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the storles and prejudices that exist
against the Mormon Church, we have
arrived at the conclusion that If you
are a true and good Mormon you are
just as good as & model member of any
other church. The more we travel and
become acquaintffd with the world and
Its various modes of worship, the
more we are convinced of the fact that
*tis u person’s ways and not his church
that renders him'a fit subject to enter

the pearly gates.’

look!ng to the planting of cclonies and
the bullding of citles, towns and vil-
lages in =zll parts of its territory; who
are heavy property owners; whose
business and executive abllity is un-
questioned; whose publle spirit and
patriotism nre jndubitable; whore in-
tegrity ia as Incorruptible as gold; and
whose wlsdom and experience qualify
them, a8 no men In the State are qual-
ified, to give advice upon and take o

[leading part in legislation and public

e lssue contains a column | &ffairs generally; yet who are under an
an'l(‘!h; gf:‘flf} of editorial correspondence inhibition which prevents them from

wrltten from this eity, In which are
treated the present statug of polyga-
mous families, the school question, and
some minor Utah topies,
pains were evidently taken by the
writer, Mr. George T. Willilams, to be
truthtul and accurate, while he wrote
fn n decidedly Interesting veln. BAr.
Williams seems to think he can write
entertainingly of Utah and her people
without being either unfalr or untruth-

ful,

UTAH NEEDS.

—

WHAT

Superlative among the necessities of
this State, if the chief obstacle to its
prosperity g to be removed, I A re-
form which shall result in A permanent
cessation of the misrepresentations,

ently amount to vindlctive
g.?égﬂoi?s?uand yhm.'e for their victims
the more prominent officers of the
Mormon Church. In reapect to these
men, a strange, strained and unnatural
con&iuon exists. If one of them sees

fit o engage in some enterprise, ad o

manufactory, an lIrrigation
(l;‘ll'il;l(:zaé(t!;'lc power plant, etc, whispers
begin to be ecirculated t.hz'zt the “Mor-
mon Church is Lehind 1t’ and the In-
ference is conveyed that some sinister
purpose 18 pought to be accomplished.
No matter how slmple and compre-
hensible to a man of sense and hon-
esty the entire propesition may be; no
matter how hkeneficent in its results to
the public at large; no matter how
fnuch employment it may glve to idle
labor,nor how much money it may put
in ejrcuiztion, nor how philanthropic
in its purpose, it it 18 apparently
fathered by & man who, besides being
an enterprising citizen and a good
fnancier, happens also to hold a prom-

inent eccieslastical position In the
Mormon Churcly there is always at
hand an Iago, who, with cunning

malice, transtorms good into evil and
poisons’ the air Wwith infernal envy,
jealousy and susplcion,

As for poiltics, it Is as much as the
peace of the State is worth for one of
these men to exerclse the simplest and
denrest rights of an American citizen,
4 condition malnly due to tbe Iago-
ke spirit referred to.
were among the founders of the State,
and have done a thoueand times more
to bujld jt up than have the loudest
mouthed among thelr detractors;
though they have glven =2 thousand
Proots of the existence In their hearts
of a patriotism and a love for Utah of
which their chief censors have never
been even suspected;, and though they
are among the heavieat tax payers in
the locallties in which their homes are
eltuated, It one of them expresses
above his breath his opinion upon any
rubile guestion, guch as a pendiag biil,
the candidacy for office of a glven in-
dividual, a public expenditure, a tax

levy, the pubilc schools, etc., there
lusiantiy arises a hubbub, and the
whine goes out that the Mormon

Chureh is ‘interfering in polltics.

It I8 a literal fact that several hun-
dred men reside in the State of Utah,
who are American citizens and have
been resldents of the commonwezalth
from a quarter to half a century; who
have been prominent in movements

Unusual | OD

Though they |

l

even expressing their views upon pub-
lie questions.

A species of tnsanity seems to exist
the part of many people, at home
and abroad, In respect to these men;
and so tar has this condition prevaile
that when one of them, in approaching
the polls to cast his vote happened to
permit a by-stander to catch a glimpse
of the bzliot he was about to deposit,
a sensnation was created out of the inci-
dent, and the voter was nttacked and
denounced by the press, or rather by
that portion of It which opposed the
ticket he held in his hand, because he
allowed another person than himaself to
gee ft; and a great many citizens en-
tertained and expressed the same
views as did these newspapers. This
was just befare the lately enacted
Australtan ballot law went into efTect.

Not an equal number of men could
be selected from the population of the
State who have a better moral right to
enjoy every privilege and blessing In-
cldent to citizenshlp than have these
men; and yet they are barred from
political office, from political dlscus-
glon, from expresaing politioal views,
trom supporting political friends, ana

trom every political privilege save the|
right to vote: and this right must be:

exercised secretly or this class of
puffragists are denounced ' as male-
factors. The sltuation {s not only

strange, strained and unnatural; it s
in the highe=t degree absurd; and
nothing but the amazing patience of
the men who are 80 completely stripped
of thelr civll rights. by the ridlc tlous
and tyrannical public opinion, though
in deflance of all law, prevents dis-
astrous consequences to the whole
State. They are quietly submitting, and
patiently walting for justice, reason
and eommon sense to regaln control in
the public mind. This happy relle.) will
come when the reform referred to In
the first paragraph of this article shall
become a reality.

The immediate cause of these reflec-
tions is the report recently submlitted
to the Congregational Home Misalonary
soclety, Roston, hy the superintendent
of its work in Utah, Rev, Winfleld G.
Hawkes, In which, accordlng to a
Tribune special, he says!:

“0On all sides come facts which show
that the old leaders of the Mormon
Churech are’ trying to restore the old
power over the people by which they
control them in all things, It seems
evident that they have consldernle sue-
cess in thelr efforts, thus hindering
congregaticnal work In varinus ways;
vet 1 belleve, from many Indications
and from knowledge, that the Church
leaders have not 20 much influence as
tormerly, and that there I8 a splrit
of independence among the 'oung peo-
ple which will, ere lomg, predice a
confiict between them and the Church
leaders.

“The fnfluence of the Church {s belng
exerted in roclety, business, polities, to
coerce all to follow counsel and obey
their dictates without question. In this
they are having temporary success to
A considerable degree, and by those
means they Kkeep some of the timid
trom Congregational !nfluence.

*But this will surely react, the re-
presston and dictation will hecome in.
tolerable. There are some already who
begin to feel this, and the number must

'increase. I look for a change in that:
direction in the course of time. But it-
1= my opinion that it will come slowly,

| with frequent disagreements.”

The 'Tribune sought =an Interview
with President George Q. Cannon re=-
"garding the allegations contalned Iin
Rev. Hawkes' report, and in its issue
,this (Monday) morning, has Lhe fol-
jlowing:

President Cznnon sald with refeps.
ence to the statements made by Mr..
| Hawkes!

“'We are not trying to control our
people in the manner e¢lalmed and
(would fall if we did try to use ilmproper
l.-kﬁuence.

""We are, however, sincerely trying
to carry out fn the hest possible way
the spirit of harmony that has pre-
valled here for several years past and
to promote It, It is true that we =aie
endeavoring to propagate our religion,
but we have been doing this for many
years, and are dolng no more now In
proportion to our membership than we
$have always done.

“'"We nre doing what we can to pro=-
mote our own cause and spread our
own bellef, but we are not trying to in-
jure others.

“ ‘Believing It to be dlvine, we wounld
be untrue to our professions If we
didn't do everything posalble to ads
vance pur catse'”

The preachers, some of the polis
tiecians, and part of the political press,
here fn Utah, are the agencies chiefly
responsible for the conditions that so
urgently demand reform; and to the
last named of the trio belongs the chief
measure of guilt, because the other
two draw from it their information and
Inspiration. When the political papers
of the State cease playing the part of
Ingo, the desired reform will easlly be
accomplished,

BALANCE OF TRADE.

Australla has gsent to California
twelve and a half milllon dotlars in
settlement of the balance of trade for

1897, between the hig island and the
Pacifle coast, There Is o good deal of
food for reflection in this eircumstance.
It means a high degree of prosperity
for at least some of the people and in-
dustries of the coast.

It iz a good text for a sermon to the
people of Utah. What about this
State’s balance of trade? It would be
very heavily on the wrong side, were
it not for the mines. Taking our man-
ufactures and our agricultural products,
including crops of all kinds, cattle,
sheep and wool, and the revepue de-
rived from all of them would not pay
for what we import. If the mining in-
dustry should hecome non-productive,
Utah would rapldly grow poorer if the
present quantities of !mported com-
moditles should remaln undiminished.

Nat one-fourth of the ccunties In
this'State produce any more wheat thamn
they consume. This seems ke =&
strange statement to make in view of
the great quantities of wheat we export.
But all our surplus graln is produced®
in four of five counties. We export
a little fruit, and considerable quan-
titles of dalry products, but these In=-
dustries yield us only a fraction of the
revenue they ought to.

As ta our manufacturing resources,
they have scarcely been touched. The
Provo woolen mills manage to keep go-
ing, but every once in a while it seems
Ilke they have reached a stopping place,
because of a:lack of patronage. Wool
s grown In Utah, It 1a sent East
to be  combed. It s brought
back to the Provo mllls to be woven
into c¢loth. . It is then sent East again
t0 be made up into garments, It 1s
then brought back to Utah to be wornm
out on the backs of our enterprising




