to seize the reins of rule by the most

disreputable methods known in the
muddy pool of politics. We doubt
_if any such scenes have evaer been
witpessed In relation to the taxa-
tion of the pecvple ot uny city in
the world as thuse trapsacted before
the Council Board of Equalization
duriug the last few days: The
protests that haive been uttered
agninst the ULurdens that have!
been Imposed on the people by
the city government have poured
in like a food, and have
exhibited the most flagrant anpd
unjust discrimipations in the assess-
ment of values. Besidea thnse
already heard, a host of written
objections are in and will have to
be cousidered.

Some of the features of this popu-
lar rpposition to burdensome taxa-
tion are almost Judicrous. When
the Balt Luke County Board of
Equnlization met to perform their
important duty, they were fHooded
with protests against what were
complained of a8 unreasopable and

wxcessive assessments mmle by
the county assessor, and feel-
Ing against that ofligial ran
high. Now many of the sime

complainants are, in substantiating
their grievances against the high
estimates placed on values by the
city assvasor, citing, by way of com-
parigon, the lighter figures of the
county officer, who is now viewel,
because of late city tax deveiop-
ments, us the acme of moderntioni
and justice.

The regidence property, which is
practically non-productive, isnascas-

ed at figures that beggar com- |
parison.  The working people
who own nothing except thelr

homsos, are the class who suffer and.
Zroan most under the burdens im-
posed. It will be exceedingly difli-
cuit and io many cases impossible
for them to meet the drain upan
their humble reasurces without
parting with a portion of their suh-
stauce. To produce this condition
is evidently the purpose of the ex-
cessive public financial obligations,
placed upon the peopie hy those
who should be their servants, but
w bo assume the role ot taskm:asters.

Hervtofere light taxation, which
was hardly felt by the " people,
and freedom from indebtedness,
have ruled in this municipality,
These features are hbeing rudely
wiped out, and the ery of the poor,
and, iu many instanees, the wail of
the wealthy who feel the pineh of
oppression, are ascending into the
ears of acity goveronment that is
rapidly becoming odious beyondj
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estimate. [Tnlers the latter listen to
the popular voice they will be exe-
crated in almost every’ hnusehold,
without reference to class, and de-
nouncet as the inaugurators of an
era of tyranny which should have
oo plage within the borders of the
United States.

CLEAR ARTICULATION IN SINGING

There are onumbers of superb
voices among the songsters of both
sexes in our community. They
make charming melody, but, as a
rule, to which there are few excep-
tions, they have a fault common to
Dob-professionals—a failure to clear-
ly apd distinetly articulate words
80 as to enable thelr auditors to
catech them without straintng. I[n
most instances the listener finds it
impossible, even at short range, to
hear more than an oceasional word of
asolo. This only makea the situa-
tion more unsatisfactory than if
noue of it was understood, because,
in the mental effort to 6l up the
totervening spaces, the charm of
the music is partially lost to the
listener.

Tho trainers of professional vocal-
istanre aware of the importance of
clear-cutr articulation, and conse.
quently put thelr pupils through a
special regime for ita attainment,
Those of our readers whu have had
the pleasure of hearing Adelina
Patti can recall that Jdistinctness of
uiternnce gave a peculiar charm to
the performances of that inimitable
queen of song. Had this not been
a feature of her singing, we doubt
if she could ever have attaiped to
8o preat an eminence in her profes-
sion a3 she has reached.

ool articulatiou is, we beileve,
an aid to the singer as well as a
satlsfaction to his auditors, To at-
tuin it he must clearly sense the
purport of the words, and he i5 thus
assisted in his efforts to exprese the
sentyment embodied. Earnestness
and soul are essential elements in
singlug, as they are in ora ory.
Without these coustituents the effect
of hrilliannt executlon is ¢ompara-
tively loat.

These remarks apply with special
f ree to the singing of sacred songs
ln  worshiping assemblies. The
vocal musie is an essential.part of
the worship in which the congrega-
tion ehould join either: actually or
by meutally following those wno
engage in it, thus scconding with
the sentiment exjpressed. If the
audience are unable to understand
the words that are sung, through
slurrlng articulntion of the singer,

e

403

this is impossible. Thus, so far as
tbe assemblage is concerned, what
the Lord has suld regarding a song
of praise, when sung in the spirit
and meaning thereof, being a prayer
unto Him, cannot be conformed to.

We believe it would enhance the
pleasure which our loeal vocaljsta
impart by their performances if
more attention were paid to the
point al whieh the foregoing re-
marks are directed.

e

THE ABSORBING QUESTION.

THERE is no local topic of general
Interest which causes so much agi-
tation as the tax questiou. The
county assessment raised a rumpus,
as the valuations were almost uni
versally considered excessive and
the amount of revenue to be raiged
thereby largely above the needg of
the eounty.

The assessment list for the city
was purposely delayed until after
the August election, and the “Lib-
eral’’ stump speakers, with their
organ, eomiented upon the high
valuations made by the county as-
sessur, using them as argument
against the People’s Party and inti-
mating that the ‘‘Liberal”’ assess-
ment of eity taxes would be very dif-
ferent.

When the city list was filed and
the tax notices were served, it was
found that the county assessor had
touched the people with a feather
in comparison with the grievous
burden preparcd for their weary
shoulders by the “Liberal” city
a8sessor, w ho seemed to hiave smelled
in advance the certain termination
of his official career at the close of
his two years, and determined to
feather his nest as thickly as he
could while opportunily lasted.

The protesta apninst the valua-
tions placed upon realty hy the
city assessor represeut the great
bulk of the property. They have
come from all classes aud parties.
They show that very little system
has entered into the methods of
asvesament. Some of the figures are
ludierous in comparison with forn:-
er vaJuations. They appear to have
been made more with a view to the
profit of the assessor than fairness
to the taxpayer or regand for the
law governing the revenues of the
city.

In addition to hundreuds of objec-
tiona to these excessive assessments
with requests for a reduetion, the
City Council has been petitioned to
lower the rate determined upon by
that body. A questiou has been
raised as to whether the Council Las



