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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

1
eved us rapidly along the road to the
consummation devoutly to be wished as
1s posslble under all 1he clrcumstances.

BETRANGE EVENTH.

The ‘‘News” recetily publisbed a
brief paragraph relating to a strapge
freak of Illghtming In Obhlo. It was

Iven In & seml-humorous way be-
ga.u-se. as It seemed at the time, the
mory was qulte Improbable. It js not
related in that veln hy the man who
clafms to have had the experlence,
however, whose name {3 Willlam Arndt
and who resides in Van Wert county
In that state. It 18 altogether about as
strange and incomprehensible & thing
a8 has been recorded in late years.
According to his statements the events
took place one day in August last. A
thunder storm had passed gver just be-
fore nioon and the clouds had broken
up and mearly =all dlspersed to the
sourthward. The sum was shining
brightly and all uneasiness relating to
the stormn had passed with it, when all
at once a terrific clap of thunder oc-
curred and the earth 'trembled as If In
the throes of amw earthquake., Mr.
Arndt had a flock of forty sheep a
short distance away in a pasture and
they had huddled together under a big
maple tree In the fleld while the rain
was falllng. They were gl there
when the great thunderclap broke the
stiliness succeeding the sborm. Elgh-
teen of the sheep were black. He found
that every one &f them had been kllled
hy the strange lightning, while not ome
of the other sheep was Injured. Each
dead sheep had & round hole In the
back of Its neck, around which the
wool was burned away. The kililng of
the eighteen hlack sheep was the ex-
tent of the damage done on his farm,
but on an adjolning farm a flock of
sheep was standing In a clrele, and
every rsheep on the outside row was
killed, twenty In all. None of the rest
was hurt. On another farm a fiock of
sheep, among which was a big black
ram, the only black one in the flock,
was In a pasture., huddled about the
big ram. The ram was found dead in
the fleld with a burned hole In his neck,
and his black fleece had been turned
a8 white by the shock as that of any
sheep In the flock,

As If to add to this chapter of
phenomena, it is related that on an-
other farm some two mniles away. there
were six horsea in a barn, stamdlng in
a row. The horse nearest one end of
the barn and the third and fifth horses
in the row were killed by the same
shock; the chaln of the slxth horse
was mekted and fused into a solld
mass, and metal elsewhere was siml-
larly treated, bul there was no mark to
show where the Ilghtning entered.
While we may mot be s0 much mysti-
fled at llghtning out of & clear sky just
after a heavy storm—hecause perhaps
of the elements of which the fluld Is
formed having remalned in the afr
efter the storm passed—how are we top
account for s0 much apparently Intel-
ligent dlmcrimination being practlced
by the fantastlc destrover? It 1Is a
question for the sclentists bo answer
and to them it i respectfully referred.

PRESIDENT McKINLEY'S POLIOY.

Pf'esldent McKinley, In his speech at
the Juhllee banquet at Chicago on
Wednesday, Oct. 20, emphasized that
the war with Spain was commenced
solely for the purpose of puttlng an
end to oppression In Cuba. He also
beld that 1n our present situatlon
duty alone should polnt out our reapon-
albllitles. He sald:

“The war with Spain was undertaken

not that the United States should In-

of this world, going back not only hun-

creagse tts territory, hut that oppression dreds but thousands of years, there is

at wour very doors should be stopped,
This noble sentiment must contlinue ta
animate us, and we must give to the
w'orld the full demvonstration of the sin-
cerity of our purpose. * * * Terri.
torial expansion is not alone and al-
ways necessary to national advance-
ment. There must be A constant move-
ment toward a higher and nobler elvili-
zation, a civillzation that shall make
Its conquests withvout reaort o war and
achleve its greatest victorles pursuing
the arts of peace. In Qur present situ-
atlon duty and duty alone should prea
scribe the boundary o©f our respohsi-
bilitles and the scope of our undertak-
ings.”

In this he will have the hearty sup-
port of the great majority of the peo-
ple. It became our duty to respond
to the appeal of oppressed Cuba, and
duty alone will dlctate our future
course, now that victory has been won.

A GODLESS AUE.

The author of “Life Wlithout a Maa-
ter” makes the following observations
relative to the Christianity of the
Lresent age:

“80 far as Europe and America are
concerned, this ls emphatically a god-
leps age. Such enlightened oountries
as France and Germany make scarccly
any pretenslons in the way of Christi-
anity, and as far as America is con-
cerned, her efforts In the same depart-
ment are largely made up either of
pretense or show. The Christian peo-
ple, so-called. of the present century
have only one day to devote to rellgion
—and only a small portion of the day

t, Buslneas takes pecedence
over everything of a devotlonal char-
acter, and what iittle therc is done in
that line Is left chiefly to women and
children, Grown-up men have no time
to waste for such purposes—unless it
be when they have retired from busi-

'#8 pursuits, or when, on account of

"ing health, they expect to survive
but a short time. Buslness men seldom
have time even to pray, especially so
long as mattera go along prosperously
with them. They might crll upon
God for belp in case of a cyclone or
rome Other desperate emergency, but
except under such rare conditions as
these, they feel that they have no oc-
easion for the Intercession even of the
Supreme Belng. People have gradu-
ally drifted, for a hundred years or
more, Into a very worldly way-, , Indeed,
ever since the advent of that vallant
and noble defender of the cross, Martin
Luther, rellgious eentiment has heen
more or less on the decline. Martin
meant it all right enough—no hetter
Christian man than he has ever lived,
provided we measure hls conduct en-
tirely by his own atandard. Martin
only Intended to introduce some im-
provements in theology, hut as a direct
result of his teaching, Christlantty
was cut loose from its moorings and
It has been drifting ever since, As
Itng as the pope and the priesta were

'wed to decide what the people
should helieve and what not, things
went along smoothly and pleasantly
enough, but when people were Elven
the Bibile to read, and they were al-
lowed to construe Its Pagsages accord-
ing to thelr own individual Interests
or fancy, esnfusion followed, and mat-
ters have heen growlng worse ever
since— or in other words, fatth In the
Bible and its teachings hag been grow-
ing weaker and weaker from dey tn
day down to the present time.

“But this godlessness of our age I3 de.
cldedly phenomenal. In the nhlstory

‘no record of anything like it

Even
today, outside of Europe and Anerica,
the case i3 entlrely different. The
Mohammedans who are spread over
Asia and Afriea In such immense num-
bers, are emphatically a devotional
people. They believe in @God, and
therefore they worship Him-—they wor-
ship Him not only daily but hourly.
The same is true of the Chinese and of
the native people of India—though. of
oourse, their idea of God 18 not like
ours. But It is well to bear in mind
that when the quantity of religion ia
80 excessive, the quality is apt to be
inferior.”

BUNDAY SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN.

Arrangements have been made for
the establishment of A Sunday school
kindergarten training school in connec-
tlon with the Latter-day Saints’ col-

lege, in thls clty. The moavement s
worthy of all encourugemenﬁ im-
portance of klndergarten infant
classes In the Sunday school cannot be
overestimated. The directing of the
manifold activities of 1ittle children
is one of the most diMcult taaks of the
teacher. It requires some degree of
patural aptitude, and conslderable
special training. The object of ithis
trajning jis to enable the teacher to
direct the spontaneous activities of the
child, so as to avoid waste and frictton,
every motion and word having Its full
meaning. This wlll be found partleu-
larly valuable in the Sunday school, for
the religiour element naturally enters
imto kindergarten work. By no other
method can Impliclt faith mnd oconfi-
dence in God be so well Inculecated in
the minds of chlidren.

We therefore commend the kinder-
garten traiming class to the favorahle

attention of Sunday school officers
throughout this Stake. Every effort
should be made to foster it. We think

no ward in the Stake can well afford
not to be represented In the clnss,

CAPYT., KSTOVER DEAD.

A long and eventful career was that
of David B. Stover, who rellnquished
thig life at an early hour thils murping,
He has been a continuous resident of

Ytah for m greater length of time than
many men and women who were horn
here and have good-sized families of
their own in our midst. He meade his
Bdvent with the comymand of Colonel
Connor, of the California and Nevada
volunteers, as chlef quartermaster, jn
1863, at which time he wagy gZetting
along toward middie age, being about
forty vyears old. He was mustereqd
out in %66 and went to mining shortly
after, making Stockton, Tooele county,
his headquarters and where he re-
mained until a few months ago, when
he moved to thig clty. His mining ex-
plotts were not highly suceessful and
the end found the ¢ld veteran as he
had lived for many years, In indigen;
circumstuanees.

Captaln Stover received his commis-
sion as such from President Lincaoln,
but he had previously been a lleuten-
ant in the Amerlean army of invasion
and conquest of Mexico. He could Te-
late off-hand more Interesting reminis-
cences of that struggle than are found
in any history of it, and do It much
more entertainingly. To hearr him
speaking of events of the Mexican war
as though they had occurred last month
or last year and reflect that It took
place more than half a century ago.
while the narrator was gtill a fairly
actlve man whose real and apparent



