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 DISCOURSE

[LOER HOSES. THNTGHER,

Delivered in the Large Tabernacle,
Salt Lake City, Salurday,
afternoon, Apré 7th, (An-
nual Conference) 1883,

I feel very gratetul indeed for the
happy and peaceful circumatanoces
with which we are surrounded this
day, and I cannot helprealizing how
different they are to those which
surroundud us s year ago. The pres-
sure from the onteide world at that

time was very great, and the power
of him who has been mn oppressor
from the beginning was exerclsed
througbout tnis nation for the hort
of the Church ot Jesus Christ of
Latter~day Baints. But when perils
have threatened we have learned to
appeal to the invisible forces of
heaven against the visible forces of
sarth, and in no age of the worla
with which { am acquainted haa the
right ever failed to eucceed if those
whno maintained it were directed,
sustained and upheld by the Wer
of God-our eternai Father. hen
men make it thelr special miseion to
contend against this great work,

they do not realize that God s a| to

power, they cannot comprehend
that exercias of faith that turns
sslde the phafts of ‘our enemies and

delivers n# from the emares which

shrewd politiclans and wicked and

ungodly. priests Iay to entrap the
people. How well 1 recollect a con-
versation I had about a yearago
with a very thoughtlul man,
a man connected with the
Church, but who &t times la
given to view things from the na.

tural -standpoint. It was shortly
atter the arrival of the Commis-
sioners who came to Utah to admin-
ister the provisions of the Edmunds
law. Thia brother was not ignorant
of the exeriions which had been
made throughout the Union to ze-
oure the ensctment of that and
other proscriptive messures, nor was
he ignorant of 1he intent of leading
politicians in the Republicun party
to forge chains with which to binu
us, wihile depriving us of our liber-
ties, He understood full well the
means which had been ueed; he was
not ignorant of the fearful waves of
prejudios which had swept every
Hiate in the Union. Realizing what
the intentions of the wicked were,
and undersianding the mighty
power of a mighty nation, he felt
evxerclsed mnd deeired to know ir
something could not be dons to
compromise the question; in other
words; 1f it was not poseible to sub-
mit to the President and Cabinet
certaln propositions’ by whlich the
people might be enabled to maintain
their (rights and ibertles. I have
not forgotien what my reflections
were while llstening to his remarka,
and I remember the reply whica I
was led to make. It was this: ¥We
have been gathered from the na-
tions of the earth. We came to
these mountains to serve God with-
ont respect to the thoughts or suf-
rages of other people. We ¢ame
here to malntaln liverty of con-
science and fre dom of worihip, the
provisions: of the Counstitation ot
our common country, and not to
compromise them upon any terms
whatever, that I knew of no earthly
wisdom upon which we coald salely
rely in maintaining those rights;
that if the religious, political and
social affairs of the people were glven
over to the management of & han-
dred of the wisest uninspired men
to be found in Zion, they would ut-
terly fail to accomplish the purposes
of od, though they raight in their
efforta to please man, sacrifice Uberty
and the freedom of consclence, vio-
late the sacred provisions of the
Conatitotion, and make those whom
they sought to serve pliant slaves,
nnworthy of the blessings whioch of
right belopg to a free people; that
the adoption of such & policy wonld,
within six months, place us in snch

a condltion of confusion and misery

that God alone could relieve our dis-
tress; that if, on the other hand, we
would exercise faith in Him, live
out religton, be prayerful and bam-
bie, He would bring us off, as He
has done many times before, victo-
rious.”” Can We noi ses how the
Lord has stayed the passions of men
and made their wrath to praise
Him? Let us reflect'apon the differ-
enoe between the power execrcised
by the great leading light of the Re.
publican perty during the passage
of the Edmunds bill in the Benate of
the United Btates a little over a year

ago, aod the exercise of the infin-

ence of the eame man B year later,

Benator Edmunds, when he fmnt

called ap his bill was in the Serate
almost enpreme. By the power of
his intellect and the flerce invective
of his tongue he ruled, as ft were,
abeolnte master, and hie bill, uncon-
stitutional snd usnjuost, pasced the
Senate with but little oppoeilion.
Few ststesmen cared then to men-
sure armeé with him, but matk the
result when God did so & year later.

Had the faith of this pecple
chapged? Did we believe more in
the Iaws of God in March 1882 1han
wedid in March 18837 Certainly
not. Why then was Benator Ed-
munda unable to earry out his views
and measures regarding this people
in the latter as he had Bucuceed:d in
doing in the former year? Becsus:
God is a force In this world and 11a
aflairs, whether men acknowledge it
or not, His power always has been,
and always will be greater than
man’s power.

Men may think what they plesse
and sneer at what they may be
Pleased to call fansticlam, but this

know, shame and confuosion was
the part of Benator Edmunds when,
after six hours valn endeavor to
force the passage of another Infa-
mous meapure agsinst us, he stood
up In the Benate and confesced thet
he conld eee by the Tuling of the
presiding officer, and by the votes of
hia opponents, that It was impoeeible
carry the measure which he had
in hand, and therefore moved for an
adjournment. Was his defeat,
chagrin and shame accomplished by
the witdom of man? We think not
We at least are wililng, ss we al-
‘ways bave been, toascknowledge the
bhand of God in these things. God
not only holds the destinles of na-
tions jn His hande, but He holds
aleo the destiny of. individnal man
Hecan humble those who mesasure
arms with Him, as ‘He has done
many times in the past. We fear
not the power, nor do we gloat over
the fali of man, public or private,
but we have learned hy experience
that when they rize rp and contena
agalnst this peopie and the princl-
ples of liberty and right, God marks
them, and thelr course thenceforth
in not upward but downward,
In March, 1882, when fn Washing-
ton, D. C., In company with other
brethren, visiting Brother George
Q. Cannop, then our honored deje:
gate, I remember the sentiments
exprested by some membera of the
Republican party. They would
come rlv-taﬁv and say: ‘We view
this bill—referring to the Edmnnds
bill—as infamouns in its measures;
we can see that it 1s wnconati-
tutional, that it peeks to rob a
whole people of thelr political rights.
But our profession is that of politics;
we have no other business; and nu-
merous petitions are coming here
daily from oar constituents, praying
us, commanding us,to pass some Jaw
for the suppression of **Mormon-
jam.” Now what shall we do? If
we comply not with their demands
our constituents will, at future elec-
tions, rejeci us at the poils.” Was
not & eimilar argument used by the
Jews when they said, *If we leave
him alone he will take away cunr
place and nation?” Fearing that,
they crucifled fm, and what was
the resnlt? The very thing they
soaght to save was that which was
speedily lost, When weighed in
the balance they werefound cor
rupt, cruel, vindictive, murderoue;
unable to maintain principle,defend
Juatice or do what they knew to be
right. A disposition to oppress
swayed their hearts and tyrauny
marked their actions to such an eox-
tent, that (God rejected them r» &
people, ecattered to the four winds
and mads of them, in the midst of
natione, s hlss and by word.

In this counection Jet =any
one who feels dlsposed, (ake
the ins and frouble to look

over the Congressional Reoord and
see how those who were willing to
ascrifice principle at the sbrine of
everything that was wrong, willing
to sacrifice the liberties of a people
poor and oppressed; examine and
see how many of that character
have been returned. Have not more
than fifty per cent, of them beex re-
Jected at the pools? Ask the demo
crits how this haa come about, and
why it has 0ome about, and ‘they
cahinot tell you. Ask the repnbii-
cane and they cannot tell you. But
ask God, who holds the destinies of
natlons and peoples in his band,and
He can tell yon. On the other hand
examine the record of those who
fearlessly stood wp in defense of
Constitutional Iberty, maiutained
Inviolate their oath of office, sus-
tained the right, and were frue to
themselves. They too fell the pres-
sure of priestly intlamed public sen-
timent, but bowed not to ils tyran-
nical demands. They too realized

the dangers aud perils that might

beswt thelr efforts for future recogni-
tion a4 the polis, bnt having moural
courage they planted thewszelves on
gringiple, not prejadice, and thelr
conslituente, in s great messure,
bave epdoreed their policy and eus-
tained their herofc conduect. If I
have been correctly informed, s
much greater percentage of those
who sustained right on the “Mor-
mon’ question 1 the 47th, bave

been returned to the  48th
Congress, than of those who
pursued the opposite policy.

We shonld entertain no fesr of men
or nationa, for they cannot prevent
e Almighty from accompliching
His purposes or bringlng to paas His
Jdecrees. History, so far as [ have
keen ahle o trace, no wiiere recoids
succe:8 pained by hatred and perse-
cution over men pledged to princi-
ple, jusiice and troth.

Mens ccovictions, religious be-
liefs and just religious practioes can-
not be persecuted out of them. The
nearest approach to succees in this
direction was, perhaps, the mas-a-

cre of Bt. Bartholomew in France,
wherein seventy thoussnd cefense-
less Huoguenote perished miserably,
victims of the malice and cruelty of
Roman Catholioiem,

That shocking butchery of mern,
women and cllidren was nicsced
in by Charles 1X, then King of
France, and when his ally Phllip
11i, or ®pain heard of it he laughed,
the only time he was Enown to
laugh n  hiz life. Ths FPope
of Roms illuminated the eferna:
oity, caused medula Lo be struck off,
wass o ve performed, and named
Charles “‘the deienuer of the faith,”
in commemoration of those horrid
deeds of blood and misery.

Notwithstanding the Pontifieal
approval Destowed upon the king
for that scventy thousand-fold
murder he was (ill his death daliy
and nightly haanted by the thuught
of his vietims until his misery and
remorse cal-ed, it is said, diops of
blood 10 ouze Lhrough the pores of his
skin. Thruvogh these crueltica the
uuguenot received a fearful shock,
but the consciousness of men con-
tinued to assert independence and
the right to worzbip (God untram-
trammeled continued to grow. The
freedom we now enfoy 18 but the

fruit of the sirugule Ior right,
which persecution uftimately soiid-
ifled, united and made etrong in
tbe broad, deep foundatioun of the
freest nation oo’ earth; thereby pre-
paripg the way for the missivn of
Joseph the Prophet. Mueh improve-

and (ends them as drivellng idiora
and paupers to the asyloms and jatls
of a Chretlan nation, which derives
arevenue from the liguor trafflc of
$150,000,000 per annum, and finds
even thatenormous sum inadeguate
to meet the expenses entatled by
reaeon of ila us? We cannot consis.
tently so consider it.

Aside from the debauchery,
mieery, raip and death caus-d by
the nre 0of intoxicanis the waste In
Great Britain is slmply startling.
Seventy-five million 1:ushels of grain
—equal at our present rate of pro-
duction to what Utabh would yield in
forty yesrs—is aopnually consumed
in the manufacture of liguors there.
The iuhabitants of Britajn expend
yeatly for Intoxicating drinks over
$610,000,000. During the past seven
Yyears they have expended for the
eame purpose more than sufficient
to cancel their natjonal debi, or buily
a new house for every family in the
kingdom, snd echool-hon:ea in
which to educate ali their ehildren.

Hsad the woney expended there
tor liguor during the psst half cen
tory uveen fnvested in five per cent.
intereat bearing securities, it would
now be equal to the entire capital-
ieed wealth of the nation, including
her cities, railroads, ehips, factorles
mines, farme, flelde and gardens.
And, yet In view of tbese figures,
taken from parijamentary retornas,
weo hear of the cry of want and com
plainta of oppression. Do the peo-
ple not oppress themereives in the
use—exce Bive use of things that
weaken and corrupt their bodies and
dar&en their mmds?

Is the condition of our own natjon

———=
that deprives a hondred and ﬁrlylchlldren, while perhaps her drup.
tbourand wen and women of com- ! ken
fortable homes, drives them whd, |

=

husband, who Warm,
his miserable, ueelesas bogy
on the punny side of walle frequent.
ed by othera of his kind. lf w,
could gaze through the sorrowiy
eyee down Into the pain-stricke
bearts of such wiver—aund theie ay
eome even In Zion of that Kind—wy
should hardly find a blessing ther
for thoee who it the tempting cop
to the lpa of their fallen husbands
It §s true the liquor traffi¢, among
QObristiane, is regul .ted by Jaw ang 2
disposed of gencrally under license,
but that dces not muke it an honer-
able hueiness, nor does it in any
way, 8o far as | can eee, restrict thy
ovils that follow its uze. To rege .+
ute and llocnee the manufactars Pt
aud Indiscriminate sale of whicky |y,
may, In some places, be & DeCeruary 3 }
and unavoldable evil, but such laws 015
se moral and reformatory sgencla ponc
have cortainly proven fallures. The 4 s
poor, kalf-sterved children, deprayv- ;1
ed men, and ruined women thM .,
nightly vlsit the gin palaces of Liop.
don, Liverpool, N-w York, Chicagg,

and other great oities, ppeak unmus-

takabiy of lll'sum.l The crowded
prisons, poor-houses, insane asy|
testify of fallure. The gamb]eru;';:;
1esorts to forgery a8 a mesus with
which to reirleve his fortune, the |
sot that wallows in the gutter ang #or
blasphemes the name of God, the 43
raving maniac whoss reason drigk s
has dethroned, the murderer why h s
took the life of bia brother whilen. 4
toxicated and djes with a coren ., ,
on hin lips as be falls through ty pe,
trep of the gallows, ail teelify of b i n
woe,utter fallire and irreparshlefs | 3¢
wrought by the use of aicohol, msy i -
H

in thls regard muoch better? Bat
little it avy. In 1882, accordipg to
official “reporis, the poopls ‘of the
United Biatea paid nearly twice as
much for liquor as they did tor
biead. More than the ewtire value
of the produocts of all our wollen,
cotton, boot and shoe faclories, An
amouut equal to seveniLy per cent.
of the wages earned in &1! the man-
afacturing institutions of the coun-
try, during the same period, Three
hundred mtillons of dollars, more

ment had been made, but in relig.
lous matters Joseph found the pee-
ple lnsincere and the practices of
the Christian world inconsistent and
ansound, Guided by the light of
heuven he struck a death blow at
the 1doiotroua worsbip of a bodiless,
passionless God which the teach-
1ngs of falke priests had erected in
the imaginatlons of ths people. In
doing so he disturbed a aca of malice
which since has knowu no ress. But

though that angry sea may roil
flerce billows o persecution, skepti-
clam, infidelity and Friestly hy po-
cricy must yield, for Joseph Buith,
the Piophet of the Almignty, came
as a forernnner and teacher of true
fatth in God that cannot be oon

quered; it will prevail, God” king-
dom will rise and shine, They azy
we are endeavoring to estabiieh a
theocratic government. What is
theceracy? The Ekmgdom and gov.
ernment of God, Who will contend
againsy ft—will the Latter-day
Saints? No. It our daty to econ-
tend for 1t, and to assist to build it
up. Itis a goveromient of parity.
[y is a government of the people,and
for the people; it maintalns Hoerty
and right, anu is aiways opposed to
ojppressaon and misrole. I would
lize to dwell upon this subjeet, but
time wiil not permit, ne 1 desire to
touch upon another at present, of
deep Interest to us.

We have been called out from the
nDations of the earth te serve the
Lord. *Come out of her, wy peo-
pl-; that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye recelve not of her
plagues,” In this conneclion I de-
sire to touch npon a few practices ex-
isting among ua that are not pleasing
in the sight of God, Intemperance
is one of themj; the mse of alcohol,
the use of intoxicating drinks that
fevers the blood and maddena the
brain, ineites to sin, debases man,
destroys hia betier judgment, drivea
the Bpirit of God from his heart,and
renders the daughters of Ziop un-
safe in his company. Whadt is the
condition of the Christian nation in
thia respect to-dsy? Two bhundred
thousand men and women crowd
the poorhouses, prisons and asylumes
of Great B:itain alone. Beventy-five
per cent. of them the wretoched wic-
tima of alcoholism. Can we think a

business legitimate and hongrable

thau wss paid for Governmental,
state, territorial, county, oity and
achool taxes combined. Enongh to
aschool the children of anation num-.
berlng 300,000,000, or six times as
nomerous a5 oris for the same year.

The natlon consumes in liquor the
value of all the publio und private
libraries of the country every sixty
days, and epends aunually nine
tlmes a8 much for drink as for print-
g and pubilshing.
Now what can we eay for the peo-
plo of Utah? In the maiu they are
temperate, butthere is room for
much improvement. Here, I have
no means for acgniring exact kuow
ledge from statistics, but I venture
the assertion that more money I
aspent even in Utah for alecohol than
is expended for the education of our
children, or the suppors of the Ter
ritorial goverument. Do we not
expend more means in the purcha-e
of stimulants than we pay to sue-
tain the Church and Kingdom ol
Gudonearth? And in doing so are we
not, though perhaps thoughtlessly,
undermining the virtae or our buye,
and the chastity of our grrls? Do
not Inebristes and harlots usually go
band in hand, and saloons and
houses of ill repute grow up slde by
side? P

Had we the meaus of ascertaining
the facts 1 am sstlefied we shouM
find that nine out of every ten cases
of the lapse of virtue among us,
could be iraged to the nee and influ-
ence of ligucr of some kind [ am led
to this concluzion hy positive know
ledge in & few sad cases that have
come under my personal observa-
tion. Again, the love of -lignor
is transmisaivle, No man,
therefore, caii be a true eervant
of God while entailing misfor-
tune aund misery—perhaps decrepi-
tude and ldlocy upon his posterity,
Ifany among us cannot control
their appetite for drink, at least let
them not iransmit their thirst sa s
heiitage to their chlidren, who
shouid be begoiten 1n purity ana
brought forth untrammelled by un-
natoral and debasing appetites that
tend to the lust of the flash. A man
addicted to intemperance cannot
subject himself to the will of God,
nor can be govern hia paselons to
the sanctificatiun of his body, fail-
ing in which he capnot reasensbly
expect to govern otbers fu righte-
ousness for their salvation. ow
then, sre auch worthy to s'and at
the head of families in Zion ? To me
few sights are more painful than to
s€e A vorrow atricken wule bending
over the wash-tub and working lLike

a slave to sapport hersel! and

essy of mccess by the reguiatiousd
law. i
Let me, in the name of the Lond, ost
urge the Bal :ts to abatain from ita
wgse, It weakens the body andim- pla
paire the mind. When the highest ot
order of physical excellence is re- er,-
quired, science terdicta ita um bl
Men traloed for great vodily effort w b
and long endurance are forced to be ha
temperate or be defeated. Thase 1uy
whocompete for collegiate or literary e
bonors understand the valoeo! tem pis
rance, Iu view of theae facia,the e
ﬁlder, High Priest or - HBeventy wht gpa;
s addioted to the use of liqaor i ¢ o
nnft to perform the labors whith §, e
God requires of Him., Is Il was
possible that we as KEiders of dugs
lareel, at home and abroad, cannol hay
see the results of these Lhings? Do aie
we not know that like begets liked 1g,
Do we not know that men whi oy
blood is fevered and whowe judg ruL.
ment is blinded are not fis to mik e
tiply and replenish, not fit to bek it azg
that holy law of matrimony® ley,s
dained and muade sacred by the &k ¢ rec
mighty? Let the world talk abal day
and deride the institution of celes good
tial marriage., What concerna mase]
more in Utah is the fact that thend xn
ale not men enough who undetwmr! |
atand the laws of life, and whidorg
stand pare and boly upon the highiis .:
er basis of that sscred law to beDsele
come the busbands of all the puts® ha
and to-day marr:ageable women 8 ©l &
Zion. God foresaw what theh: tes
tone would do. We were told ye 80 w;
terday by Elder Erastus S8now \\m", X
men of great influence Iz 1he wotk Muj

were preaching the doctrine of ht® are
msn Hmitation which leads ta Prir
murder. And yet these veffired
men will preach morality wi

you and me. While killing ? b
thelr own offspring and @@ Yot
ing others to do it they tell us we dec;,
shull not obey the laws of God pet-Bleg
taining to fnoreate. I say we will bae
And upon natural prinefple?, up Fea.
eclentific principles. The boys anifave
girla who live according to the awdot
of the Lord will become the hes! oy
and not the foot. They will have¥ ri;
stronger bodies, stronger mindBh w
and by the force of the “survivald®d s
the- ~ fAlteet,” wil), eventualf bay
under the direction of divie® for
revelalion, governthe affaira #1euf
the world. It has been YO8
predicted, God has decreed it, wi.*¥®
will prevent 1? Let us thereftd "F:
uoite in turning oLr faces agalh B:
the evil practioes so prevalent jn " -
world. Let us begin to underatlﬂ“'ha-
and live scoordiug to the lawsdy
natore, realizing that viclatio Eof‘,(_
thereof bring penaltles which some a“n
times are transmitted to the thirdd,” ®rs
fourth generaiion. In the tmst f ¢
mission of lite God has devale, ©
upon Hiz creations the highest @8 -
most delicate functions, and whic il
if abused, entail misery and ofie s
premature desth. God ha HE - ©
glory in the perpetuation of ik 40
With- wonder and admiration W L:;t‘
behold Mfe every where, We seo If |
struggling in the vegetable kingdo® |, oS
aud bresthing in the apimalcrs g’“l
tions. Cut down and trample ol . h%
der foot the noxious weed and el Y

by the Jaw that governa its increase the



