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the characterof this work the na-
ture of the opposition that it would
have to meemeet with in the earth the
murderous character of satansgatans ef-
forts as they have been manifested
in passagesstAgespadtK and as I1 believed they
wwould1 fee iinn ththis age I1 made up my
mind that if I1I1 got through safely
if I1 secured the crown and the
glory which god has promisedr0hailin sed uuntonto
those who will be faithfulalt to his
cause and to his son jesus christ
that if I1 got through and attained to
this great glory at the cost of every-
thing on earth that I1 held dear to
me even to life itself I1 ought to be
satisfied and I1 ought to make up
my mind that such might be the
result

it has been much better with me
thus far in the progress of this work
and my connection with it than I1
ever expected it would be I1 have
had more happiness that is of a
worldly character I1 have had more
means I1 have had more substance
I1 have had more quietude I1 have
had more rest and less affliction
less trouble and less evil to contend
with and less persecution that is
as far as I1 am personally concerned

than I1 expected might be the case
in my life

this great work which god our
eternal father has founded is des-
tined bear it all ye latter day
saints hear it all ye ends of the
earth to fill1111 the whole world it is
the power that the prophets spoke
about it is the power that they de-
scribed in the most glorious lan-
guage the predictions of the holy
prophets upon this subject are the
most glorious to be found with-
in the volume of scripturere
we refer to the workwor of
thethelastlast days smallSmallasItas it is in its
beginnings insigninsignificant destitute
of influence destitute of worldly
advantages it is a power neverthe-
less that will continue to grow it
will continue to increase it will
continue to spread until from pole to
polePO 10 from the centre to the circum-
ference of our globeI10 be in every laudland
the power and ttthee influence of this
greatareat work which our father in
heaveneaven has laid the foundation of
will be felt

will it be accomplished by us as
mortal men by the human agencies
that we have at our disposal no
no we have proved by experience
that we of ourselves can dobut very
little why there are events oc-
curring every little while that put
our human wisdom to shame that
cause us to fall back and wonder
what next shall be done what move
shall next be made what step we
shall taketotake to counteract this afflic-
tion or this evil how shall we es-
cape this threatening danger how
shall we penetrate this seemingly
impenetrable wall that is before us
antiand impedes our progress Is not
this the feeling experienced very
frequently I1 confess to having it
I1 confess thatthai time and time again
I1 have been at a losslose looking at
it as a man to tell how we shall
escape the evils that menace us by
which we have been surrounded
and from which it seemed there was
no POWpossibleble outlet or means of escape
it is at such times that men who look
upon this work and who do not

understand it who do not recog-
nize in it the work of god raise
the cry that mormonism has
received its deathblowdeath blow and will
most assuredly perish

it is easy enough to understand
why this is the case this work to
be understood must be viewed with
the eye of fifthfaith the man who
looks at it to comprehend it must
have some knowledge of the power
that founded it the power that ac-
companies it the power that sus-
tains it in the absence of this
knowledge of course men judgedgea of
0 as they would of any atreotherr sys-
tem looking at it as they would at
something else that has its origin in
mansmanis device but there has never
been a moment since the lord laid
the ffoundationoundation of this church until
this present time that god has left
his servants in the hour of extrem-
ity in the hour of trial in the hohourur
of peril without knowledge from
him without the voice of his
spirit directing the path to take to
show them the next step forward
when seemingly confronted by ob-
stacles that could not be overcome

but that would arrest the pro-
gress of the work As these obstacles
have been approached they have
vanished they have been removed
out of the way and the path has
been made as clear as this aisle be-
fore me for the progress of the work
and for the action of the people of
god

praise be to god for this to him
be the glory it is not the effort of
man it is not the wisdom of man
it is not the ingenuity of man it is
not the power of man that has car-
ried this work forward to its present
condition if it had been our posi-
tion would be a most woeful one we
would have been in the most deplor-
able circumstances what could we
have done what could we do today
if this were the case if this were
our position if god were not with
us and did not sustain us and he
did not guide us in every step of
this work what would become of
us why there are thousandsthousand andWand

thousandsthousandsinin this land who would
be ready to lie down and die hope-
less lost to all feelings of cheerful-
ness as to the future and expecting
nothing else than overwhelming
ruin

now my brethren and sisters
for you are the ones to whom I1 ad-
dress myself today I1 desire that my
testimony shall be encouraging so
far asae I1 have the spirit to encourage
to inspire hope to lift up those who
are cast down those who mourn
those who feel despondent those
who askaak themselves has bodgod for-
saken or forgotten us I1 wish to
address myself to all those and
to say and bear testimonytec to
them that god reigns today in
the heavens that he is as near
to us today that his revela-
tions are pouredared out upon us todaytod AY

that heibegivesves us knowledge today
that he fillsila us with his holyhely spirit
today as much as ever he did I1inn the
history of our hurchchurch

this work did not depend upon
thee prophet joseph I1 well remem-
berr although in my boyhood when
he was taken it seemed as though
hope had fled we imaginedin that

he would have lived to have led this
people forward until jesus should
come what was to become of the
people then was the inquiry to
whom should we look for the word
or the lord the prophet the seer
the revelator the man of god hebe
who had beheld the lord the
father and the son who had been
ministered unto by holy angels to
whom had been restored thothe
everlasting gospel in its origin
nal purity and power and
the glorious priesthood byby the
authority of which men could of-
ficiate in gods name this man so
blessed so gifted so honored of
god hadbad been taken away by the
cruel hand of assassins and to
whom should we look for guidanceuce

fuldawho was there among alall tthe VEU
ereera of israel who could step forward
and lead the people of god I1 re-
member in the printing office where
I1 was then a boy discussions among
the elders who labored there con-
cerning this there was no WAOmatt
apparently amongst the saintosainte
amongst the elders so preeminentpre eminent
that all minds could settle upon
him

but when the time came that the
congregation met when the twelve
apostles returned and met with the
people then it was plainly manifest
in the face of all israel that thee
was a man whom god had chosen
there was a man who was fully em
powered with the authority of the
priesthood to lead the people the
voice of god was heard spoken byb
human lips and the spirit of god
bore powerful testimony to edweve
one present that he was the manmain I1it
was necessary in that hour of
I1in that hour for which Ple
had been so unprepared iniid thatthal
hour whwhann there was such a diveddi

at viewsviews as to the priesthood
and as to the rights of the priest-
hood that there should be a sisigo
manifestation of gods providprovident
and power to designate the man 008

that there could be no cavil nor dis-
pute in the minds of the saints

he led israel with the skweaaa
power with the same authoauthorityriv
with the same gifts and with wfOR
same wisdom that had characterize 11

the prophet joseph he led thath
peoplee through hours of trial and
difficulty scenes thattha were perplex-
ing

I1 4led them across the plainsDbanftc
brought them to this lanland I1 boidpoid
out the spot and prophesiedslid
carning the future of this country w
encourage them so it has bee
from that day to this r
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away in the full measure 0
days having led the people of 000 J
with such signal advantage and aa
companiedcompaniescompa nied by suchauch marks of davi
favor god raised up another ALan
when he died he raised up ano

hepresident woodruff is here nnow1 W
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lives today a man of rripa
experience having been a
lajfar with this work from the va
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mencement till the present wlib 5understanding it thoroughly w
beis as much as man caucan doCLO andana

has in the providence of our w y
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