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PERSECUTIONS AND CALUM-
NIES.

SALT LAKE CITY,
March 8, 1879.

10 the Latler-day Saints:

In conformity with a suggestion
and a ecommand given by the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith, March. 1839,

(New Edition Doctrine and Coven-
ants, page 389,) the Council have
proposed to gather up and preserve
a history of all the facts pertaining
to the wvarious persecutions and
-proseriptions endured by the Lat-

ter-day Baints, not only in Missou-
ri, but in all other places, from the
organization of the  Church to the

present;
endared by the Saints, the outrages
and abuses inflicted upon them by
their enemies, the calumnies and

opprobrium heaped upon them in
libellous publications, as well as a
oareful and truthfal histo of bod-
ily injuries sustained; upjust im-
prisonments inﬂmtad. murders and
other infamies, together with the
loss of personal and real property.
It 'would be proper also to have
copies of all Cnngrambnni and
other legislative acts, wherein
special, inimical or upjust legisla-
tion has been had, as well as the
action of courts, wherein: vindic-
tive, unjust, judicial proceedings
have been instituted.. We are de-
sirous that a truthful record may
be had, in conveuient form, for re-
ference when needed: Jatt.ha par-
- poses indicated in the command-
ment referred to. It would be well
also to give the names of the libel-
lers nnd defamers of the Latter-day
SBaints and of all who have taken
an active part in the mobbings, pro-
sciptions, persecutions and prosecu-

tions, as wal;l as of their aiders and
HHH“UIH- =
inted

Elder A.M,.Mumr isappo
to attend to this labor, under the
direction of the Council and the
Church Historian, and the Baints
are requested to assist in the mat-
ter, and forward their communica-

tions to him. - |
JOHN TAYLOR,
Injbehn.lt of the Council of the
Twelve 'Apostles,

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND PAPERS
WANTED,

“ The duty of the Sainis in Relatwn
to their Persecutors®™

Referring to the foregoing letter,
addressed to the Saints by Presi-
dent John Taylor, I wish to draw
the attention: of the Latter.day

Saints to the following positive in-
| junnt.i.ouu in the article cited by
Pmat. aylor: ‘It isan imperious

dy thnt we owe to God, tu nngﬂla,

to our wives and  children
*  that we gather up
all tha libelous hiatarlu that
are being published, and ' that
are In the magazines and en-
cyeltﬁmdiaa, that we not only pub-
lish them to all the world, but pre-
sent them to the. huda nf govern-
ment '.*
the last eflort whiuh ia  en-
joined on us by our Hegyenly Fa-
‘ther, before we can fully and com-
pletely claim that. promise which
~shall ua.ll him forth Irnm his hiding
place, and also that the whole na-
~tion may be left without excuse
before he ocan send forth the
power of  his Almighty arm.
* * 7 Theaa should
h@ attended to with great earnpest-
ness.  Let no man count them as
small things; for there is much
which Hath iu faturity pertaining
to the Bainta. which depends upon
these things
uch of I:hu: information we ﬂan
get-from the historical resords and
siles of the Church and Chureh
publicatiens; but mo doubt, there
are a great many books, pnmphlﬂtn,
magazines, papers and articles in
the hands of the SBaints bearing di-
rectly on this subject, which wuuld
greatly aid me in my labors, if I had
“them, ' Statementsas o thewrongs
- endured and injurisa sustained
,ahould be to the point,. coverin
only reliable iuLideuta from actus
ex periences, or from well authenti-
cated sources; and it may be well
o fortify Lha more imporiant ones
with nﬂidaﬂta Before we get

ineluding the sufferings |

a8 |.

= -

through, we hope to compile a
volume uf facts from the tragic his-
tory of the Chureh, fromits rise til

now,"which will ambody the ty-'

mone,” by Mrs. Mary E. V |mon’ thereis little

Smith.
“Geological Survey of Utah, ”

H. Engelmann,

rnnn,lml oppressive and unconsti-| “Mormonism a Delusion,” by Rev,

tutional, -
mmum spec legta
ments and gmm passed

and pat

in force against us; also all procla-|“Mormonism an Imposture,” by P. | ast, generally believ

mations, declaltruu rulings and re-

utriotionu'
count of the murders, burnings, pil-
lages, confiscations,
drivings, treasons and treacheries,

perpetrated on us,
tendant approximate cost of proper-

ty confiscated and destroyed and |“A Country

time lost. Also extracts from the
libellous books, magazines
cals, editorma, msrs an&
and in fine, everything pertai
to the sufferings
God in their balf eentury experi-
ences at the hands of mereciless and
unrelenting mobecrats and perse-
cutors. - 'Will the Baints please send
me all the available data in their
possession and in their reasonable
Euwer to obtain; which
ept in the atchlvﬂﬂ of the Churﬂh
q:r rztumed to them as they may
ec

ning

desecrations, | “History

of the Baints of | “Principles

L. .woqm like to ge
following anti-*‘M urmun
tions: :

“A Brief Hlstory of thae(}hurrh of
Christ of Latter-day Saints (com-
monly called Mnrmn‘na] y’byJohn
Corrill, of Mo, f

The Acts of theI.g islature of Mis-

Ples of the
publica-

The Stenhouses’
souri, at.the timﬂ of the Baints’ Waites

exodus from that state,

The Governor’s exterminating pro-
clnmatlo\ngﬁndill acts aseociated
with the nts’ ex uluiun.
¢“Mormonism. Unvailed
. Hulbert; published

ﬁ- Dr.|

Howe. |

‘“Mormonism Expoaed "b Rev L
Sutherland. A
Puttr: 4 b W.

“Mormonism

Harris, me, Illinui.a.
“Mor m in All Ages,” by Prof.
umnr IIL
' by Rev.

“Gleanin hjr the Way
John Clark,

““The. History of the Balnta ” by
John C. Bennatt

“The City of the Mormnna," by Reyv.
H, Caswell, London,

“The Pmphat. of the Nineteenth

Century,” by Rev. H. Caswell
Londnn.’ 1

‘lgn-'F#—J—‘-“ — l"-\n AN Aaemanng M

Kidder.
“Na of Bome of the Proceed-
éﬂnf e Mormons.”’ .
“Friendly Warnings,” by a Coun+
try Clergyman, London.
“Tha Mermon Imposture,””
“An Excursion to California,” two
volumes, by W. Kelly, London.
“The Mormons,” (illustrated,) ed-
ited by Mnyhuw and Mackay,
Lolldin. '

¢“‘Mermonism Exp&md " by M.
Bowes.

“Mermonism or the Bible,”” by a,
Cambridge Clergymon, London,

'| no, nnd‘any others not in this list.
~ '| heawvily ironed md ﬁunﬂn&l"with-

national,state and local| E, B. Chalmers,
lative anmt— “Mormoniesm Un masked;" by R,

Clarke.

Drfommond.

wﬂmﬁf with an ac-| “Tracts on Mermonism,” by Rev,

Edmund Clay.
of the Mormons,” by

Megsrs. Chambers, Edinbuargh,

with their at- “The Latter-day Saints and their

Spiritual Wivea » by H. T.J.
Clergyrman’s Warning

to his Pn.riahinnera," London.

periodi- | “The Materialism of the Mormons
stories, | Exposed, &c.,” by T.W. P. an-

der.

and Prmtlm," b.?

Gray. -
“The Murmdnﬂ iﬂ a Fix, b}'

Clarke, London.-
“Spiritual Delusions, TNustrated,”

b Van' Deusen ‘and  Wife, Naw
York.

may be|*“Addresses Or ' Mormonism,™ bjt

Rev. Heys, Isle of Man,
“Mormonism Weighed, ete.,” by
Samuel Haining, Isle of Mnn

“The Latter-day Ealnta, ete.,” by
W. J. Merrish, Ledbury.
“Exposure of t.hn Errors of the

Helf-nal.mgi Imtteé':: El:glilta &
Will. Hewelt, or re,
"'1‘3:"-"&1: on Mormonisn,” by 'Capt.
D. L. 8t. Clair.
Beadle’s Anti-’h{érm:uE Wnrka
Mrﬂ Iudge =B 1 (11
A. D. Richardson’s “
Mr, Col fax’u Anti-Mumnn Bpeech-
es,
Rev. De W!tt Tnl mﬁgé’a Anti-Mﬂr-
‘mon 8 hes,
Rev. Joseph ' Cook’s Anti-ﬁormun
Speeches. e
‘Also complete ﬁlu or cop’lea nt
the Peep O'Day; Utah Magazine;
Valley Tan; Vldette' Alta Times;
Halt Lnka Daily Repnrtar' Salt
Lake Leader; Bingham Pioneer;
New Eudnwmunt alt Lake Dally
Journal;- Daily PI'BEE College Lian-
tern; Utsh Mining J uurnal Week-~
ly Minar Evening Mail;, Educa-
tional Jaurna! Mining Gmtte,
Bilver Reef Euhn* Balt Lnka Inde-
pendent; Salt Lake Tribune; Utah
Oummam‘lat‘ Rocky Mountain
Chriat!nn Advaﬂata' Ogden Free-
Ogden Timeate Corinne Re-

pun.Jr, uriuue muberp nEE' aus
voo Expositor; Warﬂa‘w Sigﬂt‘l‘ the
True Latter-day Saints’ Herald,
Plano; The SBaints’ Advoeate, Pla-

Raspectfull , ete.,
A, M., M USSER.
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THE BURTON GABB-

E tria! of General Bobert T
Burton, which bas attracted 80
much attention for some.time, was
fitly closed this morning by & ver-

' ﬁ luratlnna and urvejrsnf Great
Salt Lake Valley,” by Captain
Howard Stansbury.

“The Mormons, or Latter-day
Saints,” by Lieut.J. W. Gunni.
soDn.

“Mormonism and its Aut,hnt,” by
+H. Caswell, London. '

$iMormenism in Illinoie*” Ameri-
can Whig Review, vol. xvi. .

“Murmonhm, its Hiatnry,” etc., by
Rev. — Bimpson; W
Liondon.

dict of “*not guilty,” which we be-

lieve will be cordially endorsed by

all classes of the people of this Ter-
ritory, the only exceptions "being a
very few individuals, whose opin-
ions have no real weight and whe
are swayéd by unreasoning and
groundless préejudice. :

_This case presents some. fealures
of a novel character. The Third

"Hlm.ory and Ideas of the Mor-|District court has been engaged in

22
Vﬂl Bll.'[[. :

““History of Illinuia,” by Gﬂvarnor
Ford.

‘““Mormonism,” by J. W, Co
beare, Edinhur h Review, Nﬁ)
202, Aprll 1854. :

“Utah and the Mormons,” bj’
Ferris,

fMermonism Unvalled, or a His-
tory of Mormonism to the present
tima,” (1854), Loondon. . . -

‘“Mormonism Explained, »? _ Bir-|
mi ham.
“The t, or Mormonism Un-

vaﬂa{l illustrated, Phﬂﬂel

“Incidents  of Trﬂal, ete.,’
Carvalho. .

“Female Life among
mons,” by Maria Ward. |

“The Mutmum at Home,”’by Mrs.
Bc Gl F arﬂil. Wi L

‘Adventures among the
mons,’”” by Hawthornwaite,

“Visit to ﬂalt Lake,”” by Wm.
Chandless, London.

“Twenty  Reasons for He_]entiﬂg
ﬂlﬂ;ﬂniﬂm,” by T.W . P.Taylder,

ndon, .

“Mormon; Wives, 2 by Hattn. £
Fuller,

“The Mmmnn," by a ulargymnn,
A W. B. F,) Londou.

“The, uﬁuahud in Utah,’?Lb;r Marla

br

“Muﬂnmim." by John Hyda, Jir,
“Fifteen Years among the Mor-

Weetminister Review, trying one of its own ex-officials

for carrying out its own mandates,
and the chief witnesses againsl

him were persons whom the court
had ' previously condemned for

B. erime connected with this very

case. We do not accuse the pres-
ent District Attorney with the in-
consistency exhibited in this mat-
ter (although he is charged by some
with excessive anxiety to prose-
cute it to the last extreme), for
theindictment against Gen. -Barton
was found under the direction of

the Mor- | the former District Atlorney, being

presented at the June term of 1876.
eneral Burton was arrested in

Mot- Auguat of that year, but was hailed

in $20,000 bonds.

There had been, huwa?er, a fnl-
mer tnqictme_nt which was found
at the September term of 1870, but
the grand jury which framed it was
declared illegal by the decision of
the United BStates Bupreme Court
in the Eunglebrecht case, and there-

fore that 1udictmaut was void,
- Of the animus that promp ted this

osecution we have little ‘tﬂ $ay.
&)\hat the object in view was the
Jpersecution ol' a prominent “Mor-

by { faets in

{provised b

i '} men laid comp)

doubt in any
all with the
e case, for there was no
law to be vindicated or’ elaim of
justice to be eatisfied in bringing
the defendant into court,

The facts, briefly stated, are
these, In 1861 & reli ous enthusi.
to be insane
-—Jnaeph Morris by name, who had
been a ‘“Mormon, v but had been
excommunicated for adultery, be-
came a writing spiritual medium,
‘and in consequenee of his extraor-
dinary ‘‘revelations’ attracted the
attention of ‘4 number of kindred
spirits, who gathered with him to a
place on the Weber river, north of
Kaysville, known as Kington
Fort. - Here & community was
formed having all property in com-
mon, doing no manual labor, but
expecting, according  to the teach-
ings of Mﬂtriﬂ whom they crowned
prﬂphat, seer and revelator, and
whom they believed to be a re-
inca.rnatinn of Moses, the Hebrew
lawgiver, that in a very short time
the whula eountry would come into
their possession. They boasted of
a speedy occupaney of the houses

mind acquainted at’

land farms of the ‘“Mormons,” and

became so confident and ariogant
as to defy the officers of the law
and threaten with death any one
whoe attempted ' to serve legal
process. very person who
joined the society 'had te “mnaa-
crate” all his possessions to the

| general fund and was' not allowed

to regain any portion if he deairad
to withdraw. .

The means thus. moaivad was
soon used-up, and rumors. began to

circulate of unttla taken from
the range by the Morrisites to keep
them iu feod. (Charges were made

before ‘Justices of the Peace, aud
when the officers went tu the
camp to serve the papers,they were
threatened and abused and no res-

t paid to their authority. ‘“Reve-
ations” were now frequently given
to:the effect that threMorrisites were
to prepare themselves - for .the
enemy, that is, the “Mo:mqna,-”
who were expected to march upon
them and break themup,, Arms
were obtained by the Moxrisites,
ammunition gathered up udam
ular drill instituted - undﬂr one
Klemguard, who was made captain
of their forces, - Rifle was
daily carried on lh lﬂlg range at a

LuIg I.'-hl.r v lbda lew aw of o waan

At‘. length - t.hay mried affairs to
such extremes that when three
men wished to Jeave the society,
they were brought back by force,

out any prumaa of law in a jail im-
Sk el e
pose, ends of the 1m
e nt and made affi-
davits before Hon. Jobn F, Kiuo-
ney, U. 8. Judge eof the Third Ju-
dicial District; whereupon a8 writ of
habeas corpus was issued by the
Court ﬂ.ud placed in the hands of
Judson L. Btoddard, deputy mar-
shal, who nttam ted to serve the
writ Ma 24, 1862,after being warn-
ed that h& would do 80 at the peril
of his life.. The writ was burned
by the Morrisites, who sent & mes-
sage of defiance and insult to the
Judge, i
Meanwhile the mcamaratad men
were kept mansacled in their dun-
n, After waiting eighteen days
with no further response to the writ
from the Morrisites, another ¢com-
f{ﬂinl‘. having ‘been made, Judge
inpey issued another writ nf
habeas corpus, and also a warrant
for the arrest of Joseph Morris,
John Banks, Richard Cook, John
Parsons and Klemguard for con-
tempt in disobeying the first writ.
These were issued to the Territorial
Marshal or his deputies. Acting
‘Governor Fualler being advised that
armed resistance wenld be offered,
farnished a posse from the militia
of the Tarrltury 150 men being
drawn from Salt Lake County whu
were reinforced on their march by
about 100 men from Davis County.
Henry W. Lawrence was the Ter-
ritorial Marshal, but being absent,
the duty of carrying out the man-
dates of the Court devolved upon
deputy Marshal Robert T. Burton,
who, with t reluctance, assum-
ed the responsibility, which he was
bound to undertake by his oath
and bonds of office.

On the 13th of June, 1862, Gen.
Burton and hig posse with “‘two
guns, one a six:poundeér, the other
an elght-pounder, arri
bluff overlooking $tio fort where the
Morrisites mre ‘en‘camped.
written message ‘'was sent into the|a
camp cumma’ndm% the ' - par-
ties named he writ to
sarrender within *"“thirty' *min-
[utes,  an requiring - them in
cace of res ta.n{:a to remove their
women and children to a’ pluee ur

flred two or ‘three shots;

arrived on the

A-

eafoty., After fully two hours
waiting without response, a ball
was fired over the camp: to show
that the matter was serious. Af-
ter an interval another was fired,

but this, striking in a plewed ﬂald,
mbuundﬂd hit, thar eorner of a log
house, apd thence Jinto the
bowery, where the people were as-
sembled, listening to a ‘‘revelation”
assuring - them that ‘“‘the mob’’
would come no farther and would
be destroyed by the power of God;

two women were Kkilled and one
wounded,

The Morrisites then eommenced
to fire upon the posse with their
long range rifles, and, having torn
up the floors of their jng cabinsand
wick-e-ups, dug up Lhe earth and
threw it agmuat. the walls.They lay
ih these cellars firing through port-
holes at the posse, T'here were very

close upon 200 men in these fortifi-

cations bﬂﬂidﬂﬂ the women sand.
childrén. During the first day of
the eéngagement Jared ‘Bmith, one
uf the posse, was killed by a rifie
ball from the fort, . On the
second day it rnmed and but
little progress was made ‘the firing
However, being kept up from- the
fortyand another gun being brought
up from Salt Liake, On the Lhud
day, Jones, one of tl:ga three prison-
ers confined in the fort was relena-
ed and eame out to the 'posse, as

| did geveral of the Morrisites who

were sick of the aflair, all of whom
received food and prutectlnu from
the besiegers. A log house was
chz and taken, one more of the
posse being shot andb killed in ke
attempt. A mass of willows Woven
into the wheels and axle of part of
8 wagon was mljud into the fort by
a squad of men, and the Morrisites,
whose food and ammunition began
to give out, frightened at this new
implement of warfare, sent out a
white flag. A complete surrender
was required and all the arms were
ordered to be stacked.

After the stacking of the Arms,
whieh by the by was only partially
complied with, General Burton,
Judson ‘L. Stoddard and the bug-
ler;, on horseback, and from a dozen
to fifteen others on feot, went into
the fort, when a: collogquy ensued
between General Burton ‘and John
Banks, the former stating that all
who had borne érms in the fight as

well as the parties named in the
wadey  wuulu 0O @rrested. Morris

on Tequest was © allowed o
speak to his '  people.. He
raised his arms in an - excited ‘man-
ner and cried, **All who are for me
and my God. 1n life or in death, fol-
low ma!" A rush was'ilnmediately
masade, the ' Morrisives' cryinhg ‘1!’
“Iandsome*“Toarms!To umn!”a
portion of them made for the stack-

‘ed weapons, and ‘Morris advancing

was called' upon wseveral times by
Gen, Barton to ““Halt!”? As he paid
no attention, Gen. Burton, ming
that it wasa ’ eritical “moment and
that thum who' ' were - with him
were ‘in ' imminent danger, cried

out **Stop them,boys!” and fired his
pistol twice at Murrla; Stoddard also
when
some of the on the east of the
fort commenced chooting. But Gen,
Burton ralsing ‘himself in bis
stirrups ‘eried out “Cease firing!”
The danger Wwas past. Morris lay
on the ground dead and’' Banks
mortally wounded, ‘and  two
women,Mrs, Bwanee and Mrs. Bow~
man, who had moved forward at
the mll of thﬁir leudar, were also
killed."

The Mﬂrrlﬂim were now entively
snbdued. Some tried to.escape by
fording the river, but mest of them
were - captured, 140 men were
taken to the Burton eamp, and the
women and children were supplied
with food. During the night Banks
died. Next morming the: prisoners
94 in number, the rest having
been released, were taken to Salt
Lake City and brought beforeJudge
Kinney, who admitted all but two
to bail. Bubsequently over ninety
of them were indicted by the Grand
Jury for resisting the officerand
ten of them for themurder of Jared
Smith. A Iong trial followed, at
which sixty-six appeared, the reat‘.
baving deeamped from the Territo-
Iy. Thﬂjufp assessed a fine of one
hundred dollars against each of
those tried for resistance—the low-
est penalty under the law; seven of
the ten were convicted of murder
in the second degree, filve of whom
were sentenced to imprisonment

for ten years each, one for twelve
‘ﬂ.nﬂ one for fifteen yaal'ﬂ* two were

guittéed and the iﬁhhr wus
m

But Stephen 8. Hnrdin d in-
famous memory, by that t n:lu Gov-
ernor of Utah, pamoner.l them all
three days after their ‘sentence; and

turned them loose Epcti the com-

L"H-



