
aoeSOS ede ad ES sarewmew juhojungJ oheone 6 io

pst
BY

illiELDER milsUSES TIMER
delivered in the large tabernacle

salt lake caycity satusalusaturdayaday
afternoon april aa an-

nual conference 1883

I1 febfeeliverylveryvery grateful indeed for the
happy and peaceful circumstances
with which we are surroundedroundedbureur this
day and I1 cannot help realizing how
different they are to those which
surrounded us a year ago the pres-
sure from the outside world at that
time was very greatsgreat and the power
of him who has been an oppoppressor
from the beginning was exercised
throughout miswin nation for the hurt
of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints but when perilsperlis
have threatened we have learned to
appeal to the invisible forces of
heaven against the visible forces of
earth and in no age of the world
with which J am acquainted has the
right ever failedsailed to succeed if those
who maintained it were directed
sustained and upheld by the power
of god our eternal father when
men make it their special mission to
contend against this great work
they do not realize that god Is a
ppowerpowen they cannot comprehendtmthat exercise of faith that turns
itleasideitie the shafts olour enemies and
delivers us from the saares which
shrewd politicians and wicked and
ungodly priests lay to entrap the
people wowmow well I1 recollect a con-
versation I1 had about a year ago
with a very thoughtful mansmanmau
a man connected with the
church but who at times Is
given to tievieww things from the na-
tural standpoint it was shortly
atteratten the arrival of the commis-
sioners who came to utah to admin-
ister the provisions of the edmunds
law this brother was not ignorant
of the exertexertionsjonslons which had been
made throughout the union to beesie
cure the enactment ofct that and
other proscriptiveprescriptive memeasuresluresmures nor was
he ignorant of the intent of leading
politicians in the republican party
to forge chains with which tutubinablau
us depriving us of our liberilber

tiedtieskies he understood full well the
means which had been medused he was
not ignorant of the fearful waves of
prejudice wiloh had swept every
state in the union realizing what
the intentions of the wicked were
and under a thetho
power of a mighty nation hebe felt
exercised anuana desired to know if
something could not be done to
compromise the question lain other
words if it was not possible to sub-
mit to the president and cabinet
certain propositions by which the
people mipmig ht be enabled to mainmalnmaintaintainnoplegopie
theirair rightarights and I1 have
notnoh forgottenforgotien what my
were while Illistening to nishis remarks
and I1 remember the reply which I1
was led to makemate it was this we
have been gathered from the na-
tions of the earth we came to
these mountains to serveberve god with-
out respect to the thoughts or suffiur
rages of other people we came
here to maintain liberty of con
science and freedom of worship the
provisions of the constitution of
ouroun common country and not to
compromise them upon any terms
whatever that I1 knew of no earthly
wisdom upon which we could safely
rely in maintaining those rights
that if the religious political and
social affairs of the people were given
over to the management of a hun-
dredbredofof thewlthe wisest uninspired men
to be found in zion they would ut-
terly fall to accomplish the purposes
of googod though they might in their
efforts to pleaseplesse manan sacrifice liberty
and the freedom of conscience vio-
late the sacred provisions of the
constitution and make those whom
they sought to serve pliant slaves
unworthy of the blessings which olof
rightnight belong to a free people that
the adoption of such a policy would
within six months place us in suehhuch
a condition of confusioncontusion and misery
that god alone could relieve our dis-
tress that if on the other handhands we
would exercise faith in him live
ourout religion be prayerful and hum-
ble he would bring us off as he
has done many times before victo-
rious 33 can we not see how the
lord has stavedstayed the passions of men
and made their wrath to praise
him Lletlatat us reflect upon the differ-
ence between the power exercised
by the greatg t leading ililightt ottoftof theerebo

alcan party during thothe passage
0of thea edmunds bill in thea senateenste of
the united states a little over ayear
ago andanat the exercise of the influ-
ence of the sameasme man a year later
senator FAmunds when hebo firstfini

called up hibhis bill waswaa in the senate
aalmost supreme by the power of
hishia intellect and the fierce invective
of hisbis tongue hebe ruled as it were
absolute master and hibhia billibill uncon-
stitutional and unjust raghedpassed the
senate with but little opposition
few statesmenstaeta credcared then to mea-
sure armsarma with him but maik the
result when god did soBO a year later

had the faith of this people
changed did we believe more in
the laws of god in march 1882 than
we did in march 1883 certainly
not why then waswaa senator ed-
munds unable to carry out his views
and measures regarding this people
in the latter asaa he had succeed d in
doing in the former year because
god laIs a force in this world and I1isa
annaff airs whether men acknowledge it
or not hlauis power alalwayswadway has beenbeens
and always will be greater than
mans power

men may think what they please
and sneer at what they may be
pleased to call fAnaticfanaticismismiam but this
I1 know shame and confusion was
the part of senator edmunds when
after six hourshourn vain endeavor to
force the passage of another infa-
mous measure against us he stood
up in the senate and confessedconfebbedeseed that
he could eeesee by the ruling of the
presiding officer and by the votes of
his opponents that it was impossible
to carry the measure which he bad
in hand and therefore moved for an
adjournment was his detentdefeat
chagrin and shame accomplishaccomplishedtd by
the wisdom of man we think not
wentwe at least are willing as we al-
ways have been to acknowledge the
haudhend of god in these things ad
not only holds the destinies of na-
tions in his hands but he holds
alsosibo the destiny of individual man
he can humble those who measure
arma with him as he has done
many times in the past we fear
not the power nor do we gloat over
the fall ofof man public or private
but we have learned by experience
that when they rise up and contend
against this people and the princi-
ples otof liberty and right god marks
them and their course thenceforth
isia not upward but downward
in march 1882 when jnin washing-
ton D C in company with other
brethren visiting brother george
Q cannon then our honored dele-
gates

dele-
gate I1 remember the Bentisentimentsments
ex by some members of the
republican party they would
come privately and aaybay we view
this bill referring to the edmunds
bill as infamous in its measures
we can seebee that it is unconst
tut ional that it seeksbeeks to roblob a
whole people of their political rights
but our isia that of politics
we have no other business and nu-
merous petitions are comingcormcomm jug here
dabydaily from ouroar constituents praying
us commanding austo pass some law
for the suppression of mormon-
ism s now what shailshall we do itif
we comply not with their demands
ouroar constituents will at future elec-
tions reject us at the polls waswabva
not a similar argument used by the
jews when they saldsaid golfif we leave
him alone hebe will take away our
place and nation fearing that
they crucified him and what was
the result cheverythe very thing they
bought to save was that which was
speedily lost when weighed in
the balance they were found cor
ruptbupt cruel vindictive murderous
unable to maintain
justice or do what they knew to be
right A disposition to oppress
swayed their hearts and tyratyrannyeinyeidy
marked their actions to such an ex-
tent that god rejected them as a
peoplepeoples scattered to the four windewinds
and made of them inthelathein the midst of
nations a hissbies and by word

in thisthin connection let any
one who feels disposed take
the pains and trouble to look
over the congressional secordrecord aldand
seeeee howbow those who were willing to
sacrifice principle itat the abrine of
everything that was wrong willing
to sacrifice the liberties of a people
poor and oppressoppressedediedl examine and
see how many of that character
have been returned have not more
than fifty per cent of them been re-
jected at the poolapoole ask the demo-
crats how this has come about and
why it has come about and they
cannot tell you askaak the republi-
cans and they cannot tell you butnut
ask god who holds the destinies of
nations and peoples in his abandandbandandhe can tell you on thothe other ilandliand
examine the record of those who
fearlessly stood up in defensodefense of
constitutional liberty maintained
inviolate their oath of office sus-
tained the right and were true to
themselves they too felt the pres-
sure of priestly innaIndainflamedined public sen-
timent but bowed not to its tyran-
nical demands they too realized
the dadangersdankerstigersrigers and perilsperila that might

beset their efforts for future recogni-
tion at thothe polls antbut having moral
courage they plantplantedad themselves on
principle nolnot prejudice and their
constituentite luin un great measure
have endorsedendoreed their policy and sus-
tained their heroic conduct if I1
have been correctly informed a
much greater percentage of those
who stainedsustainedsuBu right on the limormor-
mon question in the bavehave
been returned to the
congress than of those who
pursued the opposite policy
vvewe should entertain no fear of men
or nations for they cannot prevent
the almighty from hing
his purposes or bringing topass his
decrees history so far as I1 have
been able to trace no where records
success gainedgamed by hatred and perse-
cution overoven menmeu pledged to princi-
ple justice and truth

mensmena convictions religious be
kiefs and juat religious practices can
not be persecuted out of them the
nearest approach to success in this
direction was perhaps the masmaa a
ere of stbt bartholomew in francefrancey
wherein seventy thousand defense-
less huguenotsHuguen perished miserably
victims of the halloomalice and cruelty of
roman catholicism

that shocking butchery of menman
women and clildren was acquiesced
in by charles X then king of
france and when his ally phllip
HIlii or spain heard of it he laughed
thesthe only time he was known to
laugh in hiehib life thotha pope
of rome illuminated the eternal
city cabieded medaia to be struck off
ilass to bobe performed and named
charles the defender of the faith 3

in commemoration of those harhgrhorrid1

deeds of blood and misery
notwithstanding ane pontificalleaileal

approval btstowedbestowed upon the king
for that seventy thousand fold
murder he was till hishib death dailydally
and nightly haunted by the thought
of his victims until hiihis misery and
remorsedemorke caused it is said drops of
blood to ooze through the pores of his
skin through these cruelcrueltiesties the
uluauhuguenotguenot received a fearful chock
but thelne consciousness of men con-
tinued to assert independence and
the right to god antram
trammeled continued bogrowto grerr the
freedom we now enjoy jais buethebut the
fruit of the struggle lor right
which persecution ultimately solid-
ified united and made strong in
uheube broad deep foundations of the
freest nation onod earth thereby pre-
paring the way for the mission of

improve-
ment badhad been made but in bellg
lousious matters joseph lundfund the peo-
ple insincere and the practices of
the christian world inconsistent and
unsound guided by the light of
heaven he struck a death blow at
the worship of a bodilessbodil a 88
passionless god which the teateachch
ings of fahefalse priests had erected in
the imagination of thuthe people in
doing so he disturbed a beaffseabea of malice
which since has known no restzest but
though that angry seahea may roll
fierce billows of persecution arleo
cismclam infidelity andabd priestly hypo
chricy must yield for joseph smith
the prophet of the almighty came
as a forerunner and of true
faithfalth in god that cannot be con

it will prevail godsgoda king-
dom will rise and shine they say
weweareare endeavoring to establish a
theocratic government what is
theocracy the kingdom and gov-
ernment of god who will contend
against it will the latter day
saints no it is our duty to con-
tend for it and to assist to build it
up it is a government of purityparity
itii is a government of the people and
for the people it maintains liberty
and right anoanu is always opposed to
oppression and misrule I1 would
likeilke to dwell upon this subject but
time will not permit as I1 desiredesiro to
touch upon another at presentpresents of
deep interestto us

we have been called out from the
nations of the earthear in to serve the
lord comeacome out of herbar luylay peo-
ples that ye be not partakerspar takerstaken of her
sins and that ye receive not of herhet
plagues in this connection I1 de-
sire to touch uponapon a few practices ex-
isting among us that are not pleasing
in the eight of god intemperance
is one of them the uubeusebe of alcohol
the use of intoxicating drinks that
fevers the blood and maddens the
brain incites to binsin debases man
destroys highis better judgment drives
the spirit of god fromnicfrom nis hearlandheartand
renders the daughters of zion un-
safe lain his company what is the
condition of the christian nation in
this respect todayto day two hundred
thousand men and women crowd
the poorhousespoor houses prisons and asylum
of great britain alone seventy five
per cent of them the wretched vic-
tims of alcoholism can we think a
business legitimate andd honorable

that deprives a hundred and fifty
thousand men and women of com-
fortablefor table homes drives tiemthem wild
andan rendstends thethemin as drivelingdravelingdri moesidiots
and hauperspaupers to the asylums and ailsailaalla
of a Ch nation which derives
a revenue from the liquor traffic of

per annum and finds
even that enormous sumeum inadequate
to meet the expenses entailed by
reason of itsita we cannot consla
bently so consider jtit

abideaside from the debauchery
misery ruin and death caused bv

the uheute otof intoxicants the waste in
great britain isin simply startling
seventy nivefive million fc of grain

equal at our present rate of pro-
duction to what utah would yield in
forty years lais annually consumed
in the manmanufacture1 of liquors there
the inhabitants of brilanbritan expend
yearly for intoxicating drinks over

I1 during the past seven
years they have expended for the
bamesame purpose moramore than Buffisufficientclent
to cancel their national debt or buildbuila
a new househoube for every family in the
kingdom and achrol houbouhousealesaes in
which to educate all their children

had the money expended there
for liquor during the past half cencan
turyfury deenbeen ininvestedaeb tedled jnin aveove per centcant
interest bearing securities it would
now be equal to the entire capital
leed wealth of the nation including
her cities railroads ships factories
mines farms fields and gardens
and yet in view of these figures
taken from parliamentary returns
we hearbear of the cry of want and comcorm
plaintsplaines of oppression do the peo-
ple not oppress thenthemselvesneivesnelves in the
uteuse excessive use of things that
weaken and corrupt their bodies and
darkendareen their mindeminds

Is thothe condition of our own nation
inthisin this regard much better but
littlestlittlittielittleleftleitit alpyalay la 1882 according to
official reports the people of the
united statesblates paid nearly twice as
much fortor liquor asa they did torfor
bicad more than the eutlee value
of the products of all our wollen
cotton bomboot and shoe factories anam
amountamoust equal to seventy per cent
of the wages earned luin all the man-
ufacturing institutions of the coun-
try during the same period three
hundred millions of dollardollarssmoramorumore
than was paid for governmentalgovernments
state territorial county city and

taxestabea combined enough to
school the children of a nation num
bering or sixbix times asan
numerous as ouis for the same year

the nation consumes in liquor the
value of all the public undand private
libraries of the country every sixty
daysdayss and spends annually nine
times asaa much for drink as for print-
ing and publishing
nowanuw what can we aybay for the peo
ploPIO of utah in the main they are
temperatetemp erate but there laIs room for
much improvement here I1 have
no means for acquiring exact klikow
ledge from statistics but I1 venture
the assertion that more money laIs
ebent even in utah for alcohol than
laIs expended for the education of our
children or the support of the ter
ritorial government do we not
expend more means in the purchasee
of stimulants than we pay to sus-
tain the church and kingdom of0
GAgod onearth and in doing soBO are we
not though perhaps thoughtlesslythoughtlessjess jj
undermining the virtue orof ouroun lyewye
and the chastity of our girls oodo
not inebriates and harlotsbarlots usually go
hand in hand and saloons and
houmhousea of IIIill repute grow up sidebide by
bideside

had we the means of ascertaining
the facts I1 am satisfiedbattened we should
find that nine out of every tenteu cases
of the lapse of virtue among usns
could be traced to the useute and influxin flu
ence of liquorliguor of some hindkind I1 am ledjed
to this conclusion by positive know
ledge in a few badaad cases that have
come under my personal observa-
tion again the love of liquor
Isia transmissible no man
therefore callcail be a true servant
of god while entailing misfor-
tune and misery perhaps decrepi-
tude and idiocy upon his posterity
if any among us cannot control
their appetite for drink at least let
them not transmit their thirst asaa a
heil tage to their children who
should bobe begotten in purity and
brought forth un trammelled by un-
natural and debasing appetites that
tend to the lustlugt of the flesh A man
addicted to intemperance cannot
subject himself to the will of god
nor cancari be govern hisbis passions to
the sanctification of his body fall-
ing

fail-
ing inhi which hebe cannot reasonably
expect to govern others luin righte-
ousness for their salvation how
then are such worthy to bandbland at
the head of families in zion to me
fewtew sights are more painful than to
bee a borrow stricken wife bending
over the washtubwash tub and working like
a slaveblase to support herself and

children while perhaps her drun
ken husband who warms
hiahla miserable useless body itrita
ouon the sunny bideside of walls frequentilent ayw

frelfreiedad by others of his kind iff vee is fla

could gaze through the I1 EV

eyes down into the pain stricken vuir 0

hearts of such wives and there allais
by

some even in zion of that kindbe IDno

should hardly find a blessing there ifa
for those who liltlift the tempting cup

0 a

to the lips of their fallen huabua bandibandh kit Is true the liquor trammietrammle among ardt

Is regul ted
11I1

U
bKdisposed of generallygem rallyraily under licenselicen pe

11irbut that doesdees not mukemake it an honor ritetaable business nor does it in any giogicyI1way soBO far as I1 can seatseetee restrict the t 1 i

evils that follow its useuee to reguregil
late and licenselicence the manufacture
and indiscriminateindisindle Criminate sale of shielrywhisk
may in bomesome places be a inn b
and unavoidable evil but suchbuch lailahawl gnitQ
asaa moral and reformatory agenda gdread
have certainly provenproven failures the d at61
poor halflaif starved children depratdepray vilIII1 ied men and ruined women thattbt or
nightly visit the gin palaces of inn
don liverpool new york chicago
and other great cities aptak

of lailurelaflureraijai lureJure the crowded
prisons poor houses insane asylumsasyl ume cu
testify orof failure abeahe gambler who

to forgery as a meansmean with
which to retrieveleveluve his fortune the
flotot that wallows in the gutter and aitoror
blasphemes the name of god the st-raying kiskinmaniac whose reason drink
has dethroneddethroner the murderer thokho th

usacbs
haatook the life of blahla brother whilenawhwhileilelain 1 1

and dies with a cunecurecurelopeupbupDP re
on hiahish lips as hebe falls through tath hedherltrap of thuthe gallows all testify ofofatv fifthwoe utter failure and irreparableK ir joJ 0
wrought by the ubeuse of alcohol DM61 3 nnant
easy of access by the regul atlow d n
let me in the name of the urdlord iostosbostt

urge the balsal ts to abstain from lweits leoj
use it weakens the body and im piatplat
pairs the mind when the highest ostoat i

ordenorder ot physicalphphI excellence lais re er ttscience itto ubeuye blebiemenaen trained for gilreat bodily effort aehh
and long endurance are forced to be byhiitemperate or be defeated those itry
who compete for collegiate we
honors understand the grmurn ndenue
perance in view otof thebethese facter vee nelder elighnigh priest or seventy who ubalamtlaIs addicted to the use of liquor k eona on
unfit to perform the labotslabois which 1 thhgod requires olof him Is it waswaa
possible that wetre as elders of dent
israel at home and abroad cannot hav
see the results of thebethese do akisahi
we not know that like begets ilklik id
do we not know that men whomwhose lopiop
blood laIs fevered and whose judtJudg f KElct
ment Is blinded are notnoi nitfit to was lajet

and replenish not ntrit to bebl itetanian
that holy law of matrimony leysbeytley s
dalbed and made sacred by the A e recree
mighty let the world talk about dayi
and deride the institution of celceiceibacelea good

marriage what concerns a isel
more in utah is the fact that then d an
are not men enough who undundokUraurar c
stand the laws of life and who sorgborg
stand purepare and holy upon the hlebhigi ylalia 1

er basis of that sacred law to tbe neloaselo
come tho husbands of all the puriapan e hvha
and today marriageable wamen holhoiol01 wwt
zion godgoa foresaw what thethelira i deac
lions would do we were told afiw
berday by elder erastusarastus snow yc
men of great influence in the mut
were p caching the doctrine sarebareare
man limitationRini tation which leads tstal prin
murder and yet these terteiledljedi
men will preach morality toduda
you and me while killing a3 hahat
their own offspring and wgurr fatvat
ing others to do it they tell naals we een
ah allhii not obey the laws attea

to Inincreasecreme 1E saybay ve vill had
andaud upon natural principleprinciples upa beaibeal
cieclenUno principles the boy a
girls who live according to the laet b
of the lord will become the hesihead ovovi
and not the foot they will havy ppt
stronger bodies stronger 1I ahw w
andana by the force of the survival eail
the fittest as will eventual IMhat
under the direction of diTl Biordiortorfor
revelation govern the affairs rtthe world it has been krospipos
predicted god has decreed it wtwb ave
will prevent it let us therethenefoo arpp I1

unite in turning dtourr facesfacessees agagabiagahiadlea
a 08

the evil practices so prevalent in INtill R

world let us begin to underunderstandsw thaibhaisi
and live according to the laws llla 8

nature realizing that salbaithereof bring penalties which sont alnain
times are transmittedtran emitted to the third

11
larrt

fourth generation in the trw
I1

t
of1 0

mission of life god has devolld
upon his creations the highest ariaddas v

r a8
most delicate functionfunctions and chichi will

if abused entail misery and ofteote mt
I1 b
attetpremature death god hashab BK

glory in the perpetuation of boraka
with wonder and admiration vi
behold life everywhere we pegeeg it teeieejabeed

1

a in the vegetable trigtiit
elc

and breathing in the animal oreaorga 11

lions cut down and trample un gtanclanci

der foot the noxious weed and yet 111101

by the law that governs its indrea at


