
EVENING NEWS. upon them tbe judgments and cal-a- n

ities Ipronounced against them in
the event of their faitatesness, by the
Prophet Moses In alrtnHr realistic

Thebais for 90 years, more like a sav-
age animal thau a rational being.The simplici' v of the mode of wor-
ship instituted o? the Savior, and ob-
served by the Anostle In the first

peoples cotemporary with the Jews, it
will be safe to state that all were
heathen or pagan, without any faith In
Moses and the prophets, and were
practising tb various forms of taeir
respective mythologies; and few were
in a condition to comprehend and D-
eceive the sublime doc.nne taught by
Tesns. The pagan world was tossed

"
8TONKD HIM TO DEATH.

The various sects then existing, al-

though differing with each other in tbe
tenets of their faith and practice, unit-
ed in their denunciations against the
doctrines of Christianity; and while
the Greeks, Romans, and other nation-
alities embraced the empire,. . 1 . . . in. . . . i . -

were'

fui. ness. How sad in.leed Is the end oftlnrdj,

away to execution, unless they pre-
vented punishment by apostacy; under
another, we see inhuman magistrates
endeavoring to compel them bv all
sorts oMortures.jto renounce their re-
ligious profession."
"Those who were of the lowest rank
of the people, escaped the best; their
obscurity in some measure, screeaed

November 26. 1S7. that nation aud people that tight
against. u-.u-

lhe dawn of the second centurv
wltuessed a church without apostles,

f of Milan, and from that lime rro(ii-- I
liou almost entirely ceased. With his
sole supremacy, wtiici occurred In the
year B'4. came the final struggle bc-- itvveeu Paganism and so called Cbrlstl-'- ,
aaity, aud tbe triumph ol th' latter
began to be apparent. Although the
emperor was not baptized until he was
ou hin death bed, which was In lhe
year ;t:r7, he acted as a Christian empe-
ror from the first year of his suprema-
cy. In previous j ests he had exercised
the wid-.'s- toleration towards Cans
Mans, but had not wholly set aside
Pagauism. in tbe year 321, he went a
step further, aud issued au edict

LECTURE
them from the fury of persecution strippea oi'tna: oeautnui organizvlou

century was sadly perverted, insomuch
that cburchee and places of worshipwere

E.MIIELLISHF.D WITH IMAGES
and other ornaments, and while therewas a f irm of godliness there was a
conspicuous 1 ick of the power thereof.

the rites observed In the
administration of baptism Mosheim

The learned and eloquent, the doctors that its Founder give It ; before HisOn aad ministers, and cnictly the rich for departure; confronted with heresythe confiscation of whose fortunes the
"The Establishment and Abol-
ishment of the Primitive

Church."
among us memoers aaa the prey of tbe

rapaelous magistrates were nernctu

During this centurv the n. 1 foolish
and xlravavant notions and practices
sprang up, as is se n from the fre-
quent pligr.mxgii made to Palestine,
and visits to i he tombs of mart) ra. It
seemed as if the

IDOLATROUS practices
of tbe Pagans, wf.o worshipped their
Idals and images, had been transferredto the Christians, the latter tenderinga similar homage lb these o Ji cts
whlc i they deemed sacred. Monastic
orders were established, and monks
began the sale of al: kinds of relics,claimed to possess great sanctity, and
bv working upon the enduiitv of the
tnavses, auias-e- d wealth and influence
in the name ol religion.K. spelling the ecclcKlamlcal orderof lhe Cuurch, It will in- proper to re-
mark that Couatantine essayed to
regulate it, and introduced many n, vv

orders. lie created a m-- Knlscopato
In Constantinople, and placed upon Its
incumbent all tne hou rs, rKlits, priv

ally gaping, were the.persons most ex
nerce, prejudice and persecution of the
Roman power. In the year 104 the
third persecution began under Trajan,

"oi. oeuevers in euner uu'aaism, or
Christianity, they nevertheless enter-
tained ideas imbibed from the my thoio-gie- s

to which they. belonged, taat were:
in deadly opposition to "he spirit and
teachings of the Apostles. But there
was one happy feature in the economy
of the Roman government, that for a
short period after the Ascension, se. ved
to check the growing antipathy againstthe early Salnto. It was an establisned
custom in that government, that in all
the cosquests taat were made, the con-uuei- ed

were allowed to retain their

poseu to tne aaugers oi tne times."

to and fro witn the erratic, vagaries of
Its philosophers, and absurdities of
the grossest kind were entertained re-

specting the genii that presided over
the destinies of the multitudinous
affairs of their superstitions life. ,

From the foregoing portrayal of the
civil and religious world then existing,
tbe outlook at the advent of the Sa-
vior, was anything but promising for a
universal acceptance of ttu doctrines
of Christianity. Toe Savior began His
ministry when about :i0 years of age,
by quietly discassin the object of His

Not only was the infant church ex in wnica the Christians were wantonlyex term mated. lhe processes of the
disintegration of the church during

posed to all tbe
TERRORS OF

The following lecture was recently
delivered by Elder James A. Leishman,
in the Logan Temple :

The subject now before as, being one
ol sacb vast importaace to tbe human

PERSECUTION, this century were accelerated by th
persecutions set on foot under Adrian

sajs: -- no persons were admitted tothis solemn ordinance, until, by thethe meuacing aud formidable shoutsand declamation of the exorcist, tbeyhad been delivered from the doasiutou
Of tne prince of darkuess and conse-
crated to the service of God. Tae ori-
gin of this superstitious ceremony maybe easily traced, wheu we consider the
prevailing opinions of the times."Tne Christian doctors applied them-
selves to the study of letters ami ulill- -

in the year 119, as also by Severus in
but there were other agencies at work
sapping its life add vitality, found in
the Invasions that false teachers made

THE I. S PAY

as a day of abstinence from labor.
On trie death of Llflclaim tbe colle-

gian emperor, he issued another, ex-

horting all his subjects" to forsake ui

aud worship Christ alone, and
from that time he connected himself
wnolly with Christianity, and co tem-
porary with these events another here- -

family, and especially to the Elders o feculiar form of worship, and to
customs and usages, both

with respect to their religious aod civil
intneranksof its members, notwith-
standing the expostnlations of the

theCtmrcbot Jesus Christ or Latt;r-da- y

Saints, woo are called in these
mission, and gradually introducing-amon-

the Jews ttiose sublime truths
pertaining to tae plan of redemption, apostles and the elders. It is. true thatdays to preach tbe ti el in Us ful affairs, being ruled over'by those ap as the members of the church wereness, has induced mo to undertake ileges and ornaments thai w re en- -

the year 19i, waich Were instigated by
the philosophers, priests and Jews,
who Incessantly raised false reports
against the Christians, and complainedto the emperor of their grossuess.
These rulers beiug goaded on by thtse
parties, of ten against their will, issued
edicts of slaughter against the'Ooris-tiau- s,

whose only and sole offense was
that of belief in the Lord Jesus Christ
and their refusal to'worship the images

osopny, and abandoned frequentedfound adhering to false doctriue theytask of bo small proportions, that of i sy spiany uu wuicu auuvii niaucr 10 ,,v . ,,,, .llltr. nilr.Wl,.l heia-- a:i-.- wsaucrfd in tne speculative detraction of pure Christianity, r, ., , ...n ..i..were dealt with according to the dis-
cipline of the churcn, and where found Wllfts of lancv. Thv en.t.-vnn- totracing front tbe history of the past,

tbe establishment of tae Christian
Church and its subsequent decadence

namu
staacbriug thp doctrines of celestial wisdom

into a degree of subleation to the ura- - In a few word.. -- I, i tl.st .h,. ' wu,.c.uu.u,r,"ll. ""stoodanil ah shmeut. 1 do not do this,
or st mate were excommunicated, and
so long as the apostles and elders were
permitted to-tlv- e, the church was kept

pointee, oy tae uoman senate.
This custom, t) some extent, re-

strained the hostility that aros,e againsttbe early Saints; out, as will be .shown
hereafter, even that toleration which
existed iuthe government and among
the various sects and schools ceased
to exist, when it was f ound that the
teachings of the Christians came di-

rectly in csntact with the pernicious
practices of Jew, Gentile and Pagan.

capiiai ot the empirecepts of their vain philosophy. In shorthoweverf without a full recognition of
of the Caspars. During this centurv kuey reueu more upon tbelr own wis I hree prclau s had exIcU'd previousto that ot the one entaollshrd at Con- -the fact tbat many of the Eiders of tbe riu oi iauatess an a un wortay members

taat lie was the Son oi uoa.ine prom-
ised Sniloh; thrusting upon tnelr no-
tice many sayings of the prophets in
which thev ctiimed to believe, which
spoke of Him, and upon one occasion
telling them to search the Scriptures,
for in them they thought tbey bad
eternal life, and these were they that
testified of Him.

Tilt KKXKiX PRECEPTS
which He inculcated, suca as return-
ing good foa.vil(to love their euemies,
to pray for those who despltef ully used
them, wnen smitten on tne one cheek
to turn, the other, if asked for their

thousands of the early Saints were iiom in tae inculcation of that whichShortly after the martyrdom of the
Apostles Peter ami Paul, the notorious sacrificed ' taey termed (;nn.sti:iniiv. thn in thChurch have written open this subject,

who have elucidated many events and
incidents connected with It, aud iu this
connection I do not wish nor hope to

stautlnole, namely, l hose of Kome, An-tlo- ch

and Alexandria. These held a
degree of pre-rmine-

nc over the ret
jot the I ... ,i ordi rs. and of these

.Nero men oy his own haad, aad others UPON THB BLOODY SANDS dictation of The Holy Spirit; which
gave tvidencf that they had iot thesucceeded him. Who bore no l6ve to of the amphitheatre at Rome at the power aud efficacy of theirtranscend the efforts that have been tne unoffending Christian. Violence auo nai departed Iroru the precepdsagainst tie latter was a daily occur

Necond Person in the Holy Trinity is
not God i i th same sense as the First,or in any true sense, because he is not
eternal, aud there was therefore a time
Wheu be did not exist."

It appears upon the cessation of per-
secution, schism aud division in
creased iu the church. ( nKtan-liK- e,

who assumed to be the becular head of tbe church, althoughnot yet baptized, selug the diffen nce
of opinion that existed among profess-
ing Christlaus in respect to the true
status of the Savior, and nut feeling
competent blmselt to adjudicate and

pat forth; cor to eclipse tbe lixht that three, li imc was held first In rank.
Tue Bishop of Uome surpass all

his brethren iu the maif nlncciice and
great leasts neld there, and torn to
pieces by wild beasts for tbe atnase-meu- t

of the populace of that once
uu oruinances of the Lord Jesusrence. The otuer apostles were, withbas Open thrown up.tn tnis

subject. To an intelligent mind

it will be remembered that those who
became proselytes to the Christian
faith, formerly belonged to the various
phases of Judaism aud Paganism, as
also some wao belonged to the various
schools of philosophy, the la ter class
of Individuals answering to that class
that are now termed atheists. It is

jurist, it is apparent that tSls coudi
barbarous city. noii oi mings was inevitable.- when wesoon put to death in various parts ofcoat they were to givetheir also; splendor of the church over which he

j presided, In thn rlcnes of his revenuesThe Saints were frequently given call to mind the teachings of the
there Is no subject of more

VITAL I XT KliKST,
the empire.were regarded by a people who had

been accustomed to exact an eye for the alternative between death and life, Savior to His Apostles, that if they (thetor ready reference we annex the
rved allan eye aud a tooth for a tooth, as in following form of the death and mar between freedom and ImpnsonmeutApostles and His Saints) obse

by recanting and renouncing their which He iiad taughtthan this, nor around which cluster so them. Hetolerable: and that He was the Son of tyrdom of all the apostles fiKion aud promising to attach them
evident that from such

A HKTEROOttNEOOS SOfRCft,.
those who ha 1 became converted

Pe,tr crucified with his head downmany senoas consequences to man-Ua- d.

urn.lv. that tbey should be in wuuiii ue wua i in to the end.God was looked upon as blasphemy. reconcile these differences, decided onselves to the Pagan views and rites ofward at, Rome about the vear tit. unsiiamiy aia not Dear the samelie coutinualiy bucouuterd tne crici- -
possession of a true, valid, and living assembling an liumeusc i ouucil of

Bishops from every par' of the world,the Romans, which few indeed ac iruiw at this period of time as in tfuJames oe headed at Jerusalem' byci..rus of the learned and the Ktobrs to the Gospel, were' more or less iin oegmnlDg, which was due to the fictamong the Jews, vr o felt that tba auo euurusied to the in tne nnai OeClsoruer oi nrou aoout the year 44 cepted, preferring to end their lives in
laithfulness and fidelity to the Al-

mighty in martyrdom.
Mark was dragged to death ia theteachings of the Savior, if accepted, ion of the question This assemblystreets of Alexandria. . met in the year .1.'. at Nice, not farwould supplant Judaism in au. its The anaals of this centurv describeLuke was hanged on an olive tree informs, and work a revolution In the

many innovations upon the ordinancestireece about the year 90.moral, civil and religious world.
Christ openly denounced the hypocrisy

irom iao imperial residence, and tne
new city which Consiauiine was then
butidmg on the opposite ttbore of the
Bospborns, and which still retains his

James tne lesser was thrown from a and doctrines of the Gospel. Tne
amalgamation of Pagan and Jewish
dogmas perverted the simple and gen

of the Jsws, and dissected with uner pinnacle of tbe Temple and beaten to
ring precision the absurd uoiicns en name. At this council there assembled
tertained by them respecting the in

death with apillard.
Pdillipt was scourged and crucified

about tbe year 62
318 Oishops who had traveled from aluiue methods of worsnip estamisneo

by the Savior, and propagated by the parts ol the world at the public cx
Apostles. schism alter schism hadAadrew was bound to a cross and

adequacy of their system and the pue-
rility of their claim to the recognitionof the Almighty.

bued with the errors of those systemsto which they-wer- e formerly attached,
and it appears that many of such, 'after
becoming members of thw Church, id
consequence of the oppos'tion raised
against them, and the darkness that
prevailett, gave way to the current of
error existing, and lost, to a zreat ex
tent, the spirit of the Gospel, and
lapsed ioto t iose vitsws and errors,taat taey previously had given promiseto abandon. And thus we read of
those times, that heresies were intro-
duce! among the churches, requiringall the expostulation in the power of
the apostles to counteract.

In consequence of the wide-sprea- d

departure, and tae intolerance that
suddenly sprung up against the Saints,the apostles spoke In prophetic lan-
guage at the falling away that was

penee.
"such an assembly,"preached till he died. arisen among many oi tne dioceses

Of the church, doctrinal contro-
versies were frequent, requiring tbeJoud tbe Batist,who was taa lieialil lhemas wa-- s run through with a

lance on the coast of Coraraahail in the writes J. II. Ulunt, author of a workand forerunner of Jesus, bad previousl-
y announce.! the appearance of the adjudication of the synods end presbyLast Indies. upon earlyUhnstlanity," when we con.e

ters of bis'iops, which were, not at all rationally to cousider its composition,juae was saot to death with an .ar

mat tuey nad
NOT OnSKRVEI)

those things which the Savior had
taught them; and consequently theywere left to be driven about by everywind ot doctrine.

The dawu of the fourth centurywitnessed the Cbristian Church In a
peculiar condition. It had passed
tnrough many vicifsitades; it had
been deprived of Us apostles by an
early martyrdom, and the cruel haed
of persecution was rod with the blood
of the Saints. Worst of all the de-
generating influence of heresy had be-
come interwoven Iu the very wooflof
the church. The changes in the nt w

aud ordinances of the Gospel had been
gradual aud insidious. The pagansentiments and practices had becomeso intertwined with the views and
faith of Christians at this time, that it
may be truly stated that Christianityhad become paganized instead of the
latter becoming absorbed by .theformer.

It appear, howevdr, that what re-
mained of Christianity at this periodwas intolerable to unbelievers In

time? successful ia their deliberations. must have D en one to command therow about the year 72
Barthoiomew was flayed alive Disputations olten arose regarding the respect of tae age, and one which may

command our nsprct also. Those

savior. Jonn was an imp rtant factor
la the introduction of Christianity, for
it appears by the record that Christ
was baptized by him, which event
notably establishes the fac: that Jesus
practiced the doctrines He taurht by

introduction of pagan and Jewish ritesSimon was crucified in Persia about
who composed it were men of maturethe year 74.

Ma the w was slain with a halberd
m Madabas about the year CO.

years, many of them long past the me
and ceremonies into the Christian
Church, which was sought to be
effected, to bring It more iuto con-

formity with pagan aad Jewish rituals

and possessions) in the number and
variety of his ministers; Hi his credit
with the people, and J it his sumptuousmanner of living Tm-s- dazzling
marks of human power, then seem-
ing proofs of ti ue greatness and felici-
ty, had such a mighty influence upoiituoinlnds ot tbe multitude, tbat ths

SEE OK HOME

hecamcin this century, a most seduc-
ing object of saceidotal ambition.

Great emulation had existed m
tbe bishops for many yiars, tor pre-
eminence, over each other, the Bishopof Koine leading the way, gaining In-
fluence and powr over all others, un-
til at length, Boniface the Third, Bish-
op of Home, became the sole itlshop,or pope ot the church. In the year i,at the Instance id Ptiocas, lhe tyrant,at which period It ma safely be slated,that the apostacy of the Church upouthe eastern hemisphere became com-
plete.

(temporary with the process of the
apostacy of the Church upoD the east-
ern hemisphere a similar result was
reached upon the we hemisphereIn tbe apostacy ami decay of the
Church of Christ among the Ncphttcs.
brought about hy a train ol circum-
stances, described In the Book of
Mormon. It seems as If by an Inevit-
able fatality, coupled with a Strikingcoincidence tu both cases, that is tbe
life of these churches went out, so did
the life and existence of two great
nations, nearly simultaneously go out,as w.tuessed iu the dissolution of the
ouce mighty empire ol Koine; whose
record Is stained by deeds of unparal-leled atrocity, aud the extinction of the
Nephlte nation, of America, three-fourt- hs

of a century previous, broughtabout by
INTERN K( INK WAR,

superinduced by a departure from tbe
laws of God.

All of this-i- another striking evi-
dence of the certainty of the retribu-
tive hand of God; aud that that Ballon
and people who against Him shall
surely be brought to ns unfit. The

ridian of lite ; they had been picked outsubscribing to the same condition that
He asked others to comply with. In ol the best educates oass among tbelr

feUow couutryuien at home, as havingwmcb were more calculated to appealorder to be saved.
It may be stated in this connection,

rduion. :

When It- - Is taken Into account that
mah Is a moral, intelligent and respon
slble beins?, and that bis whole organ-
ism is adapted to and reachers after
the supernatural and divine life, with
eternal felicity ; it is obvious that tbe
method employed to attain these
things, should" be of such a character
as will euable him to obtain them, ft
appears reasonable that aa end so de-

sirable a eternal felicity, should be
predicated upon certilu unalterable
conditions, Inasmuch as the desire of
the human heart bas been presumably
tbe same in all ages. The physical,
mental; spiritual, aud intellectual ca-

pacities of the race are susceptible of
tbe same impressions, the same ad-

vancement, the same progression and
elevation towards the spiritual an ! dl
vine life; notwithstanding the counter
fact, that maukind have not made tbe
same advancement In some periods
that they have in others. Tbis has not
been due to their wast of susceptioili
ty in that direction, but ratber to the
perversity.ot their nature, based upon
the free agency which is inntte in all
mankind. From these deductions it Is
evident that the one thing so greatiy to
be desired, namely,

K1KKXAI. LIKB,

would be predicated upon the same
conditions, which operate inexorably
througa at the ages of mankiBd Toat
the attainment of the same blessiug so
devoutly wished for, can only be
achieved by one invariable method,
appears reasonable and consistent
From the best authority to be fouud.
wfeich is the sacred wrltlogs of haly
and inspired men Who have written
and spoken in tbe different ages of tae
world, and whose words live and ap
ptar like living fire up n the pages of
history, the truth of whic'i is attested
by their own weight, inform us that
Q.)d created the heavens and the earth,

to, and gratify the external senses than
tbe spiritual.that the otiliial career and ministryof the Savior began after the date of

portenoea iu the introduction amongthe churches of false doctrines and
pagan idetrs. Tnat taey deplored tae
sigas of th times many of them de-
clared in unmistakable terms, as is
recorded in 2 Thessa , 2 chap., 7ta v.
"Forthe mystery of the iniquity doth
already work;" or in other. words the
premonitions of apostacy were be

Occasionally bishops would arrogate

tne Knowledge, judgment, aud good-
ness which fitted them for the office of
bishop. Many of them had suffered
grievously for tneir relll m, 'showing
by their maimed bodies, as thev sat in

His baptism, and the out-oouri- of
the Holy Spirit upon Him iramediatelv

to themselves authority over others of
their dioscese and seek to bend them
to their ideas and opinions respecting
the observances ofatterwards; lie slowly gathered around

Hun lau.biul followers, who believed
tue council, how real those sufferings
had been. They now met togetur un-
der Imperial oommaud, to decide on
an important public question, and

coming more and more apparent iain His Divinity an ! ministry, and even-
tually He chose CKRTAIN FESTIVALSmauy Of tne churches. Wnen these

things are taken into account in con-
nection with the persecution that arose must have felt the responsibility otwhich had been interpolated into some' TWKLVK APOSTLK9, of the churches, as the following quoairain-- t the church, commencing with their office. They believed that God's

guidance was witn them to lead them
to a right decision."

tation from Mosheim 11th section, 4thand organized His Church with every
chapter. 2d century, will snowthe inf uinou act of Nero,

THE MONSTER IN HUMAN FORM,

having become stained with everv vice
iheir deliberations resulted in whatictor, liishopof Rome, enaeavored

necessary functionary to carry on the
work of evangelization uoou t'ie earth,
and the uuidcation of His disciples: is termtd the Nicene Creed, which wasto force the Asiatic Christians by the

averse to ArlauUui, as follows:pretended authority ol bis laws andcarefully teaching the apostles and and atrocity kuown to man,had arrived 'There Is 'one Lord Jesus Christ,'

Barnabas was stoned by the Jews
about the year 73. ,

Paul was beheaded by Nero in Rome
in the year 66.

John the Re vela tor it is said was cast
into a cauldron of boiling oil, but es-
caped unhurt, and was afterwards ban-
ished to the Isle of Patmos, In the
Eagean Sea by the Emperor Domitian,
in the j year 96, This Emperor in-

augurated the two persecutions in 93.

IN THE INTERIM

between tbe death of Peter and the
banishment of John etnpsed 3Q years,
during which many innovations were
made by the various forces at work to
dttoriate the purity and correctness
of the doctrines of tne Gospel.

Prominent among them was the sect
of Gnos ics who of aJi others were
more formidable than auy for evil in
the insinuations of their false and er-
roneous doctrine. From among the
many things mentioned by historians
concernlog this sect I quote the fol-
lowing from Chap. 3 M osheim Ecc.
U'stoiy.

"The notions of this sect concerningJesus Christ were impious and extrav-
agant. For thouga they considered
Him as the Son of the Supreme God,
sent from the pleroma or habitation of
the Everlasting father, for the happi-ness ol miserable mortals, yet they
entertained unworthy ideas of His
person and offices.

decrees,to follow the rules w.ich were
observed by tbewesternchurchesinrtbis
point. Accordingly, after having taken

and therefore there is no pretense lor
those who have said. ho. her Is

at a point oi diabolism, which was
superinduced by the animus that his
foul deeds had aroused In the minds Christ, or, Lo there, since He departedthe advice of some foreign bishop, he

wrote an imperious letter to the Asiatic from the world.
He is 'the only begotten Son ofdelates co bmandlng them to imitate

elders and other officers, the principlesof the Gospel; viz : faith, repentance,
oaptism, aud the Jayiui; ou of ds

authoritatively for the gift of
the Holy Ghost. He also taught them
the certainty of a hereafter, eter-
nal Judgment, and the resurrection
from the dead. In .short lis taught
them the Gospel in Us fulness, and
that the doctrines which lie had taught
them woold be accompanied bv a po w

God,' ami therefore Son of God In athe example of the western Christians

of tbe populace against him, and
seizing upon a frenzy of prejudice,
instigated by the resident Jews againetthe Christians, iu and around Rome, he
conceived the idea of setting the great
city on Are, and at oace spread the
alarm that the Christians were the in

With respect to the time of celebrating sense inwaich no other so called can
be.the festival of aastar, ine Asiatics

answered this lordly requisition by tbe 'Begotten ef His Father before all spectacle now depleted In the apostacyof these Churches, In presented to the
candid and reflecting mind How bad

ao' piacea man upon it ior specinc

Christ, and that the very name, of
Christian was obnoxious to te Paganana Jewish ear. One historian informs
us that "Tae fundamental principlesof the Christian doctiine were pre-
served hltherjo Incorrupt and'entiro in
most churches, though it must be con-
fessed that they were often explainedand defended iu a manner that discov-
ered the greatest iguorauce, and an
utter confusion of ideas " The his
torlans of those times were hardly
competent to Jadge of tne true-spir- it

and form of Christianity established
by Jesus, for the reason taat

THE LIGHT OF THOSE TIMES

was notqnlcient to enable tbe Chris-
tians of the foarth century to coup re
hend, in a proper degree, the wide (in-
ference that existed, between the
Christianity of both periods The fun
damental principle of Christianity ic-in- g

faith in the Lord Jesus' Christ, it is
fair to presume was generally - accepted by memraers of the Church, while a
vast number of the rites and" cereruo
nies observed by ttietn could not be
distinguisned from tho.se of the
Pagans. At stated periods In their ri-
tuals they performed Baptism, and
observed the Lord's supper, but in-
vested these ceremonies th such an
air of pomp aud outward show, as to
completely divest tneru of the sanctityand spirit that wereoii.inally intended
aud enjoyed. Tue powers of darknep,whose aim was the otter extinction of
the Cuurch, alarmed tue Pagans.

cendiaries. This foul strategy had the the worlds,' aod therefore not coming
into existence, as the Gnostics hadpen oi coiyciaies, Disuup ui npursu!,who declared in their name, with greatises. effect of distracting the attention of thelie. as placed upon his own agency sai l, alter the world was cri aU-d- .

spirit and resolution, that they would
in the.(rden ot Eden, and put under 'He l- God,' comiug 'of God, Light,'by uo means aepart in tnis manner

er taat would attest their truth aud
divinity. Tae vituperation with whicu
Carist's doctrines were received by the
masses, resulted in His crucifixion
and burial. But on the third day He

c Jililh;' ot Light, 'very l,oJ' comliii; of
i.ui iiulu wuicu was turnedwith vindictive vengeance, ajrainst the
innocent Christians, hundreds of whom
were arrested upon this truoiDed ua

from the enstom bauded down
to them by tbelr ancestors. Upon tbis
the thunders of excommunication
began to roar., Victor, exasperated

aud forlorn mut have been the condi-
tion of our race who, shut out from
the voice ot prophets, and deprived of
true religion, were deft to wander Iu
doubt and darkness, unt'l the fulness
ot i lie Gentiles came In, an I the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times
brought back the GospH, long lost to
mankind.

very God,' and eonat-qm-utly-
, not In

theory er Imagination, bat In actual
reality God, as the Father by Whom

rose again, as He had declared He eharge, and as Are was"" the alleged
crime, Are was tae punishment. Thewould.

He is tu gotten Is God, as truly Diviuebv the resoiute answers of tbe Asiaticfae disaster that befHis followers result was the burning of mauv souls as the Fattier."They denied His delty.looking upon
' bishops, broke communion with them,

pronounced them unworthy of tae ile it 'begotten not rt. nowhose tarred and pitched clothing,
prepared by the officials, lighted un the

ms.y well be imagined when tuey put
Him to death; and many doubtless
felt tnat they bad embraced a system
that expired at the death of its foun

se uu uis oretaren, anu exciuoea created being, but God, throth a
Son. opublic gardens of Rome to the amuse thfnn from all fellowship with thement or iNero, his courtiers, and the WANTI.D-- A man to take an office"Being of one substance wlui theufch of Rome. This exc mmunica- -der. But not so; for Christ, after His debased populace of Rome. This was and represent a intniifacturer; JoO perFather, "ike unto Him In every perfecresurrection, appeared to His immedi lon, indeed, extended uo iqrthei ; nor er Week : small capital r uulrrd. Ad- -could It cut off the As'atic bishop"

- a c .ou&u intent not to eat oi a certain
- tree in iffg sarUen. Upoa the violation
. of that comnandment certain results
were to follow, among which wa an
alienation from tbe presence of God,
uatil a perfect reparation could be
made, sufficient to satisfy divine Jus-- i
lice. Adam baviujr become a fallen
being, was unable to make amends for
his transgression. It then became

. necessary that a Savior be furnished
i. for him, who was competent to make a
, complete atonement for the law taat

he bad transgressed. Jesus, the Only
Begotten of the Father, was the per-
son who took upon Himself the task.

Ufence in view of tae k

" - PROMISE QF ATONKMBXT

that was to be effected in the meridian
of time, tie Gospel ol Jesus Carist,
was tbe only plau of s tlvatioa given to
mankind in the beginniug. Many re-

ceived it, believing in all good faith

tion of his Being.' liy whom all things
were made.

the tlrstot ten systematic persecutions
inaugurated by tais vile government,note of which will be made in their

ate friends an J His apostles and re-
vived and refresned themand re af dre", with stamp, Manufactcrer, Boxroin communion with the other

0, West Ac'ou, ViV sup"Who for us meu aad for our salvaburches woose bishops were Jar fromfirmed all He had previously taught proper order as we proceed. tion, came down iu beaveu.approviugthe conduct of Victor..''1thera. He tarried with them forty days
during which He imparted precious And was lucarnate; by tbe Holyine woids oi tne rropnet lsaiau,it is dui natural to suppose that a

persecution so vioient as the one Just
mentioned, resulting la tbe martvr- - Ghost, of the Virgin Mary, and was4th chapter. 5th verse, were yeritiednformatlon to them respecting the

uefore tne close of Viis centurv, in thew rk to be undertaken after His de doms of tae Apostles Peter and Paul; changing of tne ordinances, insomuchparture. As is written of Him ia Ep.4'jj chap., 811 : He had led captivity
which eveut occurred iu tbe year 66;
worked detrimentally to the cause bi that b .pttsm was administered to in

captive and gave gifts to men. Xo fants by sprinkling, and sponsorswere introduced in connectionChristianity. Doubtless the Jews and
Pagan philosophers were highly elated
at the reverses the Raman government

wbqse iaterests were closely allied to
the perp illation of the ancient mi
perstitlons, waich were Jeopardised
by the remaiuing forms Of Christian ;t
and the prospects of its spread
throughout the empire, the sigus pfwhich loecame daily more appareut.Under these apprehensions of trie
downfall of tbeif craft, tbey assidu-
ously addressed themselves to Diocle-
tian, the chief the three emperors, to
engage ia a persecution against tne
Christians. Accordingly, ia the year

had brought upon the'ehurcn. and en Eodless and nonsensical
CONTROVERSIES

Short Hand and Type Wrltlnjr

SITUATIONS
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oi. I Hie deittand li greater. HiiidcnU ca
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make no r.hnrgn. Collpre pamphlet with
(nil eel aelf learning leaaon Id allharart aent t any uddrea for 10cm ; ImiUi arta,
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couraged by this misfortune, they be-
came more embittered against the ear
ly Saiots, and more tenac ous of their
own religious views. They assiduous

has arisen respecting the divinity
and identity of tae person of the

made man.
"And was crucilled," ei.c, etc
A little reflection will show that the

Nicene Creed is about as absurd as tbe
Arlan doct.ine.

Tne Nicene Creed while, laboring to
establish tbe Identity of the Savior,
distorts Us efforts, by declaring that
he was ot "one substance with the
Father." Such a proposition, being
untenable, shows the light that reflected
itself npon tbe minds of this famous
council to be sadly deficient, when
compared with the saying found In
Hebrew!: 8, that Christ was tbe ex- -

image of the person of God. ThisfressIs strenathened by the declaration
of the Father when tae Holy Ghost de-
scended upon Christ, tnat "This Is
my beloved Son In whom t am well
pleased," which, saving positively es-

tablished tbe identity of Abe Son as
apart from the Father.

ly misrepresented the Christians to
the magistrates, aad to the government 303, the emperor issued anjedict to pull
of Rome, down tne churches of tie l;utistiaus,to burn all their books and; writings.and to take from them all their civil

rights and Immunities, and render
tneiB iacapable ot any honors or civil of llavru'a i.ih-l- New kork. M. T. :promotion. .

It is said by Moshiem, "that many Philadelphia, Pa.; l lucago. III. , ( ia. Maaati,
1 - Sun h ()a. ,,.

Christians, and among them several
bishops and presbyters, seeing the "W Ji. 3ST T JS2 ID .consequences of this refusal, delivered
up all the TER- -THE PART THAT CONSTANTINE

FORMED
GOOD NKW MiUMI COW.A Apply to JOHN W. IMTTH,

Use U'ork aud a half -, mi. of 1. A l(. O,
RELIGIOUS HOOKS

A9 BEING DISLOYAL,
and attached to one Jesus whom
Pilate had puni3hed capitally. Such
infamous insinuations gave rise to
mauy cruelties, and the, popularclamor incited the secular ar 'i of tne
government in various parts of the
empire, to punish and mnrder the
early Saints, and harrassand annoy
them in various ways, with the hope
to deplete their ranks.

The following will amplify the situa-
tion to Which we refer, taken from the
6th chap, of Hook one Moshelm's Ecc.
History: "The Jews
who lived out of Palestine,' in the
Roman provinces, did not yield to
those of Jerusalem in point of cruelty
to the iunocent disciples of Christ. We
learn from the Acts of the Apostles,and other records' of unquestion

1
li. ...... I l..n Sail Lake City. dAsand other sacred things that w- re

their possession in orderto save them
selves " borne time after this the OVERLAND HOUSE,emperor Issued a new edict ordering
all the bishops and ministers of ih
church to We thrown Into prison. Not Main Street, N. I.. City.

14 Yean Under On Management.long after this inhuman violence a
third edict was issued, ordering all
sorts of torments to be employed, aed AHKUICAN or RPKOI'KAN I'l.AN.tne raoet neoaisn punishments invent-
ed, to compel those Incarcerated to
renounce their faith by sacrificing to

$1.00 lo S1.&0 per Day. Single Meal Uo.
fca W. A. l'ITT, 1'toprlctor.able authority, th-- t they srfared the

ln accepting Chiistianity, and in call-

ing together the Council of i e has
been regarded by many In the Chris-
tian world as tbe circumstance that
saved Christianity from extinction. It
is thought he was the instrument that
established it on a sure foundation, be
acting tbe part of aa Ellas, or In other
words a restorer; nothing can be more
erroneous than such an idea. While
he is entitled to tae gratitude of the
Cbristian world for calling a halt in
the persecutions of the Christians, It
cannot be claimed that he added any-
thing, or brought back tbe power,
parity and lnstre that characterized
Christianity in the days of tbe Apos-
tles.

This Is very evident when we con-sld- ?r

tbe career and character of the
man. Hern and reared a Pagan it may
be tmaginud with certainty that bis
early training was anything but desir-
able to the mind of a Christian. His

some He gsve to be apostles, to some
to be prophets, evangelists (.seventies
and elders), pastors, priests, teachers
and deacons, for the work of the min-
istry, and that all might, be brought to
a

UXITY OK THE FAITH.
Thus we have a happy elucidation' of
the organized Church of Carist as set
up by Carist himself, and when on the
eve of bis ascension, He commanded
His apostles to go to ail the world and
preach His Gospel, tbe signs thereof
would follow the believer, namely, tbe
gift of tongues, the interpretation
thereof, tbe gift of healing, elc.

In summarizing the. Gospel of Christ
we diucovei that it contaiued every-
thing necessary to the salvation of tae
creature. What a sublime reflection,
that in the midst of such perversity as
existed previous to and daring the
apostolic age, God in His mercy to
man, had planted upon the earth.
His Church, the religion of the Lord
Jesus Christ, lb it all would seek after
Him could nad upon the earth, men
that were authorized by Him to adr
minister the ordinances of the Gospel,
tbrough which thejr sins would be for-
given; and taey could be brought unto
such relations witb toe Father, as as-
sured them of their acceptance with
Him.

The transformation brought about
upon those who received the Gospel
the parity and piety of their lives af-
terwards contrasted so markedly with
the wide-sprea- d perversity every where
around them tae induence and exam-
ple of the Christian was a standing
rebuke to the wicsed and evil doer,
waich aroused tbe ire and displeasure
of the unbeliever.

The preaching of the Gospel by tbe
apostle- - and elders iu Jerusalem and
the other parts of the world wnica
taey visited, was met with

OPPOSITION AND HOSTILITY.

Indeed, the. early saints were every-
where evil spoken Of. Even after the
preaching of the Gospel at Pentecost
in Jerusalem, it may be said that the
spirit of persecution against the saints
tKV?un to assume a iruleuce that bore
fruit in after time which marked that
era as ou.Q of the bloodiest in the an-

nals of time. The results of the labors
oT the apostles were the raising up of
churches in Jerusalem, Alexandria,
iipuesus, Aotiocb, CesaTea, Corinth,
'fheifialf; Rome, and many other
pJaceH, ia th janizitiog of which
Were to be found The trije exempliflea-p- i

the Chnrch of Chrjat jsiPr-h- f
Uvlbg pHestuobd. '4."coh- -

the heathen Gods, in the hope that If

toat in-- - redemption of man would be
wrought out by Jesu ), as promised by
the Father. Thm the law of God em-
braced in the Gospel, with its orui-nance- s,

gifts sad blessings,based upon
tbe atonement, iu the then future, was
as eflio-acion- to the creature as it could
possibly be alter the fact of its accom-
plishment.For various reasons that cannot be
mentioned here, although sufficient of
themselves, the Gospel was not per-
mitted to remain am ng mankind con-

tinuously from Adam to Christ.
Tarougnout the Mosaic dispensation
waich lasted nearly 1,5U0 years, tbe
.uiv given to the Israelites was in a

ilarj-- measure symbolical, carrying
twitfc it the typincation of the atone-mentth- at

was promised by the Fatner
tthrouga Jesas Christ. The Jews had
.sadly departed from the spirit and
genius of the Mosaic law in Us collect-
ive sense, w well as in toe essence
thereof; for while it can be stated
with truth, that the daily sacrifice was
offered in token of the great sacrifice
expected, the Jews had lost sight of
the character of tbe Redeemer, as por-
trayed by all the prophets. Tney nad

-- . o lost the power and spirit of their
urlr 'hood, so much so that when tbe
fchtt'ah appeared among taeiu tney did
not k 'dzs Him as the Son of. God,
nor tte He feemer of the world, but

d Pt nlm t0 death.rejected uo -
When tu Sar'ior appeared among

t men,
A l'Kl HUK CONDITION

of the political and religious world
existed, a knowledge of which, to
someextent, is necessary, in order to

.compreoend the obstacles fbat stood
in the way, and the diOultJea that bad
ito be encountered by tae Savior Jd the
introduction ol the Gospel. The then
political world, being under the Juris-
diction of tbe Komao power, wnose

Tfjwive rale aud conquest had
' o J :.-- v ill that narsh element

,?:, gnaluid It. tjjst throughout
which

--se the feeling 0 brother-It- ss
extinguished fromvsst do 1

ilt7MTae y,
f HrmanV,mP,d

upon the necks o l
lions and kingdoms ' ZArl alaid heavily npon then. '

TZ-.Zt-

unrest permeated this va r off
prevailing desire more or les ""ala
iu tbe various provinces to thr,.
the chains that bound Jjhem. a
conditien of things required tbe con

iiom. nor.
CRIlttHK AN JM'lMM BIEAR.

A I at o- Stork nf linnorlcd Taney ....-.!-

the leaders of the Christians could be
induced to abandon their religion, the
common members could be easily In-
duced to do the sanie. In the reeolvea weekly lnvolcea of new gooda AH
se:oqd year of this tbe last Kinilaoi rfapnoeac mm naimrra.aiao

Ladies' Silk Wrapper and tienU' Smnkiiifc
Jacket, i hineau Water Ldies, Japaneatr
Head and Itiimlio.i t'nrtain. and cxieiiive

mm as tne mere son oi uod, and con-
sequently inferior to the Father, and
they rejected His humanity upon the
supposition taat everything concrete
and corporeal is. Itself, essentiallyjead
latrinsically evil. Hence the greatest
part of

TUB GNOSTICS

denied that Christ was clothed with a
real body, or that he suffered really for
the Sake of mankind, the pains and sor-
rows which be Is said to have sub-- .
tained in the feacred history. They
maintained that He came to mortals
witn bo other view than to deprive the
tyrants of the world of their influence
upon virtuous and heaven born souls,
destroying the empire of these wicked
spirits, to teach mankind how they
might separate the divine mind from
the impure body, and render the for-
mer worthy of beiug united to the
Father of spirits."

The error-- ) embodied 'n the Gentile
dtotrlne are the more apparent when
we reflect, that to doubt the divinity
of the mission of our Savior is to dis-
rupt tbe whole plan of salvation, and
sot aside the great economy of the
Ratber respecting the probation of His
creatures.

Among the body of Gentiles were to
be found many philosophers whose
erudUict? and respectability, added
somewhat to the plausibility of their
views, and on this account their efforts
to distort the plain principles of the
Goepel were in some instances suc-
cessful. The end and operations of
tbis sect being to introduce false doc-
trine into the o lurch, was aided by
the corrupt doctrine of the Nicolaitaus
of which mention is .made in Revela-
tions. V

In the 29th chapter of Kusebius'
Ecc. Ilistoiy we find the following
concerning this heresy: "Ntcolaus
one of the deacons who with Stephen
wre appointed by the Apostles to
mluisterto the poor, having a beauti-
ful wife, and being reproached after
the ascension of oir Lord, with Jeal-
ousy by the Apostles, he conducted
her into the midst of them, and per-
mitted any one that wished to marry
her. This they say was

perfectly Consistent
with that expression of his, th at every t
one ought to abuse his own flesh. And
thns these that adopted his heresy,
following both this1 example and ex-

pression laterally, rushed headlong in-
to fornication witheut shame. Among
those who took an active part in tbe
dissemination of false doctrine are
mentioned by the apostle and Mosheim
as! Hymenaes, Alexander, Pbiletus,
Hermogenes, Demas, Dicrtrepbes, Si-

mon Magus and blsdiaclple Menander.
While others were studious to blend
with the doctrines of Christ, the opin-
ions, customs and traditions of tbe
jews."

Within a few-- years previous to the
close of the first century, we find the
expostulations, coupled with the
admonitions of tbe Savior, od

ia tbe first chapters
of John's revelations, to the seven
chnrnhes In Asia wherein are to be
found tbe premonitions of apostacy,
rebuked, and the exhortation to return
to faithfulness, and to be steadfast In
the truth. Corruption, among the
members were pointed out, and the
blighting processes of false doctrine
declaimed in unmistakable terms.

The close of the first century wit-
nessed the primitive church in a some-
what dismembered condition. The
twelve apostles, chosen to be the
special witnesses of the Gospel, were,,
with one exception, martyred for the
truth, and 'John, the 'beloved apostle,
it is said, bad closed hs eves to death
at Kphesya baying been released from
Patmos.

HISTORY nAS - FAILKI

to chronicle our apostolic succession
a"d in BO period of the Christian era
can we .'ook consistently for an event
of this character If at all than to the
v- -y age in Which the apostles thein-se- i

es lived, and nbne is to be found.
TakcU Melchisedec Priesthood was
heldBvoihsrs than apostles, there is
no douHt,' for we read of seventy
elders being calttd Who assisted the
twelve in tnelr ministerial labor. But

certain that in the persecu- -
feoJ iSU r mny oi th were

pu? deduction oi Jerusalem to- -

Cnina War. All kind of Canton Crepe and
Rhawla.and Fancy Kmbroldered Chineae Bilk
llandkerehlefa.- .. boulh Main (Ureal, Salt Ijtke City.

dprivate life twas tainted with run. s
of tue deepest dye. While living In

REMOVAL!Rome fee murdered his son Crlspus, bis
nephew Liciulus, and suffocated his
Wife Fausta lb a steam bath, fie had
been married totftsr twenty yars, and

Savior, resulting iu the rise of various
sects known as the Nazarenes, Ehion-ite- s,

and others whose contentions
and errors in point of doctrine and dis-
cipline, augmented tae causes that led
to tae perversi n of tae Gospel.

The opening of tae third century
presented to the struggling Christians
difficulties imposed by the passage of
laws inimical to their Interests. The
Emperor Severus, in the year 203,made
a law prohlbitiag the subjects of his
empire from changing the religion of
tils ancestors for the Christian and
Jewish faith. From Mosheim we leann
that this law in its effects was most
disastrous for tae Christians. It In
duced malicious magistratis to per-
secute unto death tae poorer sort
among the Caristsans that tie richer
might be intimidated to purchase am-
nesty and thereby become exempt
from similar persecutions.

The doctrines of tae Church- - were
undergoing a gradual change The
doctrines of Plato were largely in-g- r

f ted among the churches, which
tended to Impoverish the purity of the
Christian faith and doctriue. Sc .ism
after schism occurred among the
prominent bishops and writers of the
Church, resulting in increasing divi-
sions and confusion. In the year 235
the sixth persecqtion under Maxim us
raged, aed 4he fury of the neat-ie- a

was let loose npon the Christians,
which at the death of the
emperor after" a reign of three years.
In the year a49

T II K SEVENTH PERSECUTION

under Depiraus, began and is said to be
the most severe of any that had been
waged up to that time- - Tbe tortures
to which the early Saints were sub
jecte'd are enough to harrow the soik;some bad their limbs broken; some
were cast froth upper windows to the
ground; others were placed upon the
rack and stretched to dea h ; old and
feeble women had their jaws beaten,
and their teeth broken out One
Woman who refosedto worship an idol
in an idolatrous temple was tied by
her feet and dragged through the
streets, and dashed against tbe mill-
stones, and afterwards stoned to death.
Others were beheaded, some were
burned to death, others were lacerated
with iron scrapers; and hundreds were
torn to pieces with wild teasts, nponthe arenas; while hundreds that
wandered about In deserts - and
mountains perished by hunger and
thirst, frost and disease, robbers and
wild a i i mils. Such was the price tbe
early Saints paid for their religion,
which was exacted and taactloned by
law.

Eu-ebiu- s informs us that after the
cessation of the bloody persecutionthe churches tarougboat the east and
elsewhere that had been divided, be-
came united again and rejoiced ex-

ceedingly at the peace and harmony
that prevailed. But this was not of
long dnratip-ntfo- r Ui the year S57, under
Valerian, the eighth persecution be-
gan, resulting In the death of many
persons.

In the year 272 he ninth persecution,under Aureliaa, was inaugurated.This was the last pcrsecntioD of the
third century, and perhaps milder in
its execution than aay that took placeIn tbis century. Respecting the

she was he mother of three sons. His
MRS. DR. E. B. FERGUSONcrimfs beoame so revolting that he

ouanged his residence In consequence
of the bad odor in which he was held,
and began the building of another

laoorer, ous zeaiousiy seizen eveTy
occasion of animating the magistrate
against the Christians, and instigating
the multitude to demand their de-

struction. '

"The High Priest of the nation, and
the Jews who d welt in Palestine, were
instrumental in exciting tbe rage of
the foreign Jews against tbe infant
Church by sending messages to exhort
them to avoid all intercourse with the
Christians These perfidious accu-
sations had the intended effect, and
the rage of the Jews against the Chris-
tians was conveyed from father to
son, from age to age; se taat tbe
Church of Christ bad, in no period,
more bitter and desperate enemies
Ujan the very people to whom the im-

mortal Savior was ore especially
sent."

THE ROMANS

who were troublesome to no nation oh
account orlts religion, aud who suf-
fered even the Jews to live undr their
own laws and follow their own method
of worship, treated the Christian alone
with severity.?' "A principal
reason of this severity s erai
to have been tie abhorrence and con
tempt felt by the Christians for the re-

ligion of the empire, which was so ia --

tjmately connected with tat form, and
indeed will) the very essence of its po-
litical constitution; for, though the
Romans gave an unlimited tQieratioa
to all religions which had nothing in
their tenets dangerous to the common-Wealt- h,

jet they would ho permit that
of their ancetw, which was estab-
lished by the law Qi tic State, to be
turned iojo derision, nor tne people to
be drawn aav from their attachment
to it." . "They dafed' to rldi-,-mI- h

t.hf ahsnrditiea of the pagan

ga to announce that he haa RKMOVK1
from her former roaidenee on Houtli

Temple Street, to her new houaametropolis and named It Constanti
nople In honor ot nimscii.

Alter these events ne
UK i ami: a convert 121 13 8TH.HHT,

to Christianity, and w is bap timed on trhere ahe will be plea d to have her
friend- - and all who may need her Pro-

fessional Service call npon her.
Of

his deathbed: In view ol these things
how Inconsistent It appears to imagine
that God would employs man whose lrTelephone SI.hands had been Imbued In tbe blood of
bis own relations, to build ap or revi-
vify H is church, or take any cognizance
of the acts of such a man whom He

Qf iqividuain, wuen raa.su
Lxnifu tli 'Ihiiro.ri of Christ.v i.i

r?" ' uaiuue and particular or- - never had appointed to act as 11 is vice
gercnt npon the earth. Constrntlne's"VfcW .oted ipg
acts were simply gratuitous and of
ao effect, so far at least as making a re-

newal of pure Christianity Is con
cerned. Oar sectarian friends are

Ionization" as . Xo? tpractising t VffffZ
Gospel.bearingthe.. tfoiSau2
ness, accompanied . M?Jg?a
and graces that ever .

Churcn of Christ upon the e- - La2
therefore fceyond a doubt, atte !

the evidence of history, whieh reu.
incontroverted, that Christianity Ww

therefore welcome to ail tue consola
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tion that thev may derive from the acts
of Constant! ue by tbe way of giving
Christianity an impetus that sent U

and 'worst of all the persecu-
tions a fourth edict was published
by Diocletian, instigated by Galerlus,
one of 4he and ot'iar in-

veterate enemies of the Christian
cause. By this edict the magistrates
were authorized to force all Christians,
irrespective! rank, or sex to sacrifice
to the hea'ben gods, and were ordered
to empioy all sorts of torments in or-
der to drive them to the act of apost-
acy.

In order that the reader may form a
more distinct idea of the trials and
tortures of the Christians of that per-
iod, I copy from an eminent author as
follows: "The trial of a Christian
prisoner brought before a Roman
judge was somewhat after the folio --

ng manner:
THBfc MAGISTRATES

were seated on tbe subsilla, one of the
duumvirs presiding, In his white robes
bordered with purple; his llctor
standing behind him. Near the door of
the court, to confront the prisoner on
his first entrance, Were the usual in-

struments of torture. There were 'the
heavy yoke tor the neck, of iron or pf
woody similar to what in China is
called the canga; the fetters; the
stocks, in which hands and feet, weye
Inserted at distances f ram each other
which strained or dislocated the Joints.
There, too, were the rods with thorns
in them; the whips and thongs, cutting
with iron or bruising with lead; the
heavy clubs; the hook fof digging into
the flesh; the nngnla, said to have
been a pair of scissors; Iron combs,0r
rakes for tearing; and there was the
wheel, fringed with spikes, on whieh
the cujprit was stretched; and
there was tbe fire, ready lighted,
With the wafer hissing ana gyoaniog
n the large cauldrons which were

placed upon It. The Cbristian culprit
was now brought in, and tne sight pf
tbe place, witn its furniture, would be
enough to appall a stout heart. He
was aeked, "Are you a Christian?"

"Upon tbe reply everything de-

pended. If made in the affirmative he
was exhort id, by th? allegiance he
owed as a subject of tbe empire, to the
gods, and 10 the divine emperor, to
abandon the foolish plea, to renounce
the folly of the Nasirenes, and to sac
riflce In the prescribed form to the
genius of the Caesars. There whs-a- x
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aflame already lit, incense burning,
priests in waiting; let them be called
In and a sacrioco made. All would
then be over. The prisoner would be
acquitted and even honored by the au-
thorities.

"If, however, tbe plea was obsti-
nately persisted In, sentence was Im-

mediately pronounced. Tbis would
be death, not Immediate that would
have been too merciful but death
slow and lingering. The offender was
first thrown Into the disgustm Hara-thru- m

(the a prison, en-

closed In a dark room), then t be
stretched on tbe rack, or otherwise
tortured: lastly to be beheaded, or

'
S4;?rsHion, and they were ar

ACd assiduous in gainlsg pFOse- -

deL. Unr truia. nor uiu my uiuj

tlnual surveillance of tbe Ionian ar-
mies to keep the conquered in subor-
dination. The political world at the
advent of tbe Savior, although regard-
ed as a peaceful period in comparison,so much so that the Temple of St.
James in Rome, was closed, as an evi-
dence that the Roman world was not
at war with any people, was due mote
to tt;e fact that there were no other
nation of easy approach to make war
npon. In no other province more
than in the land of Palestine, did a
feeling of uneasiness exist to extricate
itself from tbe Roman power, which

AGORAVATRIO TUB SITUATION

in which the Savior found Himself.
So galling had been the fetters of the
.Jews Imposed by that power, that in
their feveiish desire-an- d hope for de-

liverance, they hadirTeasoned them-
selves into the belief tbat when the
Messiah came He would deliver them
and place them in aposition to vtnicb.aa
a people, tbey had long bee accus-
tomed, thatof natioual independence.
It is easily to be imagined bote much
tbe Jews were disappointed atkhe ap-
pearance of the Son of Qod, wao came
amoBgtbsm la a meek aud lowly man-
ner, so that thus at tbe very tcrcshoid

ixiuon Cf Rome, but alsolvtes"

through the ages, as ta y claim, to tne
present time.

It will be well to now note the char-
acter of the Christianity that existed
at the time we are now considering,
and the condition of the Chnrch then.
Was It In a state of perfect purity, or
was it in a state of apostacy and de

established by the L rd Jesus Christ.
The spread of Christianity in the

primitive times through the instru-
mentality of the apostles and others,
notwithstanding tbe antagonism it en
counteied,

attack tu thaies ard forma un-diff- er

(:opeare. ia taeall the
der waica sup Telephoae Ho. 171. OSc Tafevboa

Ne. SS7.VT7vnrious couutrie
KLI MS MOHJUS.cay? Did it possess those offices andcisred their ministry.- hatirBUted

"Another circumsw"- - UD&&
the Romans against iue p, wu;sh
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he peculiar organization placed m it
bv tbe Savior, and were the gifts and
blessings enjoyed as in former .times?
Tbe voice of history answers not Tbe
Church had long since been deprived
Of the

ilTHING influence

WAS SOMKWHAT ASTOUNDING,

when the nature of the times is con-

sidered, as may be inferred by the
statement made in the 4'.n chapter of
the fifth book of Tjtiei's Universal His-ter- f,

a follows: "A thorough ac-

quaintance with the history of the
world and the state of mankind at the
time of our Savior's birth, has led the
wisest and most enlightened inquirers

KATB o
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the simplicity oi metr w- --. me
resembled In nothing the "cbad O?
of any other people. iBe -- tes or
sacrifices,, temples, images, ora. n(fl.
sacerdotal orders; and
cient to bring upon
proaches et an ignorant multitude,.
who imagined that there could be no

religion without these.
upon as a sort of atheists,S bTthe BoWn law those who were

t C II A RGB MILK WITH AT0W8M

were declared the peats jfLg--g$

DOCTRINAL DEGENERACY

that obtained In this century It is
proper to remark that rites and cere-
monies were greatly multiplied. The
spirit and ;ei:ius of the Gespel were
supplanted by tbe vagaries and
errors of Paganism and mystified
by the vain philosophies of the schools
among the various sects. The various
theological writers, who were not a

to conclude that the Almighty navi::g
of the apostle, whose voices had been
haihed by the hands of violence.
Those who presumed to be the teachers
ot Christianity at this period, and all
through tbis century, were distracted

def-igne- to illumiaate the wortd ay a
revelation, there was no period at
wiiich it was taore certainly required and divided. The ordinances of the
than tnat in which it was actually to' ir Kin nrnm npnrp Gospel had been changed In many re Collection Afeney,nt rem a a r.turyS'Ut." 100,000v TV. . . AT 1

.n;fK HP S.UEUtCl va spects, and tbe power tbat ace impac-
ted the primitive Church had departIt will now be in order to trace tbe TTCrUtaiEr and dispersion ATcauses that eventually led to the dis- -
ed. Tbe Corlstlaotty that Constant inenirrnoer.nent and tin d overthrow of esomiaed was scarcely the skeleton ofkinds of pumsamem, uoiu " ':

aud corrective, which were mPV Jthe Church, left in the custody of the the Church which had been denuded of No. 39 MAIN STREET,
Two doors south of Z. 0. M. I.

against the Christians arc P"'"'"'3idtcrloed by learned men who Its saving and beautiful habiliments.

few, among the Christians, differed in
their ideas and seutimenta to are
marka de degree npon the vital and
cardinal principles of the Gospel.
Some of them asserted that in order
to secure tbe blessing and favor of the
AlmlgHty, and prepare themselves for
(be better world, it was necessary to
stultify every emotion of tbe heart,
ftvery impulse of (heir natures, and td
practice to such an
extent as to substantially shut out

Tbe devotees of tbe chnrch waich

n.warV-- ot 100 000' pore. It .must

afted the
cause
He of ChHstlanity.lhsomToh w tt
incensed the surviving Jews through

written professedly on tnat rf".- -

Corietibtine Joined bad a form of godm "xneBe juuiciai "
liness, but denied the power tut roof ;

and as Mosheim aptly n amrkp, (chap.
were different at different times,
and changed, iiaturally, iwcording to

the mlWoess ol the laws tCte bJ t
different emperors against the flri- - 3) ot tae "Fourth Century;" speakln Lauds for Sale, MYof these limes i MAn u rmoiis train

of His work, lie fouud an insuperable
barrier to the hearts ef His country-men. The religion world, to" sar the.
least, was in no better condition. The
Jews, who were the only people th sn
known (bat professed a belief in he
true God In Heaven, had lost the sp rit
and genius of the faith of iheiriatb xs,were living under a strained in ter pre-
tation of the law, and Were devoid of
the vitality that signalized the admin-
istration of Moses aud aiau others
who succeeded him. In shorr tbey bad
apostatized from the real t th and
doctrine of the Mosaic dispensation,
and, as a people, were divided into
conflicting tcts of Judaism,

CONTKxfclXGWKANOUN'O AND

with each other over the signification
--and practice of the law. Sula were
the Hellenists, a portion of ti Jews,
that had adopted the Greek language
and customs, which bad been Jn tugai
about in and after the capfc- - ty in.

Babylon; as also the PnarisrFa, Sad-duca- es,

Essenees and other. jt tbe
Jews, whose schismatic views regard-
ing the law of Moses, foundeft a dis-
cordant and uapropitious feellag
among that people.

Respecting the religious smtoa. of

every ray ot tinman happiness irooa of superstltl ns were gradually sub-
stituted for true religion sad genuine
Dlctv. This odious revolutiM.n pro- -

apostles, and especially l'etar, the-c&ie- f

of that body, unto whom the
J&aeior once addressed himalf :

'leter, lovest thou "me?" Peter ait-were- rt

"Yea Ird." "Then Feed nuy
Hck."

About ne year 37. Stephen, tfce
ervant.ot God, following iu the line of

his -- 1'ity, preached the Gospel
--in tHe

eireeti of Jerusalem, and denounced
Che .lews tnat took part in ihecruci-uxlo- i

i of the Savior, as murderers-- , and
set f rth that Christ was the Redeemer
and t. lat though foully murdered npon
the d Ms, rose iroru thv daau, and had
seen ued to the Fa'.ber. Tne enuncia-

tion of sue doctrine so aroused the
passt ns of the chief priests, t he tulers
and t.ae Sanhedrim, that he was taxeu
hefort them and tried for such in- -

Houses for Rent,

Money to Loan.kweded from a variety of amuses. A
ridlculoaa prClltaUon In rccely logthrown to the beasts; aad In case ot

decapitation, the body to be cast to new oniaions: a preposterous desire
of imitating lhe Pagan rites, and of

Weir sou..;, .following via oent oi
such gloomy and unsocial notions,
they abandoned society and sought the
seclusion of the forest and desert, the
caves and dens of the earth, to gratify
their morbid aad degenerate souls.
Bptyrning tbe idea of marriate, they
subjected Uelr bQCjje to huuger and
thirst, and submitted to the woat ex
eructating miseries and discipline

out the empire who
"GREATER VIRtJLNC

agalnt the Cbrlsl4anrittfwn before. It
frequently happened when anything
occurred of tha nature of a calamity of
any kind, both Jews and Pagans of all
phases looked upon the Christians a
the cause thereof.

While this once mighty and favored
people, the Jews', had rejected the
Messiah and put Ulnt to death aa also
thousands of His followers, and were
ohdaratf ln$beir hearts against theUos-pel.th- e

Alnaitfhtf Jn His wrath brought

blending them with tbe Christian wor.the do$s."
Events transpired, caused by tbe

resignation of Diocletian, which after

tians. inus, at onenuc,
of the mot &ngtaiarch after the followers of Christ;

atanother,1we find-al- l iwrsecutlon
suspended, aad positive wcusat on
and information only allowed. (In
other words, to be accused and ar-

rested meant convlctien Mlff-the- r

formality of law,
larity to the treatment of "Mormon

time. Verily,
historVrepeatsitself.) "Ufp
reign we see them, pn being
proved Christians, or their confeesieg
themselves sach, immediatajy dragged

Kin. ml that Id s nronsnaitv. wh rth rv.nM. ..
rarefully'drevrathe gffneralltf of mankind have toward IjerwardeS. paperswards brought ConStantine the Great

to accept the purple and become the a gaudv and ostentations religion, all sarBxaatiaaUoa of Titles a Specialty,
contributed tq establish t.ae reign of our Uette: Modarata Oaargea. Paircniei emperor ui iue nuuiau nujpircThis emueror out a slow to the perse superstition UpOB ttie rums Of ChrlS- - Treatment. --Kaltabtllty.

which their melancholy luim agina-
tions could invent. It Is said that one
Paul, a hermit, lived In the deserts of Vf ractit 'U of the law as was construed

to be lound in bis utterances, and was tlanty alatlaj SJt..Mewcutions ot the Christians by bis edfet
glrfen over to tiie populace who


