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1 mkeHAVE listened to the instructions
givengiel here this afternoon by my
brethbrethrenrenreu as well as the remarks of
broiher ir with
feelings pfaf s greatgreab deal of intinterestgrest
whenm we talk of our duties as
tatterlatter day saints I1 think many
aftapestf bespes that some of us perhaps allnil of
us more or less fall short of compre
deriding and understanding the re

we are under to
godigodl believe therenever was a dis-
pensationpensationloii bror a geriegerlegenerationratiOn of men

world that ever
haphad ggreaterreater work to perform or
avevereven werelvere under greater responsibil-
ity to godgod thanthin the latter day
saints the kingdom of god has
been putpiat VA our handshande we have
heelbeel raised up as sons and daughters
of the lord to take this kingdom to
lay tbe foundation of it to build up
altbit it to carry it out in its various
branches until it becomes perfected
before the heavensbeavens and before the
earth ashod liashas foreordainedforeordained it
should be and those principles
which have been referred to by the
brethren in regard to our duties weWO

sanelysafely ignorelanore them nor turn
aside from themthom I1 will say as one
of the quorum of the twelve apos-
tle from the time I1 was first ac-
quaintedquain ted with its organization until
todayto dfday we leave never felt ourseourselvesliles
at liberty to stay away from our
meetingss unless wowe were sick or cir-
cumstancescumcurnstances hindered us in some
way or other I1 can say that for
myself andaridi I1 believe I1 cancall say the
saibisama fornor my brethren we havehaap
alwaniwaalways feli duty bound to attend our
meetings and if we do not attend
the question might arise what liashas
become of the twelve apostles
where lirearearo they that they do not at-
tendtz theirthOr meetings it would be a
veryafy proper question to ask and
if this responsibility rests upon us in
the capacity which we occupy does
it notn rest upon other men I1 think
it does I1 do not believe the lord
ever required joseph smith or brig-
ham dmn orauyuny of their counselors
tob undertake kuoito build up this king-
domdomalonemaionealonenione he never required them
toq build these temples alone they
were required to perform their duties
that ibA true joseph smith was
called of god inspired of god raised
up of the lord ordained of god long
bafobefore lielle was bomborn to stand inhi the
fiesflesflessasgnas much as jeremiah or anyof
the ancient prophets to layidy the foun-
dation of tthis1is church and kingdom
Hyperformed hisAs work faithfullywehe labored faithfully while he

in the flesh and sealed hisills
testimony with his blood other
werimen werewerg called also to build upon
the foundation which he laid

W0 hhave 1inn which are paspastt
and gone been under the necessity
ongoingof going forth to preach the gospel in

prid webehavehave had tthisis to do
we have been called to do it we
hive been ordained to do it we
havohave been commanded of god to do
it and so have hundredshundred sandand thou-
sands of the elders of this church
and kingdom we have all some
responsibility anoramore or less resting
upon us whether as regards going
on missions or anything else I1 re-
member brotherBrotherJjosephoseph smith vis
abed myself brother taylor brother
brighamainarn young and several other
miss we were about to
take our mission to england we
were sick and afflicted manymanyauy of us
atiliaat the same time we felt to go
the prophet blessed us asis also our

andanti families and I1 was read-
ingidt a day or two ago hisills instructions
from my journal heHO taught usIssomsomeeveryvery important principles some
of which I1 lierohere rinametimia brother
taylor myself george A smith
john E page and others had bbeeneen
called to fill the place otof those who
had fallen away brother joseph
laid us the causecanse of those men
turning away from thetho command-
mentsmen ts ot god heitollelieIto hopedb we wouldwon I1 d
learn wiwisdom by what we saw with
the eyrand rd the ear and
and thatthit wewo would be able to discerndis cem
the spiritspirits of other men withoutwithapt be

totoleahlearn by sad expertexperi-
enceenieentee iteitoheile then remarked that any
manmail apyany eldereider inht thistilis chuchurchrellandandkingdom who pursued a course
whereby he would ignore or in other

to obey any known lawjaw

or commandment or duty when-
ever a man did this neglected any
duty god required at his hand in at-
tending meetings filling missions
or obeying counselcounse he laid a founda-
tion to lead him to apostasyapostor and this
waswaa the reason those
they had misused the priesthood
sealed upon their heads they hadbad
neglected to magnmagnifyify their calling as
apostles as elderseiders they hadbad used
tithat priesthoodlood to attempt to build
ththemselves up andioand to perform some
other work besides the building up
of the kingdom of god and notonnot onlyy
did hebe give us this counsel but the
same is given in the revelation of
god to us I1 havecave ever read wiwithith
a greatagrest dealdeai of interest that revelation
giveniven to joseph smith in answeranswer to
fishis prayerprayer in liberty jail I1 have
ever looked upon that revelations of
god to that man considering tiletiie
jowfew sentences it includesinclude am contain-
ing as mucmuemuchh principle as any revela-
tion god ever gave to man ilehe gave
joseph to understand that he held
the priesthood which priesthood was
after the order of god after the or-
derberofof the same priest-
hood by which god himself per-
formed all his works in the heavens
and in the earth and any man who
bore that priesthood had the same
power that priesthood had com-
municationmunication with
to move the heavens power to per
from the work of the heavens and
wherever any man magnified that
calling god gave his angels charge
conceconcerningmingbing him and his minisministrationsorations
were of power and force both in this
worlworlddandand the world to come but
let that man ueuse that priesthood for
any other purpose than the building
lipup of tilethe kingdom of god for which
purpose it was givenansgivenand the heavens
withdrew themselves the power pfaf
the priesthood departs and hebe is left
to walk in darkness and not in light
and this hrlbs the key to apostasy ofofala
men whether in this generation or
any other

our responsibilities before the I1lordord
are great we have no right to
brechanybreakbrehkanyhanyany law that god has given
antousunto us the more we do so the less
power we have before god before
heaven and before the earth and
the nearer we live to god the closer
we obey his laws and keep his com-
mandmentsmandments the more power we
will have and the greater will be
our desire for the building up of the
kingdom of god while we dwell here
in the flesh

we harenohave no right to break the sab-
bath we have no right toio neglect
our meetings to attend to our laborsa ors
I1 do not believe there was any man
ever belonged to this church and
kingdom bincesince its organization has
ever made anything by going to at-
tend to hhisis farrilfarmonon the sabbath but
if your ox falls 1intoA to a pit get hhimin ououtt
work in that and right
but for us to go farming to the neg-
lect

ege
of our meetings and other duties

dedevolving0 ving upon us is something we
haveave no right to do the spirit of
god does not like it it withdraws
itself from usand11 we make no moneyey
by it we should keep the sabbath
holy we should attend our meet

this I1kingdom is advancing it
has got to advance and somebody
hasiothas got to build it up somebody
has got to laborjabor in it the god of
heaven has had 4a people prepared
before the world was made for this
dispensation he hadbad a people pre-
pared to stand in the flesh to take
this kingdom and bear it oftoff andadd tbthee
very spirit of the prophets and apos-
tles who have gone before us has
been manifested in the lives of faith-
ful men and women from the organ-
ization of this church until todayto day
and will continue until the comincoming
of the lord as there are a gratgreat
manyuen and wormwornwomenen who will live

their religion and carry out the pur-
poses of god on the earth

it is our duty as apostles as eld-
ers and as latter day saints to con-
template to reflect to read the word
of god and try to comprehendcompreliend our
condition our position and our re-
sponsibility before the lord if our
eyes were opened if the vail were
lifted and lyolyewe should seegee our con

ou r rresponsibilityes if we could
codicomprehend the feelings of god our
heavenly father and the heabeaheavenlyvenlyvonly
hosthosts sandand the justified spirits made
perfect in their watch care over us
in their anxiety about us in our lablabs
irs here while we are in the flesh
we would all feel that we have no
time to waste in folly or anytaanything
which brings to pass no good allxiiU
of us aas elders of israel and as latter
day saints bear some portion of the
holy priesthood either the

or it is a kingdom of
priests and there is work enough for
this people to magnify their callingcanningfling
the lordbord has agreed to sustain usS
and to break every weapon thatthab Is

formed against us he has promised
foto sustain Zionandnandnaud when the pro-
phet saw this zion of g- lgedgod1 in the
mountains his soul was filled with
joy and he cried sing 0 heavens
and bebei joyful 0 earth and break
forth into singing 0 mountains for
the lord hath comforted his people
anddud will have mercy upon his af
fleter again the prophet says

cancn a woman forget her sucking
child that she should nothave com-
passion onontbeson yeyeayen
they may forget yet will I1 not forget
theeabee dorinorl has been before the
face of the lord since the creation of
the world our heavenly father
has protectednedled this people we have
been favored from the day we set
our feet in the valleys of the moun-
tains notwithstanding the tribulation
and opposition we have had to con-
tend with all the designs of the
wicked and ungodly toty stop this

thwarted the handband
of god is over zion he is our com-
forter he sussug bains us and we have
every encouragement on the face of
the earth as latter day saints to be
true and faithful unto him the little
time we spend in the flesh

ourOUK responsibilitiesties are great our
work is great we not only have
the gospel to preach to the nations of
the earth but we have to nillfill these
valleys towns cities ac and we
have among other important things
to rear those temples unto the namenume
of the lord before the coming of
christ we have got to enter into
those temples and redeem our dead
not only the dead of our own fainfarnfamilyfly
buethebut the dead of the whole spirit
world this is part of the great
work of the latter day saints we
shall build these temples and if we
do our duty there is no power can
hinder this work bebecausecauser the lordtord
is with us andaud certainly ourilinouroun aimalm
is high As a peoplepepie we aim at cel-
estial glory we aim at the kingdom
of god we have been raised up
for this purpose to warn the world
to preach the gospel to go to the
rnerueekof the earth and bring them
to these valleys of the mountains that
they may be delivered from the
power of sin and satan our num-
bers are many compared with former
dispensations never thelthela nu-
mbers are few when compared with
the twelve or fourteen hundred mil-
lions 0off inhabitants who dwell in the
flesh still with the help ofor god
we have power to redeem the world
this is our work we are obliged
to labor and to continue while we
are here and when we have finished
our work our sons the rising genera-
tion have got to take this kingdom
and bear it off

eight of khzth quorum ortheortho twelve
apostles are in the spirit world to-
day who were in the flesh whenwilen we

so they pass away one
afterarter another when they finished
their work liodo you susupposeappose that in
their minds and feelings they re-
alized they had done too much I1
thinkabill not just so with those who
remain in the flesh therethele is no
time to throw away and I1 would to
god that the elders of israel could
fully realize and thegreat work that god has put upon
their

i
shoulders the building up of

the
this kingdom has continued to in-

crease
n

and spread whencewhen we came
here 33 years ago we found this place
a barren desert there was no mark

I1 of the white man here it was a
desert indeed hardly a green thintiling
to meet the eye you canean see todayto day
for yourselves the inhabitants of
zion are a marvel and a wonder to
the world they occupy these val-
leys of the mountains from idaho
to arizona the valleys as it were
aieate filled with latter day saints
and who are these latter day
saints they are the people whom
the god of heaven has raised up in
fulfillmentfulfilment of promise and revelation
he has carefully gathered them to-
gether by the power of the gospelby
the power of revelation and placed
them here in the valleys of the
mountains has there ever been
any power formed against this peo-
ple that has been successful nay
and this people will never see the
day when our enemies shall prevail
for the veryvety reason that god had dode-
creed that zion shall be built up
the kingdom that daniel saw shall
roll dorthiforth until the little stone cut
out of the mountain without handsbands
shall fill the whole earth the
people of god shall be prepreparedDared in
the latter days to carry out the great
grammepro of bhethehe almighty and
all the powers of the earth and hell
combined cannot prevent them
when I1 see the view that the world
lakein regard to this great latter day
work when I1 hear it questioned as
to whether god bahas anything to do
with it when I1 see the feeling of
hatred that is manifested towards

us totomedmd it is the strongest evidence
thitthat this I1is the work of god why
because we have been choehochoenchosenen out of
the world and therefore the world
batershatersliate us this is a testimony that
jew aniland gentilegentiletiie whole world
look at then if this is the work of
god what is the world going to do
aboutabduaboutittirit what tan this nation or the
combined nations odtheof ththe earth do
about it can any power beneathbeneatli
the heavens stay the progressprogres of the
work of god I1 naypay it can-
not bebp done I1 do not boast of thethesetherese
things as thether work of man it is urethe
wark of thetho almighty it jss not tilethe
work of man the Lordhasjias called
men totd labor in his kingdom and I1
wish the elders would look upon this
subject as it iiss and realize our pos-
ition leforebefore me lord here we are
a handful of people choehochoenchosened outopt of
some twelve or fourteen hundred
mmillionsillionsI1 of people and my faitelfaifal ui in
regard to this matter is that before
we were born beforebeford joseph smith
waswaa bobboibornboru before brighamBrigharmhara was born
my faith is that we were chosen to
come forth in thisthia day and genera-
tion and do the work which god
has designed should be done that
ismis myy view inin rregardneward to the
day saints and that is thothe teason
why the apostles and elders in the
early days of this church hadbad power
to go forth without purse or scrip
and preach the gospel of christ and
bear record of his kingdom had it
not been for that power we could
not have performed the work we
have hadhau to be sustained by the
hand of god until todayto day and we
shall be sustained until we get
though if we keep the command-
ments of god and if we do not vveireshall fall and the lord willvill raierale up
other men to take outplaceourplace theref-ore I1 look uponpitit that we had a
work assigned tousto us before we were
born with regard to the faumui
leaders of this church and kingdomkingdonz
beginning with josejosephh smith how
many times have I1 heard men saysall
in myiny travels why did god choose
joseph smith why did he choose
that boy to openopert up this d
and lay the foundation of this
chuchurchrcb why d iant he choosechooses someome
great man such as henry ward
beecher I1 have had but one an
swerin my life to give to such aquelaques-
tion namely that the lord aleigh

not do anythingany thing with ththemon
he could not humble themthelm tilthey
were not the class of men that were
chosen for a work of this kind in any
age of the world ththee lord al-mighty chosechase the weak things opof this
world he could handle them he
therefore chose joseph smith be-
cause liehe was weak and he had
sense enough to know it he had
the ministration of angels out of
heaven he had also the ministra-
tion of the father and the son and
of the holy men who once dwelt
in the flesh

behavewe have been obliged to acknowl-
edge thetho handband of god from out of
the pit have we been dug bellavewe have
been taken from the plough the
bench the variousmarious occupations of
life havinhaving limited knowledge of
what the world calls lelearningarnin C thelord has called this class ofaf men as
eelderseidersd and inspired by the power of
Ggod0d ttheyeybahaveve gone barth and warn-
ed the world and those of this gen
orationaeration who reject the testimony of
these elderseiders will be under condem-
nation for the elders will rise upuli in
judgment and condemn them the
building up of this kingdom rests
upon our shoulders not upon the
shoulders of brotherBrotlierller taylor and the
twelve apostles alonealobe but geryevery
man and every woman who has
heard thistills gospel and gone into the
waters of baptism will be held re-
sponsible forthefor the ligh tand knowledge
they reereceivedelved

this is my testimony to you to-
day you have got the kingdomof
god here it has grogrownavii and in-
creased and will continue to grow
and increase I1 look at this building
I1 look at thetile tabernacle here I1 look
at the temtettemplesaples that are being builtbulit
I1 see what Js going on in the moun-
tains of israel and I1 ask what is it
itI1 fc is the work of god I1 acknowledge
his hand in it this is the reason
whywily we are inspired to build these
temples why we labor to build
them is because the lay lias come
when they are needed josephjozeph
smith went into the spiritirit world tdtuf
unlock the prison doors lffiff ththiathis disdig
sensationpensation or generation he stayedstaved
here long enough to lay ththea founda-
tion of this kingdom and obtain the
keys belonging to it the last time
he ever met with the quor the
twelve wasw when lie gave them
their endowments and when they
left him liehe hadnhaanhad n presentiment that
it was the last time they would ever
meet he hadbad something11 to do the
other side of tilethe vailvall hohe had a
thousand to preach to there where

you and I1 have onoone in the flesh
and this Is thetha great work of the
last dispensation the redemption of
the living and the dead

we oughtought not as elders of israel to
treat lightly the blessbiessblessingsi we enloenjo
we oilotiought not to ttreaticdFlikfilklightlylit y tfre
holy priesthood or attempt to use it
for any other purpose ununderder tilethe
whole Jieavens other afhanto build
up the zionafof god the counsel
that has been given this forenoon
upon this mattermutter we should jay to
heart the y
lloailoahoststs are 0overovenVerertiltilthisi s peoplepeopI1 e they
are watching usur with the deepest
anxiety they underunderstandsiland things
bettelbetter thunthan wewedodo our
bodies and when pur spirits leave
them demillwe will not havehavo a great vayway
to get into the spirit world they
know the warfare we have with
wicked spirits and a wicked
world but what encourageencouragementemerit weyo
have when we read the revelations
belivewe liveilvo in animation when the
lord has decreed thaithat his kingdom
shall be preserved the prophets of
every other dispensation have been
called to seal their testimony with
their blood myisly faith is that those
of will notnob be called
to do this josephjosepa and hyrum it
ifsisi true were called totd lay down their
iveslives why I1 believe myself iai
was necessary tp seal a dispensadispensationt1on
of this almightyty magnitudema with
the ar thewe testator for one
thing andfand for another thing the
people were worthy that put him to
death and will have the bill to pay
as the jews hadbad to pay for the blood
of the messiah but asRS far as the
leaders of thisthil people and the people
generallygenerallyareare concerned I1 think thecord intends we should live at peace
withwyth regard to brigham ittieweiteeaaliniiI1 kknownow the didispositionpos I1 ttotioR thertheree was
on the part offisbm enemies totaneto lakedake
his life I1 never beubebbelievedeved however
that hebe would diedledicaa violent death
neither do I1 believe julatthat we halihailshallball
be required to go forth widoidaud stain 0 ir
swords in the blood of our fellow
men in our defense it hasbs been
decreed that the wicked shall slay
the wicked nowyo I1 give you my
viewsview

I1
regarding thesethee things I1speak the sentiments of my own

heart and what I1 believe the judg-
ments of our god will be poured
forth but the elders of israel will
not be called upon to slay the wicked
ththe wicked will slay the wicked
whenwilen I1 read the biblebime tae book ofmormonmornion andwid the book of doctrine
and covenants I1 feel that it is with
us a with the generation that lived
in the days of ezekielcj inrii those
days the lord told the prophet to
tell the people that what he saidgaid he
meant to fulfillfulfil and M0 o it is in the
day and age in which we live allthings will be fulfilled the judjudg-
ments of almighty god will bege
poured out upon the kickedwicked theharvest is ripe and r r know the
farmer has got to cut his crops whenwilen
they are ripe otherwise they will go
back into the ground andabd rot

when I1 seetee the wjkwickednessedness and
abomination 1l in babylon
covering the earth aas it weresvere like a
illiiimightyagh ty sea when I1iseesee ththeseese ththingslugsjugs
I1 feel to ask myself the11 questionguestionU estion
how long can these sins rise up in
the sight of heaven arndarid not have
their reward in my own mind I1can see a change at cur door inthe face of the revelations I1
see how it can be otherwise thethosigns of heaheavenven and earth all indi-
cate the near comincoming of the son ofman you read the andlith ebchaptersapters of thetiie jastlast book of
nephi and see what tiiethe lord has
saidsald will take place ina this genera-
tion when the gospegospo of christ laaslias
again been offered to the inhabitants
of ththee earth the lord did not re-
veal the day of the bowingcoming of tiletheson of manilan buthebuebebut le revealed the
generation that generation isis upon
us the signs of heaven and earth
predict the fulfillmentfulfilment of these things
and they will come to pass

therefore let US try to live our re-
ligion we have the kingdom ofgod therethero is no questionquestien about
this there was none with joseph
smith when the angels of god min-
istered unto him and we hadbad a liv-
ing

jiv-
ing testimony of this work from that
day to thishis what is the greatest

I1testtestimonyin y any manruan or woman can
have aas to this being the workdorkof ofgod I1 wilwill tell you what is thegreafgreatgreatestest tosutestimonymonyMODY I1 havea ave ever hadbai
the most sure testimony that is the
testimony of the holy ghost thetile
testimony of the father and tletheson we may have the ministration
of angelsaugell we may be ampt in the
visions of heaven these things as
teotimotestimoniesnies

I1 are veryvery good but when
5 on receive the holy ghost whenwilen
you receivereceive thetile testimony of thefathefaglierr and the sonsn it is a truetruo prin-
ciple to every man on earth it de-
ceives nonty man andd byby tbthatat prinel


