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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE

Temples—The requirements made of those
who seek to enter Temples—A woman
states her case to President Taylor, in
which arise some singular and serious
questions—The Saints ought to be pro-
gressing—They should seek to do the will
of God—-The duties of Presiding officers—
Evil doers should be brought to account
and’ dealt with—God is merciful—The
Celestial kingdom.

I mave been very much interested
the brethren who have addressed us
and certain thoughts have passe

through my mind associated therewith,
which it may not be amiss, in part at
least, to make known.

There are certain circumstances
which take place in our associa-
tions with the things of God that
tend to lead our minds to reflec-
tion and *hought. We have been build-
ing a temple here. We have exerted
ourselves for a number of years for the
accomplishment of that object. We
have completed it, it has been ncceipt;ed
by the Lord, and we are now adminis-
tering therein. In these administra-
tions there are many things that tend
to lead men to thought and reflection.
We meet in our congregations as we
are doing here to-day,and in thus
meeting we pass along through the
common routine of the religious duties
which devolve upon us; but when we
g0 into those sacred places there are cer-
tain requirements made of us, that,
whether we may have thought about
these things before or not, are then
brought to our remembrance. In the
first place people desirous to go and
attend to ordinances in these houses,

{and that all was

right: that he had
been baptized and been received
the Church, and attended to some of
the ordinances thereof, but he was
negligent, careless and _
nhnu% the fulfilment of his duties,
ilected his children, did not act

ne
ri
things that were wrong and improper.
Now, what shall be done? The woman
felt unsafe with such a man. But is it
not said, says one, that all manner of
ginsand b emy shall be forgiven,
(except the sin against the Holy Ghost
which is the shedding of innocen
blood) and that they shall come forth,
if they have had certaijn blessings
gsealed upon them “‘inm the first resur-
rection, and if it be after the first re-
surrectlun, in the next resurrec-
tion.” But the question
is: If a woman is -expecting a
i man to exalt her, and to lead her forth
to thrones and prineipalities, powers
and dominions, is she safe in that ex-
pectation? She may have been sealed
to him, and he have had these things
ronounced upon him, but he may
ve been destroyed in the flesh be-
cause of his iniquities, which very
many have been, althoughwe counld not
always tell the reason why. There are
certain things that men may commit
according to the Scriptures and
to that which has been revealed in our
day, which render them subject to be
turned over to the buffettings of Satan
“'for the destruction of the flesh that
the spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus.”’ (See 1s8t, Gorinthians,
v.H; also Doc. and Cov., Sec. cxxxil,
*%.} There are other sins that they
may commit whereof it says they shall
be destroyed, whether men or women,
{ that do these things. Now, it may be
well enough to fix up our own affairs
as we think they ought to be fixed, to
make our own calculations, and to set-

must have a recommendation from|tle our own accounts; but these ac-
their Bishop. That is one of those-1 was | counts  have et to be super-
eoing to say—ugly facts. That is ugly|vised and settled before those

fo those who are not prepared to pass
through that ordeal, whose lives have
been careless, whose actions have
«been improper, and whusa_standin%
rhaps 18 precarious—thatis one o
ose facts that must be faced. Then

that have the right to do it be-
fore we get through, and we must not
only pass by,as [ have said,our Bishops,
and our Presidents of Stakes, and the
| President of the Church, but we must

when they have obtained this recom~
mendation from the Bishop, it must be
endorsed by the President of the Stake,
and after that have the sanction of the
President of the Church. ' This is quite
an ordeal for many men to go thmuih.
For men and women who are upright,
virtuous and honorable, it is a very
simple matter; there is no difficulty in
the!g way atany time; but to those
who have been careless of their duties

who have departed from the laws of
red with,
orviolated theordinances of the Gos-
pel—to such people it is a critical
time. However, there is something
far more difficult than that yet to
come. That is only a starting point in
these matters. he things that are
ahead are a great deal more difficult to
accomplish. What are they? The
time will come when we shall not onl

~ have to pass by those officers whom

have referred to—say, to have the
sanction and approval of our Bishop
of the President of the Stake and o
the President of the Church—but we
are told in this book [the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants] that we shall
have to pass by the angels and the
Gods. We may have squeezed through
the other; we may have got alon
tolerably well and been passed an
acted upon, and sometimes a ‘“‘tight
squeak’’ at that; but how will it
be when we get on the other side, and
we have the angels and the Gods to
pass by before we can enter into our
exaltation? If we cannot pass, what
then? Well, we cannot, that is all.
And if we cannot, shall we be able to
‘enter into our exaltation? I think not.
What do you think about it?

A great many thlnigs of this kind are
continually presenting themselves be-
fore me. ﬂl nds of cases are brought
to my attention,and some of them are of
a very serious nature. I had a case only
this mornine. I am not going to men-
tion names,nor to expose persons; but
it was a case of asister who had been
married to a man, actually sealed to
him,.in the Endowment House. The
man, from what I was given to under-
stand—of cotirse I do net know all the
details of the case, it will have to be
inquired into by myself and others in
authority—the man had frequently one
leg in the Church and the other out;
sometimes doing well, and sometimes
not doing well; sometimes in good
fellowship,making acknowledgements,
etc.,and sometimes not in g fellow-
ship. The woman had quite a la
family by this man, and finally, a little
before his dﬁ&th,.tilﬂ man became very
careless, verrt_: mmdifoﬂﬁnth aépd ve
negligent ng s duties, an
hgg digfl mpetha.t condition. Now this
womanh comes along and says:
““What am I to do? I have borme
quite a large family to this
man. He was a tolerably good man in
some things, but he did not ify
his calling nor honor his God. Now,
Here are some very
singular questions, and they will come
to all of us in some shape or another,
and we might as well begin to look
at them now as at any other time,
for it is written: ‘““‘Some men’s sinsare
open beforehand, going before to udq

pass by the angels and the Gods also,
Some of the brethren mentioned that
we are now on a more elevated plain
than we were a while ago. We ought
to be. We do not expect to remain in
the position that we were. We ought
to be increasing in intelligence and in
knowledge, and be preparing ourselves
for those ﬂ'ﬂnﬁi that are to come. Yet
we find men that are careless, such as

|

the on I have referred to. By and
by death comes along, they pass out of
existence; and while it is the

feeling and desire to do the dead
man %uﬂt.lce, and all men justice,
and to act upon correct principles in re-
gard “o all, it would scarcely seem just
under some of those circumstances to
carry our charity so far that we would
unite a woman with a man, who, when
he came forward and wanted to pass
by the angels and the Gods they said to
him ‘““‘Stop! and take another course.
You have not yet paid the penalty of
our wickedness, and the contempt of
Eod’s laws and His kindness. You
cannot come forth in this first thous-
and vears; you must wait for the sec-
ond.” Then what of the children, and
what of the wife who perhaps has been
faithful and might have been in very
different circumstances if she had not
{attached herself to a man of that des-
cr'ilptiun?
hese are things for us to reflect
upon. We shall not have everything
our own way about these matters.
When we pass out of this world we are
left at the mercy of somebody else. If
we are resurrected it will be because
Jesus is the resurrection, and thereare
eternal laws and principles that will
have t0 be met by us all and that
cannot be avoided, Jesus says:
“‘Lam the resurrection and the life:
he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never
die.”” Certain ones will come forth in
| the first resurrection, and others will
not come forth until the second. For
the gath of the just is upward and on-
ward all the time, while the path of the
unjust is downward.
hese are questions, 1 say, for us to
reflect upon. If we are the Saints ot
God, it is necessary we should begin
to learn to de the will of God on the
earth as it is done in the heavens: for it

is mnot every one that sayeth,
Lord, Lord, that shall enter
into Christ’s ikingdom, but he

that doeth the will of the Father who
is in heaven, We think sometimes we
can doas we please. We may do as
we please, and then God will do as He
pleases; and for everv word and for
every secret thought we shall be
brought to judgment, we are told.

Some of these things when weo

o our own will, but the will of our
heavenly Father. Some men who

think they are doing pretiy well, and
doing, according to their own expres-
gion, *‘“‘as they darned please,” will

wake up to find they have not been do-
ing the will of God. 'They may have
thought that they had wives and. chil-
dren, but they will wake up to tind
that they have not got them, and that
they are deprived of many of those

ment: and some men they follow after.”’
hence the reason [ mention this matter.

into | on the hill [the Temple] is one of those

indifferent | with the present, with the

t towards his wife, and did many |

great imoment, and this building

things that brings us face to face with
many very important facts associated
past and

with the future, Whatever we may
think about it, all things are open and
naked before Him with whom we
have to do. As it is written: ‘‘Hell is
naked before Him, and destruction
hath no covering,” and how much
mur% the hearts of the children of
men

We are here to accomplish the pur-
poses of God, to build up His Zion,and
to establish His Kingdom wupon the
earth, and He expects us to do it. He
expects that we will begin to do His
will upon the earth as it is done in the
| heavens—here in this land of Zion
among the Latter-day BSaints, If we
do not do it we shall, as has been re-
marked by Brother Cannon, dishonor
ourselves. It is proper, therefore, for
{us to consider well and ponder the

ath of our feet. Itis well for us to

Lord and Keeping Ilis .. cowmmand-
ments.

These are things that it is proper for
us to reflect upon. We enter into obli-
gations here a8 young men or young
women, or as old men or old women,
as the case may be, no. matter
what or how; we enter into covenants
before God, holy angels and withesses
and pledge ourselves in the most sol-
emn manner to be true to these coven-
ants, and if we violate these coven-

ants and trample under foot
the ordinances £  of God we
ought to,  be dealt with by

the Church, and either repent of our
sing or bé cut off from the Church, so
that by purging the Church from ini-

uity we may be¢ acceptable before
?iod. For the Gods spoken of are not
going to associate with every scaliawag
in existence; scallawags are not going
where they are: and if men do not live
according to the laws of a Celestial
kingdow, they are not going into a Ce-
lestial glory; they cannot pass by the
angels and the Gods, who are set to

d out the standing we occupy in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. It is well for us to realize how
we stand, first, with our God, secondl
with the Holy Priesthood, thirdly, wit
our families, with our wives and chil-
dren, or with our husbands and chil-
dren, asthe case may be, and further-
more that we deal justly and right-
eously with all men, We cannot
run our own way and have the blessing
of God. Every one who attempts it
will find he is mistaken. God will
withdraw His Spirit from such, and
they will be left to themselves to wan-
derin the dark and go down to perdi-
tion. It is expected of us that we
shall move on a higher plain, that we
shall feel that we are the childven of
God, that God is our Father, and that
He will not be dishonored by diso-
bedient children, or by those who fight
against His laws' and His Priesthood.

¢ expects us to live our religion, to
obey His laws and keep His command-
ments.

This Temple, as 1 have already said,
is a place where, among other things,
eternal covenants and obligations are
entered into, and the question is, How
and in what manner shall they bhe per-
formed, and who are worthy and who
| unwnrﬂxy. There are some things that
| we find it exceedingly diflicult to de-

cide upon. Why? Because the parties
that are dead are not here to speak for
themselves, and we cannot have them
misrepresented or robbed of their
rights in any shape. But if they have
violated the laws of (Giod, what then?
Now, here comes a question to which I
desire to draw the attention of the aun-
thorities of this Stake. There are
many of those men (if what we hear
aboutthem is correct) who ought to
have been cut off from the Church.
But they have not been; the Bishops
have been negligent, the Teachers have
been negligent, and perhaps the Presi-
dent of the Stake has been negligent.
[ am not speaking particularly of this
Stake; I am speaking in general terms.
1 EpEﬂ.i: of it to draw the attention of
Presidents of Stakes, Bishops, El-
ders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons,
{and  those who officiate in
the Church of God and all men who
are set to watch over the fold of Christ.
If some of these men, that 1 have re-
ferred to, had been brought up on cer-
tain occasions they might have repent-
ed of their sins and placed themselves
fright; but because these officers did
not do their duty themselves and did
not see thatother men did t.heirs,thinﬁs
have passed along out of order,and the
parties in question jhave gone behind
the veil. What account can we give of
ourselves if we are found thus negli-
cent? If people do wrong let them be
Emu;;ht up, and let the Teachers,
Priests, and Bishops clear their gare-
ments of them, and feel that they have
done their duty and puritied the Church
s0 far as they could. The Presidents
of Stakes should see that these things
are carried out according to the laws
of God. Tnis is a standard we must
attdin to, so that when people say

Can we go into theTemple of the Lord?
we may know exactly their status,what
position they occupy, and what to do
with them, without having to rake
up the records of the dead. These
are respounsibilities  devolving  upon
us. Our Elders go abroad to preach the
Gospel and to gather in the people.
when they are thus gathered the Presi-
dents of Stakes, the Bishops, Priests

Teachers and Deacons are cxpucberi
to watch over tRem and see that they
are fulfilling their obligations, or that
they are not fulfilling them. If they
fail to do their duty let them be
brought to account; let them be dealt
with according to the laws of God. If
thev repent, forgive them; but it {s ex-

pected that all who have taken upon

e

-

that we all of us have to be responsible
ior, and therefore I, occupying the
sition that 1 do, feel it my duty to

ay these things before you and to re- | tions and impart them to the Elders at |

quire them at your hands--that is at
tlhe hands of the President of the Stake
and ais Couaselors, at the hands of the |
Bishops and tneir Counselors, at the

hands of the High Council, and at the
hands of the Priests, Teachers, and
Deacons; for I don’t want to carry my-

t blessings they anticipated enjoy-
ng. With all of our mercy, kindness

sclf the sins of the people., God ex-

ﬂrqi

enard the wayof life, Straight is the
gate and narrow is the way that leads
to life, and few there be that find it.

I§ God merciful? Yes. Will He
treat His children well? Yes. e will
do the very best le can for all. But
there are certain eternal laws by which
the Gods in the eternal worlds are gov-
erned and which they cannot violate
and do not want to violate. These
eternal principles must be kept, and
one principle is, that no unclean thing
can enter into the Kingdom of God.
What, then, will be the result? Wh¥.
the people I have referred to—people
who do not keep a Celestial law—will
have to go into a lesser Kingdom, into
a Terrestrial, or perhaps a Telestial,as
the case may be. Is that according to
the law of God? Yes., For if they are
not prepared for theCelestial kingdom,
they must go to such a one as they are
Erepared to endure. Certain principles

ave been developed, and a great many
have not. But we are here in a school
to learn, and it is for the Elders of Is-
rael, and forall Israel who are desir-
ous to do the will of God and keep His
commandments, to put themselves in
the way of dninig 80, to seek to the
Lordfor His guidance and direction,
to repent of their follies, their non-
sense and wickedness of every kind,
and to come out for God and His
Kingdom, and to seek to build up the
Zionof God and the Kingdom of God
upon the earth, and if we do this, God
will bless us and exalt us in time and
throughout the eternities that are to
come. Amen.

el AP—————
ALABAMA CONFERENCE.

Conference convened near Moscow,
in La Mar County, on the 31st of May
and the 1st of June.

There were present from Utah the
following Elders: B. H, Roberts, one
of the Presidents of the Mission; A.
Cazier, President of the Alabama Con-
ference; Jos. L. Jolley, President of
the Mississippi Conference, and A. H.
Richards, Chas. Shumway, A. M. Is-
raelsen, and J. W. Buttler,

There are six other Elders in the
State, but they were in the southern
part of it, and to attend this confer-
ence they would have to travel two or
three hundred miles, so to avoid this,
President Roberts has appointed a
two days’ meeting in their field of la-
bor to come off on the 14th and 15th of
.;;T Illme, at which time he will meet with

em,

Five public meetings were held, two
on Saturdey, and three on Sunday.

THE OBJECT OF THE CONFERENCE

was explained as not merely for the

urpose of preaching to the people,

ut maianly to hear the reports of the
Elders who had come from their vari-
ous fields of labor, that we may know
what progress we are making in our
labors, also 10 hear how Lge Saints
are getting along, that we may know to
what extent they are keeping the com-
mandments of God, and to hear
how the Elders are feeling, that such
counsel and encouragement may be
given them as their different circum-
stances mayv require.

There I8 great order in the Kingdom
0t God. e Elders come from their
various fields of labor and they report
to these conferences what they are
doing. The President of the mission
is in attendance at these conferences in
all the States over which he is called to

reside,and through the reports of the
Jlders he becomes acquainted with all
that is being done in all the neighbor-
hoods where the Elders are at work.

Then the Presidents of the different
' missions throughout the world, report
| their labors to the President
of the Church, and thus he

ve- | them the name of Christ will obey the | becomes acquainted with the progress
flect upon them are matters of very|laws of God and walk in obedience to | of the work of God in all the world.
reat importance. We are not here to | His commands. These are some thin

Then these Presidents of different
missions, receiving instructions from
the Presidency of the Church, or the
Twelve Apostles, carry those instruc-

these conferences. An order similar to
this doubtless exists in the heavens, as
we find the followingz recorded in the
1st chapter of Revelations, 1-1 verses :
**The revelation of Jesus Christ which
God gave unto Him. * ¢ * And
He (Christ) sent and signitled it unto
his servant John:” then ‘*John to the

pects us to purge oarselves from iniqu-

seven churches which are in Asia.”’

insisting that all the p %II-I:,,
as. taught by Christ : f[h’{
posiles must be obeyed nowgs we
as in turmetli t.ltilllﬂﬂ. “h{an must live by
every word that proceeds from ¢
mouth of God.” % h the

THE APOSTACY.,

By comparing the doctrines of p,.
with the teachings of Holy Writijy,
proven that men had departed g,
that order of things introducef
Jesus and His Apostles, or, i :
words, had ‘“‘transgressed the
chapged the ordinances and brokeys
everlasting covenant,” as pre
the ancient prophets. 4

Instead of being led by inspired
phets and apostles, who might coy
nicate to man the word of God, w
had heaped to themselves false s
ers, who had turned their cars
the truth. And instead of adher
the faith once delivered to the S&
men were accepting for ‘‘doctrig
commandments ol men,” “siving
to seducing spirits and doctrin
devils.”

The principle of

REVELATION

b

was treated upon at some length,
the inconsistency of modern Chrisg
(during the continuance of it in
church was pointed out: as with
further revelation they will foreve
ignorant in relation to many pringgy
and doctrines spoken of in the Je
Scriptures, but which are not §
ciently explained that men mayk
how to proceed in regard to t
such as the organization of the chy
the powers and duties of the diff
officers, how to administer “ba
for the dead,” etc., Moreover, i
couid not be authorised to admini
in the gospel without being calle
God to do so. Those, therefores
deny the continuance of revelationy
beyond their reach all claim to ¢
authority. . )
By request Elder Roberts read
12th te the 15th verses of the 20th¢
ter of Revelation, and delivered g
course on !

THE RESURRECTION,

and spoke of what laws and ording
must be obeyed in order to attaind
glorious resurrection and the priv
of dwelling in the presence of Gody
the Saints of God. =

On Sunday afternoon the Sacral
was administered, and the generald
cers of the Church, as sustained s
last General Conference held fn 8
Lake City, were presented to the S
who unanimously voted to
these prethren by their faith andm
ers. The authorities of the Mi
and Conference, together with §
traveling Elders, were sustained byt
votes of the Conference,

COUNCIL MEETINGS.
The traveling Elders met \ogel
several times in the capacity of Prie
hood or Council meel;ig s, where |
re ur&ed their fields of labor and!
ceive

L

e

INSTRUCTIONS e
a8 to the made of their procedure,
The digunity of their o and cal
was poin out to them. They
God’s representatives sent fortd’
His Holy Priesthood to teach them
the important principles of salvsik
and inasmuch as the Elders are fil
ful, their teachings are binding
the nations of the earth; and Wl
who insult or abuse them, God LT
quire it at their hands, and they¥
yet have to give an account of!
manner in which they treated thet
mony you bore to them. A
The authority the Elders had
with it responsibilities, and if
failed to discharge their duty,
wicked would die in their sing'
their blood would be required 8¢
hands’’—see Ezekiel iii, 17 and 1§
We must preach the Gospel ps&
explaining each principle 1n deiv
not present too many prineipls’
once, as that would: tend to e
the minds of the hearers. ¥
Do not be over anxious to W
people; simply teach them the &%
and show them the blessings resd=
from obedience to it, but let the* -
ceptance of it be an act of théd |
volition. Our success in the @#'"’
will not be judged by the nup# ‘'

baptize, as the responsibilitgl th

people rucciriui: Oor rejecting 'G‘ff".,
pel rests with the people and “”ﬁ‘
us. So also with gatheringii GL{
Saints that that is a commamt |
but don’* hold out any worldly adn®

1!

tages 1o induce them to gasE b
Zion. All the true Saints wil
to know, is, that God has com¥t, =
them to come out of Babylon# mlfﬂ-
will be willing to go. And ifamfo \*
think more of the count@ifiet =
living in, with its woods asd 58" "<
together with their farmg#at 30T
than they do of the Gospelsnd ﬁv?IEE'
sociation of the Saints andaeP ho o
of being taught by pasior Wbﬂ A
men after God's own 2eait, Isai'
wmeans let them stay h '-Jﬂﬂuﬁlw,-
those that were not Wi 10 ds
father and mother, ho ﬂ'ﬂdm His
and even wives and children

sake and the Gospel's—they “":
worthy of him; and the p
true to-day as it was when
said it. &
Be examplary in your condd

8 ik

t, botl




