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to the unfinished work which our]filll exercise, ever dinawlng nearer
patriot forefthers have thus far so|that happy goal—tie highest pos-
nobly audvanced, that the nation, |sible development of the eternal

ubider God, may have a new birth
of freedom.

Caa it be that a merv handful of
a“olﬂe may yet bethe means, under

0d, of perpetuating the Constitu-
tion? Weo¢ have been taught this.
“The proposition is not insane.  Mi-
noritivs have often been right where |
Majorities have been wrong; andd
Mere landfuls of people have ac-
Complished wonders. Matthew |
Arnold commenda the indistructi-
ble conviction of ’lnto that States
Are saved by their righteous rein-
nnt, by those who love righte-
Ousneea and are convineed of the
Unprotitablencss of ovil; or, as Isaiah
Hays, Ly thuse who cease to do evil
and delight in the law of theeternal,
A true religion makes righteous
Inen. By devotlon to principle, it
may yet be wnid of Utuh as Bryant
Bid of A mvrica.
~Thine ye, with every coming hour
Bhall Lrigiten. nnd thy form ahall tuwer,
i\nd when thy sister’s elder born

ould brand thy nime with words of scorn, |

efore thine eye.

Pon their lips, the tannt rhall die.”

At the cluse of Elder Young?sad-

fess Misees Mabel Cuooper and

©Ouie Felt sang a duet, “Tell us
Merry birds,” in a very |leasing |

nier, |

In the abseuce of 8. 15. Woulley, |

Uperintendent of Tooele Stake,
Asgletant Genernl Buperintendent
R.C. Badger read the following
Sentiment, written by him in be-
balf or that Btuke, upon the

L {
““FFFECTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT |
UI'ON THE INDIVIDIUAL.??

Bell-culture is the only true basis
of perspnal advancement. As sooul
08 the mind is nwakened to act for |
tself, so soon is the individunl on the
lghway to success; and where can
b  found n more effectual school to
Fing about this most desirable con-
ition than at the [nprovement
“atherings?
The faguities once fully aroused, |

soul.

Progress is now written upon
every pageof ife. A love of divine
and eterpal truth 8 so plainly
awakened that in answer to con-
stunt pleading at the door of heav-
enly fight, the Holy Ghost imparts
a burning testimony of the truth,
and with rapturous delight he breaks
forth in the song of the heart, 1
know that my Redeemer Jiveth.*?

He ig built upen the roek., All
his reercations and pustimes are di-
rected with judgment, and hecome
mere gervants to lighten his burdens
on thepathway of life.

With trae philanthirepy he sveks
to inspire to seli-action thuse who

have neglected their opportunities. | P

He is a champion of truth. In the
fervency of his spirit he carries the
mesange of life to the hearts of the
honest. Like a giant filled with
new wine he maintains the true
principlesof freedom. He struggles
on against the rolling tide of infi-
delity and error until he reaches the
i ven of peace.
8. E. WouLLEY.

The following sentiment en the
“Effects of Mutual Improvement
Associntlon Work on the Connnu-
nity’* was next read by Charles
Lngland, 8uperintendent of Oneida
stake: i
EFFECIH QF M. I. A. WORK ON

COMMUNITY .

In tnrcsunt.ﬁng this sentiment our
attention is first ealled to the title,
Mutan] Improvement Work. Mutu-
al improvement or individual im-
provement implies the advance-
ment of society as well,. Where no
individaals are, no seciely exista.
When the ind{viduals of goviety
improve, that society improves ag-
cordingly. Theindividuals of any
society canpot advance and Jeave
that socicty In n normai condition.

Improvement means advance-
ment and upon it are placed no re
strictions. Lt is not limited to the

TIE

t"“"y spare noment is devoted to | ideas of any man, but is broad ns
t'he acquisition not only of informa- | cternity itself and gathers within
10N upop the subjeets Lefore him, |its grasp oll that is good and en-
Ut alsu the attaining of skiil in| nebling.

Placing that iuformativn before his
Companjons. These efforts result |
DUt alone in an increase of knowl-
ey, but in the power te apply the |

Hame to the well-being of othera,
I .That unconquerable snergy which
ltherto in  its umcultured state
Semed to propel its possessor on-
Vard in the path of wild -reckless-
Dess is now with equal force directed
Wwarg linprovement.  Seattered
loughts pnow become united more
O%ically, Qut of chinos order comes.
mulgal'ity,where it existed, yields to
i Ol refined sentiments, looseness

1 conduet to plensing mauners.
dj he ambition is now intelligently
of Cottd, and all the nobler feclings
C, iture begin to predominate. |
?“ﬂtﬂ:ntly drinking from the foun-
cnn of intelligence, his society is
th‘"‘"“’d: His high aspiratious toush
"t_:lirm s of action in hig oorrg-
and impel them forward,
Whube\'el’ ma)?tbe the natural en-
ﬂnwm“ﬂla of the mind, they here
the proper channel for their!

The Gospel is a plan of improve-
ment, and society, through the
work of improvement assoCiations,
becomes informied of its truths and
the dealings of the Father with His
children. His wisdom and intelli-
gence are made kpown and Hie
children learn to rely upon Him
and look to Him for their guidance.

The individual when assigned a
part to be rendered in an jmprove-
ment meeting, goes to his
library, scans the pages of the
noble of the earth, gathers
from the best of these mnobie,
elevating ideas, and disseminates
them to his fellow-worliers. Bociety
is thus bLrought’ in eclose relation
with the good of al! ages and with
the best of thelr thoughts. It has
derived the bepetit of the bharl
study and research of the individ-
ual.

Were there no associntions no part
would be as:igned, no authors
scanned, no soclety henefited.
eflecta are not eonfined to the prae-

Its:
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tice of Gospel theology alone, aB
the term is usualy accepted. It ex-
tends to the various sciences that
contpin in them any saving and
redeeming guniities.

Look for a mowent at the effect
the **course of reading? alone has
produced the past year. Searcely a
society but has bhad neeess to this
work. 1n some instances the young
have remained at home, pondering
over the anpcient Britons in their
course, vieiting, with lrving, Strat-
ford-un-Avon; noticlng the Adelit
of the mighty i’ropbet Nephi; ad-
miring the works of nature; or be-
ing inepired by the heautiful plan of
redemption, instead of wusting time
at the billiard table or saloon and
letting the golden hours of their
spring time pass to eternity unim-
roved.

Hnd 1here been no improvement
work going on, England would not
have been known among us as she is
known today; the beautiful expires-
sion of Irving would have heer un-
medd. the virtues of the PProphet
Nephiunknewn, nature giving forth
her beautivs and pleasures unappre-
cinted; and the Father of us ali fni-
ther from us. Night would still
have Dbeen made hideous by the
drunkard; mothers walt 10" vain for
their sons to gather with them
aroumd the family altar of an even-
jog in thanksgiving to their Maker.

It is not fur a moment. howaver,
clnimeid that thiese rosults have been
thoroughly accomplished by im-
provement work, but such are its
tendencies.

[u brief, the effects ol improve-
ment work upon society are to make
it pencceable. pure, virtnous, chaste,
ennobling, to Ft:ld it tothat stand-
ard of excellence that will admit of
the Father of our souls taking up His
abodue witl: Hie ehildren and reign-
ing with them fur time and elernily.

Superintendent Reinard Maeser,
of Beaver Stake then read the fol-
lowing sentiment on *‘Mutual Em-
provement Association Work ns an
Ajld to the j'riesthood, Supportto
the National Government and a
Factor of Universal Progress.?’

SENTIMENT.

Mutual Improvement Association
Work an aid to the I'ricsthond,
Support to the Mational Govern-
ment and a Faclur of Universal
Progress.

* RESPONSE BY R. MAESER!

The perfect liberty of any faculty
of the mind lies within the range ot
its office. If it oversteps the Lounds
of its office it preys upon the fruits
ot the liberties of others. And as
with the mind so with organiza-
tions. The Mutual Improvement
Associntions were established that
they might be as aids to the Priest-
hood, any as such they have Iabored,
not arrogating to themselvea any

offices " beyond their legitimute
provinces, but zealously work-
ing for the well-belng and
improvement of the members.

Asaids to the ['rlesthood we can
point with pride nnd satisfaction to
the leng Ilst of niissionaries now
laboring in the varlous nutions,
spreading eternal truths, whuse
| names are or have been enrolied




