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A Dangerous "Weed in California.

Improved agriculture U of so r--K

cent .oata. in California, iui
few of the pests In the way .of in-

sects and weeds that trouble the
cultivator ia the older States, have
come to plague hl9 California bro-

ther. 'Alfalfa or lucerne ia one pi
the staples of . California agricul-
ture, and a weed that threatens the
destruction of this crop
ter of the first importance. s

No-Vtie- es

of a particularly troublesome
lodfler hava amcared iu the Call- -

-. 1 "Madison and --FranUin
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1 farnia caners. aud m o are Indebted
1 to the kind attention of our friends
f ot the raciflc JRural lrts8 ot San
' Francisco, and Sononia Democrat.
I for specimens, 'which have enabled
! us to exaniino the plant, and to
! make an engraving)! it. Alines t
f every one knows our common dod-c- .i

riant their vellow at
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Quick and Easy, Cheap and Cleaa.
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SoM fT. Excelsior Man'fK . Co., j

ty" These celebrated Stovoa are kept by
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W Klrer Street. CtflCAOO.' pr Our reodt are kept by 2. C. M. L and

aC Its Branch Stores, and also by all the Co-

operative B toreeef the Territory. .
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--HTJrral .ParsAe rry4 froa SaltLaka
&Vt"tnd U point, la Bouii.era Utah.

krVaa irtta staces jterrSitswtnratei
erenwwni De?rs rjl3road for

I?Ji?abawHa Chloaro and NortAweat- -
At i .V Tala ...1 and Ui. JUtiv.

f1 CZA tin. i LJtnsas C tr, t U Jof
1 ??TjcU tluv rauroaas, atl lavvuri

f" sttanseni for ail pol- -t Laat

y, i' t .t.-'i,- li; n s
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e jpper-colore- d, wiry stems over the
bushes iu the swamps of , the At-
lantic? States. There are ten na
tive species cast of tho Mississippi,
several more west of that rjver
and about seventy species thus far

. known throughout the world, all
of which, with thelf varieties, are
admirably tJescnoea io wr.

elaborate account of tae
genu?. The dodders are all para-
sites; the seed germinates in the
ground, and the stem attaches it-

self to some other plant; by means
Of disk3 or euckera H draws upon
the other plant for nutriment, and
soon cuts? itself loose from the root,
and foeJj Wholly upon Its u utor tu-
na te hoit. ... Same dodders live up-
on exogenous plants Jndiacriuai-.nately- ,.

while others preAy particu-
lar plants, or those of certain fam-

ilies; one confines iUelf . to. , flax,
Which, besides the one in question,
Is the most generally r injurious.
One of our native species baa been
known to be - troublesome upon
young trees in nurseries. .The dod-
der upon alfalfa, so far as we can de-
termine from description, having
ho authentic specimens for com-

parison, is Cu&6u(d racftnota, vari-t-y

ChUiana. The species is a very
variable one, and between it and
related species there is- - some con-
fusion. The seeds of this were no

tntnwtiinul . Infn all Trtvn f A

WllU &ilain 9ednnnnr-onl- bsame as it was Into Europe many
years ago, rhere it was very dea-trusti-ve

to lucerneoften destroy
ing vhole fields. V. Tho engraving
shows the habit of t the weed.
When once fixed it spreads find en-

tangles the several branches of a
plant or - those ' of neighboring
plants; under this heavy , draught
made upon its life-bloo- d, as re may
regard the ap, the. lucerne ceases
to grow, and at length turns yel-
low, and dies from 'exhaustion.
The Sonoma Democrat publishesan opinion that the dodder now ao

x troublesome upon the alfalfa la a
native species, hut an examination
of the specimens makes us Quite

. sure that it is not. Oaejnol ao
j qualnted with the minute charac-- i
ters, by which tbe species are dla--

' tinguished, might, from their en t--
waru resemblance, regard tnemas

; the same. ; -
( The

alfalfa seed U liko a minute,
rather flattened, kidney bean; that
of the dodder is irregularly orbicu--

, lar, and only about one third as
long the other. An ordinary mag
niner will readily dect tbe pres--
eenca of this or otner foul seeds in
tbe alfalfa seed. With this, as with

, other weeds, one important point
is to avoid introducing it, and care
in selecting, tbe seed will uo this.
"Where it makes its appearance the

i most prompt measures should be
taken to preyent its spread. Cut

. the infested plants, ana nurn tnem,
and do this before the parasite has
matured its seeds. If the dodder

, has too full possession to allow this
to le done, then the plan followed
In France, (where a dodder, and

tructive,) may ho adopted. , Straw
is

k laid in abundance, among
the plants In a drjr tlme andj is
tben iet on. ' flre,tb.e sudden

i flamel destroys the parasite, but
iloes sot materially injure the alfa-
lfa, which statts from the roots,
and the stems j that escape injury
by the fit. American Affricultu- -

rut. ; - - .,
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