his labors and has given him
the increase securing to him the bless-
ings for which he sought and labored
he has acted in good faith with the
lord the lord has known his heart
and has blessed him accordingly and
he is prosperous today in that desert
while as to many of his neighbors go
and look for yourselves at their broad
acres they tell the story for them-
selves his lands are clear from nox-
ious weeds because he has labored
and taken care of his lands and that
by his industry and intelligent appli-
cation of labor showing that god
has inspired him and enlightened his
mind the lord has blessed him in
his basket and in his store in his la-
bors and in the thoughts of his mind
he has been inspired and enabled to
accomplish the work that he has done
I1 testify that it is because of mans
faith in the promises of the lord and
his desire to obey his laws that he is
blessed and prospered of him

I1 have been blessed I1 have been pros-
pered I1 might have been more faithful
and I1 might have been more greatly
blessed but the lord has blessed me
insomuch that I1 have not lacked for
anything that was needful for my wel-
faree I1 have not had luxury nortrorolledai ed in wealth but god has fed
and clothed me with allajl of mine and
he has given us health and strength of
body and yet we might have done
our duty better and been entitled to
greater blemingsblesings no doubt I1 aim to
pay my tithing now there is no use
of my saying this unless it be true
because the evidences are there in the
books if I1 say I1 pay my tithing when
I1 do not brother heber J grant or
some of the brethren who look after
these things men of figures would go
to the bookstandbooksand they would say you
said you pay your tithing but you do
not we know just about what your
income is and here is what the books
say so I1 would stand condemned
at once if J1 were to say to you that I1
paid my tithing when I1 did not pay my
tithing because not only the lord
would know I1 had not done it but my
brethren would know also that I1 had
not done it because the booksbook4 show
exactly what I1 have paid no matter
about that the fact is
what I1 preach and I1 do not preach
that which I1 do not believe I1 am
not here for that purpose I1 have not
been called to that mission or for that
business I1 preach that which I1 be-
lieve and that which I1 do know to be
true and I1 do know that if men will
obey the laws of god god will honor
and bless them I1 have proven it
all my life through I1 saw it mani-
fested in circumstances which occurred
in my childhood and I1 know that god
has blessed the widow and the father-
less when they have been obedient to
his laws and have kept his command-
ments

I1 can tell you the history of a widow
woman with a large family who was
more bleto pay to the
lord what belonged to him than she
was to pay to her neighbors to whom
she might be indebted and she never
was indebted to her neighbors thank
god for anything that she diddicI1 not pay
to ohp last cent because thi lord
blessed her with plenty and in her
latter years she did not have to bor-
row of her neighbors nor did she have
to call upon the church for support
either but she paid thousands of dol-
lars in products and money into the
storehouse of the lord although she
was a widow with a large familyfaintly to
support I1 know this I1 can testify
of this and that the lord Aalmighty

i blessed her not only in the broduproductsacts

of her fields but in her flocks and
herds they were not devoured they
were not Updestroyedtroyed they did not lie

down and die they increased they
did not stray away and thieves did notsteal them one reason for that was
she had a little boy that watched thethenia
very carefully under her direction abidprompting her eye was upon every-
thing she had supervision over every-
thing she directed those whom sheemployed and her children and I1 ama witness and here sits another wit-
ness patriarch john smith thatgod the eternal father blessed herand prospered her while she live dand
she was not only enabled to mamaintainintall
herself and children that were left ttoher in poverty in a day of trial andwhen she was driven out into the wil-
dernessder ness but she was able to feedscores of the poor and to pay hertithes besides verily the lord pros-
pered her and she was blessed I1 re
member one time when that same
widow went to the tithing storehouse
in this city with a load of potatoes inthe spring they had been kept over
winter and one of the tithing officeclerks said to her widow rrdont see any use of your having totpay tithing you ought not to paypa y
tithing you ought to keep what youyo
have she said to him william
dont know what you axeare talking
about I1 pay my tithing that I1 may-
be blessed would you deprive rneme
she said of a blessing no hesaid 1I would have you keep your
tithing and bless yourself with itifsaid he there are a number of abielable
bodied people here that are well
fled to work and produce their living
but they axeare living from the
and I1 dont see that a widow should be- ri
required to pay her tithing to feed

I1 those that are not working for itifnow these are about the words of
man who was employed at the tithing
office but no said the widow sia
propose to pay my dues to the lo10lordaI1 propose to pay my tithing and
man that would prevent me from do afi
ing this would deprive me of a blepp
ing where is that man and his thant
ly today he apostatized he s5
last long in the church he 114

away and went back to the east sonsomenewhere and took his family with hthim Ajiff
he probably long since has gone to hlaarest and not one of his family isbaitejw sl
the church I1 bear testimony of thea 1 P
things I1 I1talking about I1 want to tell you a
little more while this widow wipaying her tithing and being blessed 4
there was a little boy who really
thought that tithing office clerk waffVMS
about right that widows boys haltto work very hardhadd and they knew hobov r
those potatoes were raised they knew
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how the corn and other grain wa
raised they knew what it was to takcare of the sheep and the horses aad
the cows that were tithed and SVail
about it they knew how it was dona
for they had it to do and one of as
little boys of that widow thought tb s

clerk was more than two thirds 10t
about it by and by the widow diedbed
but she left very comfortable proppropertymettro
for her children dug out of the desert
here the children were young
and I1 confess to you that ththay
were not as faithful in paying thear JI
tithes and their offerings as cheditheirs
mother was they had lost theirS
mother and what was the result la
a few years everything that she an
them had gone to rack and ruin th
was the result the cattle were atinaturnow
out upon the range and that was taw
last they ever saw of them TAO
neighneighborsborst cattle broke into the fteiMM

and destroyed the crops and they dowfitl
not reap ththee harvests they hadbad
before and it was only a few kwamoalia
atterafter the death of the widow chettheft afes
children hadbad not much to shoshow
what was left them and it waywaw
until they became old enough t
Ppredate the truth and to cormincomba
to obey the laws of god 40aaa keep


