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dark ages of the reventh and eighth
dynastier, when the Egyptians seem
to have been oppressed by disaster.

Just what Prcfessor Petrle’s new
dlsoovery will prove with respeot to the
conditions of Jife smopg what he
terms the prehistoric dweliers of
Egypt oannot be determined without a
fnrther examination in detajl; but one
thing seems reasonably certain st
present, and that is, they reves! a
oondition of barbariem among the in-
habitante of that part of the world
such a8 to make thelr destruction by =a
deluge a justifiable if not the only
meava by which an overiuling Provi.
dence could operate Lo people the earth
with = purer class of beinge. The
record which the distivgulahed Egypt-
oleglst bas brought forth in this later
age of the world isa fitling paraliel
to the desoription given in the aixth
ohapter of (Genesis, when it ie eaid the
fnhabitants were mighty men, but
their wickeduess was B0 great, the
thoughts of their hearts belng evil
continaally, that ‘'it repented the
-Lord tbat He had made mamn on the
earth,’” and He destroyed all except
Noab and they that were with him in
.the ark.

— —

THE JAP AND THE (ZAR.

The **little Jap* does not Beem to he
such & smail chap after all, coneldering
the foot thet he now regarde bhimrell
a maleh for the ‘*‘colossus of the

Notth,”’ and would rather try bis skill
and strength with the Rueslan czar
today than put off any longer a con-
fliot that he regards ae inevitable
sooner or later, The situation may he
locked upon a8 presentlng s rather re-
markable metamophoeis from that of a
yerr ago, when Japan was regarded as
too lnelgnificant to even riek s war
with Chins; now it s big enough to
messure srms with the most extensive
empire on earth, and all through
bhaving beaten the Chinamen a few
times,

Nor dces Japan’s attitude in
this Intest pbase of the eustern wWar
guestion se¢mn more jmprobatle of
maintenance than when the mikado
proposed to fght China lees than s
year ago, His armics already are in
the fleid and In fighting trimw, He
has China In & position that It must
eitber give him any required assist-
apce against Russia or be wiped out of
existence ileelf as @ nstion. Chipa je
uttisfled with the treasty of peace, and
‘of course would not willlngly consent
to pay the price of a change at the
demsnd of Ruesia, whioh it considers
.has no husiness to jnter’ere. Thus far
Japan and China are together in an
aftalr that must be regarded as their
ow!. On lbe other band, Russian
interferenoe cannct receive any
eflective suppert from Euro-
pean nations, because it in
uncalled for. The czar’s terrilory ie
not invaded, and his only reason for
meddling and attempting lo aletate
terms to Japan is lest the latter should
become a formlidable power In Agin—a
destiny which 1t looks as though Rus-
eia I8 too late to chapvge, and which
it haa no right to control. The Mus-
covite wants for bimeself an important
part of what Japan bas secured from
China, but it he tries to prevent the
tranafer of to gralify his own deslire for

territorial aggrandizement in Corea or
at Port Arthur, there isevery pros-
foct that Japan wlil retake Baghalien
lsland, whiob the Russians seized from
the mikado twenty years ago.

In thie ejtuation it looke ssthough
Japan can sland quietly by the trealy
made with China, carry out ita prc-
viglons, and if Russia growls about it,
ank the Muscovite what he is going to
do. Then if there is any prop sition
to fight it out, Japan s ready for that,
with a prospect of galnlng more fame.

TALKS TO ROYS

I.—THE TWO ROADS.

The famous (Ferman suthor, Jean
Prul Richter, relates an aneodote of a
youth who fell Into an urgulet flumber
and dreamed that be was an aged
man, standing at a window in cou-
templation of his past oareer, He
rajsed his eyes Lo ths deep blue sky
where the stars rhone steadlly; then
lie oast them ob the eaith where few
more hopeless belnge than bimeelf
moved toward their certaln goal—the
tomb. It seemed to bim that be had
paesed ¢iXty of the etages which led to
it, and bad brought from hie journey
nothing but errors and remoree; his
health was destroycd, his mind vacant,
hi. heait sorrowful, and bisocld age
devold of comfort.

Azsa vislon Lefore him, the days of
his youth rose up, and he recalled Lhe
solemn moment when, at his humble
German home, his father bad
placed him at (he entrance of
two roade—telllng bim that one
led jato a peacefal, sunny
land, covered with a fertile harvest,
and resounding wilh eoft, sweel songe,
thet tbhe other ied the wanderer to s
deef, dark cave, whence there was no
tasne, where polson fiowed instead of
water, abd where serpents hlssed and
crawled. He looked toward the sky,
and ctled oui fn agony: “0 daysol
my youth, reture! O my father, place
me once more at the entravece to ltie,
that I may ohocse 1he better way 122

But the days ot his youth and his
father bitth had pssred away., He
saw wandering lights fioativg beyond,
over dark marshes, and then disappesar;
these were the days of hie wasted Jife,
Hesaw a star fall from heaven, and
vanish in darkness; this was am em-
blem o! bimeelf, and the sharp arrows
of unavalllng remorse struck home to
his heart. He remembered his youth-
ful companions who entered life with
him, but who, having trod Lhe paths
of virtue and of truth, were now hon-
ored and bappy. The olock in the high
ower near hy struek, and the sound

recalled his parents’ early love
for bim, thelr errfiog eop; the
leckone they hbad teught bjm;

the y rayers they had oftered up in hie
behsll. Overwhelmed wilh shame and
grlef, he dared no tooger look toward
that heaven where his father and
mother were; tears ran from his
darkened eyer, aud with one despsir.
ing eflort he cried aioud, '*Come back,
my carly dayt! come hach!?’?

He was aroused by hle own volee;
bie youth bad ocome back—lor it had
been bul & dreamm which came to bils
slumbere on New Year’a night., He

-was still young-—but hils faulis were

real, He tharked God fer vently that

time was still hls own-—that he had not-
yet entered the deep, dark caverp, hut
wad free to tread the rosd Jleading to
the peaceful land, there lo enjoy the-
sooiely of the good and the pure; and
in hia beart he remolved thaL the-
prayers of lovlug psrents, the lessons
of Eind teachere, and the admonitions
of those who pointed the way to God
and heavep, should mot be waeted on
bim.

The dream, how typical of many a.
ocareer whioh oap be polntod toin com-
mop, everyday life, in which the bitter

cry, ‘‘Ob give me back - my
early days!?”” {a unaveiliog; whera.
wanted youth will not re~
turn! With these lessons of actual

exlatence before them, more vivid tham
even the young man’s dream, 1t is not
tobe wondered that the earnest efforts

of parenpts, teaohers, and preachers of
of the Divine plan of saivation go out

in Intense pleadings today for the

youth of these mountala valea to
walk In the road whioch leads to ster-
nal peace and bappinees; to sacrifice

thoes appetites, habite and inclinatione .
which only produce broken heasith,

heciouded minds, comlortless sge, and

ceaseless mieery.

The ending of the (wo Yoads, how
far apar-! Yet at thelr outret the
divergence ls e0 wlight as to eeem
hardly perceptible; hut the space grows
wider and wideras we go along elther,
until the other passes out of sight.
How shull we choose so as to avoid the
deep, dark, poisonous cavern as an lp-
evitable destination? Go o the
entracce of the two roadr, as did the
dreamer, apd lister! The voloe of cur
Falber instruots, in ianguage not to be

mleunderttood—intones as penetrating ~

as those in which were utlered the
Ten Commandments amid the thun=
dere on Mount Binai more than three
Lhousand years agr, and whose echoes
are ringing over earth today.

What does He &a3? For surely
words of such vaet {mport should be
indelibly impressed on every hra]p=—
should be Ineffegeably writiten on
every hearr. l.et me recosl! a recent
epteode in our experfence, when the
tempter made special efforta to lead the
boys ip the way of darkoees, by fu-
ducements to contra¢t Lthe Lohhaco
habit, agaipat the which the rervants
of the Most High mede ecmphatic pro-
text. Tbis bringe the Inquiry, Is fol-
lowing the tobacco hahit, which to
many se¢ms but a little step al most
from the right wsy, treading Lhe rosd
toward that aw{u) oave whence there
is no istue, where polson lows instead
ol waler, and where serpenits hisa and
oraw,? Let us find the answer, exe
amive as carefully as time will permis,
and tell tn plain worde of the plalm,
facts we meet.

What does Father nay, av He calja.
cur attenition to the two roads? **Tohsao-
oo ie not good for the body!™ Surely-
He knows,for in the Divine provj-
tence He formed that hooy and gave
it t¢ man. Agaln, lobacod **is not
good for man. but is an berb for brujres
and stek cattle.”” Be; it may not be
used Internally for niedicive for man
when he is ill—even the man who.
thinks Lhereby to cure his stokness has
not the divine permission to use tobacco
therefor within his body, as whatever
might be the imaginary reltef In one
direction, the whole effect {s not goouds

#0 wa¥etbhe Liord. Tobagce is un herb
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