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of the new unit made some grave mis-
calculations. A more ratlonal procced-
Ing, it has been suggested, would be
1o measure the axis of the earth, which
Is a straight line and the base line, so
to speak. on which the globe 13 framed.
Dividing this llne In five hundred mil-
lion eqgual parts each would be about
half a hair's breadth longer than the
present inch. Twenty-filve of these
might he glven a convenlent name and
gerve for a longer unit, thus glving a
systemn of measurement with all the
advantages of the metrle system and
based upon a more sclentific founda-
tion., It 1a not at all impossible that
the meter system at some time wlll be
subjected to some such revision.

PRESIDENT WOODRUFF'B BIRTIIDAY.

Ninety.onc yvears ago today, March
1st, in the country village of Farming-
ten, now called Avon, Hartford county,
Connecticut, was born the man who
now presldes over’ the Chureh of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the
world and whoge great age and mental
and physical vigor are incontestable
proofs that God has been with him to
blese and preserve him for the great
work he has done and is still dolngz.
When the phocking accldents that have

befallen him at different times,
by which almost every bone
in hie body thas been broken,
the great hardships he has en-

dured, and the numerous severe and
dangerous attacks of disease from
which he has suffered, are all recalled,
his preservation in the health of body
and mind which he enjoys today be-
comes stlll more marvelous.

Ninety-one jyears! What wondecrful
things bas Wilford Woodruft lved te
gee! Bince he, as a boy, in charge of
a grist mill, spent many an hour of the
sllent nilght in meditation and prayer,
desiring that he might llve to hear the
voices of apostles and prophets, he has
geen the rise and growth of the work of
God to its present eminence and di-
menslons; he has witnessed the de-
velopment of the steamboat, raliroad.
telegraph, telephone and electric Hght
and dynamo; he has geen this nation,
rent asunder, hover long on the brink
of destruction but given at length a
further lease of life through its adher-
ence to true prineciples; he has seen
great wars, and the evolution of mighty
eventa that, In the nature of things,
must lead to greater wars.

Within the span of his own life, he
has seen the whole world move awiftly
on, from stage to stage, towards that
doom and destiny that await this earth
and its Inhabitants. Nations have risen

and fallen in hls time, and great
changen have been made in
the maps of hoth hemlspheres
aince he was a schoeol boy.

Eatimated by what he has seen and
experienced, It could be naid, perhaps
wlitheut exaggeration, that his life has
Leen as long as were those of some «f
the ante-diluvian patriarchs that were
measured by centuries.

In hiz wonderful old age he finds
himself in dally attendance upon the
duties of his calling, the possessor of
the unbounded respect of his fellow
cltlzens who are not of his religious
views, and of a love and reverence too
etrong and deep for expression here,
from tens of thousands who look upon
hm as thelr spiritual leader. His life
= an open hook. full of lessons of
{uith, patience, humility and devotion.
and of the fruits that follow the prac-
tice of these virtues in the life of a
Latter-day 8aint.

Today. in many lands and lInnguage:
prayers to God are being offepred. ex-
pressing heartfelt thanks that Presl

“News" ardently joins in the wish that
the aged veteran may live as long as
I1fe shall he desirable unto him, and
that health and peace may ablde with
him until the end!

NO LAWLESSLESSE WANTED.

Whatever may have been the motive
of those men who enacted the role of
Whitecappers at MoRroe on Friday

night last, they acted without due au-
thority of law If not in direct oppOsi-
tion to ft and were to that extent at
least clearly in the wrong. The weorst
part of such proceedings Is that the
odium does not rest excluslvely upon
those who so demean themselves, but
is east upon the community in which
they live and each Individual has te
bear hias proportion, which is what the
average citizen of this law-abiding
State would prefer to be absolutely
free from all the time.

In the Southern States, immedlately
and for several years after the war,
an organization having for its object
the terrorizing of the negroes was
maintained under the name of the
Ku-Klux Kian. It was shown as de-
fensive matter that the late freedmen
as a rule had no other conception of
freedom than immunity from atl kinds
of resatraint or responsibllity and that
the operation of the law was not
searching enough or fast enough In
most casea to either prevent or ade-
guately punish suech offenders. This
was to a great extent true, but it re-
malns a fact that about all the klan
succeeded In accomplishing In a morat
way wasg their own degradation to a
level with those complained of without
In the least diminishing the evils com-
plained of. So must it ever be. There
i3 no better or safer place than that in
which the law with awful, silent and
majestic power has full sway. It ia
sometimes perverted, now and then
goes beyend the proper mark and
again falls short of it: but let every
citizen be made to comprehend that v
ie his sword as well as hls shield when
properly Invoked and practiced, and
these mistakes will then grow less
from time to time and eventually ex-
Ist only as rare occurrences a long
way apart.

We want no Whitecappers, Ku-Klux
or vigilance committees in Utah.

A LESSON FHOM THE SOUTIL

The Cbamber of Commerce of the
town of Huntsville, A_lnbz\mn., s an
organization that seems to be bent on
fililng the purpose and meausre of its
ereation, and It has a secretary who
may properly be called a hustler from
the start-off. Under dmie of the 27th
of January he writes to one of the best-
known wheolesaple merchants in thls
city and State in the following breezy
and inviting straln: )

Are yvou fieuring on the removal of
your plant to the South? If so, the
Huntsville Chamber of Commerce In-
vites you to come and Investigate for
yourself the superior advantages this
clty offers for textile manufacturing:

1. Exemption from taxatlon for ten
years, beoth municipal, county and
state.

2, One of the besat Inland cotton mar-
kets 1In the SBouth. (Fifty thousand
bales per annum.)

. 3. Cheap coal, from $1.35 to $1.50 per
on.

4. High-clagse native white labor in
abundance, no labor organizations.
hence no strikes. Wages one-third leas
than in the East. '

b. Bixty-six hours per week standard

dent Wilferd Woodruff has been spared working time.

8o long. and the fervent desire that his

life 1nay be preserved yel many years. peting railroads making
With the Saints in all the world the Average freight rate on manufactured .

two com-
low rates.

6. Fine railroad facliities,

goods but fAve-sevenths of the
cotton to Eastern markets. rafSa

7. Abundance of water at no cost.

8. Free site glven for locating here
with slde tracks and water furnished
t'rge of expense,

. We represent that the unpar
succesl.s of (i:lr three large mm,nalmleillelg
here is sufficlent evidence of [
advantages. e

10. We have the enviable reputatio
of being the most healthfu i =
Sha N 1 locality in

11. Qur city has 15,000 pea
moedern fmprovements. People A

Write us if you are Interested, and

we will be pleased to ma
proposition. v ke YO
In the foregoing invitation and

argument are some inducem

the Chamber of Commerce :tni?ll‘:l;ii‘é};
cannot offer, and would not want to If
it could. But there i8 a suggestion of
ge:.up-;md-wm'k and Iii fine flaver of
enterprise accompanying’

that will he recefved wﬁh t};epo:?:jls;
retish by those of Salt Lake’s business
men who believe that their own semi-
slumbering eclty has the best rego.urceq
and prospects of any spot on the con-
tinent. Huntsville, Alabama may not
be all that 1ts promoters say it ix. but
If it does mot make a wlnuing' its
Chamber of Commerce e¢anpot be
charged with the blame. Sgalt Lake
[Clty is all and more than ita citizens
elaim for It; but — it would be un-
kind to carry the compatison further.

PURBLIC DISCUSSION OF VIQE,

The "News" feels a_profound respect
for men and Women who devote their
time and talenta to the reclamation of
the sinner. That person who per-

suades the victims of tem

leave the paths ef vice ang m:t;gé‘.e:;
of the vicious, to walh henceforth in
the ways of virtue and assceiate only
with the virtuous, is a savior and re-
deemer to the extent to which these
good works are carried. If these re-
sults are accompliahed without the
doing of harm to offset (hem, the
methods by which they are produced
ought mot to be condemmned, even
;hough thORehlr?ehmdods may not con-

orm 10 establishe or g
rules or notions. con v eniigE

Rut in the pursuit of a -
ject it is often easy to dommug?:lﬁa(:'?n
than good; and there i g guestion
whether a too free dimcussion of wvice
its haunts, its features, ita preva.]encé
and its attraétions, before mixed audi-
ences, embracing both sexes and all
ages and conditions, will not produce
more evil than beneflt. The rNews"
seriously questions the propriety and
the beneficence of such meetings. They
are not very Hkely to lead to reforma-
tion persons who have actually en-
tered upon the practice of wickedness
but they are likely to bring promltnent-
1y bhefore the minds of many persons
Inot familiar with vice, portruyals‘ ot
{1t that atimulate a curioslty and a
desire for further personal investiga-
tion, that often lead to fatal results.

As a rule 8 YOURE man pays his first
visit to a gambling den, and to a
worse placve, not out of a determina-
tion to do any wrongful act, but mere-
1y out of curlosity; and the less this
propensity Is excited, regarding the
subject matter here jindicated, in thc
minds of those not yet initiated in the
ways of sin, the better. Particularly
ghould the unguarded discussion of
such subjects. In the presence of mixed
assemblagen of young people, be avold-
ed, In relation to a certain class of
evils it may¥ be truly said that ignor-
ance 18 a protection to innocence,

What careful, thoughtful parent
would wish to have a daughter, who ia
nearing or has just passed the verge of
womanhood. yvet retains the stalnless




