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PSR 'In Addition to the Teaching of Spirituél TruthScholarship, General Efficiency and Technical Skili Re-

education than  the  Mormon
Church and  none  ‘ecan vy

¢laim  to higher edovcational  ide
Ghis statement would doubtiess be sur-
prising to those who have heen accuss
tomed to regard Mormanisin as synony-
mous with ignorance, lack of progress
and materialisim.  Nuvertheless it 1s
irue,  The saints have sgucceeded in
making religion and education practic-
ally identical, if these terms be taken in
their highest sense. Life to them means
an uniolding of all the powers of man-—
the physical, the intellectual, and tha
spivitual.  The function of religion and
eduention talken together is to make
this development as full and completo
as possible, with a view to the highest
efficiency not only in this life but also
in the life to come. “A man is saved
no fuster than he gets knowledge,’” de-
clared the founder - of Mormonjsni,
Jozeph Smith. And the whole of what
this Church stands for has been couch-
ed In the proverbial expression,. “Tter=
nal progress,”
The Church school system is complete
in itself.
RELIGION CL,ASSES,

First of all, there arce the grades, in-
cluding the kindergarten, like . those in
connection with the Brigham! Young,
university at Frovo. These grades,
however, are not 8o numorous as they
might be on account of the very ex-
cellent public school system that pre-
vails in the states where the Lalter-
day Saints are found. Then, too, what
are called  Religion classes have been
organized in almost every ecclesiastical
ward for the benefit mainly of the
children who attend the district schools.
Though not held in connection with
the school, this organization supplies
what the day schools do not and can-
not give, namely, ideas concerning God,
human. redemption, and eternal  life.
These religion clagses therefore really
take the place of Chuirch schools, since
the design is to have them held every
day in the week., The work s al-
vided into three departments—the pri-
mury, the intermediate, and the ad-
vithced—and meets for only 30 or 40
minutes each session,

PRTTPARATORY DEPARTMENT,

In’ this connection  special mention
should be mado of ‘the preparatory de-
partments in the Church schools--pre-
piaratory, that is, to the high school,
not to the college. At present there
ave in all parts of America, especially
in the rural distviets, Jarge nuinbers of
yYoung men and women who, for onc
reason or another have not continued
their attendauce at the public schools
till graduation. Should they after-
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ceive Their Due -Proportion of Concentrated Attention at th_e'Splenclicl Church Institutions of Lgarpipg‘.

Schools, with four ad-
tional in the near
Future. Two Institu-
tions, One at Log’an
and the other at Provo,
available for Co“egc
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account of various conditions which it | meetings, and the domestic organiza-
Is' not necessary to enter upon here. | tions, Every morning the whole school
It should be added here that the Churel | neet together for prayer, congregation.
does not purpose to duplicate In all its [ a1 singing, and, generally, a short ad-
parts
in education. All that is designed is | one of the teachers or somebody inyited
to supplement that work, to do what | from without. These exercises last only
the state is not permitted to do—name- | from 10 to 20 minutes.  After there is
to teach religious truths in the| special musle, vocal or instrumental,
schools, and this supplemental work is | mhen, again, the male portion of the
done mainly at @ time when it Is most | aoy90] neet  in priesthood  capacity,

whatover s done by the state | dress on appropriate subjects either by
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wards wish to attend school they can servicenble in establishing religious be- | o1q occasionally  for instruction  on

not do so becouse they arve bheyond the liof

public school age and are unable to

There is never anything but the | 45508 guited only for the needs of
best harmony as’ between educators in voung men. The girls likewise meat

ejter high schools on account of in- the state schools and educators in the | gupaprately for special instruction on

sufficient preparation. Hence they are
compelled. by circumstinces to go with-
out schooling. But the Church schools
in thelr preparatory department pro-
vides for just such a class of young
persong,  In every Church school there
is w place ror them. They are sought
out and urged to pursue the path of
education in order to increase their use-
fuiness in society, And so hundreds
of young men and women owe to the
Church schools whatever of education-
al stimulus they have received in life.

HIGH SCHOOLS. and
Church in our own day. 7To be sure, | students as have not their permanent
theology is taught in  the Sunday | residences in the town are visited by
schools, the Primary organizations, and | their teachers, At the Provo univer-
Young Men’s and Young Ladies' | sity, which is the mother educational
Improvement associations outside of | institutlon in the Church, this organi-
the schools, But in each case it is more , zation has been made very eflicient in
or less isolated, set apart by itself; it | looking after the needs of the large
has not generally that vital connection | number of students that attend that
with otlg2r things in the boy's or the
girl’s life. At any rate, it often seems

In the next place there are the high
gchools.  Of these there are now 27,
with four- new ones in the near pros-
peetive. - And the number is increas-
ing as fast s the means of the Churel
will perinit. It Is here that the system
of religious education finds {ts greatest
rewanrd, since it is durving the period of
youth at whieh high school work fs
done when religion can hest be incul-
cated, Tt is at this time of life, accord-
ing t> the best opinions on the subject,
when the religious instinets are most

active and when young persons are
most hmpressionable on the side of the
feclings.  Hence, the main eduecational |
work of the Church will always be donn
here.

COLLEGE COURSIE.

L.astly, there is the college course.
Only two schools in the Church are
doing college work, one at Provo and
one at Lozan: and esven in these two
there is considerable  restriction, on

Church schools.

Of conrse, the main purpose of all
cducative means used by the (..lmuh' iy The domestic organizations deserve
toginenlcatogthathcologyiandirelision piarticelar mention. In all the Chureh
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of the Latter-day Saints. To this end | (0 o0 0 many who couie from
clagses in theology are heid four times
& week  throughout the year for as poravily in the plice where the school
many vears as are required for gradua- | (o ityated. These need and get special
tion.
the
cludes i careful study of the Book of | consequent upon the young people be-
Mormon, the second of the Old Testa- | ing away from home. Hence, there are
ment, the third of the New Testament | in ail the schools domestic organiza-

the

As nuxiliarvies to the religious spi
the school may be counted the genecal | cellence,  Specially  skilled ‘dnstructors
devotionul exercises

things that concern only their sex.
DOMBESTIC ORGANIZATION.

a distance and who reside only tem-

In the high schools, for instance, attention. Inconvenicences, discourage-
first year's course of study in- ments, temptations, sometimes avise

the fourth of the history of the | tions, so called, according to which such

school from outlying towns.
PRACTICAL WORK.

young persons. In the Church Jecause the Chureh schools have for

schools, on the contrarvy, theology, re- | their main purpose the teaching of
ligion has a vital connection with | spiritual truth, it does not follow that
evervihing fthe young man or the| they emphasize this at {he sacrifice of
young womin does. They study alge- | other branches of learning. On the

history, literature and so on, if | contrary, scholarshin, general efficiency,
indeed from the point of view ol | technical skill, veceive their due pro-

the higher truth furnished by religion, | portion of attention. Thus is avoid-
least under the direct influence of | ed that narrowness which often re-

truth. And this is much. suits from denominational schools,

DEVOTIONAL EXERCISKS In those departments, for example,

which are commonly termed ‘‘preetical’”

rit of | the work done is of o' high grode of ex-

the  priesthood ! are employved in wood and iron waork,

o
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in agriculture, in domestic arts and
science,’ and in all other forms of man-
ual training. The eduecational value
of thig is considered, as well as their
practical utility, to those who shall
hayve learned them. So, too, with such
studies as bookkeeping and shorthand
and Aypewriting. The TLatter-day
Saints’ business college at Salt ILake
City, is probably the best equipped and
tutored school ot its kind in the entire
west,  Hence, the Church institutions
educationally are fully abreast with the
world in those branches that furnish
a means of earning a livelihood through
o frade; and in dolng this are putting
into effect, plans which were drawn by
President Brigham  Young years be-
fore manual training was put into the
publi¢ schaols.

RIGID DISCIPLINTE.
Scholarship, too, is highly regarded
by the Mormons. They appreciate the
fact that before such men as Morge and
l¢ison are possible some one must dis-
cever the general laws which inventors
apply. Encouragment is given to the
study of the arts and sciences. To
bring about higher aims in this direc-
tion the general superintendent two
years ago called a convention, which
adopted uniform text-hooks through-
out the Chureh schoolg, and which dis-
cussed also ways and means of bring-
ing scholarship (o a higher uniform
standard. The measure of skill and éf-
ficiency in the teacher is being con-
stantly ncreased, and, of course, the
salaries ave raised in proportion. More-
over, in the secondary schools the pro-
portion of male to female teachers 1s
greater than that in other schools. or
similar grade in the country. The stu-
dents are held down to their work by
a system of discipline more rigid than
has hitherto prevailed. Even in the
subject of theology, whers laxity of
vreparation, recitation, and method is
cagier than in more intellectual sub-
Jects, the study is made to yield its
full quota of mental discipline.

One other word i§ necessary concern-
ing’ the conventions referred to in the
preceding paragraph, 12very yvear one of
these is held, usually at Salt 'Lake
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required to attend.

of discussion, of course, is either het-
theological | choice of subjects. These subjects, in-

for do- cour
the | year in which they may be taken. That
Church schools are expected and urged | is to say, all the subjects aro placed

roots in this one.

associ
tions in the localities where they

state and county associations of

consideration

UNITY AMONG STUDENTS.
Under this system of education there | example, is not permitted to take sec-
individual ! ond year nglish or German until he
work than is afforded in non-religious | has had the first year in the subject;
reuson of the strong spirit- | but only, however, because he lacks
here ! the power, even if he have the in-
and | clination, to carry the subject.

be- The condition spoken of under which
hand | the student is allowed his freedom of
stu- | choice in subjects is that there must be

for ' consultation with the teacher on the
clos
they | ©f the parent also, in which the student
closer
here in these other subjects than where
similar conditions do not prevail. And
after all this Is what counts in the long
run—close personal contact of the stu-
dent with instructors who are worthy |10 Pursuc the same subjects that are
But this personal re- taken up by his companion who ex-
has | pects to follow the profession of en-

men and women,
between teacher

CTIVE SYSTIEM.
This vear there is an experiment on
foot at the Latter-day Saints' unjver-

Formerly, as now elsewhere in
the Church schools, a boy or girl could

Specially Skilled Instruc-

-tors are. Employed In

all Departments which
Educationauy are Fuﬂy

'Al)reast of't}le Best in

Those Branches That
FurnishMeans of Earn-
ing a Livelihood.

iehy which was to be chosen by the stu-
are bdent on enteving.,  Now, however, in
subject | the school named, the stondents, undes

cortain conditions, are allowed a free

its | stead of being grouped into so-called

s, are arranged according to the

L~ | in four groups—first year studies, sec-

liye Lond year, and so forth, The . only
and to take part whenever they can in | limitations in the matter of choice i
the discussions of the various conven- | the natural one of inability to take an
tions so that, If this be done, they will | advanced subject until the clementary
have had the full benefit of the regulir | one shull have been studied. Mhe only
ub- | preseribed subjects are theology during
the | a1l four years and English duving two
Church school convention such topics vears. The virtue of the courses is

10§ guarded by a carefully arranged set
of pre-requisities, which, as stated, nre
in each case natural. A student, for

+ | part not only of the pupil but usunally

Is given a sort of preview of subjects
as well as of his life's work. Accord-
ingly. a boy who comes from the farm
and hig future wlill most probably be
spent on the farm, he is not compelled

ity | 8ineering, the law, medicine or teach-
the | In8.  So, too, when a girl enters the
school who will probably never go he-
yond the high school course, her health
and continuance at the institution are
not put in jeopardy by making her
take subjects for which she is wholly
unfit. All this, however, ¢ lrendy re-
marked, -is but an experiment, and i<
tried this year only hy the Latter-day

on

choose' his course, but not his subjects. | saints’ university

the It may be added here that the re-

English course, the classical course, the | sult so far has been vory satistactory:
commerclal course, and so e

of 1 for the students have not, as was

feared by some, clected  the “shap
courses,  As’ a ‘result of this axy
ment, which is carefully watcheg k
number of leading cducators  in thy
Church, it is quite probable (ot th
subloct of election of studies iy {‘hj
secondary schools il £Orm o ton
for discussion at the spring .
tion of Church school teacheys;

NORMAL TRAINING,

More emphasis alsp is placed i
on . normal training in thijx (‘In.r\’h
Institution: than in any othey achg
not specifically normal. The Mormuoy
people are not anything it not o o
of teachers. Theiy capabiling
tralning children ang Youth apre
ed In the  famiiy, ‘and - in Vite
Church organizations, And o
meet this demand fop o
of the fundamental brin G
teaching, overy opportunity Is tak
advantage of in oirder to (SRR AT
future fdthers and mothors o
Church with' the reguisite alilic

In conclusion, it nay  ho {306
stated thal, whatever minoe  difi
encess there may exist in tho methao
pursued by the various Clinpch s¢hool
In arriving at vesults, tho great on
sought is the same In @) to (i |
young men aud women in (he e
possible manner for their lires wo
both in the Chureh and in (he st

The words of  President  Joseq
F. Smith, spoken recontly hofore o
of the Church schools, may  #o
hoth as an authorvitative express
the purpose which thege s
and aiso as a fitting conelusion of o
article on this system of education:

PRESIDINT JOSEPH I, SMITH

“You can get educition, such
glven in the schools of the st
outside of this school, independent]
of this sc¢hool, or of any of the ©
schools; but there is an element con-
nected with this school that does 1ot
exlst In the schools of the state, 1t
is this particular element that does
not exist in tho comimon gehoals of
the state, to which 1 desire (o ¢all
your attenttion; and I implore (b
students who attend herva to heay ]
very carefully in mind. We ot on
seek to educate the wmind. v,
only desire to give you an oppoit
of becoming learned in 'l
branches of ecduecntion thut 1
acquired in the ordinary scehing]
the land; we desive that yvou ]
hava all these privileges, that oy
opportunity that can be atforded o
outsfde this school may be onjoved
and poszessed Dby you in this selioo!
But in addition we desire that vou
should be wedded, I may say, to th
Church., We desire that you shoul
learn the principles of the Gospel ol
the Son of God. We desire (hat vou
should be good men, pure rmoen, nohle,
upright, reliable and religious men -

1exi-
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not sanctimonious. When 1 uge thi
word ‘religious” I do not moean that
vou should put on a long fiaee, that
you should nol enjoy yourselves in ull
legitimato pleasur I do not mean
that you should say loug prayvers, or
become sancthimonious or anything of
that kind. Bul I mean by “religious"
to bhe doevoted to CGod and truth,
righteousness and purity of life, hon-
esty and integrity, that you will live
in accordance with every sacred prin-
cipal advocated in the Gospel of life
and salvation. This is what we want,
and this iz what we should desim
above everything else,

“I want to say to the boys and to
the girls who come to this school, or
who attend any of the schools of the
Church, that if they are unmindful o
these principles and  this object of
their coming to school, they nre re-
creant to the fajth and the object of
this school; they are unfaithful to it
and unworthy of it. T do not eare
who the boy or girl is that will come
here and yet not learn to appreciate
the main purpose of this school, they
will fail to attain the real object that
we have in view for them in life: that
he may become a true and honest
and upright man, and that she maoy
become an honest woman, a true and
virtuous woman-—girl though she may
be now-—that she may develop intn
the highest and purest and noblest
type of womanhood. That Iz ihe
object we have in view for yon girls
These are the thingg we desive, and
this is one ot the principal objeects
in view In the ablishment of these
schools by the Church.'
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