RELIGIODUS.

Sunday Services.

Religivus services were held at the
Pabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
May 8rd, 1891, comtmencing at 2p.m ,
President Angus M. Cannon presiding.

The choir anl congregation sang
the hymno commencing:

The Spirit of God like & fire 18 burning!

The latter-day glory begins to come forth.

Prayer was offered by Eider Edward
Btevenson,

The cholr rang the hymn:
Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,
Utiered or unexpressed.
The Priesthood of the First Ward

officiated in the administration of the
Sacrament.
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was called to address to congregation,
He gaid that among the many scenes
which were peculiarly striking in the
career uf the Lord Jesus Chriat there
wasoue which always made an eapecial
lmpress on upon his mind. The de-
Eerption of It was recorded in the first
chapter of the Acts of the A pusiles,
fromn which he uroposed to rend.” [tocs
curred sotne forty days after Jesug had
risen from the dead, duripng whieh
time, we were ioformed, He had
been teaching His diseijles of thinga
congeruing the Kingdom of heaven.
Fowards the conchusion of that very
important era in His minislry, He
gathered thiose who believed on Him
upon thie Mountof Olives, and they put
to Him on that ocession this guestion.
“Wilt Thou at this thine restore again
the kingdom unto [srael?’”’ Ty this
Jesum replied:

It is not for yoit to know the times or
the peasona, which the Father bath pnt
v His own power.

But ye shail receive power, after that
the Holy Gbost is come upnn you; and
ge sball be withesses unto me both in

erusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and nnto the uttermost part of
the earth.

And when He bad spulien theseihings
while they beheld, He was taken up; an
a clond received Him out of their sight.

And while they looked stecadfastl
toward heavenas He went up, beholdy;
two men stood by them in white apparel;

Which also maid, Ye men of Galites,
why stand Jye gazing up into beaven?
This same Jesus. which is taken up from
you into heaven shall so come in like
manner a8 ye have seen Him go into
heaven,—(Acts i, 7—11.)

Lt seemed to him that amoug all the
promises which the Lord had made
unto those who believe »n His name,
there was not vue capable of giving
more comfort or more satisfaction to
the Christian thau this. It was looke |
upoin a8 a gloripus hope among the
privileged Bainte; and he helieved it
Wae B0 even yut among those who had
implleit {aith ande¢ contilence in the
promises of God.

From time to time in Christian na-
tions this guestion of the t:torn of the
Messlal: was avitated, Times were net
for the event to oceur. They had beeu
in the pust. Hesaw by the newspapers
of lasl evening that they were in the
present; and he presumed that in the
fiture others would nrise who would
undertake to fix the date of that great
éven{—nolwithstanding the fact that
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the Lord Jesus Christ dezlared that it

was not for men to know the times nor
| the seseons, which Guod had reperved
unto Himself, and which He would
only reveal at His own good pleasure.
But apart from any consideration of the
time when or the place where this
event wan toocecur, he believea it to be
the most glorious hope that the Chris-
tian had that the Lord Jesus Chriat,
who once ministered ainong men Inthe
flesh, would return to the. earth and
bless it again with His presence.

He took it that no truth, no prouiise,
was po frequently alluded to in the
writings of the inspired Apostles as
this subject of the Mesviah’s return.
Particulariy was this the caze in the
writings of the Apostle Paul. In writ
ing to the Baints of Thessalonia he
used this language:

For if e believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also which sleep
tn Jesum will God bring with him.

TFor this we say unto yon by the word
of the Lord,that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are aslegp.

For the Lord himselt shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: aund the dead in Chbrist shall rise
first.

Then we which are alive and remain

in the cloud-, lo mees the Lord in the
air; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.—('Thessalonians iv, 14-17.)

Now, vaul spmetimes u ed the rites
of the churches, and =aid to them iu
the course of his instructions, [ wive
this 88 my judgment.”’ He was houest
enough to do that when not cer ain
that he war prompted by the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost. But in this
instance he emphatieally said that
whit he now wrote was * y the wurd
of the Lord.*’ .

We might continue to read passage
after passage which emphatieally sct
forth that the Lord Jesus Christ
would return to the earth. We wath-
ered, too, one other fact from the read-
ing of these last passages—that He
would come to reward his Saints, to

‘| inaugurate, doubtless, the resurrection

from the dead, and to punirh the un-
ﬁodly. This was in harmony wilth what

vsus Himself said even previous to
His crucifixion, when He declared
thai the inhabitanis of the earth should
“‘gee the SBon of Man coming in the
clouds of heaven, to reward every man
according to his works,”’ surrounded by
the glory of His Father,

These two truths, then, he
would have the congregatiou
distinctly remember—that the Lord

Jesus Christ would come, and that He
would come tv judgment. From the
language of Panl to the Thessaloniana,
it would seem that he expecte ! His
immediate coming—that he held it up
to the Salnils in those Jdays as some-
thing to which they misht lovk for-
ward within the immediate future.
| Referring thereto he said io them,
“Those of N8 who remain to see His
coming shall be caught up*’—an if the
event might possibly happen with-
in the flfetime uf that generation.
He presumed that Paul was wise
enough in the things of-Go to know,
when he sald that no man
knew the day uor the hour
tf Christ’s coming, that he did not
seek tu grope into the future and pene-
trate the designs and purposes of God,

shall be caught up together with them.
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which He in Hir wisdom had obscured
am] withheld from the children of men,
hat while Paul did not know the day
nor the hour that had been set for that
glorious appearing, he did know that
snme very important events would
transpire beforehand. What ouwe of
those important things was we might
learn from this eame epistie to the
Thessalonians. Maid he to them:

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the
eoming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gatbering togelher unto Him,

That ge be not soon shaken in mind, or
be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter as from us, &« that the
day of Christ igat hand.

Let no man deceive you by any means;
for that day rhall not come, except thero
come a fulling away firat, and that man
of ain be revealed, 1he ron of perdition;

Who opposeth and exalteth himself
above all bthat im called God, or that is
worshippad; so that he as God nitteth in
the Tem(l)le of God, showing himself that
be is God.

Remember ye not, that, when I was yet
with yvou, I told you these things?

And now ge know what withboldeth
that He might be revealed in His time.

For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work; only he who now letteth
will let, until he be taken out of the way.

And then shall that wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of His mouth, and ahall
destroy With the brightness o His com-
ing.

From thislanguage the speaker eaid
be gathered that Paul understood very
clearly that previous to the rful-
filment of this glorious promise
respectitig the return of the Messinh
there would exist a long migbt of
apostacy, in which the puwers of dark-
ness would receive the homage and
worship of the ¢hildren of wen,instead
of the God of Henven. He doubtless
knew that men would transgressthe
lawa o1 the Gospel, thatthey would
change ita ordinances, break thetr
covenant, and keep unto those teachers
who woald turg away their ear from
the truth, He knew that Jamnable
heresy would creep intu the Church,
defliing the Gospel of life.and salva-
tion. Hence he bore record that the
“mystery of iniquity’’ whiebh shonld
bring abont this deplerable satate
of affiirs waus working even in
his timie, and would continue to work
until finally the glory of the G spel
should be c.rrupted by the vain tra-
ditions of men. He saw that that
power would hold sway until the lord
sheuld eome and consume it by the
glory and ‘power of Hiscoming.

He was reminded of another thing
which was also to oceur befure the ful-
filmment of the great promise of Christ’s
secon'l coming. Lt was recorded in the
writings of Malachi:

“Behold I will send My messenger, and
be shall prepare the way before Me; and
the Lord, whom ye sce, shall sudtienly
comeo to !lis temple, even the messengsr
of the covenant, whom ye delight in; he-
bold, be shall come, saith the Lord of
hosts.”

It would appear, theun, that before
the Liord should c¢ome » messenger
wouid “prepare the way before* Him,
He {the apeaker) tnight bave rema ked,
bowever, before uiluging to this mat-
ter, that the Guerpel of t' e Liord Jigus
Christ, which had heen corrupted
through the great apustaey foreto'd by
the Apustle Paul, would he restored to
the earth again in all its purity. We



