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rotYOT many days since we gave thetha 0opin-
ion

pini-
on of the afiaalia california respecting
the recent legislature of that state and
the joy there would be felt by many
upon receiving tho news that tthehe ses-
sion had expired by law we perceive
that thothe sacramento union entertains
a similar opinion in relation to that
body

it is almost certain in the minds otof
those who have closely watched the events
odtheof thetho session that the late legislature was
reeking with corruption this is the com-
mon opinion betitbut it would be next to im-
possible by any means to convict a single
individual on specific charges we have
seen how one case failed utterly in the as-
sembly where a member got up and han-
ded oyer to that body a bribebeibe which badhad
been given him to vote for an infamous
billbaill the assembly probably interested
in huchbuch lacoursea course laughed down investiga-
tion andana silenced the complaining witness

the union iais greatly exercised about
the present condition of affairs and
the manner in which bribery to carry
out desirable schemes is openly prac-
ticed men of wealth success and re-
spectabilityability have come to look upon
such crimes as merely venial

the union says this is the age of great
corporations they stand in about the
same relation to the people of this day
and country aapis the barons occupied totoetoi
ward the common people of europe in
feudal times with this
have greater power for they accomplish
their ends in ruling the country and
wronging the people by fraud aldaid bri-
bery while the barons to reach the
same objects had recreerecourseoureoune to brute
force

its language respecting the condition
of public affairs laIs so graphic that to
condense or change it would weaken
it

bribery 11 it says nunsruns riot sharp arao
tice is calledcased smartsmara fraud if it covercovers
many thousands of dollars is patted on
the back and complimented with the
name of shrewdness 11 the corporationscorporation are
encouraged to swindle thothe public the
government county city State or national

becbecomesomesaa convenient goose to be plucked
legislatures aroare subsidized and their
members bought up like so many hungry
hogs waiting to feed upon the peoples
corn boards of supervisors follow in the
evil way courts neglect their duty juries
and witnesses are subsubornedornedarned grandgran juries
intimidated and law officers deem it a
hopeless and a useless task to defend the
injured state or county

this is a severe and not flattering yet
truthful pen picture of official life as it
exists in more places than one in the
republic in fact the mostmoat gloomy re-
flection connected with the subject is
that the emilisevil is so general andunit bujo thor-
oughly fastened upon the body politic
that it is almost hopeless to expect a
cure yet the union thinks t t leraiera is
one remedy and only one thatthai is to
appeal and organize public
that can only be done through llatia me-
dium of an honest incorruptible aud
courageous press should the preespress be
subsidized then the people have the
howerinpower in their own handsbands toretoneto rejectletjei t it
with scorn and crush it with negineglecteuleuc

alas for the republic if this be the
only agency that can be brought to bear
upon these abuses to eradicate them
while as the union says the age is
wholly commercial and money is god
why should the controllers of the press
be so elevated above other classes that
they should not only resist temptations
offered to themselves but remove them
beyond the reach of others editors
and publishers arearo mortal and subject
to human weaknesses and wants t like
politicians if a memmemberberofof a state or
national legislature places a certain
value upon his vote and his influence
why should not controllers of the press
view their influence as valuable and
worth a price unless it be admitted
hat editors are a superior class and

above the sordid and the
einaleinai it is vain to expect an ex
vestion of virtue and seifself denial
on their part that their fellow
citizens do not exhibit the fact is a
general demoralization has taken place
on these points among public men its
growth is painfully apparent venal-
ity prevails justice iss bought and
sold like meat at the shambles and
the question is not Is a measure
right but laIs it popular or laIs there
money in it many people looklooe
upon position and influence as a means
of obtaining the god they worship if
they holdbold a place of trust in the legis-
lature or elsewhere they place a com-
mercial value upon the influence which
it enables them to wield ifit they con-
trol the columns of a newspaper they
view its influence in thothe samesanie lightight
While suehsuch is the conduct of public men
there is just grounds for anticipating
the botmotmoat dreadful of evils to betbefall11 the
republic

congregational MINISTERS
aulieaubie eornobeokFOK POLYGAMY

WM BARTLETT thetho pastor of
plymouth congregational church chi-
cago preached a sermon on thothe loth
instant on the subject of the family
in whichw li iehich retookbetookbe tooktooh occasion as we learn
from the chicago postpos to give his
views on the subject of polygamy con-
nected therewith and now receiving no
little attention from the american pub
lie the post in alluding to his dis-
course hayg

not so much because this gentleman is
the minister ofor a large congregation of in-
fluentialfluent ial intelligent people not even so
much because he is generally known as a
prominent thinker and writer in that de-
nomination which has BOso many leading
maids of the country not so much for
both these reasons as because he belongs
as apl citizen of the republic to that school
whose teachings have destroyed slavery
uprooted all political caste and made the
nation free do we make mention of a dis-
course the truth and wisdom of which we
wish were instilled into the hearts of all
the people of the land

mr bartlett doesdogs notmot approve of po-
lygamy he thinks the family iaIs a di-
vine institution and as divinely insti-
tuted monogamynonogamy is a part of it he
saysbaya polygamy is nowhere commended
nor areara there any moral lessons based
upon it on the contrary he thinks
the history of solomon the chief of
polygamous sinsinnersneis aigand particularly
the history of his latter days is an ulluliun-
answerable argument against polyga-
my he branded that klugking wilh the
red hot iron of condemn atlonullon and then
skinned him to the bones he made
him out to be a great seaecasea awagawag s

it is not our purpose tvto comment on
this part of mr Bartbautbartlettabartlettsletts discourseuiscourse we
differdiffer with him respecting his conclu-
sions about polygamy and the testi-
mony of scripture in reference to ilandit and
certainly think solomon wickedness
no more an evidence against the institu-
tion of patriarchiallal marriage than the
idolatrous conductconductorof jeroboam king of
israel and the dissoluteness of george
the fourth I1 of england arearo evidencesevidencesotof
the hurtful tendencies of rmonogamy
but it is his views in relationfonton to the
measures under consideration at the
present time for the extirpation of the
people who believe in patriarchlalJal mar-
riage that we wish1 to lay before our
readers

mr bartlettBartletfc cannot from his record
and public avowals and censures be
looked upon as a man having the slight-
est leaning towards the pecolar institu-
tion of utah yet the treatment he
would extend to it would those
who are in favor of sending fire and
sword and army contractors to10 this ter-
ritory to civilize its inhabitants he
would wipe out the institution andaud be-
cause he would wipe it out he would do
it by means not only adopted to the
end by moral forceefor ceibcrib butbwhich the en-
lightened elv of the aoagee would
approve no drop orof blood should ac-
cording to his view bo1 shed in the con-
test or could be without the gravest
crime As for the particular politico
religious horror BOso many people have
upon the subject it must be taken for
just what it is worth and no more due
regard being hadbad to the laettact eutu quote
from the post that

only eenten years ago nearly all of us were
upholding an institution infinitely worse
in all respects than polygamy and in detfact
embracing that atrocity in thetho infinite va-
riety otof atrocities of which it was the pa-
rent the institution of african slavery

but even though the nation were
sinless now and hadbad been as pure as
snow for centuries for the tolerationtion
of flagrant wrong in the past is no good

i reason why I1itt sshouldbould be shielded now
or in the future we quote again from
the post

we should never draw the sword
against thothe polygamists of utah because
as a remedy for such ills it has long since
become obsolete there are so many better
surer and even quicker means perma-
nent and thorough cure being desired
that we shouldbe in the last degree stupid
not to say criminally blameworthy to use
such means as used centuries ago cast a
black shadow over the fame of those who
had a thousand excuses and palliations
where we could not possibly have one it
is mr bartlettsbartlettaBartletts opinion in a word that
brigham youngs institution in utah as a
religious monstrosity Is only paralleled
in view otof the enlightened civilization of
the age in which wowe live by the politico

i religious monstrosity of what is known as
the cullom bill

there can be but little doubt that herein
mr bartlett correctly represents the
thought of that liberal school of thinkers
who have led the public opinion of this
nationality and are rapidly taking posi-
tion as leaders of the publicglieile opinion of
christendom they will lotnot let the world
be turned baek three centuries even in

the cause of the destruction of tilethe utah
haremsbareis they will not let slip the dogs of
war in a contest ofa religious nature they
will put down the evil but in suchway that
tilethe cure shall not be as bad as the disease
let the christian chuichchurch in all of its dif-
ferent denominations pronounce laagainst
that monstrous barbarism practicedpracticed upon
thothe shores odtheof the areat salt lake let them
pronounce with equal earnestness against
the equal barbarism of an act of congress
which coulcoulddonlyonly with complete appro-
priatenessprI1aane be written in blood and they
wwill nindfind polygamyygogo down before their
peaceful assaults and the operativecooperativeco in

of commerce travel journalistic
discussion and the irresistible power SJof
millions of families organized on thetho ontyonly
principle which is consistent with the laws
ofnature and of natures god otherwise
we may indeed destroy the monstrous evil
of polygamy but in BOso doing would cer-
tainly hastbastenand might speedilysheepee bring on
the ruin olourofouroun free republic 21

ADULTentCUT annAND ITS
I1 A SERMON

A remarkable sermon was delivered
by the revbev charles B smyth a pres-
byterianby terianterlan minister in new york city
on ri the loth dinst his text was
the tenth verse of the twentieth chapter
of leviticus

and the man that committeth adultery
with another mans wife even he that
commit teth adultery with his neighbors
wife the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surelyburelysurelyburely be put to death 11

he opened his remarksre arks by saying that
it is the gigreateat fault of the modern pul

that they indulge in vague
generalities but in his view the chris-
tianityti not of modern speculating the-
ologiansologians not of bigoted sectarianssectarians but
the christianity of christ himself this
is what is needed in the pulpit in the
pew in the courts of the church in her
conventions conferences synods and
councils to put life into a dead world
and to make the church not a bywordby word
and a laughing stock but an odaobjecteeb uni-
versallyversally admired and beloved

thou not commit adultery
rings through every avenue of the souiboul
he said with the true ring of a pre-
cious coin that is not counterfeit and
elicits at once the unanimous acclaim
of all the faculties that such a com-
mandmand is rightt rightt in theth e very nnatureatu re
of things absolutely eternally un-
changeably right

brethren said hohe it is time for true
modesty to take the place of the false
modesty which by her prudery with cruel
whip inift handband hashag driven virtue like an
exile weeping from our land and peopledpeopleU
it largely witawila Fourierites and free lovers
it is time for the pulpit to waken up on this
question it must do so if our country is
to babe keptkept from a fate like that of sodohodosodomin
and gomorrah the medical faculty are
arousigarousingg themselves and crying to the
clergy to comecomo and help them kletthe lat-
ter not hearbear their cry in vain nor refuse
to hearken to the call of god delrycry aloud
and spare not show my people their trans-
gressionsgres

he then took the press to task for the
doctrines which it in many instances
disseminates and asked who can tell
what the influence the reading of the
effusions from the pens of men of loose
mondsmorals has produced upon youthful
mindsminde he evidently does not favor
the abolition of capital p nishniah ment for
he said that men whose morals are
bad are apt to favor such an abolition
impunity for crime accords well with
the freedom to commit crime

the extensive prevalence of the crime
of adultery he thought was plainly
traceable to the freelovefree love doctrine
marriage by affinity and on this ac-
count a disregard of the sacred obliga-
tions of marriage by law had grown up
the indiana method of settling ques-
tions arising out of the practice of this
crime he was opposed to that method
also was opposed to bommoncommoncommon sense
this wasw evident from the fact that
even the nations of antiquity which
were loose astoas to many points ofmorality
were united in inflicting punishment
upon all who were guilty of adultery
to give our readers an idea of his

lineine of reasreasoningonlo g on this point we quote
fromrom the report of the sermon as icit ap-
pears in the new york keraldherald

avimelechAbimelech threatened death to anyanyo0
the men who would thus insult the
wife of isaaeisaac judah condemned tamar to
be burnt on the supposed evidence of her
having committed this crime the egypt-
ian law maimed for life both oforthothe offen-
ders the Locrians putout both odtheof the mans
eyes the germans placed the woman
denuded among her kindred shaved her
head and caused her husband to beat
her through the city the
crowned the man with wool to shame him
the camani obliged the woman to ride
upon an ass naked and hooted at and for-
ever after called her in scorn a rider upon
inn ass even tho romans though very
lax and though permitting the husband
to divorce his wife at pleasure yet fortified

ay statute so as
ao recognized her as his wife and the
jews punished with death both offenders
this leads mome to remark further that
adultery with impunity iais opposed to thetho
law of god

the doctrine that a man shouldshoula he al-
lowed to violate the seventh command-
ment with impunity is absurd it is op-
posed to the instincts of human nature
the offenseoffence is one that pierces thetho heart of
the injured onuone with a poisoned arrow that
sets his nerves on nirefiro and consumes all
illshis joys and hhis hopes it wounds his braiabrail
and sends his reason reeliereelingig it meets a
slspontaneous ungovernable instantaneous
reresistancesistance which seeks the life of the of-
fender mad or not mad now from the
fact that god himself decreed death as the
punishmentpunishmentunishment for adultery it follows that
kathdeath is thothe natural and proper punish-
ment for that crime and if it is so how
comesscomes it to passpass that nations under the
sway of modern civilization professedly
christian have not affixed that penalty to
the offence the reason which blackstoneBlackstonetono
assigns for this deficiency in the laws of
england maybemay be sufficient to acaccountcount for
the same in all christian lands he says
that it was left to the feeble coercion of
the spiritual court according to the rules
of the canon law a law which has treated
even adultery itself with a great degree of
tenderness and lenity owing perhaps to
the constrained celibacy of its first com-
pilers the temporal courts therefore
take no cognizance of the crime of adultery
otherwise than as a private injuryi nj ury 1

by a law enacted during the common-
wealth this crime was made capital but the
samegame authority says that at the restoration
it was not thought proper to renew a law
of such unfashionable rigor the court of
charles II11 it is well known to every read-
er of history was most profligate and such
a law consequentlyconse bently would be by no means
agreeable colawto lawmakerslaw makers who were at the
same time lawbreakerslaw breakers since no man who
is compos mentis desires to be his own exe-
cutionercutioner brethren it is time now that our
lawlawmakersmahersmakers should open their eyes to the
fafarfadct that thejudgments ofgod are true and
rgrighteousoteous andad should attach the proper
penalty to the violation of thetho seventh
commandment the remembrance that so
many men have in recent years fallen back
uponpon their natural rights and avenged
theirair injured honor and ruined hopes and
blightedlighted bliss with their own hand aniand
been acquitted by honest juries appointed
to try them on the charge of murder and
thatbat their verdicts have been approved by
the people should make them understand
that meremore pecuniary damages are no com-
pensationpensation toto any man for the desolation
which an artful seducer has made in his
hitherto happy home

I1

we have our statute law and our
common law but there is a higher
law that risesrides above them all and
that higher law is the law of god a law
promulgated amidst the thunders and

and other awe inspiring indica-
tions of the presence with it of our god
who is a consuming fire to all workers of
iniquity a law the utterance of which
meets with a true and an exact echo in
every manly heart and says the adulter-
er and the adulteress shall surely be putputtto

1 death it

if such preaching as this were more
general suawsunborinri statementstatements weresvere sustained
and enforced crime would receive ubeusea se-
vere check but who can get law break
ers as mr smyth bayssaissaysbays to be law-
makers that is make lawsjaws binding
upon themselves this is well illus-
trated by the manner in which the pro-
positionp i of mr fitchpitch of nevada was
received by the house of representa-
tives when he proposed to make the
provisions of the cullom bill applicable
to all the states and territories

A OAKEY HALL the present mayor
of new york has reason to congratu-
late himself on securing the good opin-
ion and praise of the new york dberyldeeral
that paper has been unsparing in its
denunciation odtheof the manner in which
affairs have been conducted in a muni-
cipal capacity in new york city but
at last it can speak in terms of approba-
tion of the course of the mayor who it
says makes a fair beginning the
mayorkasmayor has accepted the high trusteetrust re-
posed in him as involving an honor-
able obligation to respect the political
minority of hibhis constituents so faratfaroar at
least as to reappoint a few of kislishis politi-
cal opponents whose past service to the
public additionally deserve the recog-
nition I1

upon the general considerations
which have guided the mayor in these
appointmentsappointmente the herald thinks they
arearc surely calculated to give general
satisfaction

itlt is said that the new senator mor-
gan 0 hamilton from texas never
smoked a cigar took a drink or kissed
a woman we predict he wiilwill be like
the new hired girigirl when asked if she
had ever had any experiencexperience6 as a wet
nurse she said she but ththatat sshebe
could soon learn ex

new york has enough outcast chi-
ldren to make a procession in double
nilefile eleven miles long


