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LECTURE

On “‘The Establishment and Abol-
ishment of the Primitive
Chuarch.”

Tre following lectare was recently
delivered by Elder James A. Leishmaan,
in the Logan Temple: .

The sabject now belore us, being one
ol such vast importaace to the huinan
famlly, and eéspeeially to the Elders of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latt :r-
day Saints, who are called in these
days to preach the Gospel in Hs ful-
ness, has induced me to undertake a
task of w0 small proportions, that of
tracing from the history of the past,
the establishment of tae Christian
Church and its subsequent degadence
and abslisbment. 1 do oot Jdo Lhis,
however, witheut a full recognition of
the fact that many ol the Elders of the
Church have written upen this sabject,
who bave elacidated many events aod
incidents connected with it, and in this
connection I do not wish por hope to
transcend the edorts tha! have been
put forth; por Lo eclipse the lizht that
has vgen throwo upon this all-lmpor-
tant subject., To an intelligeat miad
there Is no subject of more .

VITAL INTRREST,

thano this, nor around which cluster so0
DL0Y Serious copgequences o man-

nd, spamely, that they should be in
possession of a true, valid, and livieg
relizion. :

Wheaa it is taken Into acconnt that
ma' i9 a moral, intelligent and respon
slble being, and that his whole orgro-
fsm is adapted to and reachers after
the superpatural and divine life, with
otemrlellcil ;; It s obvious that the
method employed To altaln these
taings, should be of such a character
as will epnble him te obtala them [t
Appears reasonable that au end so de-
sirahle a: eteroal felicity, should be
predicated upon certiin unslterable
conditions, lnwsmuch as the desire of
the human heart has been presumanly
the same ln all azes, The physical,

mental, spirituaal, and inatellectaal ca- |

pacities of the race are susceplible of
the sswoe [mpressions, the same ad-
vancement, the same progresasion angd
elevation towards vhe spiritual and di

vipe lile; notwithstandiog the counter
fact, that mankind have not made the
same advancement in some periods
that they have o others. This hasnot
heen dae to their waat of susceptionli

ty im that direction, bul ratber to the
perversity,ot their osature, based upon
the free azency which is innate fo all
mankind. From these deductions it is
evident that the one thing 0 greatiy to
De desired, namely,

would ba predicated npoa the same
conditions, which operate inexorably
througa rat the azes of mankied Toat
the attainment of the same blessiug so
devoutly wisbhed for, can oaly be
achieved by ome iovariable method,
appears reasopable and consistent
From the best authority to be fouand.
which Is the sacrad writings of holy
aad josplred m<n who have written
aod spoken o the different ages of tae
world, and whose words live and ap
pear like liviog fire upon the pages of
history, the truth of which Is attested
by their owna weight, inform us that
«3od created the hesavens and the earth,
.afy placed wan uwpon it for specific
,pu?,:_-u_-s v
He g as placed opon his own agency
inthe Ggrden of Eden, and put under
. % combapdinent 80t Lo cat of acertaln
~aree jo theparden. Upoa the violation
of that copmpandment certain results
were to follow, awong which was< an
aliznation trodu the presence of God,
uatil & perlect reparation could be
made, sufficient to satisly divine jus-
tice., Adam bhaviog become & fallen
being, was nonable 1o make amends for
his transgression. [t then became
necessary that a Savior be furnished
. for him, who was competent to make a
. complete stonement for the law tout
he bad traosgressed, Jesus, the Ooly
Begotten of the Father, wias the per-
son wio took apon Himsell the task.
‘Hence in view of the ©

FROMISE OF ATONEMEMNT

that was to Ue cffected in the meridian
ol tme, tie Gosgpel 0! Jesus Carist,
was tbe ooly plau of salvation given to
maukind io the begiooing. Many re-
celved it, belleviag o all good faith
taat the redemption of man would be
wrought oot by Jesas, a8 promised by
the Father., Thus the law ol God em-
braced in the Gospel, with 1ts orai-
naoces, gifts and blessings,based upon §
the atooement, lu \be then fature, was
as eflicacions to the creature as it could
possibly be alter the fact of {ts accom-
plishmwent,

For various reasons that cannot be
meptioned here, altbougn suflicient nf
themselves, the Gospel was not per-
mitted to remaiio am o ng mankind con-
tinnously from Adam to Chnist,
Tarougnent the Mosaic dispensation
v aich lasted nearly 1,000 years, Lbe
Jaw giveu to the [sruclites was in a
Jlarge measnre symbolical, carrying
wyitp it the typitication of the atone-
yuent Zhat was p!umised hy the Fatner
througa Jesus Christ. The Jews had
»sadly departed from the apirit and
genius of the Mosale law Ipltsgoliect-
ive sense, a8 well as in toe esscoce
thereol; for while it can be stited
with truih, that the daily sacrifice was
offered in token of the ygreat sacrifice
expected, the Jews had lost sight of
the character of the Redeemer, as por-
trayed by all the prophets. Tney bad

als ? lost the power and spirit of their
d,,..,'.tmod, $0 much so that when the
.gai’.-uh sppeared smoug them toney did
notrecoy 122 Him as toe Son of-God,
,nor the R leemer of the world, bat
s rejected fiun » 24 put him to deatn.

Woen tue Serior sppeared amony
»men,

A PECULIAE CONDITION

he litical and religious world
::in:u::i.poa knowledge of which, Lo
some extent, is necessary, in order to
«ehrmprenend the obstacles that stood
in the way,and the di cultjes that had
wo be eacountered by tae Savior jo the
dmtroduction of the Gospel. The theu
political world, belng under the juris-
diction ol the Homso power, woose
~ressive rule god conguest bad par-

-~ 8@ Jargely of thit narsh element
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i, the feeling of hrother-
gl extivguisheg¢ [fom
N{r&;t was 1mposged
sunguered na-

wr Jhb Komans,
“« @ fec]lpg of

. re;
L
s e‘

ag.
likew
which s.
1ty vast do.
boot was we.
soclety. Tae y
upon the necks us
tions and kingdoms
l1aid heavily upon then.
unrest permested this vas

the certainty of
nal
trom

divinizy.

INASSEE,
and barial.

der,

irmed all

partare.

heathen or
Moser and

its philosopters, aad sbsu

the destinles of the t
affairs of their superstitions life.
From the foregoingz portraysl o

universs! scceptance O
of Christiaaity.

mission, and =zradoally

for in them they tuought they

testided of Him.
THE BENIGN PRECEPTS

would supplint Judaism

moral, civil and religious

savior.

was baptiz=d by him,

ualiy He chose

* TWELVE APOSTLES,

Japsism, aod the layiong

the Holy Gaost.

judgment, and Lthe

the dead.

resulted in llis
would

Him tu death;

to them respecting

men.

a
UNITY OF THE FAITII.

eift of toogues,
thereof, the gilt of healing, elc,

cresatare.

man, bad plaoted u

Him could
that were authorized by |

throagh which thejr sins woald be

Him.

of the unbellever.

the other }
they visited, was met with
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prevailing desire more or les. w-.&’
10 the various provinces Lo theo
the chains that bound ghem. .

counditien of things required the con
tioual survelllance of the Roman ar-|
mies to keep the conquered in subor-
dinaticn. The political world at the
advent of the Savior, althouzh resard -
ed a8 a peacetul period In comparison,
s0 much so that the Temple of St
James in Rome, was closed, as an evi-
dence that the Roman world was pot
at war with any people, was due mote
to the fact that there were mo olher
pationr of easy approach to make war
upon. In no other provioce more
than io the land of Palestioe, did a
feeling of uneasiness exist to extricate
itself from the Roman power, which

4

AGGRAVATED TIHE SITUATION

in which the Savlor found Ilimself.
So galllog bad been the fetters of the
Jews lmposed by thal power, that in
their fevelrish desiresand hope for de-
liverance, they haditeasoned them-
selves into the belief that when the
Messiahcame lle would deliver them
and place them in u}mnliuu o waich,as
& people, they had loog beeuraccus-
tomed, that of national indepe-:dence.
It is easily to Pe imagived hof much
the Jews were disappoioted at%he ap-
pearance of the Son of God, wio came
amosgithsm jo a meek and lowly man-
ner, 80 that thus at the ver( threshold
of ijls work, He fouud an insixperable
barrier to the hearts of His -ountz-

men. Tue religious world, to’ say the !
least, was in no beiter condition. The

kpowa Lhat professed a3 bellef in ' he
Zrue God ia Heaven, had lost the sp rit
und genius of the faith of lheirfatd a5,
were llviag undera straloed i1¥ier jre-
tation of the law, and Wwere devoid of
the vifality tost sigoalized the adroin-
istration of Moscs and manv others
who sacceeded him, 1o shorr they bad
apostatized from the real 1gjth and

doctripe of the Mosaic dis; tion,
as & people, were divized Ipto
oonﬁlcunx sects ol Judaism,
WRANGLING AND CONTENDING
with each other over the fication |
.agd practice of the law. were
the Hellenists, a portion of tiy Jews,

that had adopted the Greek Mpguage
and customs, which bad been br vaght
about in and after' the ea ";un
Babylon; &s also tbe Prarisé®s, -

vis.

together .
possessiog o
ganization as .

Gospel,bearing the ..

Churco of Christ upon the c.
therefore heyond & doubt, atte.
the evidence of history, whieh ren.
uncontroverted, that Coristlanity weo
established by the Lord Jesus Christ.
of Christianity In the
primitive times through the instru-
mentality of the apostles and others,
nolwithstanding the anlagonism it en-
countered,
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WAS SOMEWHAT ASTOUNDING,

snt. L1 ln

It will now be in order to trace the
causes that eventuilly led to thc dis-
final overthrow of

the Church, left in the custody of the
tles,
epos

and aspeciatly Detar,
f of thal body, nato

once addresse{

Apout 'he ‘yeat 37. Stephen

pecples cotemporary with the Jews,.it
will be -safe to sigle that all were
a9, withoutany falth/in
@ prophess, and were
prac¢tising the varions forms of thelr
respéctive muyshologies; aud few were
in & condition 10 comprehend and re-
ceive the sublime doc:rine tiught by
Jegns. The pagan world was tossed
to and fro with the erratic: vagaries of
rdities of
the groseest kind were entertained re-
specting the genii that presided over
multitudinous

f the

when the pature of the timesis con-
sidered, &8s may be loferred by the
statement made in the 4in chapter of
the @ifth book of Ty tier’s Universal His-
**A thorough ac-
gusintance with the history of the
world and the state of mankind at the
time of our Savior’s birth, has led the
wisest and moust enligbtened joquirers
to conclude that the Almighty having
designed to illuminate the world by a
ere was no period at

certainly required
which it was aciually

whom the
1 b b Ph&ms:lt:
“Peter, lovest thou meé?"’ Petér an-
ewered *'Yea Lord,” “'Then Feed ny
ﬂ“k'" -

seryani ol God, followinT in tha line of
s «laty, preached the Gospel-in the
siree L3 ol Jerusalem, aad denonnced
the ; Jews that took pact io the cruci-
tixioy 1 of the Savior, us murdervers, and
set fe rth that Clurist was the Hedevioer
and t Sat theugh fouily mardered upon
the cx 288, rose irom
ascep ded to the Fatber. Toc enndgia-
tion oOf suel* dociring 80 aroused ihe

deada, and bad

civil and religious world then existing,
the ontlook st the advent ol the Su-
vior, was snythiag but promising for a
ths doctrines
The Savior began His
minlstry when sbhout 30 years of age,
by quiatly discassing the object of His
imtroducing
among the Jews those sublime truths
pertaininz to tae plan of redemption,
thal He was the Soo of Goad,the prom-
Ised Salloh; thrusting npon their no-
tice many sayiogs of the prophets 1o
which thev claimed to belleve, which
spoke of Him, aod upon one occasion
telling them to search the beriptures

bad

eteroal life, and these were they that

which He jnculcaled, suca as rclara-
g zood foseviiy,to love their cucmies,
to pray for thos= who despitefully used
them, woen amitten on the one clicek
to turw tbe other, If asked for thair
codl they were to givedaeir cloak 81503 | schools of phijusuphy, the la ter clugs
were regarded by & people who had fof indiviouals answerlnogr to that class
becn accustomed to exdact an eye for
an eye aud a tooth for a tooth, s in-
tolerable: and that He was the Son ol
God was looked apen as blaspiemy.

e continually sucountered tha critl-
cisms of the learued and the Rabbi’s
among the Jews, w:0 felt that the
teachiogd of tne Savier, Il accepted,
in all, its
forms, and work & revolotion In the
world,
Ubrist openly denounced the hypocerisy
of the Jaws, and dissected with uner-
ring precision the absurd noticns en-
tertsined by them respecting the n-
alequacy of their system and the
rility of their claim to the recognition
of the Almignty.
.John the Baptist,who was the herald
and foreruoner of Jesus,had previous-
Iy sanounced ths appesrapc: of the
. Jonn was an important factor
la the introduction of Curistianity, for
it appears by ths record that Christ
which evaat
notably establishes the fact that Jesus
practiced the doctrines lle tauzht by
subscribing to the sam2 condition tshas
He asked others to comply with, in
order to be saved.
It may b stated Ia this coonection,
that the offizial career and
of the Savior began after the date of
flis baptism, and the out-pouaring of
the Holy Spirit apon Him imaediately
aflterwards; IHeslowly gathered around
Him faihiul followers, who velieved
: in His Divinity an ! ministry,and even-
ETERNAL LIFE, t

ue-

ministry

and organizad His Charch with every
necessary functionary to carry on .the
work of evanzelization unoa the earth,
and the wvulrdecatinn of
carefuily teaching
cliters and other officers,the priociples
ol the Gospel; viz :

His diseiples;
the aposties and

faith, repeatioce,
oa ol the
hands authoritatively for the gift of
He also tauzht them

a hereafter, eter-
resuarrection
In short e taught
them the Gospel ino its fuluess, aod
that the doctrines which Il= had tanght
them would be accompanied by 4 pow- | sandiaries
er that woold attest their truth aod iz
The vituperatlon with which
Carist's doctrines were received by the
crucitixion
But on the third day He
rose agdios, ay He had declared He

Tae disaster tha' befog 1lis [ollowers
miy well be imagioned woen toey put
and mapy doubtless
felt tnat they had embraced & syitem
that expired at the death of its foun-
But not so; for Christ, afrer Iis
resarrection, uppeared Lo His immedi-
ate friends and His apostles, and re-
vived aod refresned themsaond re-af-
ile had previously taught
them. Ile tarried with them forly days
durioz which He lmpartsd precious
information
w.rk to be angdertaken after His de-
As iy written of Him {o Epa
4.n chap., 8S—11: He had led captivity
captive and gave xlfts to ?
some He gave Lo be wposiles, Ly some
Lo be prophets, evangelists (seventies
aod elders), pastors, priests, teachers
and deacons, for the work of thé min-
istry, sod that all might be vrougit to

the

To

Thus we have a happy elucidation of
the organizzd Charch of Corist as set
up by Corist himgelf, aud wh=n on the
eve of bis asceansion, He commanded
Hiz apostics Lo go to all the world and
preach His Gospel, the slzns thereol
would follow whe believer, namely, the
the Interpretation

o sumwarizing the Gospel of Christ
we digcover that 1t contained every-
thing neccssgfy to the salvation of tne
Whoat a sublime riflection,
that in the midst of such perversity as
existed previous to and daring the
apostolic age, God in His mercy to
n the earth
His Ctuorch, the religion of the Lord
Jesus Chrise, that all would seek after
nd upon the earth, men
m to ad-
minister the ordinances of the (z0s

lpel.
ar-

given; and tiey could be brought unto
sach relations with ta= Father, as as-
sured them of their scceptance with

Toe transformation brought about
upon tuose who received the Gospel—
the purity and piety of thelr lives af-
terwards contrasted so markedly with
the wide-spread perversity every where
around them--the infusnce and exam-
ple of the Caristian was s standing
rebuxe Lo the wicked and evil doer,
whiich aroused the ire and displeasure

The preachiog of the Gospol by the
apostliz~ and elders in Jerusalem and
arts of the world waiea

Iadeed, the early saints were every-
Even alter the
reaching of the Gospel at Pentecost
n Jerusalem, it may De said that the
spirit of persecation axalust the saiats
n Lo assumwe & sirulence that bore
fryit in after ume which warked that
era as oge of the bloodiest o the an-
ime. The resaits of the labors
postles were the rdlsiog up of
chorches la Jerusalem, Alexandrls,
¥pnesus, Auntiock, Cesarea, Corinth,
; aopd many Other
. a the grzsnization of which
‘ure 19 be logndﬁ‘:’ irye exemplifica-
‘harc gﬁ,igger—

Q-

e’ taken
‘e ped the Ghuren of Christ,
* galque sod pedticglar or-

x giﬁg
i
qrn%dgl.lia

It ie

~Nad by

“:{':fj

)

the

STONED HIM TO DEATH,

« The various sects thenm existing, al-
thouzh difering with each other in the
tenets of their faith and practice, uait-

|doctrines of Cheistidnity; and while
the Greeks, Romsns, snd ather nation-
alities embraced in the empire, weare
not bellevers in either Jodalsm, or
Christianity, they nevertheless enter-
tatoed 1deas imbibed {rom the mytholo-
gies Lo which they belonged, that were
in deadly opposition to he sphrit and
teachings of the Apostles. Dat there
Wwas one Dappy feature in the economy
of the Roman government, that for a
short periodafter the Ascension,se ved
to check the growing antipathy szainst
the early Salots. It was an establisned
custom io that governmeat, tha’ in all
the conquests thet were made, the con-
quered were allowed to retain their
rccultar form of wofship, aod to fol-
aw their cusioms and usages, both
with respect to their religious and civil
affairs, being raled over by those ap-
pointed by the Roman senate.

This cuatom, t) sume cxkent, re-
strained the hostility that arose agaiost
the early Sawuts; bug, as will he shown
bereafter, even that toleration whnich

existed ia the goverument-and among

the various sects and schools ceased

to exisl, when it was found that ihe

teacuaings of the Coristians came di-

recily in centact with the peranicioas

ractices ol Jew, Gentile and Pagan.

L will be remmembercd that those who

necams~ proselytes 'o the Christian

faith, formeriy belonged to the varions

phases of Judalim asd Pagaptsm, as

also some wno belonged to the varioas

that are now termed atheists. Lt is

evident that from spch
A HETEROGUYNEOUS SUURCE,

those who bal becams can_syanled
to the Gospel, weére moré or less imn-
boed with the errors of those systems
to which they-were formerdy attached,
aad it appears that maay of such, afver
becoming members of the - Chureh, ia
consequence ¢f the oppostion raised
agalost them, and the darkoess tpatl
prevalled, gave way (0 the current of |
error ex'sting, and lost, 10 & zre&t ex
tent, the spirit of tne ‘Gospel, aod
lapsed loto those views and errors,
Laat they previously had given promise
to abandon. Aund thus we read of
thode timea, that heresies were lotro-
ducel among ke clarches, requiring
all the expostulation 1o the power of
the aposties L0 counterace.

In consequenmce of the wide-spread
departure, and tiue intolerance that
auddenly sprung up against the Saints,
the apostles spoke in prophetic lan-
guage ‘of the talling away that was
portended lu the introduction amoog
the churches of false doctrimes and
paszan idess. Thaat they deplored tne
signs of the times many of them de-
clured in unmistakable terms, as {s
récorded la 2 Thessa , 2 chap., 7ta v.
*‘Hor the mystery of the imquity doth
already work;" or in other words the
premonitions of apostucy were be-
coming moure and more apparent in
many of the churcihes. Waoen these
thiogs are tuken ioto sccount in com-
nection with the persecation that arose
against the church, comlnencing with
the infamou« uct ot Nero,

THE MONSTER IN HUMAN FORM,

having become stained with every vice
and atrocity known to man,had arflved
at a point of diabolism, which was
superinduced by the animus that s
foul deeds had aroused in the wminds
of the populace sgainst him, and
seizing upon a frenzy of prejudice,
instiguted by the resident Jews agalnst
the Christians, in and around Rome, he
counceived the dea of setting the great
city on fire, and at omce spread the
alarm that the Christians were the ia-
. ‘T'nis foul strategy had the
effect of distragting the attention of the
puoplé from Neruv, which was turned
With vimaictive vengeance, against the
inoocent Curlsiisns huadreds of whoin
were arrested apon this trumped ap
eharge, and as fire wad the alleged
crime, fire wus the punishment. The
result was the burniog ol myuy seuls
whose tarred and pigched clothing,
prepared by the officials, lighted up the
pablic gardens of Rome to the amuse-
ment of Nero, his courtiers, snd the
debased poputace of R me. This wad
the lirst ol Len systematic persecations
insugurated by this vile govermament,
note of which will be mads ia their
proper order 48 we proceed.

It 1s but natoral to suppose that s
perseculion =0 violent a3 the one just
mentioved, resultlug 1o the martyg-
doms of tae Apostles Peter and Paul)
which eveut occurred lo the year 66,
worked detrimentajly to the cause of
Caristianity. Doubtless the Jews and
Pagao philosophers were highly elated
4l the reverses Lhe inin government
had brought upon th®churcn, and en-
couraged by this misfortune, they be-
caroe more embittered against the ears
ly Baivts, and more ténac ous of their
own religious views. Tuey assidnouss
ly misrepresented the Christlans to
the magisirates,aepd to the government
of Rome,

AS BDEING DISLOYAL,

aud attached to one Jesus whom
Pilate had punished capitaliy. Suoch
infamops insimuations gave rise to
mapy croeities, aod the popular
clamor incited the secalar ar«w of tne
government in various parts of the
empire, to punish aod marder the
early Saints, aad barrass and apnoy
them in varlous ways, with the bhope
to deplete thelr ranks.

Toe following will amplify the situa-
tion to which we refer, taken from the
hth chap. of Book one Mushelm’s Ecc.
History: . ° . “The Jews
who lived out of Palestine, in the
Bomao provioees, aid oot yield to
those of Jerusalem in point of craelty
to the innocent disciples ¢f Chrlst. We
learn from the Acts of the Apostlgs,
ard other records of upquestion-
able aatbority, thet they &pared the
laborer, but zsalously seized every
occasion of animating the magistrate
against the Christians, and instigatiog
the multitude to demand their de-
struction. ; :
“The High P'riest of the mnation, and
the Jews who d xelt in Paleatine, were
instrumental in exciting the rage of
the forefun Jews azainst the iofant
Church by sending messages to exhort
them to avold all intercourse with the
Cnristiaps. Toese perfldious acco-
sations had the intended effect, and
the raze of the Jews against the Chris-
tians was conveyed from father to
son, from age to age; se tbat the
.Caurch of Corist bad, in no periad,
more bitter and desperate enemies
than the \'err people to whom the im-
mortal Savior was ore especially
Benl." L - . -

THE ROMANXS

who werejroublesome to no nation en
fered even the Jews to hive under thelr
own laws and follow taeir own thethad
of worship, treated the Christlan alone
with severity.!”” * * * "'AP ncipal
reason of thils severity * % ¥ js.ems
to have beed t1e abhorrence and.con-
tempt felt by the Christigos for the re-
ligion of the empire, which was so lo-
Jgately connecied with tigform; and
h:'ﬁ&sd iyh the very ‘essenec of its po-
litical coustitytion; far, shoogh the
Homsans gave an unlimited toigration
to all religions which had mnothiog in
ghelir temets daugérous to the common-

'edlth, §¢t they would no¥ permit that
of their dycesicsd, which was estab-
Iiyhed ?y Lag law. Lhs stale, to be
turned igto derisiop, nor mg‘mpl_e :-a
be drawn away from thelr attachnzent
tojt.” % * ¥ Wehgy (afed to ridi-
¢ule 'the ahsardities ' of the pagan
perstition, and they Wwere ar

*i sesiduous in gainlng prose-
de. ‘dde truth. Nor did they.only
lytes .. seiypeon of Rowme, but alsa
attack tu L

= famoes and for un-
ali the diffe.  vaf 100 £nosared 10 tue
der waich sup.

v v theyex™r-
various couootriee ‘Q}"lﬁc’ . -

cised their ministey. ~¢ thatirpiiated
« Apother circuinslan. “eystig mlx
the Romans against tue Cu g, wh
the simplicity ot their wornuc“:; Lo
resembled io nothmr the s& bad a2
of any other peopie. Taey
sacrifices, temples, images, Ord. ~, 5
sacerdotal orders; aud this was's, -
clent to bring wpoun them the J{';.
‘proaches of an ignorant multitude,
who imagined that shere co!.lld _be 0o
religion without these. Taus they
were looked upon as & sort of atheisis;
and, by the Roman law those who were

CHARGEABLE WITH ATOEBISM

ts of human so-
e doclared the Pesta. Ol he various

t .I! 3
kim{s of punishment, both capital a
ve, which w employ

aud cprreclive, ":r; ¥

differént e ors agninst the Chris-
tiaos. Thm: one time, we rye
appesradces of the et dilli .1:1.
b siter the followers ot C ; |
at lanother,fwe ﬂnd‘-"tl-rrncllutaq
suspended, and positive I‘l’lt on
and infermation omnly allowe Ao (-lr‘:
other words, 1o be aceuscd a .
rested meant convictien without far-

ther formality of law, & n‘rm'g u;;l'-'

ed in their denuncistions agsiast the.

account of its rellgion, and who S.Uf'[

: Christians L
Giorived by Ichried mes vho baYS
on .
s rm-m. " oms"'l‘u{eae judicial forms
were vety different at_different times,
and ch , nutarally,- ing to
the mildaess of the laws hy the |

I

—

away to cxeculion, unless they pre-
vented punishment by apoatacy ! under
another, we scve inhuman magzisirates
endeavoring to compel
sorts ofitortures jto
ligioas professien.”
**Those who were of the Jowest rank
of the people, €scaped the besti; their
obscurity in some measure, screened
them from the fary of persecution.
The learned and eloquent, the doctors
and ministers, and cnietly the rich for
the contiscation of whose fortunes the
rapaeious magistrates were perpetu-
ally zaping, were the perfons most ex-
{ posed to tne daogers of the times.”

Not only was the infant church ex-
posed to all the

TERRORS OF PERSECUTION,

bnt there were other agencies at work
sapping its life and vitality, found in
the invasions that Jjalse teachers made
in the ranks of Its members, notwith-
slanding the expostnlations of the
apostles and the elders. It istrue that
as the members of the church were
fonod adhering to false doctrine they
were dealt with accordiog to the dis-
cipline of the church, aod where found
obstinate ‘e excommunicated, sod
%0 long as the apostles and elders were
permitied ta-tive, the church was kept
rid of faithless and unworthy members.
Shortly after the martyrdom of the
Apostles Peter and Paal, the notorious
Nero died by his owan haad, aad others
succeeded him, whu Dore no love to
the uooffending Caristian. Violence
azainst tne latter was a daily occur-
rence. Tue otugr apostles were, with
the exception of Johm the Revelator
soou put to death in varions parts of
the empire.

For ready reference we annex the
following form of the death and mar-
tyrdom of all the apostles:

Pewr grucitled with his head down-
ward ak Rome about the year 66.
James nedpeaded ay Jerusalem by
order of Herod sbout the year 44,
Mark was dragged 1o dealb im the

renounce \heir re-
. - -

streots of Alexapdria.

Luke was hanged on an olive treeln
Greece about the year 80,

James the lesaer was thrown from &
pionacle of the Temple and bLeaten to
death with s pillard.

Palllip was scourged and ecruclfiéd
about the year 52

Andrew was bound to a cross and
pr-ached till he dled,
Themmsas was run through with a
lance on the coast of Coramahail-ia the
East [ndies. : :
Jade was shot to death with an .ar-
row about the year 72 :
Barthosomew was flayed alive.
timon was cracifled in Persia about

i the year 74.

Mathew was slain with a halberd
1o Madabas aboust the year G0,
Burnabus was stoned by the Jews
about the year 73, ,

~ Paul was beheaded by Nero in Rome
1o the year tb.

_ John the Revelator it is said was cast
into n cauldron of boiling oil, but es-
caped uohurt, and was afterwards ban-
Ished to the lIsie of Patmos, ln the
Eigean Sew by the Emperor Domitian,
g the: year 96, I'his Ewmperor in-
augurated the two persecutions in 93,

IN THE INTERIM

belween the death of Peter and the
banishment of John eMmpsed 30 years,
durisg which many inoovatiens were
made by the various forcea at work to
detoriate the purity aod correctness
of the doctrinegs of tne Gospel.
Promipent among thewm was the sect
of Gaoosics who of all others were
more formidable than any for evil ip
the Inzinuations of their false and er-
roneous doctrine. From among the
many thiogs wentioned by historians
coucernlog this sect I guots the fol-
lowing from Chap. 8 Mosheim KEce.
listory.

"'The notions of this sect concerniog
Jesns Chorist were impious and extrav-
azant, For thouga they considered
Him us the Son of the Sapreme God,
sent frojn the pleroma or aabitation of
the Everlasting Fatber, for the happi-
ness of miserable mortals, yet Lhey
entertained upworthy ideas of [lis
person and offices.

“Theydenied His deity,looking upon’
[lim as whe mere son of God, and cvn-
sequently inferior vw the Father, and
they rejected His bumanity upon the
supposition tosk everyihing concrte
and corporeal is, itsell, essentiallymnd
intrinsically evil. Heuce the greatest
part of

THE GNOSTICS

denied that Christ was clothed with a }
raal body, or that he suffered really for
the sake of maokind, the pains and sor-
rows which he I3 said to have sus-
tained in the sacred mstory. They |
maintaioed that He came to mortals
witn 8o other view than to deprive the
tyrants. of the world of vhelr 1nfluence
upon virtuous and heaven born souls,
destroying the empire of these wicked
spirits, to teach mankind how they
might separate the divine mind from
the impure body, and render the for-
meoer worthy of beiug united to the i
Father of spirits.”

The errors embodied 'n the Gentlle
d=atrine are the more apparent when
we rcflact, that to doubt the divinity
of the mission of our Savior is to dis-
rupt the whole plan of salvation, and
sct aside the great ecomomy of the
Kather respecting the probation of ks
creatures.

Amone the body of Gentiles were to
be found many ‘phllosophers whose
erudisic’ and respectability, added
snmewhat to the plausibility of their
views, and ou this account their efforts
to distort the plain principles of the
‘Gospel were io some instances suc-
cessful, The end and operations.of
this séct being to introduce false doc-
trioe foto the oqurch, was alded by
the eprrupt doctrine of the Nicolaitans
of which mention 13 _made in Revela-
tions: = !

In the 20th chapter of Kusebius’
Ecc. Histoiry we find the followlog
concerning this heresy: ‘*Nicolaus
one ol the deacons who with Stephen
were appointed by the Apostles fo
minister to the poor, haviog & beauti-
ful wife, and beinz reproached after
the agcension of our Lozd, with jeal-
onsy by the A‘me;leq. he conduocted
her into the midst of them, and per-
mitted any one that wished Lo marry
her. This they say wWas

PERFECTLY CONSISTENT

with that expression of bis, that every-
one ought to abuse his own flesh, And
thus these that adopted his heresy,
following hoth this example and ex-
pression \gerally, rashed headlong in-
to fornicalion withaut shame. Awmong
those who took ao sctive parlt in the
dissemination of false doctrine are
mentioned by the apostle and Mosheim
as! Hymenaes, Alexander, Philetuos,
flermogénes, Demas, Diotrephes, Si-
‘mon Magus and his disciple Menander,
While others were studious te bleand
with the doctrines of Christ, the opia-
:rqna. customs and traditions of the
e‘.a_ll
Within a few~ years previous to the
close of the first century, we flad the

expostulations, coupled with the
admopitions of the Savjor, re-
cgrdgd the first chapters

of Johw’s revelations, to the seven
chuornhes tn Asla wherein are to be
i&gud the premonitions of apostacy,
rebuked, and the exhortation to retarn
to faithfulness, and to be steadfast o
the truth. Corru?tlal a K the
memhers were pointed oat, and the
hllghting processes of false doctrine
declatmed in unmistakgble terms,

' The close of the first century wit-
nessed the primitive church in a seme-
what dismembered condition. The
twelve' aposties, chosen to be the
specisl witsesses of the Gospel, were,.
with ene exceptiog, martyred for the
truth, and "John, the ‘beloyed aposatle,
1t is daid, bad closed hjs eves jo desth
at ¥phesus having been released from
Patmos.

HISTORY IIAS - FAILED

to chroplcle our apostolic succession
4nd in mo period of the Christian era
can weé ook tonsistently for an event
of this chargoter If st all than to the
i~y age in whicii_the apostieg them-
@?ﬂ fived, and fiove is to be found.
8 elchisedec Pri:istbotcl:ld wsla
erg than aposties, there s
Eﬁl.‘fui&.;g:& we read of seventy

belng calied* who nssisted the
32:1:-: in the rimtlui:ﬁel:m lsbg;;‘ B:'--‘
tain tha t eci-
is also cer maay

{lfd.“; nat raged them were

ragth. i
w’t‘h‘: 'a;:tl'uctlon of Jerusalem to-

ether its temple under Titus in
ﬁ: the xﬁhﬁ; (_zmlu.u_'ph thluc?t-
t of . Eemn,_. ble rou_linpr%a &
11:3« with the si% ter -!u.l g el
souls and the captivily and d rs

ards 00,000 re. It must
::;amberedlmt this direful event

t nf the iction of
shods S Gl e

quence of th b b g

tne Savior, and the .

He taught, This event a ted g

cause of Christianity, lusom h as

incensed the surviviog Jews tiirough-

out theé emplire wita )

1 GREATER VIRULENCE ~

?ﬁrerjd&ol% nstyre of ; e;h:nzy ot
::mdmﬁroﬁ‘cm.#

S ate WA A fivored
peoni, e Jari s gl

-ducees, ; ‘ p - t of “Mor

Essences snd other wf the | passt ns of the chief priests,the tolers | Jarity to the fresiment )

Jews, whose schismatic views 'r"eprd- and tine Sanbedrim, tgnt he was takxen|in Uu&gb:h: P%f_‘) F‘.‘.";id"‘m!.f

jne the law of Moses, foundefl & die- | before: them and tried for sggh ja- | bistory _“m...-,._. "on their

cordant and _uspropitious § feelisg | fractien of the law as was traed |relxn we See thew, on tRCL JCCE

amounk that people. to be jound in bis uttérances, dnd was | proved Chris u:h“f - onsl
Respecting the religious us. of | given over to tie populace w r themselves sach, immediately dragged

®

put:
aomm of His followers, agd were
pe

fe et infenty 1b His Wrath brougnt

them by ail |

the festival

bis aocestors

after schism

l; upon them the judgments and csl-
| amitics fproncunced ugainst them in
. the eyent of their faitoessness, ny the
Hrophet Moses o allMheir reajistic
fnliness. How sad indeed Is the end ot
that nation and people that fght
against God.

The dawn of the second century
witnessed a church without aposties,
stripped of4nat beautiful organizi' ion
that its Founder gave It before His
departare; coanfrented witn beresy
amoug it members aud the prey of the
fierce, prejudice and persecution of the
Roman power. In the year 104 the
third persecation began under Trajan,
in which the Claristians were wantonly
exterminated. The, processes of Lhe
disintezration of the church during
this centary were accelerated hy the
persecutions set on foot nnder Adrian
in the year 119, s also by Severus in
the yesr 197, wnich ware insticvated hy
the philosophers, priests and Jews,
who incessantiy ralsed false raports
against the Christians, aod complained
to the ewperor ol their grossness,
These rulers beiog gosded on by these
parties, often agalnst their will, Issned
edicts of slaughter aguiost the Coris-
tians, whose only and sole offcnse was
that of bellef in the Lord Jesus Christ
and thelr refusal to worship the images
of the Cwars. During this century
thousands ol Lhe early Siials were
sacrificed :

UPUN THE BLOODY SANDS3

of the amphitheatre at Rome at Lhe
great feasts held there, and torn w
pieces by wild beasts lor the amuse-
ment of the popunlace of that once
barbarous city.

The <Saints were {requently given
the alternative between death aaod life,
between freedom and imprisonmeunt
by recantinz and repounciog thelir re-
ligion apnd promising Lo attach them-
selves to the Pagan views and rites ol
the Romaps, which few 1ndeea ac-
cepted, prelerring to end their lives in
faithfuloess and fidelity to the Al-
mighty in martyrdom.

The anosls of thls century describe
many ionoyations upon the ordipances
and doctrio=s of the Gospel. The
amalgamation of Pagan and Jewish
dogmas perverted the simmple anl gen
vine methods of worship establisbed
by the Savior, and propagated by the
Apostles. Sehism after schlsm bad
arisen amopg many of the dioceses
of the church, doctrinal contre-
versies were {Irequeat, requiring the
adjudicstion of the synods-and presby-.
ters of tishops, which were. not at ail
time= successful ia their deliberations.
Disputations olten arose regardiog the
introduction of pagan and Jewish rites
and ceremonies lnto . the Christian
Church, which - was sodght to be
effected, to bring i' more into con-
forsnity with pagan and Jewisn ritoals
whnich were more calculated to appeal
to, and gratify the external senses than
tue spiritual.

Occastonally bishops would arrogate
to themselves authority over others of
their dioscese snd seek to bend them
to their ideas and opinlons respecting
the observances of

CERTAIN FESTIVALS

which had been interpoizted into some
of toe churches, as the followiog .quo-
tation from Mosheim iith gectivn, 41b
chapter, 2d centary, Wwlill show:
“Yictor, Bishop of Rome, endeavored
to force the Asiatle Christians by the
pretended gutnority of his laws and
decrees jto follow tae rufes whieh were
observed by the westernchurches inltiris
poiotl. Accordingly, after baviog taken
the advice of some loreign bishop, he
wrote an imperious Jetfer to the Asiatic,
plelates co L.manding them to imitate
the example of the western Christiaus
with respect to the time of cclebrating
of Kastzr, The Asiatics
answered this lordly requisition Gy the
pen of Polyclates, Bishop of Ephesus,
who declared in Lheir pame, with great
spirit and resolunion, that they would
from the custom banded down
to them by thelr ancestors.
the thunders of
began t» roar. Yictor, exasperated
Dy the resointe answersof the Aslatjc

progounced them uoworthy of toe
patne of bis brethren, apd excludea
thean from all fellowship with the
ciurch of Rome, This exc mmunica

from communion with
churches wnose bighops ware far {rom

approviog the conduct of Vietor"

Tne words of the Prophet Isaiah,

24th chapter, Sth verse, were veriified

before tue close of tids century, 1u the)
changlag of tne ordinances, insomuch

1tes,
and errors in point of doctrione and 1is-
cipline, abgmented the causes that led
to the perversi n of the Gospel.

The opening of the taird ceptury
presented to the strugesliong Christians
diufficulties imposed by the passage of
laws Inimical to their interesti. Tre
Emperor Severus, in tae yoar 203, made
a law prohlbiting the sahjects of his
empire from conangiog the religion of
for the Christian and
Jewish faith. From Mosheim we leagn
that thislaw 1o its effects was most
disastrpus for tne Ohristlans. Itin
duced malicious magistrat:s to per-
secute unto death toe poorer sort
among the Coristians that the richer
might be intimidated to purchase am-
nesgy  and thereby becowe exempt
from similar persecutions.

The doctrines of the Charch were
undergoing s cradual change T'he
doctrines of Plato were large.y lo-
gr-flted smong the charches, which
tended to impoverizh the purity of the
Christian faith and doctrine., Scuism
occurred among the
prominent bishops and writers of the

raged, aad fhe fary of the neatagq )
was let loose npon the Christians,
which te~minated at the death of the
emperor aitera reign of three years.
In the year 249

THE SEVENTIH PERSECUTION

under Degcimus, began and is said to be
the most seyere of any tnhat had been
wuged yp to that time. The tortures
to which the early Salots were sub-
jectéd are enaugh Lo harrow the sou{
some bad their limbs broken; gowme
were cast from npper windows to theé
ground ; others were plaged upon the
rack and stretched {o deaih; old-and |
feeble women had thelr jaws beaten,
and ' their teeth brokem oul. Oaone

in an idolatrous temple was tled |by
her fest apd dragged fharongh the
streets, and dashed against the mill-
stones, and afterwards stoned to death.
Others were beheaded, some were
burned to death, others were lacerated
with iron scrapers; and hundreds were
torn to pieces witn wild beasts, upon
the arenas; while bundreds that
wandered about in  deserts - and
mountains perished by bubpger and
thirst, frost and disease, robbers and
wild animals. Such was the price the
early SBaints pald for their religion,
which was exacted and raactioned by

law.

Eusebius informs us that after the
cessation of the bloody persecution
the churches throughout the east and
elsewhere that had been divided, be-
came united again and rejoiced ex-
ceedingly at the peace and harmosy
that preu‘led. But this was not of
lnang daratign for i the year 257, under
V-ierln.tr: elghth persecgtion be-
gan, resulting in the desth of many
persons. L

[n the year 272 fhe ninth persecutian,
under Aureliam, was jnaugarated.
This was the last persecution of the
third century, and perhaps milder in
its execution than any that took place
in this century. Respecting the

DOCTRINAL ?BGIIIIAOI’

that obtained in this centu it 1s
proper to remark that rites cere=
monies were greatly multiplied. The
apirit and Jievius of the Gespel were
supplantea, by the w es and
umg of Paganismm and mystifled
by the valn phiiosophies of the schools
among the various sects. The various
theological writers, who were not a
few, amone &;Chr‘sttanl.‘:lleud in
sheir ideas and septiments to a.re-
L Semice oot "the Shenm
iples -

Some of them sasserted that in order
to secure the blessing and favor of the
mighty, and prepare themselves for
better world, it was

tisns of the foarth cewtury Lo cowmpre

Christianity of bolh periods
by uo weans depart: in this manner | damental principle of Christianity hwe-
ing faith in the Lord Jesus Clrist, 1t is
Upon this | fulr Lo presame was conerally - accept

excommubication | ed by wembers of the Churceh, whil: &

bishops, broke cowmunion with them, | distioguisned Jfrow

tion, indeed, extended no further; oor | air of pomp nud sutward Show, as to
could 1t cut off the Asiatic bishop= |eompletely divest tnem of the sanctlity
the other |and spirit that were orizinally intended
wyd enjoyed. Tue powsers of darine s,

apd others whose contl:vtions | duown thechurches of tie Coristians,
to burn all their books and, writings,
and to take from them all thelr civil
rights and imwmunities,
themm incapable ol any honors or civil
promotion.

Christians,
bishops and presbhyters,
consequences of this refusal, dellvered
up all the

and other sacred thivngs that were !n
their possession in orderto save them-
aclves !
emperor issue
all the bishops and ministers jot he
church to e threwn laeto prison.
long after this inhuman violence a
third edict was issued, ordering sll
soris of torments to be employed, asd
the most flendish punishments invet-
ed, to compel those lecarcerated 1o
repounce their faith by sacrificing lo

common members could be easily in-

Church, resultiug in increasiong divi- i .
alou!tn‘d gonfusion, In the gar 235 gé‘f;:'&'d o yg:r “mc,' a.n:ﬁi' ul,?: 1:‘;‘;,
the sixth persecytion uwoder Maximus 'ang “worst of wll the persech -

one of ahe co-emperors, and otver In-

ciuse

judge was somewhsat after the follow-
woman who refused to worship an idol | ing manmer;

'Deen a palr of scissors; iron combs,or

to | mediately pronounced. This woujd
gtultily every emotion of the heart, | be death, not lmmediate—that would.
gvery lmpulse of fheir natures, and have been too merciful—but death
: - L fo lﬁn # low and Hogerin n&er was
: ' &h t thrown inte -
58 " oareinett Lo [t e s
> 3 ug : - 4 n )
ohoh sleoaly Sud “mskGola) stretched on the rack, OF otherw
tbcft society and sough® the | tortured; lastly to be beheaded, or
seclusion of the forest and desert, the | thrown to the ; and in case ot
caves and dens of p.‘t%f.n' - ugq.w tah to be castio
&ollq ! ¢uts tra , caused by the

i letla ich
gt et .
fRirestis by

Thebuis for 90 yvears, more like & sayv-
age auimul than u retional being.

The simplici'vy of the moric of war-
ship Instituted ny the Savior,, aud ab-
served by the Apostles In the first
Ceulury was sadiy perverted, insomucn
t;:lltcnurcues and places of worsaip

ere

EMBELLISHED WITH INAGES

and other orpaments, and while there
wis s form of godlipess there wud o
conspicuous lick of the power thereof,

Respectiog the rites observed o the
administration of baptism

this solemn ordipance, untiil, bv the
the meuvsciog and formidable shouts
and declamation of the exorciat, the ¥\
had been detivered from the dominion |
of tne priace of darknes<ss and conse- J
crated to the serviee of God, Tae ori-
2in of this superstitious Ceremony may
be eastly traced, when we consldir the |
prevailing opinions of the times ™

Ine Christian doctors appiied them-
selves Lo the study of letters aud phil-
osophy, and ahandoped frequened 4
paths and wandered in the speculstive
wilds of fancy. They endvavored to
bring the dectrines of celestial wisdom
into a degree of subjeation Lo Lhe pre-
cepls of wtheirvalo philosophy. Inshort
they relied more nupoo their own wis-
dom in the juculealion of that which
Lhey termed Caristianily, tbun in the
dictatfon of the Holy "Spirit; wulch
gave evidence Lhat they had Jost the
power aad etlicacy ol their priesthood,
aud had departad from Whe precepis
and ordisances of the Lord Jesus
Charist. Itisapparent that t21s condi-
r.ufn of things was inevitahle, wheu we
cail to mind the teachings o©f the
Savior to His Apostles,that if they (the
postles and 11is Saluts) ovserved all
ings which He bad sught them, He
would be with them to the end.
Onrisuanity did oot bear Lhe game
fraits at this perfod of time u4 in the
heglnning, which was due to the f[act
that they bGad

NOT OBSERVED

those things which the Savior had
taught them; and conscquently they
were lelt to be driven about by every
wind ot doctrine. % =

Tne down of the fourth cenlary

witaessed the Coristian Church in &
peculiar coundition. It had passed
torongh many yiclesitades; 1 bad

been deprived of its apostles by an
early marityrdom, and the cruel haad
of persecation was red with the hlood
of the Saluts. Worst of all the de-
generaling Influence of Leresy had be-
come iuterwoven in the very wool of
the church. The chaoges in the 1it-#
and ordinances of the Gospel had been
gradual and insidlous. The pagho
scoliments and practices had become
S0 intertwined with the wiewsa and
faith of Christians av this time, that it
may be truly stated that Coristisuity
bad become pagunized lnstead of the
latter becoming  absorbed by  the
former.

It appears, however, that what re-
maiped of Christlanity at tuis period
was iutolerable to unbelevers in
Christ, apd that the very nawme, of
vhristian was obnoxious to the Paran
ana Jewish ear. One bistorian informs
us toat “'T'ne fundamental principles
of the Caristign doctiine were poe-
served hitherso Incorrupt and entire in
most churches, Lhough it must be eon-
[vssed that they were olten explained
und defended in & manner that discov-
eredl the greslest gooraage, and an
utter confusion of ideas ' Tpe hLis
torians of those tlmes were hardly
competent to judge of the true spirit
amd form ot Christwwalty established
¥ Jesuas, for the resson that

THE LIGHT OF THUSE TIMES
was not safficient te enabde the Chris-

hend, in & proper degree, the wide it-
lerence  that  existed. between the
Tae fun

vast gumber of the rites and” ceremn
gies observed by thiemn cowld not be
those of the

vested these ceremonies wath such aun

whose 2iin was the atter extinetion of
the Church, slarmed tue Pagaas,
whose interests were clogely gllicd 10
the pérpotustion of the ancient su
perstitions, woleh were Jeopardized

apd regder

Itis said by Moshiem, ‘‘Lhat maoy
and among them several
seeing the

RELIGIOUS BOOKS

Sol tine after this the

& new (dict ordering

Not

the hesthen Gods, In the hope thatif
the leaders of the Cuariatians could be
induced to abanden their religlion, the

tions a fourth edict was pablished
by Diocletian, instigated by Galerius,

veterale enemles of the Chrl<tian
By this edict the magistraies
were autbuarized to force dll Chnetians,
irrespectivejof rank, or sex to sacriilce
to the hea'ben gods, and were ordered
Lo empioy all sorts of tarments- in or-
der to drive them te the act of apost-

acy. s

lyu order that the reader may form a
more distionct idea of the trials apd
wmlres of the Christians of that per-
iod, I copy from an emjpent authior ns
follows: *“The trial of a Christisn
prisoner brought before a Roman

z THE MAGIATRATES

were seated vn the subsilla, one of the
daumvirs presidiog, in his white robes
bordered: with purple; his® llctor
standing behind him. Nearthe door pt
the court, to coafront the prisoner an
nis first entrance, were the usual in-
stroments of torture. There were the
heavy yoke lor the neck, of iron or pf
woot} " similar to what in China s
called the canga; the fetters; Lhe
stocks, in which hands and feet, were
lnserted at distances {ram each other
which stralned or dislocated the Joints.
There, too, were the rods with thorns
in them; the whips and thongs,cutlisg
with lron or brulsing with leaa: the
heavy clubs; the hook fof digzing into
the flesn; the ungula, sald te haye

rakés for tearing; and there was the
wheel, fringed with spikes, on which
the <culprit was stretched; and
there was tire, ready lighted.
with the wafer hissigg ana gpoanibg
ja the large cauldrons which were
placed upon It. The Christian culprit
was pow brought in, ana the sight gf
the place, wito 183 foraoiture, would be
enough to up{u.ll s stont heart, He
was asked, ““Are you a Christian?”
“Upgn the reply evel&tu!ux de-
pended. [f madc in the aflirmative he
was exhort:d, by the allegiance he
owed as a subject of the empire, tothe
gods, and 10 the divipne emperor, to
abaodoa the foollsh plea, to renounce
the folly of the Nazirenes, and to sac
rifice 1o the prescribed form to the
genins of the Cmsars. There was~

AN ALTAR FREPARED

a flame already lit, iacense burning,
riests In waiting; let them be call d
rl and a sacri : ¢, All would
then be over. The quwollld be
acquitted and evep hoodred by the ag-
thorities.

*“*If, however, the plea was obstl-
nately persisted im, sentence was lm-

{ tlans, but had
Mosaeim |
84y8: ‘'No persons were admitted to ;

318 bishops who had traveled from all

command our respect also,

years, many of them loug past the me-
ridigan of e they had been picked out

grievously for their religlin, showing

der lmperial command, 10 decide on
an

to a right declsion.*

is teroned the Nicene Crevd, which was
wverse Lo Arlanisw, us follows:

and therefore there 1s no pretense for
Lhose
Christ, or, Lo there, since He departed
from lhc world.

God,’ aml therefore Son of God in &
sense inwiich no "other su called can
be.

the worids,' and theretore nut coming
into
sulld, nlter the world was created

coming of Light, ‘very God' coming of
‘very God,’ and eonsequeptly, nol
Pheory or jauzinauon, bat
reallty God, as

as the Father.

Pagans. Al swted perigds In their @- “da s tbegoten not made,’ no
tuals  they  porfor mad baptisa, aod | rested belg, but God, throtzh a
nbeerved the %:Jl‘ll':i supper, but in- | U0 .

Father, *like unte Him in every perfec-
tion of hls Beiog.'
were made,

tion, came down ftam heaven

Ghost, of toe Virgin
made man-

compared with the saying found In
Hebrew i: 8, that Christ was the ex-

of the Father when tne Holy Ghost de-
scended upon Christ, tost
my beloved Som In whom I am well
pleased,” which saylng positively es-
tahlished the ldentity of the Son as
apart from the Father.

TIHE

in accepting (‘hllglls:utf.
ing together the Councll
been regarded by maoy In the Chris-
tinn world a4s the clrcumstance tnat
gaved Christianity from extinction,
ig thought he was the jnstrament that
esiablished it on a sure feundation, he
acting the part of an Elias, or In other
words & restorer; notbisg can be more
erroneous thao such an ldex.
he 14 entitled to the gratitude of the
Christian world for calling & balt in
the persecutious of the Christlans, it
cannot be clalmed that he added any-
thing, or brought back the power,

tles.

sldsr the career and characler of the
man. Bers apd reared a Pagauo it may
be imagined
early tralolng was anythiog but desir-
able to the mind of a Christian.
private
of the
Rome ke mordered his son Crispus, his
ne
wite Fansta Ib a steamn baib,
been married to fer twenty years, and
she wasthe mother of three sons.
crimes beoame so revoltlng that he
ohanged his residence jn consequence
of the bad odor in which he was held,
and began the bullding of another
metropolis and pamed it Coustantl-
nople in huenor ot himself,

to Clhiristiapity, and was baptiaed on

ucter of the Christianity that existed

o

| Piending |

|
of Milan, and from that time persccn-
| hou diimost vntirely ceased. With his
| 80le supremscy, wilen vecurred (o th
year 824, came the tinal strugzie be-
teeen Paganizu aod so called Chrlst)-
anity, and the trinmmph of the Iaiter
begzan to be apparcot. Altbough the
emperor wias pot haprized unthl he was
Juu = death bed, which was in th.
| year 387, he acted as 4 Chrlstian cmpe -
ror frow the st yearof Lis supreite
£y, Ao previcas Yeara by had €xerci=o
the wideat toleration towastds Conis
not wholy set ashiloe
Pagani=m. In the vesr 321, he went a
att'Y furthen, aud issued an edict cs-
tablishing
THE LORD'S DAY

as & (ayv of abstineoace from labor.

On the death of Lincinim the colle-
pian emiperor, he issued another, ¢x-
10rting all his subjocts to forsake 1'a-
canisin and worstip Christ aloud, and
frone Lhat time he conuceted himsclt
wnolly with Christianity, and cotem-
porary with these events anothey hepe-
sy sprang up walch added lurtber to
the dutraction of pure Christisnity,
namely, that of Arigniswm I'he suly-
slunce of Arlan doctrine may be under
!‘_ti_h)ﬂ loa few words: *“Iv s that the
second Person in the Holy Trinlty 18 |
not God {1 the ssine sense a8 the First,
Orin uny trae sense, becanse he is not
clernal, and there was thercfore » time
when bhe did ot exist.*’

It xppears upan the cessation of per-

suveutivn, schism aud division  |u
Clreased I the cliurch. (Y netan
Lire, who assamed 1o De the secu
lar head ol the church, uwlthough

not yet baptized, seelng the differvince
ol .:Qiniun that existed swong profess-

lug Christlaus o l’l"tpctl ta the true |
Blatus of the Savior, und not fecling l
competent blmselt o sdajudicate and |
recuncile these differences, decided on |
assembliog an  hiwmease Counell of

Bishops from every par’ of the world, |
snd euusted to thewn the final deeis - |
ton of the question. This assuwmbly
met lo the year 325 at Nice, not lug
from the Imperial residence, and Uhe
new City which Constauline was thea
bulidiug on the opposite shore of the
Bosphoras, and which still retalos s
name. At this councll there assembled

puris ol
pense.

the world at the public ex-

“‘Suci AN ASSEMDLY,"

writes J, Il. Blunt, author of a work
upoo earlyChristiannty, " when we comg
rationally to couslder 1ts composition,
must have b en ooe W commund the
respect of tne age, and one which may
Thoso
who composcd It were men of mature

Of the DEst edUCAlCy Ciss smong thelr
fellow couulrywen sl howe, as LRvVing
the knowledge, jJudgment, and good-
ness which titted them for the office of
bishop. Many of them had suffered

oy their malmed bodies, as they sat in
toe council, how real those sufferings
had been. Toey now tBet tOgelaer utl-

lwportanat public guestion, aod
must bave felt the respoosibiity ol
tueir otlice. They belleved that God's
guidance was witnh thewn to lead thew

_ Taeir deliberations resulted in what

.

nere I8 ‘owe Lord Jesos Cnorlst,”

who have said, Lo, here s

“He 18 "the only begotten Som of |

**Begotien of His Father betore all

CXistenice, as the Goostics had

lieis G, coming *of God, Light*

in
in actual
the Father by Whon
He is e gotten |3 God, as truly 1ivine

Daring this cenlury Lhe most foollsh
and atravavapt notions and practices
Sprang up, as I s¢ n from the fre-
quenl pligrimppee wdde to Palestioe,
and visits to the towmbs of martyrs. It

svemcd as 11 tue

IO ATROUS PHACTIVEN

Of the I'spans, \\‘ o worshipped their
Idels an | mewes, bad bhoet transferred
POt el bwos, the latier rendering
oomhintidar hotage W0 these o hodls
W h."' s thiey deemod suerned Monasti
Orders were edtablisbed, napd moonks

begnn e ownle of all K= of 1 lice,

II.'iuHIu'-I Lo possoss groal sanctity, and

DY Workipg upon the eradulity of the
Mmasses, atnas=vd wealth and (oNLenco
Ll v o polie lon
I Respodting the vivlosinsticn]l  order
of vhe Coarch, [ Pl R th re-
mark tha! Cous'antine sesgyed o
regulate it gibantrodnoed mnny now
orders. He created a vew B pl=copats
tn Ceonstaontinople, am! placed gpon s
incumbent all the bouwars, Aulits, priy

Heges and orpaments Luatl werd ;
Joved by the Kovman Pootif, inonder to
Taise up s rival In the new CILY, Rguinst
the Sev of Kome, ap 1 to glve prestige
o the undertaking of waking soother
l‘ur.lal ol the empir

hree proeflates bud oxisted previous
to that ol the one extaniished at Coa-
siuntinole, namely, those of Rome, Aus-
Lioch held &

andg. Alexandria i ITET

| degree of pre-eminencs over the rost
[ ol the Kplscopal arders, nmd of theso
three, Itame was Leld frst 1o rank.

Tov Bisbiop of Rome surpassey all
bis Drethren o the minguldcence and
splendor of the charch over which be
presided, o the ricnes of hig reveosues
Al0d possession=; 10 tae number aud

viariety of bhils waiulsters: 1n Uis ceredit
With the people, and Jo hig gnmptuous
manner of hviog Tnese duzziing
marks of humaun power, —thesé neetn-
g proots of Uue greatuess aod follvis
Ly, had puch & mighty ulluencse upouy
Luvtninds of Lthe muititude, thad the

SEE OF KoMK

hecsma!in Lthis century, a most seduc-

lng object of sacordotal smbition,
Gresl emulation had existed among
the bishops [or meoy yoars, ler pre-
vilg ey, ovoer each other, toe Bishop
of Kome lvading the way, gaining o=
Mueuce und power over all olhers, un
Ll at length, Boulface the Third, Blab«
op of Rome, hocwme e sole bishop,
ar pope of the church, In the year (i,
#1 the jostance of Poocus, the tyrauot,
at which period 1t ey safely bo statod,
thal the spostacy ol the Church upou
the eastera beunspliere Decame €om-
plete,

Cotemporary with the process of thy
apostacy of the Church opon the east-

ern homlsphere a similar resull was

reached upon the wes vro heminphere
lo the spostacy aad decay of ihe
Church of Christ smong the Nephites,
Drouvegnt shoul by & Ligln of clrcum-
stances, described In the Book © of
Mormon, It geems anif by an laevit-

able fatality, coupled with & Biriking
colucldence lo both cases, thal &8 the
life of these churctes wenl out, so did
the
natioos, nearly simultancousty go vut,
as witnessed in th )
wpce mighty empire ol Kome;
record I stalned by deeds of unparsl-
leled atrocity, amd Lthe extinction of the

life and existence of two grost

dissolutlon of Lhe
WhoNe

Nuphite nation, of Ameriea, thre

fourths of 8 contury previoas, brought
ubout by

INTERNEUCINE WAN,

superinduced by a departure from the
laws of God,

All of this Is another atriking vvl-
Ivnce of the certainty of the retribu-

tive band of God; und that thal sution
and people who Neut agninst [Tim shall
suraly
spectacie now dopletd In the apostacy
of these Churehes, Is presented
candid and reflocting
and forlorn mus<t have neen the ¢

be brought Lo naugnt e
to the
How sud
vl =

mat ram

mind

tion of our race wlin, sbut
Lhe wonice of prophet=, and i prived of
Wroe religlon, were ddeft to wander in
dount and darkoess, antil the fuloess
of the Geotiles came in, an ' the dige
pen=ution of fulness of tines
broueht back the Gospel, lopg lost to
mankipd,

(RTE

AT
“Being of one suhstance with the

By whom all thiggs
“Who for us peo aad for our salva-

‘“And was lucarnate; by the Huoly

Mary, and was

And was crucifled,* elc., ele.
A (ittle reflection will show that the

that baptism wes aamindstered to in- the remainioe [orms ;

fapts by aprinkliog, sad ODSOF= :’Ea ;mmpr..::ei;;:uofm t"?sr :’:3121 Nicene Creed is aboul as absard as the

were introduced I eounection there-{inrougbout the ewpire, the sizns of | Atlsn doctiine

with. whieh [vecame dally more npp'.:sn'nl.. The Nicene Creed while, laboring to
Eudless and nonsensicul Under these apprehemsions of tpe | e8tablish the fdentity of the Savior,
. CONTROVERSIES downfail of tbeir craft, tuey assidu-]distorts m:.a-ﬂurl.s, by declaring that

: SR ously nddressed themselves to Diocle. | be was (3! ‘one suBstance with the

has arisen respecting the divinity]tiap, the ehief the three emperogs, bo Fatber' BSuch a pfogosluon, belng

and identity of the person of the]eogage i@ & persecotlon against Lhe unteonabile, shows the light that reflected

Savlor, resulting io the rise of various | Obristlsns, Accordingly, in the year [1tsell apon the minds of this famous

sects known s« the Nazarenes, Eblon- | 303, the emperor issued avjediet v pull counci! to be gadly deficlent, when|

ress image of the person of God. This
den 18 strenethened by the declaration

“This 1is

PFPART THAT CONBTANTINE IER-
FORMED

and 1n call-
of Nl e has

It

While

ority and Iunstre that characterized
Jaristianity in the days of the Apos-

This 1s very evident when we con-

with certainty that his

Hls
ife jwas taioted with crimes
pepest dye. While tiviog in

hew Licinius, and suffocated his
He had

His

After Lthese events he
BECAME A CONVERT

his deathbed: Inview of these thimgs
how inconsistent it appears to imagine
that God would employ & man whose
nands had been imbued ia the blood ol
his own relations, 1o build up or revi-
vify His charch, or take any cognizance
ol the acts of such a man whom He
never had appoliated to actas His vice
gerent upon the earth. Constrotine’s
actsa were simply gratoltous and of
no effect, 50 far at least as makinga re-
"2" Bnu Christianity I1s com-
evrned. ur sectarian friends are
therefore welcome 10 all the consgola-
tion that they may derive from Lhe acts
of Constaotipe by tbe way of givin
Christianity an Impetos t sent
through the ages, as they claim, to the
present time. .

It will be well to now note the char-

at the time we are now cabsidering,
nd the conditfon of the Church then,
asitin a state of perfect purfty, or
was it in & state of apostacy and de-
c’:ﬂ Dlﬁ iL possess ttiou c:ﬂcc.; l-“l(:
*he pecullar organ:zatign placed im
b tg: Bavlnr.:‘n.a were the gifts and
hlesslngs enjoved as In former times?
Thne volce of history answers po! The
E‘hctl;c.n bad long since been deprived

GUIDING INFLUENCE

uf the apostles, whose volces had been
hushed by the hands of wviolence.
Those who presumed 10 be the teachers
ol Christianity at this period, and all
through this centary, were distracted
b A ordipances of the
uﬂbun in many . re-
und the power that acer mpan -
'pl'éllﬂtl'!l (‘-hutch‘hm depart-
o
Kl
used was 8k ol
the Church which burhon denuded of
its saving and beautilul babillments,
; of the church wa
Coi tine jolned had & form of -
liness, but :

and as lom lt::::r(:;i

and d
Gospel
pects,

8
jed the

re
8) ot the ‘"Fou ntury;" speakio
s imess “an ettt
uud_ for true g

-

of Hauven's Collegaa

One

d&s

WANTED—A man to take an odlee

and represcal a manufacturer; 9 per
der week ;s simall capliial rigulred
dress, with stamp, Manufacicrer, Hox

Ad

0, West Acton, Mass, sup

Short Hand and Type Writing

SITUATIONS

pay both young men and Indies moch bettar
enlavies than most Commercial posillons,
and the demand is gréeater. Mlll‘i-ﬂla chan
Lie Atted for oMice short=-hand positions

IN° THREE MONTHS' TIME

by Haven's syvsiem,. No previoas knowledge
f evther art 1eguired Collegas open all
the yoar., *lddenis can enter any time, sl
tilbon being Individaal, Saperior facilities
for procuring situstions, for which aid wa
make no charge. Callege pamphlots with
full set sell tleaching lessons  in ellher
art soent to any address for 10cis. ; both arts,
0 et Noslamps accepled, Address eilher

New WNork, (i, A
Phitadelphia, e Chicago, 1L ; Ciscinnatl,

L Ban Francisra, (s, sup
W ANTED.
GOOD NEW MiLOCH COW,
Apply Lo JUHN W, PITTS,

ook and & hall Boulh of 1, & K, 3,

Round lHounse, Sail Lake City. d&s

OVERLAND HOUSE,

Main Streef, S, L. Cliy.

14 Years L'lld;'l" (;le Management.

AMERICAN or KUROPEAN PLAN.

§$1.00 Lo §1.00 per Day. =ingle Meals 230,
W, A I'ITT, Proprietor,

HONG HOP,
CHINESK AND JAPANESK BAZAN.

A lLarge Stock of Tmported Fancy Goods
recelves weokly invoices of new gooids  AH
kinds of dapaneso Scroens and Banners aiso
Ladion' 8ilk Wrappers and Gouls' Smoking
Jackets, Cluness Whter Lalles, Japancse
Beal and DBamboeo Cartaina, and expensive
Conma Ware, All kinds of Canton Crepe and
Shawls,and Fancy Kmbrotdered Chineso Silk
Hundkerchiefs,

& 267 Bouth Main Streat, Salt Lake City,

d

 REMOVAL!
WRS. OR. E. B. FERGUSON

ge to announce that she has REMOVED
from her former rosldence on Soulh
Temple Streel, lo her new house

121 1B STERERRNT,

where she will be pleased to have her
friends and all who may need her Pro-
fossional Services call apon her.

e

&ar Telepheone 51, >

PIONEER

PHTENT ROLLER MILL GO,

Mill; No. 58 North Temple Birees
Kast. Uffice: 21 South Tempile
Ntrect, West.,

BRANDSA:

MIGH PATENY,
BAKER'S Neo, 1,
SUPERFINE WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR.

BIGHEST GASH PRICE PAID FOR WHEAT..
Mill Telephone I:‘.’_l‘r.;..’. Oftice Telephome
ELIAS MORRIS, Sapt

CEO.M. & JONN M. CANNON

HAYE OFENED A

REALESTATE, LOAN

Collection Agenoy,

No. 39 MAIN STREET,

' Mumnmuz.o.g. L
Lands for Sale,
Houses for Rent,
- Money td':'(hn

»

L)




