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affalrs of men. Cbaldeana were
especially celebrated for their astrol-
ogy, and other anocient npations
studfed the stars diligently. The Arabs
after Mohammed saw in this science a
reasonable way of accoanting for the
doctrine-of predestination, and to this
day thelr learned men believe in the
stars. The Christinns of the first
centuaries were not entirely averse Lo
the study, but later the Catbolic cburch
officially condemnped it, althouch even
cardinals aresaid te bhave cnltivateg it
in secret. Astrology loss its reputation
firat wbhen the Copernican system had
been accepted as a fact. Lt was sopbis-
tically argued that if the earth was but
a planet among many, there WaB DO
reason why they should exercise In-
fluence over each other. The argu-
ment prevailed and the study wae
¢iscarded ae idle superstition, althougb
it always has hhu and still has ie
advocates both In Europe and Awmer-
ica.

There seeme . to be no reascnable
ground wby tbe positions of the
planels should not aflect our globe
to some extent, If the universe,
atter all, I8 & barmonious whole,
jn which tbe wvarious parts work to-
zether like the parts in a vast engine,
one plaoet 18 certainly influenced by
anotber. Bo far astrology has probably
some foundation, But when men on
this broad principle proceed to predict
in detail the lives and fortunes of in-
dividual persons or foreteli the happen-
ings of particular cities and locallties,
they evidently go too far and indulge
{p mere guesses. Bometimes Lhey may
be right, but oftener they are wrong, &
conclusive proof thal what they call a
seience is but a delusive system of the
jmagination.

——

THE SICILIAN REVOLT.

The island of Bivily which at present
cnuses the Italian government mote
trouble tbae Ireland ever gave to Kng-
land, is peopled by a race the condition
of whicbh would deem to justify an up-
rising In tbe interesto! belter gov.
ernment. The present Siciliaps atre
oppressed. Tbe wealth of the island
is in the hands of 8 tew bankers and
lapd-owners. These live in palatial
residences in Palermo or in Italy and
jet the land to ibhe so-called ‘‘gabel-
lott},?? who sublet 1l to oiher ‘“‘gabel-
lottie?? from Whom the farmers rent.
These work the land at their own
expensge Bnd areallowud to keep about
a tourth part of the produce, while all
the rest goes to those who do notbing
to earn it. The Inborers are mogtly un-
educated, living ag best they can on
wages averaging five oentimes un
hour. W hen out of work the landlord
has & chance lo advauce breadstufl’ at
exorbitant prices and- A0 per cent in-
terest & year.

The hapless laborers pre subjeoct to
robbery not only from tbe landlorde

. but also from members of their own
ranks. Many of the oppres:ed people
have turned robbers and highwaymen,
favored in their pursuit by the absence
of highroads, as well as well a8 by the
joefficiency of Lhe government to pro-
fect the Iaw-ablding, patient citizens.
The following description, which oc-
~curs in'an article by 8ig. Tazlo written
Jor sn Italian paper, shows the awfui

condition among the laborers of that
beautiful jsland:

The exireme verge of labor tyranny
has been reached in theocase ofthe carusi,
or mine boys, under 12 vears of age, who
carry sulphrr out of the pits, olimbing
Bteep Darrow gangways more than 300
feet high. The pieconiers, who exiract
the sulphur, engage the boys by ad-
vanciong to their parents flonr or eorn
worth 50 francs. So long ss the parents
are in debt the boys remain slaves,
thelr masters being able even to
kill them without risk. Recently omne
boy was killed by eight strokes of a pick,
and apcther by a kick in the stomach,
The officials gave their deaths as dueto
patural causes. The hoys are pale, sick-
ly, sicoping and ricketty, and they suffer
continurally from fatigne. Their backs
are scarred with old wounds. They work
twelve bours & day, sleep in tbe minecs
and feed on bread and onions. They can
obtain water only by s long walk. Mili-
lary statistics prove that conscripts who
have been carusi are incapable of service,
owlng to  sickness and defects in
physique,

In later years !abor unions have been
introduced mnd the honest working-
men bave flocked to thejr siandards.
They bave s membership of 300,000,
and their political creed bas gradually
become socialistic,an equal distribution
of l1and being dewanded. There are
secret pocietles with passwords and
meunns of communication anknown to
the government police. The matter of
edocation bas been larzely attended to
and schoois are (stabiished for the
children of members. Women ure
takipg s leading part inthe movement,
engouraging their brothers or husbands
to go forward in the work of liberating
the people from tyraony.

The preseol uprising is all the
more Beripua beeause it is  the
work  of the  bonest, tolling

masses Who feel tbay they bave sul-
fered enough. The news from Italy
ia mesger, owing to the censorship
exergised, but it oan readily be gather-
ed that the revolt in Sicily issupported
by the laborers all over Italy. Much
of it is directed ngatnst the prevalling
church., The priests baving failed to
use their influence for the amellora-
tion of the destitute condition of the
masses, are jooked upon as fhe natural
friends and allies of the oppressors.
The war ia therefore directed equally
against the cburch and the state, and
80 Berious has the situation become
ibat the pope has taken the alarm and
sought a place of refuge in Spain, If an
emergency should -arise. Evidently
tbe workmen of Italy are risibg en
masse, and tre country 18 trembling
under shie tread of the marcbing
M AR B8,

Under ordinary ciroumstances, any
European government would be able
to pui down a movement of this kind
in its Incipiency. Against the hosts
of the people a trained army would be
sent, and the former would fall
like grass  belore the scythe.
But the condition of affairs i8 no
longer whut it ueed to be, The vust
population of Furope are now-a-dayss
made up largely of the people themn-
selves wbho bave been trained for years
to military service. One rezult of this
is that tbe laborers are no longer en-
tirely unacquainted with mijitary tac-
tics. If they have armos and smmuni-
tion ana bold leaders, thay are able to
muake 8 atand agsinst the regular
armies. The curse of the rule of mil-
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tariem s fairly in the way of being
turned sgaipat the rulers themselves,

Anotber fact is that thesoldiers in
tbe stanving armies are mol quite as
reliable as they used to be, sand many
of them would refuse to uo effective
setvice against tbeir hrotbers und
fatbers and fellow-countrymen. So-
cialistic and even aparchistic ideas are
spread smong tbhe armiecs of Europe.
A prents ol these organizations enlist in
the regiments aud sevretly propagate
tbeir doctrines. ‘This is & Enown fact,
and the governments are aware that
ibere are contingencies in which the
armies can no longer be implicitly
trusted. It would seem that some-
tbing of this kind must be teared con-
cerning the Italinn army, otherwise
the aprising would long ago bave been
suppressed.

THE LEAN ATTORNEYS®’ LIEN.

No advice a8 to keeping out of litiga-
tion and out of the clutches of lawyers
could be so effective as the proposed
act to protect atlorneys (!) by giving
themm wu general llem for balauce of
compensation upon property of clients
Ipn their hangs, In that view of the
case we can almost afford to give the
nreasute a hearty weicome. Wilth one
amendment we feel we could support
it witbout ingonsistency or regrets.
This ie, that in addition to protection
there should also be a bounty for such
members of the profession a3 are up-
able to delena themselves ugainst
swindling clients. The rarity of the
product would not make tbe expense
beavy, and the most radieal free ireder
would doubiless be inelined to deal
generously with sn industry so truly
1nfantile.

For thie high-clase, conscientious
iawyer, the uselul cltizen who while
assisting others in malntaining thelr
rights is still desirous of settling
ratber than fomentiog litigation, we
have the bigheat regard. We wish
pooe but. that sort could get 1ato
the Legislature; for we do not beliave
they would be in favor of placing
power—which might be perfecily safe
in wise bands—in the hands of petti-
foggers and shysters to Reep lawsults
intermipably open and forever draw-
ing the life blood out ot litigants. That
there are dishonest clients na weil as
disbopest lawyers is not at all au
answer to the statement that where
there s one dishonest cllent there are
ten whose aimplicity and ignorance of
legnl procedure makes them as clay in
the bands into which they fail. Itis
for these and for tbe great public that
every newspaper Lbat does its duty
speaks, They are our clients, and wa
propose to continue defending them.
The issue cannol be obscured by the
personalities anu sneers of any javber-
WuCk who sweats his moutbh in the
interest of a few ciients but keeps his
bands busy ln bis own.

Two wretched little youngsters were
found ajl aloneand haif frezen o u
house in Bell aveoue, Denver, on
SBunday afternoon. They were '*Bud’*
snd “Boulder? Dawson, aged six aud
eight years, and their motner is in the
county boepital. Tbelr father had in-
bumianly degerted them two days ago.
They bave been taken to the Ladjes’
Relief bome.



