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since our baptism and our assoclation [day I have had several come to me | the ,earth. here In the midst of this

with the Church as we had before, |and teil me that

then we need to be converted and be
porn again.

we hear a good deal of talk about
re-baptism. and the Iirst Presilency

the Twelve have felt that so
;';lnudch re-baptism ought to be stopped.
Men, when they commil sin, think

y get the Btl?hotp lto re&
them, they are all right an

:’:.Si-lz:ms are condoned. It is a falla-
cy; It will lead to destructivn. There
{s no such thing in the Gospel of the
T.ord Jesus Christ. It is repentance
from sin that will save you, not re-
baptiem. If you have been baptized,
then, if you commit sin, repent of the
sin, confess It, and make the confes-
810;1 as broad us the knowledge of the
sin; confess it to your brethren and
sisters, and ask their rorgiveness:
and do not imagine that when you
commit sin you can slip into the
waters of paptism and you are aill
pight again. Do not delude your-
selves, brethren s~ > sisters. Binners,
be not decelved Ly such a laliacy.
gomething more than this js neces-
sary. We need to rapent of our sina.
and to confess them to God. ‘We need
to come before the Lord with broken
hearts and contrite Bpirits, and be-
fore the Church with tha spirit of
confession. We should not be afraid
to confess our sing; for there is mno
man among us that is not a sinner.
Of course, there are different degrees
of sin, and there is n difference in the

*s: Lut mo man or woman, in

if they can onl

e OB
fleigéreifng to the confession of another,
n:ed pride himseilf or herself and say,

1] t a sinner. Here is this.poor
el{eimrg? a sinner; oh, how I pity
him!" If we come to God in humllity,
e will show unto us our sins, and our
imperfections. and nur faults; and we
will feet merciful to our brethren an

d
giaters who, like ourselves. are weak

ing-
g’:lfl “,:::,rn_ Es.mc;! we will forgive them. |hear.
This is the feellng that should exist In

gsom when men and women
S,,vf;yco&omit sin come and confess
their sing and are humble and con-
trite. When Latter-day Saints hear
such things, there i8 a feeling of pity
wells U in their hearts, and thelr
gouls overfiow with s'ympathy, and
they say, "Yes, yes, we'll forgive you,
and we'll try and forget ull about {t.
Go on, dear brpther, (or sister) repent,
and do better from this time forward,
and we will give you our faith and
prayers’” That s the way Saints
should teel when their brethren and
girters commit aln and repent of (it
The Lord, also. Is moved with com-
passion; the angels are moved with
mercy and sympathy; and the Lord
Jesus, who stands as a Medlator be
tween our Iather and ourselves, is
Mtllad with . compasslon for His
brethren and slsters when they com-
mit gin and repent of 1it. Oh! all
heaven s moved by the repentance of
a sinner, and stirred up with a desire
to help the poor creature who con-
fosses his sins and repents truly aml
ly.

Si%critﬁu)'en and sisters, now that this
Conference Is drawing to a close, let

us endeavor to profit by the teachings |

we have heard. I have heen gladdened
during this Conference over one thiog.
I believe the nomination of the two
brethren who are appointed to fill the

vacancles In the quorum of the
Apostles came 88 a surprise to the
community, If not to the Saints. ]

have not seen what the papers have
said at different times; but I un-
derstand they have been picking and
choosing and mentloning the mname
of every man that Is at all consplcu-

ous in the Church, as likely to be
chosen. It fs evident that the Lord
did pot tell them anything. Since

these hames were presented yester-

l

We will be full of pity | thelir

1
l

the Lord had re-
vealed to them that these men would
he chosen. One man sajd to me that
last April, when they were presenting
the namnes of the authorities 4n th2
Stake to which he belongs, it was
made manifest to hlm that Matthias
F. Cowley would be one of the Twelve

Apostles, He s8aid so to bhis com-
pantons, and told them to writi ¢
down, as it would be [fuifilled. Hev-

eral instances of this
to my knowledge. I have not mingled
much with the people, Lecause we
have been so busy; but I have been
gratifled beyond expression to learn
from these instances that the Lord 18 a
God of revelation, not to the First
Dresidency and the Twelve alone, Lut
that the Latter-day Saints as a people
have the spirlt of revelation. It is a'
blessed thing to llve in an age when
God reveals His mind uand wlll to
ithose who seck for It. It is not al-|
ways that we have everything told to |
us; but when we want to get light
upon any sublect. the Lord has pro-
vided the way. He is a God that hears
and answers prayers. He doess not
conceal Himself. I am thankful that
we are not as Israel was In the days
of Elljah, The prophets of Banl cried
aloud, jumped upon their altar, cut
themselves with knives, and indulged
in all sorts of extravagances to reach
the ear of thelr god. while Elijah
taunted them and said.perhaps he was
usSleep or ,had gone on a Journey.
That is the condlition of the world to
a great extent. I speak this without
intending any  dlsrespect, because
there are juast am good people in the
world as we are; but I say It because
there is no revelatlon among them,
nor any idea that it can be obtalned,
and therefore, men call In vain when |
they do call; though there are honest
souls who helieve the IL.ord wlll hear
prayvers, and whom He does
When the Prophet Elijah called
our God heard and answered him.s
8o It 13 with this Church. It is the
Churech of Jesus Christ, and when fts
membera call
revelation fram God,
faith and dillgence and the responsi-
bllity that rests upon them. As I said
last night at the Priesthood meeting, .
there has never been one minute since
this Church wag organized that it has
been destitute of the knowledge of God
and the voice of God. The will of God
could be obtained; It has been ob-
talned. And the Church will never be
left without {t. ‘The authority Is In
the Chureh to lead it, as Brother
Reynolds said. The angels and heads
of dispensations that have been upon
the earth have come and restored the
keys they held and bestowed them
upon the Prophct Joseph Smith: and
he sealed them upon the Apostles.
The Bsame authority, the same Keys,
the same power that had been con-
ferred upon him, he transmlitted in
their fullners to the Twelve Apostles,
In this way the keys and that au-
thority have been preserved pure and
In the fullness of thelr power on the
earth, and are here In the midet of
this people. In thls respect we stand
at the head,

It is written that the ten tribes will
come forth from the north country,
and they will come here to those who |
hold the keys In this dspensation, to
receive the blessings they do not have!l
themselves, Here 18 Ephraim, and!
Ephraim holds the keys. The ten
tribes are there, but the authority to]
hold the keys s here. God is doing a
mighty work among the nations of
the earth, unknown to us to a great
extent. Powerful agencles are operat-
ing under Hia direction in all the na-
tions, to bring to pass the fulfilment
of His deslgns. While this s ail going
on, and we may seem only like a lfttle
handful in the midst of the milliong of

kind have come

people the authority is held which God
recognizes, and here are the keys by
which the purposes of God will be ful-
filled. Ail tkat has been spoken by
the mouths of the holy Prophets will
be accomplished. There will be a high=-
way cast up: the ten tribes will re-
turn. and they will come to the chll-
dren of Ephraim to receive their bless-
ings.

There s everything, therefore, to
encourage us. Let us llve 80 that we
shall be hejrs and recipients of these
great blessings. I.et us endeavor to
have our families Illve so that we
shall be prepared for Lthe coming of the
1.ord: that we will not listen to Satan,
that our chlldren will turn a deaf ear
to his persuasions, and that we our-
selves Will set them the example; that
we will teach them to remember, above
all things, to never commit any sin
that will cause them to lose their
standing in the Church of Christ.

God .bless you all, bless everyone
who has attended this Conference, and
fill us with the Holy Ghost, and help
us to do right. God bless our beloved
Presldent Wilford Woodruff. God be
pratsed! He has heard the prayers of
His servants and people in His behalf,
that hls life might be preserved, and
he 1z with us today, fllled with a
vigor—coneldering hls age and his
gickness—that 1is really astonishing.
God bless him. and bless all that per-
tains to him, and preserve him. We
would like to have hlm live forever, if
we could. God bless you all, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.

THOMAS NELSON PAGE.

(Copyrighted, 1898, by Frank Q. Car-
penter.)

Washington, Feb. 8, 1888.—During va
recent call upon Mr, Thos. Nelson Page
I asked him a number of questions
about his literary work. He has just
completed his novel, “Red Rock.” the
firat chapters of which were published
in the January numberg of Scribner's
Magazine. This {s Mr. Page’s flrat long
story. It will run in the magazine
throughout the vear, and will he puh-
lished in° book form about next Christ-
mas. The atory i8 one of the recon~
atructlon days, and it has throughout
a strong flavor of the South. The sub-
Ject Is a very delicate one, and Mr.
Page telle me that he rewrote the novel
several times before it reached ita
predgent shape. He §s, however, Very
modest in reference to all matters con-
cerning himself and his work. He says
the novel embodies the best that is in
him, but that he cannot tell whether
the hook 18 really good until the publio
have passed upon it.

I wish I could reproduce for you my
conversation with Mr. Page. He I8 ona
of the most dellghtful of talkers. Hin
volce s soft and melodious and hia
manners are simple and unaffected.
There is nothing of the literary egotist
about him and it was only in responss
to many questiona that I drew from
him the story of his life. He is now just
about forty-five years of age. He was
born on his father's piantation, Oak-
land, Va., in 1833, and at the time the
war ¢logsed he was twelve vears old.
His father was an eminent lawyer and
a men of means, but the war Impov-
erfgshed him, and there were months
during that time that the family had
no meat In the house. They Were, a3
Mr, Page says, '"'deadly poor” when the
wal closed, 30 poor, indeed, that much
of his reading In those days was done
lyIng before the fire or by the light of a
pine knot. His father had a good 1lib-
rary, and among the first of his book
loves was Walter Scott, He can hardly
remember when he began to read
Scott'a novels, and he reads them to-

day with as much love almost as when .

he was a boy. Even at that time he

:

E

]

i

g

r

it

-



