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ucbbuah expressions as these and much

more of socialistic enmity to the be
public than either the framers of the
constitution worked wisely and well
when they drafted that precious docu-
ment its principles were nurtured in
patriotism and were born olof an undy-
ing love of justice and human liberty
the system provided for a combina-
tion of the elective and appointive
agencies that should express the popu-
lar will in safeeafe and convenient form
andnd yet guard against hasty and un-
reasoning popular clamor the reasons
for adopting the system were elaborate-
ly discussed carefully weighed and
wisely passed upon we shall not
attempt to review them now with
the development of the nation addi-
tions and amendments to the consti-
tution have been necessary but no
change has been required in the general
plan so far as the welfare of a free and
patriotic people tois concerned and
any such general assault on00 the const-
itutionaltuttational form of government in this
country asaa would characterize it as
a system menaced by a tramp
ataft one end and a Pprincely
duke at the other should be hotly
resented by every patriotic american
whether the assault be made by the
Cchief of an extensive labor organ-
ization or an ordinary haymar-
ket anarchist such persons should
be given to understand that
the great palladium of liberty and
rights in tolathis nation isia in its general
inception badand plan suited to every one
fit6 to enjoy the privileges of american
citizenship

thitthat there are abuses under ouroar
java everyone will admit that labo-
ring men have good cause to complain
in many ways is also true but the
remedy for the wrong lies in the exer-
cise of constitutional powers not in the
abrogation of thehe constitution we
are of the opinion that any organiza-
tion which makes a serious business of
threatening such vital changes in the
constitution as those proposed will find
that in the effort their wanderers 12 will
become more weary still and that the

finalseminal and triumphant struggle 11 will
place the victory on the other side
AMall citizens should work with vigor
alioaad determination for needed reforms
but individuals or organizations who
eekok to revolutionize constitutional

government in this country must be
invitedInvitecl to take a back seat and forced
there the nation can gotget along better
without them

AND SECRET SOCIETIES

A correspondent callscalif the attention
eftieof the NEWS to the fact that persons

who have membership in the church
omemome of them influential in the locality

aber they reside have taken upon
them the obligations oaths and agree-
ments of certain secret societies thus
bloomingbecoming members of such organiza-
tionseions abethe inquiry is made as to
whether it in consistent for a professing

day saint to unite with a secret
erder or society

the position of the church on this
matter has been clearly defined in the

by revelation both ancient
sodad modern and by earnest repeated
andud consistent instructions from those
la it is almost inconceiv-
able that there should be any

dainty or doubt as to what the rule of
the church and the duty of
the saints lais in this re-
gard there has been no
change in the revelations no change in
thehe teachings of the church and no
change that we are aware of in the
secret orders and organizations themhem
selves and yet there appears to be
necessity for fresh warning on the sub
eject lest some be unwittingly led into
transgression through following the

example of others
let it be understood therefore that

those who are numbered with the latter day saints have no place whatever
in any of the secret orders societies
combinations or unions of the day
the proper and safe course for each
member of the church is to leave this
class of organizations severely alone

at various times in the history of
the ancient inhabitants of this con

societies flourishedflouri abed among
the people so that they did have their

yeiye their secret signs and their
secret words they had their oaths
their covenants and their agree
ments 11 their works in connection with
their societies were in secret or in
darkness in every instance the ex-
istence of these organizations brought
condemnation and sorrow upon the
people or the nation that encouraged
them in accordance with the declara-
tion of the lord yea and cursed
be the land for ever and ever unto
those workers of darkness and secret
combinationscombination even unto destruction
except they repent before they are fully
ripe

the historical examples referred to
and the word of the lord quoted
should be sufficient warning to
every latter day saint for though
the nations in which these
societies existed have passed way
leaving only a remnant on the
land the lord revealed through his
prophets in ancient times that toin the
present age in this nation such organ
Izatlonsions would again exist secret
combinations even as in times of old
according to the combinations of the
devil for hebe is the foundation of all
these yesyea the foundation of
murders and works of darkness yea
and hohe them by the neck with
a flaxen cord until he bendeth them
with his strong cords forever and of
these the lord said that my cove
nantsnante waymay be fulfilled which I1 have
made unto the children of men that I1
would do unto them while they are in
the flesh I1 must needs de-
troy

de-
stroy the secret works of darkness and
of murders and of abominations the
reason for the divine condemnation of
such organizations may be found in
the reason which timethe savior gave to
his disciples as to why men worked
in secret combinations or in darkness
they love darkness rather than

light because their deeds are evil J 1

individuals who have membership in
the church should holdbold perfect com-
munion through the appointed chan-
nels with its head when any of
them unite with secret oath bound
societies they are thereby obligated to

hide their counsels from the lord
and therefore have taken a long stride
toward an apostate condition and
ought to take the first opportunitynilty of
retracing their steps

it may be urged that these societies
are formed merely for beneficent

purposes such we have no
doubt are their avowed objects
and these are perhaps the only
ones ostensibly sought but why
then Iss there need for the secrecy and
darkness otof their works the presen-
tation of such a theory in advocating
their cause among the saints has its
perfect simile in the evil one leading
people by the neck with a
flaxen cord until they can
be bound more firmly with harsher and
stronger thongs there is no question
that unions may be aniland have
been formed which havebave ac
complis hed much good in improving
the condition of men but the fact
that they may have done and can do
good does not dispose of the objection
that they can also do harmbarm certainly
in their banding together to help one
another and resist all outsidersoutsiderb their
tendency is to create hostility between
classes to exact allegiance to onevaones
followsfellows which may not be properly
given and eventually to menace soci-
ety order and government

it Isie a matter of history that trades
unions originally organized for the
mutual protection and benefit of mem-
bers in the main have passed out of
that field the causes which have
produced the change we will not dis-
cuss now it is sufficient to know that
it bas taken place promfrom the
original position of union for de-
fense against oppression they have
in turn become oppressors they
now endeavor to exclude from
employment those who do not choose
to become members of the organiza-
tions within the scope of the power
which they claim and attempt to
exercise is that oiof compelling the
granting of their requests frequently
regardless of the property rights of
those upon whom their demands are
made passing from a legitimate field
of unity for mutual benefit they are
ambitious to aggrandize themselves at
the expense of others and practically
have become secret societies whose
object is to gain means and power to
control in the affairs of men of course
secret associations of this order
are not confined to the industrial
classesasses federations of capitalists
and employers are entered into
one otof the alleged objects being to
meet and resist what are deemed the
unjust demands of labor unions these
federations also engage in secret con-
clave and from the methods which
they follow it is beyond question that
their chief object is the acquisition of
wealth by any means available and
the combination of power to retain the
ascendancy over the massesmanes and crush
out anything that tends to diminish
their autocracy

beyond these there are numerous
other secret societies in business re-
ligiousligious political and social circles all
habaringring in view a similar object viz to
get power andana gain there are monopo-
lies trusts combinations and federa-
tions almost without limit all studying
to advance their own interests and
gratify their selfish desires without
regard for the welfare or the rirights9his of
others

were the methods employed con-
fined to the moral forces there might
some hope that the progress of these
organizations would not prove a means
ot convulsing society or disrupting
governments but the experience of tbabee


