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and there ls scarcely an exc¢eption,
Where a woman who is a Latter-day
Saint talks About the priociples of the
Gospel to her children they take an in-
terest in it, and are influenced by it
mote than the children of others are
who dp not teach them in that man-
ner,

I kpow it is s0 in my cnse. My
mother was 1 woman of great faith
and an ardent Latter-day Saint; nand
th impressions made upon my mind
by her have infiuenced my life. SBhe
gave me lessons that I have never for-
gotten, and they have had s wonder-
ful effect upon my entire career,
prompting me and stimulatiug me fur

good, I am eure it s the
cage In every = family. The
effect of womnan’s infiuence
canpot be  over-estimated; and

on this account I am glad tosay
these organlzatione bave furpished
you with opportunities that you would
pot have uader other girgumstances.
And every one that has talents hns the
opportunity of exercislpg and cuold-
vatiog them in our meetings and asso-
cistiops. This will briog forward the
talent that exists among you, and [ am
sufe it will havea beueficial effect upon
the whele commmunpity, and grow aod
inorease as the years roll by.

[ am verysorry that Presldent Wood-
rufl could not be with you this moru-
ing. He on two occaslons exprersed
is regret that bie could not Le present,
A slight attack of aick ness rendered it
lmprudent for Bim te come. He
charged me tb henr his kind regards to
Hister Richard= and the sisters present,
and to say to them, God bless them Ju
their lubore.

I hope these Relief Boclely confer-
ences will be coutinued. Tney ouxht
to be'held every taree mocths. Such
occasions 38 these should not be ner-
lected, and they shculd not pasa with-
out bejng improved. 1 am sure you
muet have felt interested in the meet.
ipga which bave been held. These
:atherings will de good toali whoshare
in them. The young women and the
«irla should altend them, and be proi-
ited by the instructions that are given.
They will be profitable to theimn.

May (Fod hlees you. Amen.

[ feel grateful to have the privi-
luge of mestilg with you thls morning.
‘This 18 & Counference of the Rellef
Hopeletles of this 8take, ns I understand
ir. [ do uct know butthis is the first
opportunity [ have ¢«njoyed of meeting
at one of these conferences, al least, it
ia the first for a great many years,

I was much pleased with the re-
marks of President Cannon in praise of
woman; for, when I riflect upon it—
and I do pot often forget it—I[ remem-
Bor thut my mother was a woinsn; amd
my sleters and daughters are wumen
aod our wives are womeb! | have a
~very tender regard for the sex, I have
faith in them, I believe in them, and
juve to see thiem happy, pure, virtuous
and prusperous.

I understand that one, at least, of the
objects of these epocieties is that the
wotnen of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latler-day 8aiuts may improve and
#vall themeselves of vvery opportunily
possible for the cuiture, impruovement
and benelil, not only of those whbo arein
favorable clrcumstances and are
blessed with the negessarles or comn-
forts of life, with peace and happioess,

guod homes, husbands, fathers, ete,, but
ulso of the poor and the pneedy,the over-
burdened, the ignorant, the untaught,
and those that lack experieuce and
knowledge tuo perform the varied du-
tles devolving upon them ip their
va!led spheres in life, In looking at
this mutter, it peems to me that there
Is a very great field of labor for the
socleties. For, notwithstanding all
the good things that buve been wmaid
and all the good things that may be
said of the miothers and daughbters of
Zion, if we pause to reflect about 1t we
will pee that there is great room for
lubor tn the directivn of improving
the condition of women, not only in
domestic, but in ropial and secular as
well as religious matters, and not only
in moral, but in physical advance-
menl; iu polltics as wel!l as jn the bet-
tering of the condition of our domestic
relations, [ believe {t legltlmate for
theee societies toJook after the welfare
and happiness of the sisters in relation
to their domestic aflairs,

Where & woman, belng a wife and
mother of ¢hildren, and the head, next
to her husband, of her household, is
lacking experience, knowledge and
iufluenge with her family in regard to

bringing them up in the way they
should go, ang in the knowledge of the
prinegiples of the Gospel, and with re-
gard to her conduct geoerally ns a
rmember of the Church of Jesds Christ

jor Liatter-day Saints, I belleveit is per-

fectly legitimate for theReliof Socletive
to strive to alleviate her condition and
¢ive her aid and comfort, and try to
vnlighten and encourage such personsy
strengthen thelr hande where they are
weak, build them up where they lack,
'and enable them to proceed as they
whould jn those househelds, I do not
kpow whether thia is considered a part
of the duties of Relief Socleties, still, if
they Jdo npot so regard if, I thivk
|1t in a legitimate thiog for them to de,
No one can reach the mether and
uaughter of Zion fo their homes and
domestic relntlons, and in thelr per.
sonnl aftairs, Bo well ‘as their sisters
can.  Aund those who have experience
and futelligence will be enabled to im-
part greal wooud to those that need in
these directione.

Bpeaking of the inﬂueu’e of women
over their hushande, | coucur very
heartily with President Cannooon in
this matter; and I am thankful to add
this by way of bearing my testimony,
and Lo offer my cobngratulations to the
slstera that they do have such wonder-
ful influence over their husbande; that
af a rule the mothers in Zion, tue
mothers of israel, are the very best
women that live in the world, the beat
that can be found anywhere.
Apnd thercfore the men, as well as
the women, are to bwe congratulated
that these good women and :nothers in
Zinn bave euch influsoce over their
hushands, for it is exerted for their

fluence over thelr chiliren, for it will
be exerted for the welfare of their
children, and for the good of their
ueighbors abud associates. The good
tufluence that a1 good mother exurcises
over ber children is like leaven cast
ioto the mensure of meal, that will
leaven the whole lumy; and as far as
her influence extends, not only to ber
own children, but to the associates of
her children, it is felt, and geod Is the
result accom plishedby it.

®ood; and also that they have such ip-

And, sisters, you do not know how
far your influence vxiends. - A mother
that is successful in raielng a good
boy, or girl, to imijtate her example
and to follow her preceptsithrough life
nows the peeds of virtue, honor ap
iutegrity and of righteousness in thefr
hearts that will be felt through =all
their carver in life; aud whereverthst
boy or girl goer, a8 man or woman, ip
whnteversociety they mingle, the good
effects of the example of that mother
upon them will be fell, and 1t wil
never die, hecause it Wllf sxtend from
them to f.‘.leil’ children from generation
to generntion. Apd especially do
we hope for this in the Gespel of Jesup
Christ,

And pow that the Kingdom of God
is about to be established in power and
glory upon the earth, and that God hag
set His hand fo acComplish His work,
never more to be destroyed, the poed
seeds that are sown today are destineg
to bear truit, and "cast thelr seeds tp
aguin grow and agaln to bear fruitrand
still again to cust the seeds of right.
eousnets on the earth, until righteous.
necs shall reign in the earth and flow
like a river, and wickedness shall be
uprooted.

Now the lord will aceomplizsh thia
work, and He will do it In His owp
way. He ls laying the foundation ot

this work in the hearis of
the mothers and fathers of
Zion just as  fast  as  they

will let Him. He s working with
the materiul that He possesses; He ip
working by the exhortations of Hia
servants; aud He s slriving to make
 them what they ought to be now,in or-
der that tbeir children may eventualjy
be better than they and more suscept,-
ble to the infiuence of the Spirit of the
Almighty, and better adapted to the
enjoyment of those influences that
come from God than the fathers have
bewn, traditionated anr they “ure in the
folliea and prejudices of the world,

It isn a great work that we are en-
gaged in. Theee conferences of the
women—the mothera and the daugh.
ters in Zlon—are excellent; the respop-
sibility placed upon the women ip
these agsnciations will result 1n good;
every organization of the Church |g
designed for good. The organization of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day BSaints Jeelf, it8 purpose ang
+pirit, and the force and effect of the
work we are engaged in, are all good,
and are all calculated to ake gopd
men beller men, and good women bef.
ter women.

Apd it is a good thlng we have lound
something that is calculated to make
women equal in their spheres anyg
callinge in life with their busbands,
their fathers and thelr brothers, There
is something in “Mormonism?’ cajey-
lated to make women helps meet f,p
their husbands in every esense of thg
word, Not as in the world; for they
—especinlly they that are possessed ot
wealth—are pursuing a coutse to migke
their wives toys, so tospeak; to make
them dolls, if you please; they treat
them, not as their equals, not as thelp
reaponableé cowmpaninne, but merely as
obilecla of flattery, of admiration,
felgned or real, and for the gratifica-
tion of their carpnal desires, This is
wlckedness and abomijpation in the
sight of the Lord. This is the thing
that Prerident Canoon hae been speak-

ing of, which will end in tho degener-



