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measdate of the Council of Apos-
tlEeLder;ndi:aa, stirring epeech, a strik-
ing feature of which was the rich
blessing which he pronounced upon
the head of Superintendent Ballan-
tyne. He placed his .bolh hands upon
Fatl{er Ballantyne's _head' and
blessed him, and his children’s chil-
dre:; to the last generation. Closing
slncerely re-echoed

g ' '’ was
E;'b thl;“llﬁgusan(ls who stood and sat
arglr‘}:tdlier George Goddard iniroduced

allantyne as a boy of 8d,and
ggﬁ:ﬁﬁ; 130 himeelf, he said 82, After
a lively speech in which the children
took special interest, he sang a song
in which all present joined.

One of the pretty and touchlng in-
cidents of the exerclses was the pre-
sentation of twenty-seven bouquets of
lovely flowers to Elder Ballantyne by
as many little zirls from each of the
twenty-seven Sunday schools in Weber
county. The jittle girls were dressed
in white and wore blue ribbong across
their shoulders. Father Ballantyne
shook hands with them all as the tears
streamed down his cheeks. He made a
ha]:;py response thanking all for the

own him. .
gosor sh were made by Presi-

eeches
de%-lioégﬁftlirf and by Elder David H.
Cannon, both of whom referred to the

bors oflder Ballantyne who
{:;ictihcfizi'é?ed his life to the advance-
ent of the gabbath school cause. The
Etter wag a member of the first school

in Utah. R
1if of the Sunday schools o
nglbe?-eggunty, Prof. L. E. Moench pre-
sented the following resolutions of re-
pect to Elder RlcharduBEl!illa.ntyne. Thg
i ere beautifully engrossse
resolutions w R e

r, &
oq‘ggfoﬁﬁ’ffn; of respect to Superin-
tendent Richard Bailantyne by the
Subbath schools of the Weber Stake
of Zlon, at the elghtieth anniversary
of his birthday, AUuE. 26, A D. %gg,_lh

“Trear Brother—Whereas, In de
providence Of God you have been made
the instrument ln His hand in estab-
lishing the first Sunday school in this

Church, and

*wWhereas, Through this divine as-

have 3o faithfully dis-
:ffrl::g gggr duties at times under
thbe most adverse circumstances, caus-
ing over 100,000 officers, teachers and_
children to 1ook to you as the father
of the great Sunday school movement,

and
take especially.
“prhereas, In our 8
ke, your guiding hand
the Weber Sta U e e

-ige counsel,
?ﬂ?ng efforts have bheen the means of

s in the front ranks of this
g‘ritr::gxor‘:lganlzaﬂon; now, therefore,
he it

»#Rerolved, That we your hrethren in

Weber Btake of Zion do
11:2:':'1],; géng:ﬁ you our heartfelt thanks
and invoke the continued blessings of
God upon you, and we earnestly pray
that God may yet spare your life for
many more Yenrrs that you may still

jtness the fruit of your
lf:l!a'::nrrl:r a“nd thus increase Yyour joy
until your soul shall be 8atisfied
with life, that when your spirit shall

om its mortal tabernacle you
?:;)'?r:ef:;ve the crown of eternal life
in the mansions of our Father and God
with the welcome words, ‘Well done
thou good and faithrul servm?t: enter
thon into the jov of thy Lord.'
sphiat thiz may he your lot is the

t rer of vour breathren,
earnest pray DATITE H. ENSIGN,

MeLAREN ROYLE,

¥, O. PETEHRENN.

JRRSE ATRATFORD,

JOHN WATSON.
Committee.”

The Hoover school sang the closing
song, and the henedietlon wns pro-
nonnced by President €. F. Middleton.

Picaic was then indulged In, the

schools taking their assigned positions
in the Park. For one hour their was
visiting and mutual association and
hand shaking. everybody enjoynig the
shade of the lovely grove.the fountains
and the shady lawn.

At 3 o'clock p. m. there was all kinds
of innocent outdoor amusement, ar-
ranged by each school for its own chil-
dren, the exerclses conslsting of foot-
racing, quotes, ball, and a varlety of
other games. .

At 8:30 o'clock p.m. there was a
dance in the pavillon., conducted by
the superintendents from the various
schools,in which the young people en-
joyed themselves geatly.

Altogether it was a glorious celebra-
tion, serving the double purpose of glv-
the children an outing and honoring
Superintendent Ballantyne on his nat-
al day.

The anniversarv of the organization
of the Sabbah schools fifty years ago,
is looked forward to with much Joy.
Elder Goddard having said that such a
celebration would be held fn 1899.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE.

Centerville, Utah, Aug. 23, 1897,

A special conference of the six north
wards of the Davis Stake was held in
the pavillion of the Syracuse grove oOn
Saturday and $Sunday, August 2Ist
and 22nd, 1807, Meetings were held at
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. both days. There
was a large attendance, On Saturday
we were blessed with the presence of
President Joseph F. Smith, Elder John
H. Smith and Elder George Reynolds.
On Sunday President George Q. Can-
non and Elder Arthur Winter joined
us.

The speakers during conference
were fliled with the Spirit of God and
gave much fatherly counsel and In-
structions to the Saints, who appreci-
ated the kindness of the visiting
brethren in attending the conferences.

During the interval between the
morning and afternoon sesslons in
each day tables large enough to ac-
commodate all were loaded down with
the good things of the earth, and
everyone made welecome to partake of
the same,

Great pralse is due the Saints of the
north part of the Stake for thelr hos-
pitality, not only in furnishing food,
but conveyances, Carriages and bug-
gies wera sent to the Syracuse statlon
(six mlles distant from the grove) to
bring and also return all that came to
conference by the railroad. The music
and singing was furnished by the
Syracuse, South Hooper and South
‘Weber choirs,

JOHN J. SMITH, Stake Clerk.

EVAN STEPHENS' BEAR STORIES,

Prof. Evan Stephens, who, with Wil-
lard Christopherson, is at present on a
visit to Yellowstorne Park, writes to
H, & Ensign, now on a mission to
Celorado. The letter was forwarded
the "News"” for publieation, and is as
followa:

Yeallowstore Park, Aug. 18th,18%5.

Having written my first letter to the
“News," gliving a brief account of our
trip as far as Soda Springs, I want the
remainder to be addressed to yolt be-
cause you are constantly in my mind,
having been through the Park with me
seven or eight years ago. The “News”
will be welcome to the saine if it deems
it of any Interest to Its readers. Well,
after writing my laat at the Idarha
hotel, we found that a ball was to be
held in the dinlng room that night but
we were rather tired and sleepy, S0
slept while others danced. Leaving
Soda Springs August Tth and at once
began our travel over lava beds. There
is a charm in the fanecy to me that we
are speeding over, what was once, a

fearful stream of liquid Are. Thla part
of the world might have been then the
orthodox hell (or “Hades’” more mod-
ernly speaking, at least), it must have
been terrible: the thin soll scarcely
covers it for hundred of miles. Even
the hills are nothing but mighty waves
of cooled lava. The streams se¢arcely
wear it, but on every hill side it has
hroken into great, ugly black blocks.
On we go to the Blackfoot river, wherle
we stay for noon, then again on to
Chub springs, where I fish in & stream
with but one perceptible hole in it{you
know what a erank I am on a fine fish-
ing hole, my fish{ng pleasure alwsys
heing divided into three parts, seeing
the fishing hole with its entrance rip-
ple. catching the fish, and eating it).
However, I caught three or four nlce
fish and ate them, with Will’s help,for
supper. WIll triumphantly brought In
a dozen ducks, which he had shot, so
you see wa feasted.

August 8th, after a duck breakfast,
we bid good bye to a pleasant old cou-
ple, who lives on these chubs, and
away we g0 notwithstanding it wan
Sunday: but we felt there was more
wership in moving through the love-
1y hills and mountains than stopping
in this lonely place; s0 we traveled
about 30 miles to ancther ranch. Here,
after catching a few more trout, we
remain over night.

August Sth we move on to-
wards Snake River wvalley over
ridge after ridge on rdther sandy,
dusty roads. We met a party of
Dgdenites, who looked like stranded
gypsies. I all Yellowstone parties re-
turned looking like these, the choir
wlill surely not accept me on my re-
turn. Faces all colors from dark vyel-
low to salmon red, dresses dust-cov-
ered from a high skirt with sweater
hodice bicyele suft, to shakers, glanses,
ete,. while the gents faces were a
grimy mixture of hair and dust.
Horses, mostly ribs and hip-joints, yet
they were merry and having a great
outing. Such is human faney, After
a pleasant chat we parted, and soon
we were on the top of the last ridge
that overlooked the wide and now
dotted over with houses, Snake River
F'Valley. Here i8 surely a plcture
granary. I was glad to find it mostly
tnhabited by our people. I predict
for it a greater future than any of our
valievs. You should gsee the great
streams In their canals; time and time
| we exclalm, "surely this must be a
river,” as we came to one after an-
other of the swift running, clear as
crystal streams on their way to irri-
gate the finest grain flelds I ever saw.
We found some lovely fruit here., The
future willi find it groaning 'neath ap-
ples, pruneg, pears and abundance of
all things as the past found it groan-
ing 'nmeath streams of fire from the
great volecanoes which surrround it
(and underlied it, too), whose rem-
nantg we now make a pleasure trip of
‘witneessing in the form of a Yellow-
stone Park.

I We next camped at TLa Belle, a
settlement really built in the riverbed
of South Fork of Snake river.

Aug. 10. We were early at Rex-'
burg, and kindly “held up' before we
had gone half way up its main street’
by Brother Dern Mediant and Stake
choir leaders, formerly from Salt Lake,
who had heard we were coming and
was on ‘the lookout for us. He soon
had our horsges in Bishop T. J. Win-
ter’s stables and ourselves at his own
hospitable board. His good wife even
ingsisted on giving loaves of her splen-
did bread, which lasted us Into the
Park. Brothers Blackhurn anr Jar-
vis, former members of the Taberna-
cle choir, were also there and were
as pleaged to see us as if we were
life-long chums. How delightful such
treatment makes one feel. ‘The
+ Berlptures admonlishes us to be hospit-




