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and are better and more fearless swim-
mers than the men.

One of the wonderful- things about
4he Yaghans is thelr language. With
no means of writing, they have a vo-
cabulary of about 40,000 words. Mr.
Bridges, who has made a Yaghan-En-
glish dlctionary, gives ¢his as the
qumber. The Eskimo use, It 18 sald,
dess ‘than 10,000 words, and Shakes-
peare’s vocabulary contained only 24,-
000 words. There are only 7,200 different
words lm the Bible, and in all of MIll-
ton's peems you wll} find less than 18,-

000 words. I take these figures from
John R. Speatrs’ book, receatly pub-
lshed, om "Gold Diggings of Cape
Horn."

The Tlerra del Fuegoe of the geo-
graphies and encyclopaedias is a dreary,
land of snow and lce, of glaciers- and
rocky wastes. Let me tell you what the
real Tierra del Fuego is. My informa-
tlon comes from what I have seen and[
from what I have learned from the men
who lived upon (t and who have vislted
nearly every.part of it. It is important
¢0 know, for it 13 one of the bones of
contentlon between Chile and the Ar-
gentine Republic, and in the war which
seams now imminent it may be redi-
vided. As jt is, Chile owns the llon's
share of it, having quletly surveyed
the coast nnd gobbled up the Strait ol
‘Magellan before the Argentifie knew
what she was about., The Argentines to-
day think that the {sland should belong
‘¢o them, but rather than have a war
they have conceded all to Chile west of
a line running. south of Cape Virgins,
at the eastern entrance to the Strait
of Magelian. The result is they own
only a footlng on the archipelago wnd
only a small slice df Tierra del Fuego
proper.

The archipelago of Tlerra del Fuego
contalns as much land as Kansas tI
s wilder from east to -west than from
Cleveland to Chlcago and from north 4o
south it is longer than from New York
to Boston. The archipelago 13 made up
of hundreds of wooded islands, most-
1y mountainous, but a few of which
bave valleys and plains covered with
rich grass on which sheep and cattle
quickly grow fat. The largest isiands
of the archipelago are Onisin, of Klng
Charles Southland, or Tlerra del Fue-
go proper; Desolation Island, which lies
near the western entrance to the strailts,
and along which I coasted for mlles on
my way here; the Isle of St. Ives, Clare
ence Island and Dawson Island, a lit-
¢le farther to the eastward, and the
large {slands of Hoste and Navarino on
the south. Cape Horn itself is on one
of the little islands at the bottom of the
archipelago. The chief isiand 1s Tierra
del Fuego proper. It is half as big a»
Ohlo and It now supports hundreds of
thousands of sheep. The beat lands of
the Chielan part of It have been taken
up within the mpast few years under
lease from the Chilean government,
The Argentine portion Is not so well
settled owing to the difficulty of access
and the uncertalnty as to boundary. |

Still from what 1 can learn the Argen-
tines have some of the best lands.
Nearly all of the southern and eastern
portions of the island are plalns, wide
atratches of mooreiand much Hke
Scatland, covered with grass, which in
summer {8 green, but now In winter
ta turned to a redish brown. The other
parts are made up of mountaing, val-
leys and plaina. Around the west and
south coast there is a rim of moun-
talng, many of which rise almost pre-
clpitously from the water, and which
probably gave Darwln’the ground for
his statement that there was not a lev-
el acre of ground upon the whole Island.
The plains are generally in the interlor.
Runnlng midway between ‘the north
and south across the country therc Is
an elevated] tableland and bevond thia
to the north a secand, plain. ‘The grass-|
a5 of the plalns are rich, but they are

80 largely eaten up by ground rats that
it takes from three to filve acres to sup-
port one sheep, These rata burrow In
the ecarth, flling it with holes llke a
prairie-dog town. They make It im-
posible to drive over the plains with a
wagon and horseback riding has to be
at o slow pace. Cattle are the only
things that will drive the rats away,
and they are oftem used to tramp the
ground for tiils purpose.

It secm$ quecr to think of a densc
vegetation Inm Tlerra del Fuega. One
might alniost soon belleve that grass
can be ralsed on an iceberg. The truth
I that the wlinter~cllmate of Tlerra
del Fuego Is milder than that of Can-
udy. The lowlands are seldom covered
witly .srfow for’ more than a day or so
at a time, though youw are In sight of
snow and glaclers on the mountains
all the year round. The cllmate var-
les In different parts, but It i3 generalily
cool, cloudy and windy. The worst
fenture !s the wind, which at times
bigws for days at a stretch and sends
the chilly alr through your bones in
corkscrew curves, Tlerra del Fuego Is
in the Lattitude of Labrador, but so 13
a large part of BEngland and Holland,
and I imaglne that barring these winds
"Tierra del,” as they have nlcknamed
the island, has winters more llke those
of northern Europe than Labrador. The
vegetation ls rather like that of:the
temperate than frigid zone. The moun-
tuln szlopes up to about 1,000 feet are
walled with a growth of trees, ferns
and moss so thick that it I1s almost im-

posible to get through it. Upon the
sldes of the steeper mountalns the
trees, instead of golng stralght up,

crawl upon the earth, so that a tree
with a trunk as thick as your walst
is not more than three feet high, but
sprepds over a large tract of ground,
This ia probably due to the mountaln
snows, which presses the trees down to
he gréund and stll) keeps them warn
enopgh not to lmpede thelr growth.

And what kind of trees do they have
down here at the tall-end of creation?
The most common Is the beech. There
&re vast'forests of antarctic beeches in
Chilean "Tierra del,” the trees of which
are @lghty feet tall and six feet thlck,
They make excellent lumber, and I am
told some are now belng cut down and
shipped to Buesnos Ayres. One of the
beech tree specles I3 of our evergreen
variety, amd another 18 the common
Leech, much llke thoze of our central
s/ates. There are also trees of the
magnolla species. There are twenty-
five different wvarletles of shrubs and
bushes {n Tierra del Fuego, and wild
goosebherries and wild raspberries. Wild
strawberries of great slze and dellcious
flavor are found lm their season, and
there are also wild grapes and wild
celery. Ferns are to be seen almost
everywhere, and one may says that the
tree fetrn Is indigenous to certajn parts
of the country. The sheep farmers
ralse cabbages, potatoes, turnips and
peas in the gardens conected with their
statlons, and they tell me that In the
spring and summer the ground is
spotied with wild flowers,

Tlerra del Fuego has been called the
Klondike o¢f South America. Ho far,
however, there s mo justificatlon of the
term. There |3 pilenty of gold, but up to
now no large quantities have been dis-
covered and that found is difficult ¢o
milne. The gold 13 ali placer gold.
Some of 1t I3 In the shape of nuggets
as large as marrowfat peas, but the
greater part of It |3 in leaflets or scales.
The most of the mines are In the south-
ern part of Tierra del Fuego proper
and the 1slands adjacent. The gold Is
found on the shore, the clay contalning
It runnjng down under the water and
belng exposed only. at low tide, The
gold_!s gpvéred with shingle and sand,
whidh must be ‘remdved before bed

rock !9 reached, At the 8logget bay dig.
glngs for instance, there g slx feet of
sand ‘and grawel above the bed rock.
This has ¢c be shoveled off, and when
the tlde comes in the gold-bearing clay
{8 again covered. Almost simllar coa-
ditions exist at the washings on the
Island of Navarino and elsewhere
From what I can learn eher there are
only a few places where gold has been
found in any quantlty, and these are
nothing In comparison 'with the great
gold deposalts of our westerys States.
There are dwo or three companles who
work slulce boxes wlth machinery
pumping the water from the sea and
githering the gold dust with machilnery
on copper plates. The most of the min-
ing, however, 18 spasmodic and uncer-
tain. The territory Is extremely diffi~
cult to reach and the prospectlng is
coupled with such hardshlps and ex-
pense in ‘the way of getting supplies
that I would advise the American miner
to atay at home,

FRANK G. CARPENTER. -

FEOM THE HOLY LAND.

Halfa, Palestine, Set. 28, 1595,

One of the conslderations im regard
to settling the Holy Ihand, as it 18 now
commonly called, is the climate. It
has been thought that we, foreigners,
could not endure the excessive heat of
Palestlne. This we find 14 largely a mis-
take. We can endure it very well, on-
ly we must conform to the conditions
of such a country and its climate. We
cannot treat our bodles as Indlfferently
ag we do In more temperate climates.
We cannot build our homes or cltles ac-
cordlng to taste, Irrespective of heslth,
a3 we can lm many other places. We
have 0o be more careful with our bod-
fes 88 to what we eat, und to see to
our water supply that it ls wholesome
and sufficlent. By eXxerclsing care ms
to what we eat, I do not mean that
we ehould necassarlly provide strange
or expensive eatahbles, but, on the con-

trary, accommodate ourselves ¢o the
vegetable and frult foods natural to
the country and to Its elimate. God

has provided the larnd with an abun<-
ance of wholesome vegetable varietles,
ensy of digestlon, and simple In their
preparation.

Almost everywhere 'the olive
home.
fat.

fs  at
It produces the fnest of fopd
The ollve <l |s used here tn cook-

yIng amd baking pastry as weil as in the

preparation of thep tainer food wlth as
much ease and satlsfaotlon, and tha
focd Is as palatable and sgreeable w3
any made from the fat of an'mals,and
indeed, much more wholesome and
healthy. It is only the learning of the
new method of treating these different
Ingredients.” There {s no gquestion jn
my mind as to the abllity of any good
American house wife In turning oll ¢o
as good an account as she can lard,
and then note the dliference to the
body, One i3 among the hardest of
articles to digest, whlle the cther, when
used mederately, 13 absolutely healing
in its nature. We use this latter as
medicine Innrardly and outwardly, God
knew jts healing powers when He com-

'manded its use for heallng among His

Salnts. Belentlsts are dlscoverlng the
game gradually. Hence thig s all jn
our favor In preparing our system to
withstand these cllmatic changes. But
the oll may be used for many other
purposes, in faet I suppose it d3 a4 sub-
stitute for anlmal fat 1{n nearly all
ocases.

Here In Haifa the Germans have bujit
a scap Pactory. They produce the fin-
est kinds of tollet soaps from the ollves
And In thus taking all Into account,
each grade of the fruit finds It proper
place. The flneet ollves are snlected
and pressed for table use and for .med.
fciial purposes, while the inferlor.
grades are also arranged for soaps anpd



