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RELIGIOUS

sunday services
religious services were held at the

ratabernaclebernacle salt lake city dunday
may ard 1891 commencing at 2 poapm
president angus M cannoncan non presiding

the choir an I1 congregation sang
the hymn commencing

the of0 god like a fire is burning I1

the latter day glory begins to come forth
prayer was offered by elder edward

stevenson
the belloir sang the hymn

prayer is the souls sincere desire
uttered or unexpressed

the priesthood of the first ward
officiated in the administration of the
sacramentftera ment

ELDER B H ROBERTS
was called to address to congregation
he said that amoniamong the many scenes
which were peculiarly striking in the
career of the lord jesus christ there
was one wwhich alalwaysways made an espe laljai
impress on upon his mind the de-
scription of it was recorded in the first
chapter of the acts of the apostles
from which proposedbe to reidre d itoeit oc-
curred some forty days after jesus had
risen from the dead during which
time we were informed he had
been teaching his of abingd
concerningconcer uini the kingdom of heaven
towards the conclusion of t hat very
important era in hishi ministry rehe
gathered those who believed on himupon the mount of olives and they put
to him on that occasion this question

wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom unto israel toro this
jesus replied

it tois not for you to know the times or
the seasons which the father bath put
in via own power

but ye shall receive power after that
the holy ghost is come upon you and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
jerusalem and in all judea and in
samaria and unto the uttermost part of
the earth

and when he had spoken these I1things
while they beholdbeheld he was taken up andana
a cloud received him out of their sight

and while they looked steadfastly
toward heaven as he went up behold
two men stood by them in white apparel

which also said ye men of galileogalilee
whwhy stand ye gazing up into heaven

same jesusgazinawhwhichch is taken up from
you into heaven shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven acts i1 7 11

it seemed to him that among all the
promises which the lord hadbad made
unto those who believe in his name
there was not one capable of giving
more comfort or more satisfaction to
the christian than tchish Is itt was looke i

upon as a glorious hope among the
privileged saints and he believed lcit
was so even yet among those who had
implicit falthfaith and court lence in the
promises of godgad

from time to time in christian na-
tions this question of the return of the
messiah was agitated times were set
for the event to occur they had been
in the pstpast he saw by the newspapers
of last evening that they were in the
aresepresepresentnt and he presumed that in the
fatufuturere others would arise who would
undertake to fix the date of that great
event Potnotwithstandingwithstanding the fact that

the lord jesusjeans christ dedeclaredbared that it
was not for men to know the times nor
the seasons which god had reserved
unto himself and which he would
only reveal at his own good pleasure
but apart from any consideration of the
time when or the place where this
event was to occur he believed it to be
the most glorious hope that the chris-
tian had that the lord jesus christ
who once ministered among men in the
flesh would return to the earth and
bless it again with his presence

he took it that no truth no promise
was so80 frequently alluded to in the
writings of the inspired apostles as
this subject of the Hessmessiahsiahlo return
particularly was this the case in the
writings of the apostle paul in writ
toging to the saints of Thes salonia he
used this language

for if we believe that jesus died and
rose again even so I1themhem also which sleep
in jesus will god bring with him

for this we say unto you by the word
of the lord that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep

for the lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout with the voice
0off the archangel and with the trtrumpmp
of god and the abaddead in christ shall riseise
first

then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them
in the cloud to meet the lord in the
air and so shall we ever be with the
lord Theas alonians iv 141714 17

now blaul sometimessumetimes u edad the ritsrites
of the churches and said to them iuILI

the course of his instructionsinstruction 111 1 give
this as my judgment he was chouest
enough to do that when nutnot car ain
that hebe was prompted by the inspira-
tion of the holy ghost but in this
instance hebe emphatically said that
what he now wrote was 11 y the word
of the lord

we might continue to read passage
after passage which emphaticemphaticallyaily stset
forth that the lord jesus christ
would return to the earth we gath-
ered too one other fact from the read
ingilig of these last passages that he
would come to reward his saints to
inaugurate doubtless the resurrection
from the dead and to punish the un-
godly this was in harmony with what
jesus himself said even previous to
his crucifixion when he declared
that the inhabitants of the earth should

see the son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven to reward ovaryevery man
according to his works surrounded by
the glory of his father

these two truths then he
would have the congregation
distinctly remember that the lord
jesus christ would come and that he
would come to judgment from the
language of paul to the thessaloniansThessalonians
it would seem that he expected I1 hishill
immediate coming that he holdheld it up
to the saintssainto in those days as some
thing to which they might look for-
ward within the immediate futfuturetire
referring thereto he said to thernthem

those of us who remain to wesee his
coming shall be caught up as if the
event might possibly happen with-
in the lifetime of0 that generation
he presumed that paul was wise
enough in the things of god to know
when he said that noim man
knew the day nor the hour
rrff christs coming that he did not
seek to grope into the future and pene-
trate the designs and purposes of god

which he in his wisdom had obscured
and withheld from the children of men
but while paul did not know the daday
nor the hour that hadbad been setact for that
glorious appearing he did know that
some very important events would
transpire beforehand what oue of
those important things waswaa we might
learn from this same epistle to the
Thessthessaloniansalonians raidhaiti he to them

Nnoww we beseech you brethren by the
coming of our lord jesus christ and by
our gathering together unto him

that ye be not soon shaken in mind or
be troubled neither by spirit nor by
word nor by letter as from us asan that the
day of christchrit isi at hand

let no man deceive you by any means
for that dayclay shall not come except there
come a falling away first and that man
of sin be revealed the son of perdition

who opposeth and exal teth himself
above all that is called god or that is
worshippedworshipped so that he as god in
the temple of god showing himself that
he is god

remember ye not that when I1 was yet
with you I1 told you these things

androwand now ye know what
that he might be revealed in HhisIs time

for the mystery of iniquity doth
already work only liehe who now zetteth
will let until he be taken out of the way

and then shall that wicked be re-
vealed whom the lord shall consume
with theethe spirit of his mouth and shaushall
destroy withrhth the brightness of his com-
ing

from this language the speaker said
hebe gathered that paul understood very
clearly that previous to the ful
flament of this glorious promise
respecting the return of the messiah
there would exist a long night of
apostasyapostacy in which the powers of dark-
ness would receive the homage and
worship of the children of inen instead
of the god of heaven he doubtlessdoubt len
knew that men would transgress the
laws or the gospel that they would
change its ordinances break their
covenant and keep unto those teachers
who would turntura away their ear from
the truth he knew that damdamnable
heresy would creep into the church
defiling the gospel of liflandlife and salva-
tion hence he bore record that the

mystery of iniquity which should
bring about this deplorable state
of affairs was working even in
hisbis time and would continue to work
until finally the glory of the 0
should he ccorrupted by the vain tra-
ditions of men he saw that that
power would hold way until the lord
shouldhould come and consume it by the
glory and power of his coming

he was reminded of another thing
which was also to occur before the ful
dilmont of the great promise of christis
second coming it was recorded in the
writings of malachi

behold I1 will send my messenger and
he shall prepare the way before me and
the lord whom ye see shall suddenly
come to hiishis temple even the messenger
of the covenant whom ye delight in be-
hold he shall come saith the lord of
hosts

ltit would appear then that before
the lord should come ak1 met
would prepare the way before 11 him
he the speaker might have remas ked
however before allualluding to thisthin mat-
ter that the gocbel of tet e lord jasus
christ which had been corrupted
through theth great apostasyapostacy foretoldforetod by
the apostle vaulpaul would be restored to
the earth again in all itsito purity we


