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A Dangerous Wead in Californis.

Improved awrk-ultum i3 of 80 Te-
cent .date in Californln, that but
few of the pests in the way of in-
sects and weeds that trouble the
cultivator in the older Btates, have

come to plague his California bro-

ther. Alfalfa or Jucerne is one of
the staples of Californla agricul-
ture, and a weed that threatens the
destruction of this crop is a mat-
‘ter of the first importance. No-
tices of a partizularfy troublesome
dodder liave appcared in the Call-

. fornia Eapers, and we are indebled

to the kind attention of our friends

' of the Pacific Rural Press, of SBan

Francisco, and Sonoma Democrat
for specimens, which have enabled
us to examine the plaut, and to
maké an engraving of it. Almest
every one knows our common dod-
dqm, which hang their yellow ef
;ps)er-c.o!nmd wiry stems over
bushes in the swamps of the At-
lantic States. There are ten na-
tive specics east of the Mississippi,
several more west of that river,
and about seventy wpecies thus far
known throughout the world, all
of which, wit
udmlmhly deseribed in Dr. G. En-
gelmann’s elaborate account of the

genns. The dodders are all para-
sites; the seccd germinates in the

ground, and the stem altaches it-
gelf to some other plant; by means
of disks or suckers it draws upon

the other plant for nutriment, and

soon cuts it=elf loose from the rﬂot
and foeds wholly upon its unfortu-
nate host. Some dodders live up-
bn exogenous plants indiscrimi-
nately, while others prefes ticu-

lar plants, or those of cerfain jam-
ilies; one confines itsell to flax,
w hiLh, besides the one in qu&ﬂon,
is the most generally injurious,
One of our native species has been
known to be troublesome u

young trees in nurseries. The dod-
der upon alfnlrs,so far as we can de-
termine from description, having

‘no authentic specimens for com-

parison, is Cuscula racémosa, varl-
ty Chiliana. The is a very
variable one, and batween it and
related ﬂpen.u.ﬂ there is some con-
fusion. The seéds of this were no

;Trg;l}g}&uduced into Call!bmh

same as it waa Ioto Eumpa muny
years ago, where it was very
trustive to lucerne, often destroy-

ing whole fields.  The engmvl
-hg“ the habit of the ‘-e?
When once fixed it epreads sind en-

tangles the several bmnohes of a
plant, -or those of nelg
plants; under this heavy dnu‘hi
made upon its life-blood, as wemay
regard the sap, the hcernucmu
to grow, and at length turns yel-
low, and dies from exha on.
The Sonoma Democral publishes
an opinion that the dodder now se
troublesome upon the alfalfa ill
native species, but au examinatien |
of the spécimens makes us gulite
sure that it is nof. One not ao-
quainted with the minute charae-
ters, hy which the specles are dis-
tinguished, might, from their-out-
ward reaamblancl‘, regard them as
the same. € The
alfalfa seed i3 like & mmuhi

rather flattened, kidney bean; that'

of the dodder ls irregularly orblcu-
lar, and only about ome third as
long the other. An ordinary mag-
nifier will readily détect the pres-
senoe of this or other foul seeds in
the alfalfa seed. With this, as with

other weeds, one 1mp0rta.nt J)oint

is to avoid introducin

in selecting, the will do this.
Where it makes ita appearnnea the
most prempt measures sheuld be
taken to prevent its spread. Cut
the infested plants, and burn them,
and do this befom the te has
miatured its seeds. If the dodder
has too full ion to allow this
to be done, then the plan followed

probably m.f".'.'f?.ﬁ n dodder, md

S ey

tmctl\a,) may be adopted ‘jtmw

laid in abxéndléim mr.:‘ong

nl

&:n"“.‘:%“ on " fire, the’ suddenm
flame destroys the parasite,
does pot materially injure the alfa-
Ia, which starts from the roots,
and the stems, that escape injury
by the fire.—.American Agricully-

rist.
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