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Edmunds act, containing the
autieratie  proviso, , passed. the
House of Representatives with

a rush and a roar and Caleb was
elated, but a bigh authority pushed
A piu inte his bauble in the shape of
a stars whiaper into his enr that he
lird better be off’ to Utab and attend
to his preperaud legitimate business.
When the measure reached the
Bepnate Mr. Fdmunda stuck hia
suenatorial scalpel into it and cut out,
the clause that created Caleb the
head of a despotism. The central-
ization plot was only broken, not
annthilated. The frogmentsa are
gathered again, and it assumes o
““now you seeit nnd now you don’t’?
shape,

In his Iast report to the Bucretary
of the {nterior our meek and gentle
Governog A. L. Themas meade this
highly seasoned recoinmendation:

‘Some federal ageney shonld be au-
thorized to appoint the follnwing
county officers: seleetmen, clerks, re-
vordern, superintendents of diatrict
achools aund nsnessors.’?

Now, thalL looks on top as |If
that ‘‘federal agency’’ to exercise
& power that belongs to the people,
who have a right tv select their own
officers, doesu’t mean Mr. Thomas.
Butthat gentleman hashisown way
of getting at things. When he has
anything on hand he doesn’t get on
the roof of a high buildiog and
shoult the details of the scheme to
the passers by. His style remlnds
one of the man who was tramp-
ing aver the country and called at
a house. [nstend of anking directly
for what he wanted he said to the
guod lady: “If you please Madam
could you ohlige me by giving me
a drink of water as 1.am so hun-
gry thit I donot kmow” where I ean
geta place in which to,sleep to-
night?”

The questiou is, whal federal
agency ia referred to? Let Senator
Paddock, of Nebraska, sm old asso-
ciate on the Utah Commission of
Governor Thomae, explain. That
astute gentleinan, on December 4th,
1589, iutroduewd into the Senate,
which was referred to t'-e committee
ou judiciary his brief,but significant
MR re;

Be it enacted by the Senate and
Housse of Representatives of the United
States of Amoricn, in Congress as-
That the Governor of the
Territory of Utah be,and he is, hereby
authorizod and empowered to appoint
rolectmen. clerk, recorder, assessor
and superintendent of distriet schools
in and for each and all of the counties
of said Territory. And the term of
office of all_ persons helding sueh of-

fices, and not =0 appointed, shall
cease and determine on the appoint-
ment and quualification of thelr sue-
cessors as provided in this act.

Sac. 2—All acts or parts of acls in-
congistent with this act are” hereby re-
pealed.

As the first drafts of hills for
special anti- “Mormon?®? legislation
are, a8 & rule, framed in the offive
of some active politician of the
‘“Liberal’’ party in thia city, it is
fair to infer that thia one ia Do ex-
ception.

Ot course Mr. Thomas has gone
east in the futerest of an appropriac
tion for a government building. Tak
ing jnto cousideration his reconr
mwendalion for the destruction of the
slective power of the pesple and the
entrusting of the prerogative to ap-
point local officers to some *“fedural
agency,” it is not too much to pre-
sume that_his Inbors may take a
conglomerateshape. The fact of a
friend of hla having solved the
“agency’® problem gives additional
force to aueh a proposition.

Bometimes it ia convenient to get
into a big building when it ia lHkely
to rain.

AFRICA.

UNpouBTEDLY Central Africa
has a history; but modern scholars
koow little or nothing of It.
For sught that is now koown, the
archlteciural remaing of a mighuy
civilizntion fully equal to the ex-
travagant portraysla of Haggard’a
imagination, may exist there. An-
tiguities may yet be brought to
light-in the Dark Contiuent tbat
will add vast atores Lo our present
information concerning the world’s
history. Conjecture and specula-
tion have here an unbounded Held.

Tt is knmown that Central Afrien
abounds in vast furesia and luxuri-
ant vegetation; henes that it is a
Jesion o which human life might
be ensily austaived. [t ia also
linown that 1t swarma with savage
tribes of negroes. But of the ante-
cedenta of those tribes very little in
known. Whether they are the
reainants of pations that once
dwelt in citiea, were clvilized and
knew the true {ind, cr whether
their ancestors, for untold ages, were
as they are, {8 purely a matter of
aurmise, The Bible believer will of
course take it for granted that they
are descendants of Noah, and that,
for at least a time suceveding lhe
flood, their progenitor: poswessed a
knowledge of the God whom Neah
wnrshiped.

But whatever may ULe the past

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

"history of the tribes mow found in

Central Afriea, n day is dawning
|lo which an overrullng providence
evidently desigua to carry to them
the light of modern civilization.
| The Dark Contineut will be rapidly
peuetrated and sulklued by Europe-
ang, from now on. The work will
progress as much fater than it did
in the casv of America, as nicthods
now in use for locomotion and com-
munication exeel thuse of the seven-
teenth century. Germany ia rapid-
ly perfecting arrangemesnts for
establislifug a colonial empire in
Africa, Kngland will speedlly ox-
tend her territory on th it continent,
und France showa a determiualion
to do the same thing.

The greed for land which modern
civilized peoples, especially the
Anglo-8axons, display, will here
find an abundant supply. There is
tJeuty of room here for another
Uniou of sovereign states, rivaliug
out own in population, extent aud
glory, to rise, flourish aud—fall.
Here the too dense populationa of
thie old world may Hnd amother new
world to whiali to migrate. Huere,
in short, may be re-epacted many
developments of American bistory,
for history delights in repenting
itzelf,

Whatever may be the possibilities
nwaiting Afrien, its destiny cannot
equnl in glory that of our swn
America. We live in the land
which is choice above all other
lands, and in which the capital city
of the whole world, the seat of the
Great King Himsell will yet be es-
tablished.

A SURPRISING DECISION.

“WELL we are 1ot surpised!?? So
say o good many persous in com-
ment upon Judge Zane’s deciaion in
the mandamus cnses againat the
reglatrution officers. We snonfess
that we are purprise:dl. We expected
that His Honor would order the
officera to perform their plain duty
under the Jaw, because we know
that Judge Zance isa good lawyer,
nm!{ because he usually renders
sound decisions when they do not
relate to the polygamy question, on
which we regard him as somewhat
of a fanatic.

Iu the decision
abows that the

Judge Zane
regisiration offi-

cers "have only ministerial
functions, except when n voter
ir suspected of disgualification

from pelygamous relationa er prac-
tices; that they are bound to perform
their duties under the exiwsting lnwa
of Congress and of thia Territory;
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