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TOM ROCKET THE ENGLISH high-
wayman

tom rocket was a highwayman no one
ver christened him tom hishii fathers name

waswag notlot rocket when he waswag tried for his
life at warwick assizes he was arraigned as
charles jackson and they were particular
about names then if you indicted a man as
jim and his true name was joe he got off and
when the law was altered so that they could
betset such errors right at the trial
wise lawyers said tha british constitution
was beingbein pulledled up root and branch but

neither here nor there I1 cannot tell
you how it was that he camacams to be known as
tom rocket and if I1 coulcounditditdib would not have
anything to do with my story for six years
he was the most famous thief in the midland
counties and for six years no one knew what
he waalikesilke HPili was a lazy fellow was tom
he never came out axceexceptt when there was a
good prize tota be picketpicked up and he had his
scouts and his spies all over the place to get
him information about bootlandbootyand warn him of
danger but to judge by what people said he
wawascloncronilonon the roaaldroad to half a dozen dfderentdifferent
places at once every day of his life for you
seeea when any one was robbed of his property
orar found it convenient so to account for itchy
lielle laid it upon tom rocket as a sort of ex
eiscisgise for giving it uptip easily because you see
no one thought of resisting tom

so it was that all sortsborts of conflicting de-
scriptionsscript ions of his person got abroad one said
that he was an awful talltati kanand had a voice
lleikelikeile thunder another that he was a mild little
man with black eyes and light hair helasho was
a very fat man with blue eyes and black hair
with some he had a jolly red face he was
pale as death and his nose waswag roman one
day and grecian or shuo the next

his dress was all the colors of the rainbow
amiand as for his horse that was of every shade
and breed that was ever heard of and a good
many more beside that have yet to be found
out he wore a black half mask but some
how or other it was always obliging enough to
slip off BOso as to give each of his victims ua full
view of his face only no two of them could
breraier agree as to what it was like

myidly father was a Gloucester shire man helie
stood six feet three in his gsand meagmeas-
ured thirty six inches across the chest ilehe
could double uptip a half crown between his fin-
ger and thumb aandnd was brave as a lion so
many a time and oft when any one talked ofrnthee ladangersngers of the would set his teeth
togetherto0ether shake his head and say that hebe
wwouldouid like to see the man that could rob him
cbcin the highway and as he said before he did
seeee him and it was tom rocket

my father was a lawyer and was at the
time I1 have mentioned engaged in a great
tithe cause that was to be tried at warwick
spring assizes so shortly before christmas
liehe had to go over and look up the evidence
there was no cross country coach so he rode
and beinbeingI1 as I1 have saida brave kanbeman he rode
alone he transacted his business and my
mother being ill and not liking to leave her
alone longer than he could help he set out to
ride home again about half past nine
that same eveningt it was as beautiful a win-
ters night as ever you were out in his na-znaenag
vaslitrabatrasa ferfirstrate hunter as docile as a doglog and
filfit tto0 carry even his weight over or past any
thing ilehe had a brace of excellent pistols in
his holsters and he logged along hummingt a
mettymerry tune neither thinking or caring for anyany
rrrobberrubberabber under the sun all of a sudden it
struck him that the pretty barmaidbar maid of an inn
just outont of warwick town where he had stostop-
ped to hive a girth that he had broken patch-
ed together had been very busy with those
selfsamesefself same pistols and suspecting that she
might have been tamtamperingkamperinperin with them he
edewPWew the charges and reloadedtd them carefully
this done he joggedboggedjo ged on again as before

he haflhau ridden about ten miles when he
to a wooden that was there in

hosethose days over the avavonon justwhizbebeyondond 1it
rose a st frish hill at the top of which was a
suddensadden bend in the roadroat just agas my father
reached this turn a masked horseman sudden-
ly wheeled upon him and bade himhimsteadStand and
dehdeludelovetveivet it was tom rocket in a second
my f athers pistols were out and snapped
asbin a yard of the highway mans chest but
one after another they

1
missed fferefireirelre the pret-

ty barmaidbar maid a specialspecia l favorite of tomstomys wasva s

twto sharp to rely on the old dodge of drawing11

the balls or dampening the charge she thrust
a pin in each vent hole and broke it off

alyaay moreamore toiatola inquired as coolly as
youyomou please whanwhon my fathers second pistol
asbedhashed in the pan

yesyes shobho tedfeded my father in a furyfary one
fw youryounouroun nobinobnoby and seizing the weapon last

the he hurled it with all h- skg
might and milomim at rockets head tom duck-
ed heahe pistol oiwdiwfl vv over the edg me and my fa-
therfl lerter thrown ou of balance by his exertion
lost his seat and fell heavily on the grass by
th road side in lessleas time than it takes to
say so tom dismodismountedtinted seizing my father by
the collar and prapr lating a pistol within an
inch of his facface bade him be quletor it would
bsbe worse for him

youve given mema a deal oc0 trouble said
tom so just hand over your purseparse withoutwith mit
a y more ado or by zdiG1 dl ill send a bullet

ghgla your skull just there and he laid
the celdcudcod muzzlemuzzieleofof hishia pistol on my fathers
forehead just beebecbetween hisbis eyes

itt is bad enough to have to look down the
barrel of loaded hirefirefirearmarmarna upon full cock with
a highway mans finger upon the trigger but
to have the cold muzzle pressed slowly upon

Ygocr0 r head ugh it makes me creep to thithink
aaboutb0ut it

mv father made a virtue cf necessity and
amelly gave up bishis purse

iriitimuchlluch good may it do you 12 behe said for
ththereaeres only three and sixpence in it

now for your pocket book said tom not
heeding him

pocket book inquired my father turning
a little pale

aveaye pocketock t book tom repeated a
thick blblackacl onee it iais in the left hand pocket
of your riding coat

here it is said my father you know so
much about it that perhaps you can tell what
its contents are

pilgilm see said tom quietly taking out and
unfolding half a dozen legal looking docu-
ments

they are law papers not worth a rush to
you or any one else said my father

thentonthen tom replied mamay tear them up
and made as though he would do so

on your lifeilfe my father shouted
strugglingtggling hard but in vain to rise
sailsaidoh they are worth something are they
saidsald tom with a grin

itailt would take a deal of trouble to make
them out againagrain 2 my father replied sulkily

all
howshoie much trouble tom inquired with a

mearillmeaning look
wellweli my father answered 1I suppose I1

know what you are driving at hand me them
back and let me go and I1 promise to send you
a hundred pounds when and where you please

you know very well that these papers are
worth more than a hundred 71 said tom

A hundred and fifty then continued my
father

go on said tom
1 I tell you what it iis you scoundrel ll11 cried

my father ill stake five hundred aagainsta ast
them if you will loose bour hold aandd fhightfighti tit me
fairly for it

tom only chuckled
is Why what a ninny youyoh must take me for

he said why should I1 bother inmyselfyselfseif fightinga
for what I1 can get wiwithoutthouM

isyoure a cur what you are my fa-
ther shouted in a fury

dont be cross 11 said tom it dont be-
come you to look red in the face now at-
tend to me he continued in an altered tone

do you see that bridge wellweil there is a
heap of stones in the there very
good if you will place five hundred guineasI1in gogoldid inin

I1 a bag aamongstT angst those stonesstories at 12
at nighnight thisthis day weekweckweekyouyou shall have

your pocket tookbook and all its contents in the
same place two hours afterwards

how am I1 to know that you will keep your
word 91 my father replied a little softened by
the hope ofor regaining even at so heavy a price
the papers that were invaluable to him

aialra tom rocket replied the robber se-
curingcurin the pocket book upon his person and
what I1 mean I1 say and what I1 say I1 stick to
now getupget up and mind 21 he added as my fa-
ther 0 to his feet my pistols dondontt miss
frfiree

1I shall live to see you hanged my father
muttered adjusting his disordered dress

shall I1 help you to catch your horse sir
asked tom politely I1 I1

ill never rest till I1 lodge you in the jail
said my father savagely

give my compliments to your wife said
tom mounting his horse

confound your impudence ly howled my
father

goodasgood nightC
said tom wavingm his hand

and turning short roundfound jumped his horse over
the fence and was out of sightright in a moment

etwasit was not quite fair of my father I1 must
own but he determined to set a trap for tom
rocket baited with five hundred guineas at
the bridge heile posted up to london saw
bradshaw a famous bow street runner and
arranged that he and his men should come
down and help catch tom but just at the last
moment bradshaw was detained upon some
important government trial and so another

I1 runner fraser a no lessfess celebrated
his

it was settled that the runners should come
by dlfdiftrent roads and all meet at a waysideway side
inn about fivefire miles from the bridbridgee at eight

pm on the day my fathers pocket-
book was to be returned an hour afterwards
they were to joinoili him on the road three miles
farther on their object you see in taking
this roundaboutround about course was to baffle toms
bplesspies and accomplices and ttpb get securely hhdd
about the appointed spot long before the ap-
pointed time

myaly father was a little late at the place of
meetingt but when he arrived there he could
see no one about except a loutish looking
countryman in a smock frock who was
8swibwlwgingingnein on ai gate hardhaid by

good no ht maister 2 saideaid the yokel
good night to yon my father replied
can yoye tell me who this yer letters for

said the yokel producing a folded paper
my father saw in a moment it was his own

letter to bradshaw
where did you get that said my father

quickly
ahl replied the yokeljoke placing the letter

in hhshiss pocket that ud be telling eebe yer ex-
pecting anybody 5

that to you saldslid my father
gohfohoh nought said the yokel only a gen-

tleman from london 12

hal cried my father what
will a name beginning with F suit you

asked the yokel
the minme replied the yokeyokel jump-

ing down from his seat and changedchanged hisbig tone
and mannermannex in a moment impin draberfraserfraberfraser sir
and youre mr mercr as has been robbe
of a pocket book containing valtivaluableableabie paperspaper
were going to catch tom rocket as has got
it our gammgame sy aliali right srsir andami
now to business

but where are your men my father in-
quired when fraser had explained the reason

I1for his disguise
ccall right again sir they will join us we

hhave not much timee to lose so please lead the
way 11

so my father led the way folfoifollowedowed by fra-
ser and by the time they came in sight of the
bridge they had been joined by four london
officers in different disguises and from differ-
ent directions one appeared as a tramp one
as a peddler another as a gentlemangent lemansys servant
leading a horse and the fourth as a soldier
no one could have guessed that they had met
before much less that they were engaged0 in a

scheme myaly father gave frafraserser
great credit for the dextrous way in which he
had collected his forces

the bridge upon which the money was to
be placed consisted of two arches across the
river and was joined on either side by a log
sort of0 causeway built upon piles over mead-
ows that in the winter were generally covered
with water it so happened that the very next
morning after the robbery a heavy rain set in

I1

and soon the floods were out so that there was i

no way of getting on the bridge but by goigolgoingn
along the causeway which extended a dis-
tancetancee of a hundred yards sloping down grad-
ually to the road on each side of the riverriver
this causeway was built of wood at some
places the timbers were covered with earth
and stones but at others the roadway had
worn out so that any one looking up from un-
derneathderneath could see who was passingL overhead
mr Fraeraserssers eye took in the positionon in a mo-
ment heile got two hurdles out of a field close
by and with some rope that he had brought
for another purpose fastened them to the piles
so that they hung like shelves between the
roadway and the flood one at each end of the
bridge and about 3000 yards from it this was
his plan two of his men were to be hidden on
each hurdle whilst he and my father in a
boat that was concealed bebeneatheath thetho inmainmalnainaln
arch of the bridge unseen themselves could
watch the heap of stones where the monymoney
waswaa to be placed and the stolen pocket book
left in exexchangecharigge for it As soon as tomtoca rock-
et or any of his friends removed the bag in
which the gold was placed fraser was to
whistle and his men were to jump from their
hiding places and secure whoever it might be
itif leapedbehe leaped overover the causeway and took to
the water there was the boat in which to fol-
low and capture him

mr Ffrasereraser was particular to practise his
allies in springing0 ing quickly from their place ofor
concealment and impressing upon them and
my father the necessity of all acting totogethercwethermether
keeping careful watch and strict silesliesilencence

and now airsir saltisaideehe to my fafaththeraserascras a dis-
tant clock chimed a quarter of twelve it is
time to gotoacy to our places and to baitbalt the trap
so pease hand me the bag that I1 may mark
it and some of the coinscoin9 so as to be able to
identify them at the trial lieire had made up
his mind you see to nail master tom this
time

mybly fathergategave him the bag saw him write
upon it and make solsoisomee scratches onoiraolra aboutbout a
dozen of the guineas and then my father let
himself the boat in which he was
immediately joined by thetha runner

its all right 71 said fraiserFranser in a low tone
do you think he will come whispered

inmyV father
certainly 12 replied fraser bubbut we must

not talk sir time is uptip
for three mortal hours did my father sit ininI1

that boat and the runners lay stretched out
on the broad of their backs upon these hur-
dles watching for tom rocket to come for his
money and for three mortal hours not a soul
approached the bridge not a sound but thath
wash of the swollen river was heard by the
time the clock struck three my father who
had been nodding for the last twenty minutes
fell fast asleep as he sat covered up illin his
cloak for it was a bitter cold night but was
very speedily aroused by heahearingring fraser cry
out that they were adrift

adrift they were sure enough theile roperopo
that heldhed them had been aa fed against roieroeethee
corner ofor a sharp pile so mr fraser explain-
ed till it broke and away genfwe the boat
whirling around in the eddies of the river fit
to make aanyaryr one giddy so strong vaswas the
currecurrentnt ofI1tthe astrea that they were carriedearned a
mile andnd a half down it before they could retget
ashore my father was for returning directly
to the bridge and so was fraser but somehow
or other they lost each other in the larkdark and
when tjmyn lafathertherner arrived there havinghamig run near-
lyif all the way liehe found to bisbs great surprie
thatlat the officers had left lieile rushed to the
heap of stones and there the firstfinstfarst thinthing11 that
caught hisills eye was the pocket book the bag
of monemoney wasw as gone

lord now he did swear
determined to have it dutoutut with the itrunnersinners

for deserting their posts hee hurried on to the
inn where they had melaad where to pass the
night lieile knocked at the door no ansana venrenvcr
helie knocked at the door again louder no
answer lieile was not in the very best of tem-
persr aaas you may guess so he gave the door
a bbigi kkick in it dew and a sight met his
view that fairly took away his breath tied
into five chairs handband and foot trussed up like
so many christmas turkeys with hefire gapsga g n
their mouthsmonths and their frefitehyebye papairpainar of eyesye glar-
ing at him owlishly sateat the real fiasviasfraserr and
htahia four bow street runners tom rocketrocke thadhad
managed the babusinesssiness at the bridge Illinhimselfselfseit
how heee managed to get scent of the potplot and
seize the officers all together just at the nirinirl
of time my father could never find out aachalitagat
no one kno TS to this day

upon emaevae mining his pocket book my father
fontil alchaallali ha documents and a paper ouon aich
was arittewrittenvr itte these words

libyby destroying thesethea e writings I1 couilcould havehilife
ruruinedined you in doing so I1 shobhoshouldui have injured
your cclientaiient whom I1 respect for his sake I1
keep my word though0 you have played manvia

false TOM ROCKET

and what became of tomtomy asked one of
the company

well replied mr josh after having
been tried three times and getting off upon
some law quibble on each occasion he who
had robbed the worth of thousands of pounds
and escaped was executed at nottingham
for stealing anart old bridle london once a
weelweek

tyldilMINUTES OEOF A M
held in cedar city on saturday and sunday

december 17 and 18 1859

bishop henry lunt presiding
saturday at 2 p in meeting was

ccalledailed to order by elder R V morris and
opened by singingsinking and prayer by elder J
whittaker the conference was addressed by
bishop lunt prespresPreg IV 11II dame of parowancarowanParowan
bishop farnsworth of beaver and eldereider
theodore turley of washington on various
subjects pertaining to the kingdom of0 god
exhortsexhortingn the saints to cultivate the spirit otof
truth aandd to be obedient to the commandments
of god to practice virtue and holiness which
if they would do they would have the holy
spirit to guide and comfort them in thosechoie
scenes of trial through which they might havabava
to passrass and be a light to their pathpal at all
times

adjourned till sandaysundayS ladayindayiaday at 10 a ci
benediction by F T Whit Dey
at 6 in the evenineveningt a meeting of the

high priests was held at the house of bishop
lunt they had an interesting time in speak
ininginy their beelinfefeelingselin in regard to the work of
god the spirit of the almighty inspired
every bosom with a stronger determination to
persevereere in the work of the most highg by
livierliving the rellrelireligionionlon of jesus christ and striving
to put down trethe works of sinsia and death

10 a m

fleetinmeeting opened by singing and prayer by
elder J alienalfen

elder J whittaker said it was the duty of
the saints to live up to their privileges and
improve the talents the lord hadbad given them

elder D thomas of beaver felt glad to
meet with the saints in conference there
has existed too much sectional beelinfeeling amonaamong
the different settlements exhorted tifethe saintssaints
to quitgultuit their tatttattlinglings bicke rings and fault-
findingcuing and enjoy the spirit of theircir religion
which was calculated to unite them together
and hopedlied tthatat the fire now kindled boulswould
asprespreadad amongmorlmori the saints until it hhadad consumed
every principle and power that was not of
god

eldereder C C pendleton of parowancarowanParowan
at length upon the necessity and importance
of sustaining the priesthood ofot the kingdom0 of
god

bishop luntL int then presented the authorities
of the church who were unanimously sustain-
ed in their several callings

bishop warren of parowancarowanParowan waswag highly
pleased with what he had heard in this con-
ference and wished the saints to be honesthonett
with themselves and practice upon the ahnthings
they had heard

bichop rollinsrolling of feltfeit the re
cessleycassity of the saints waking up to a sense of
their duties and said thalthat unless they were of
one heart and mind they could not accomplish
much in building upI1 the kingdom of their re-
deemer

elder T jones bore testimony to what heh
had heard and said that the instructions given
would not bellebeliebenefitbibfit the saints unless they were
carried out practically

elder R V morris felt it his duty to live to
the covenants he had made this day in sustain-
ing the servants of god and one another in-
structedted the saints not to I1listenisten to evil reports
nonorr judge before they heard both sidesbides of a
question

bishop lunt felt to impress upon the madg
of the saintssainta thetho necessity of being watchful
and on their guapuard to humble themselves be-
fore their god to attend to their prayers andami
to strive to have the spirit of the lord to
guide them in the path of virtue 0
lleshliesl

benedicionclon by bishop lantlunt
HENRY LUNT president

MARTIN SLACKsnack clerk
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