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to seize the reins of rule by the most
disreputable methods known in the
muddy pool of politics we doubt

atif any such scenes have ever been
witnessed in relation to the taxa-
tion of the people of any city in
the world as those transacted before
the council board of equalization
during the last few days the
protests that hive been uttered
against the burdens that have
been imposed on the people by
the city government have poured
in like a flood and have
exhibited the most flagrant and
unjust ddiscriminationsmi nations in the assess
ment of values besides those
already heard a host of written
objections are luin and will have to
be considered

C some of the features of this popu-

lar dopposition to burdensome taxa-
tion are almost ludicrous whenm the saltbait lake county board of
equalization met to perform their
important duty they were flooded

52 with protests against what were
complained of as unreasonable and
excessive assessments made by
the county assessor and fee-
ling against that official ran
high now many of the sime
complainants are in substantiating
their grievances against the high
estimates placed on values by the
city assessor citing by way of com-
parison the lighter figures of the
county officer who is now viewel
because of late city tax develop-
ments as the acme of moderation
and justice

the residence property which is
practically productivenonproductivenon
ed at figures that beggar com-
parison the working people
who own nothing except their
homoshomes are the class who suffer and
groanroan most under the burdens im-
posed it will be exceedingly diff-
icult and in many cuescases impossible
for them to meet the drain
their humble resources without
parting with a portion of their sub-
stance to produce this condition
ja evidently the purpose of the ex-
cessive public financial obligations
placed upon the people by those
who should be their servants but
who assume the role of taskmasterstask masters

heretofore light taxation which
was hardly felt by the people
and freedom from indebtedness
have ruled 1inn this municipality
these features are being rudely
wiped out and the cry of the poor
and in many instances the wallwail of
the wealthy who feel the pinch of

tf oppression are ascending into thet ears of a city government that is
bebecomingcoining odious beyond

estimate unless the latter listen to
the popular voice they will be exe-
crated in almost every household
without reference to class and de-
nounced as the inauguratorsinaugurators of an
era of tyranny which should have
no place within the borders of the
united states

CLEAR articulation IN SINGING

there are numbers of superb
voices among the songsterssong of both
sexes in our community they
make ehcharmingarming melody but as a
rule to which there are few excep-
tions they have a fault common to
non professionals a failure to clear-
ly and distinctly articulate words
so as to enable their auditors to
catch them without straining in
most instances the listener finds it
impossible even at short range to
hear more than an occasional word of
a solo this only makes the situa-
tion more unsatisfactory than if
nouenone of it was understood because
in the mental effort to fill1111 up the
intervening spaces the charm of
the music is partially lost to the
listener

the trainers of piprofessional vocal-
ists are aware of the importance of
clear cut articulation and conse-
quently put their pupils through a
special regime for its attainment
those of our readers who have had
the pleasure of hearing adelina
patti can recall that distinctness of
utterance gave a peculiar charm to
the performances of that inimitable
queen of song had this not been
a feature of her singing we doubt
if she could ever have attained to
so great an eminence in her profes-
sion as she has reached

goo i articulation is we believe
an aid to the singer as well as a
satisfaction to his auditors to at-
tain it he must clearly sense the
purport of the words and he is thus
assisted in his efforts to express the
sentynent embodied earnestness
and soul are essential elements in
singing as they are in orsora ory
without these constituents the effect
of brilliant execution is compara-
tively lost

these remarks apply with special
f roe to the singing of sacred songs
in worshiping assemblies the
vocal music is an essential part of
the worship in which the congrega-
tion should join either actually or
by mentally following those who
engage in it thus according with
the sentiment expressed if the
audience are unable to understand
the words that are sung through
slurring articulation of the singer

this is impossible thus so far as
the assemblage is concerned what
the lord has suid regarding a song
of praise when sung in the spirit
and meaning thereof being a prayer
unto him cannot be conformed to

we believe it would enhance the
pleasure which our local vocalists
impart by their performances if
more attention were paid to the
point at whish the foregoing re
marks are directed

THE ABSORBING questionQUESTION

THERE is no iollocal topic of general
interest which causes so much agi-
tation as the tax question the
county assessment raised a rumpus
as the valuations were almost uni
verballyversally considered excessive and
the amount of re venuerevenue to be raised
thereby largely above the needsneed of
the county

the assessment list for the city
was purposely delayed until after
the august election and the lib-
eralera stump speakers with their
organ commented upon the high
valuations made by the county as-
sessor using them as argument
against the peoplespeopled party and inti-
mating that the liberal 11 assess-
ment of city taxes would be very dif-
ferent

when the city list was filed andabd
the tax notices were served it was
found that the county assessor hadbad
touched the people with a feather
in comparison with the grievous
burden prepared for their weary
shoulders by the liberaliliberal city
assessor who seemed to have swelledsmelled
in advance the certain termination
of his official career at the close of
his two years and determined to
feather hisbis nest as thickly as he
could while opportunity lasted

the protests against the valua-
tions placed upon realty by the
city assessor represent the great
bulk of the property they have
come from all classes and parties
they show that very little system
has entered into the methods of
assessment some of the figures are
ludicrousa inD 0comparison with form-
er valuations they appear to have
been made more with a view to the
profit of the assessor than fairness
to the taxpayer or regard for the
law governing the revenues of the
city

in addition to hundreds of objec-
tions to these excessive assessments
with requests for a reduction the
city council has been petitioned to
lower the rate determined upon by
that body A questionquenion has been
raised as to whether the councilcounch has


