THE

CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE.

The young Duc d’Orleans may
put forward a reasonable claim to
bc_aousidered a first-class comedy
artist.  With a pation of a less
lively tempurament than the Freuch,
the littie episode which has dur-
lng the past week been enacted
in  Puaris weuld only cause a
bearty laugh. But France has seen
strange things in her day. #Shehas
secn an exile coming from Elba,
aud in spite of king, n,bies and
arniy, quletly step into power and
guide the destinies of Frapee. She
hus 2l80 seen 2 man un exile, an
escaped prisonet, at one time a4 com-
mon policeman of London, yet
afterwards mountiug the throuve of
France aud receiving as his guests
the proudest Sovereigns of Kurope.
And why was this? Simply because
these mmen were rich in the prestige
of a great name.

And no doubt Louis Philippe
Duc d’Orleaus had a dream that he
might accomplish something simi-
lar when on the 7th of Febrnary he
left his quiet home in Lausanne
and, disguising bhimself as best he
might, entered the forbidden
territory of France, proceeded io
Paris and offered himself as a re-
cruit for the French army. That
the youny Louis Philippe had any
desire to undergo the hurdships of n
common soldier’s life is not at all
probable. But he well knew that if
Fraoce was a kingdom  fustead of a
republic, he would, in all probabil-
ity, hold a similar position to thai
of the Prince of Wales. He wel]
kuew that he could claim descent
from the pgreat Hugh Capet
aund Henri IV. of France, apd
trurting to the glamor of g
great name he no doubt thought he
eould wield an influence in favor of
a restoration of mooarchy. The
young man ie Just twenty-one years
of age, and ou the whole has a very
good record. He has served six
monlhs in a British regiment and
was for sume time ali-de.camp to
Ueneral Sir Frederick Roberts; and
he tias also done some successful
bunting in I[odia, haviug killed
some half-a-dozen tigers, besidps
orocodiles and mummoth snakes,
and he has had svine narrow es-
capes There is no doubt but that
there was much truth in the spaech
of the Duc 4*Orleans at the time of
his trial, when he said, “Che two
hundred_thousand young soldiers ot
Fraoce who belong to the same
military class to which 1, by right,
belong will all sympathize with me
and justify my conduct ** It cannot
be denied that as long as the exiled
kings of France maintain their
pretengious, the presence of these
princes  and  their  tamilies do
constitute n meuace Lo repub-
lican institutions. When the
third republic was established,
twenty yearsugo, there were many
who predicted that it would not last
more than five, ten or fifteen years.
It was' remembered that the consu-
late had lasted only four years, the
Aret empire teu years, the legitimist
restoration sixteen years, the Or-
leanist episode evighteen years, the
secoud republic feur years, and the
second empire eighteen years. It
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was siid the pew republic had less
vigor than many of the former
goveruments, but so far it haashown
itself more vigorous than any, and
still shows no symptoms of decay—
though princes and pretenders have
Huttered around it like so many
harpies and words of il] omen have
been screamed {rom a thousand
throats. That no daugers or perils
await the republic will be believed
by only the most sanguine; buton
the other hand the toilers of Europe
are looking teward France with ex-
pectancy and hope. Her well-being
depends not on royal dynpasties who
procured for her flashy glories and
cauged infinite sorrow, but in
the growth and development
of freedom under republican institu-
tlons. Bonaparteism has failed,
Bourhouism hag failed, Boulangism
has failed, and last of all this youn
man, who is so well adapted to |
away the hearts of the young men
of France, has also learned by stern
reality that the laws of the Repub-
lic must be respected.

There is & peculiar charm about
4 young man v hich seems to awaken
admiration the wide world over. Ag
an example may be noticed the
present mperor  of (ermany.
When he ascended the throne in
1888 there was amoog men of middle
age a vague feeling of unrest, sad-
ness for the death of Frederick, and
fears for the possible incapacity of
his youthful successor. Atonetime
it was feared that he, by his impetu-
oeity, would plunge the pations
of Burope inlo a general way.
But while the Emperor was
active he professed peave, and
so far the indications are that
he will pursue a peaceful pol-
icy. While generally considered
aa the royal pupil of Prince Bis-
marck, he has given ample evidence
that he is c¢apable of thinking nnd
acting independently. His latest
movements seem to show clearly
that he is willing to break away
from the traditions of parties and
policies iv order that ¢ may get at
the hottom of the difficulty and do
his people good. Hisaction in' re-
gard to labor reform is arousing the
dermant loyalty of the German
people in afar greater manner than
ull of Prince Bismarck?’s schemes.
While it is undeniable that the
social- democrats have acquired
many adherents Juring the past
year, it is also true that the people
are more united than they ever
were before, and the foundations of
the threne have lLeen strengthened
by the kindness of the young Em-
peror, who has given evidenve that
he regards the welfare of his people
more than the soulless greed of
capitaliste. The Emperor Willinm
of Germany is consequently one of
the best beloved of European sove-
reigng.

Another example of the charm
thal young men exert in society,
may be seen it the remarkable
eareer of William Pitt, one of the
must  distinguished of Britain’s
prime mioisters. This great man,
about which so much has been re-
vorded, seems to have struek his
contenmporaries by his precocity, for
lie was only twenty-ohe when he
enterl Parlinment, and only
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twenty-four when he hecame ptime
minister. The boy-statesman was
a wonder to them which they could
not understand, and they were
quite hewildered at the idea of »n
stripling encountering, with the
weapons of intellect, some of the
furemost men -of his time. In a
memoir of Pitt, just published,
Sir James Blaod Burges gives an
account of pne of the first of 1*itt’s
intellectual victories. At the time
when this event oceurred the great
historian, ““Gibbon, was furty-five
years of age, and Willlam Pitt wag

only twenty-ope. Gibbon had
just concluded one of his best
foreign anecdotes, in which
he had introduced some of

the fashiopable levities of politi-
cal doctrine then pruvalent, and
with the eustomary turn on the lid
of his snuff-box was looking around
to receive the tribute of applause
when a deep-toned but clear voice
was heard at the other end of the
table very calmly and eivilly im-
pugning the correctness of the nar-
rative and the propriety of the doc-
trines of which it bad had been
made the vehicle.

The histeriap, turning a disdain-
ful glance towards the quarter
whencethe voico proceeded. saw for
the first time a tall, thin and rather
ungainly youug man, who now
sat quietly and silently eating some
fruit. There was nothing very pre-
possessing or very formidable in his
exterior, but as the few words he
had uttered appeared to have made
& considerable impres-ion on the
company, Mr. Gibbon thought him-
self bound to-maiutain his honor by
Buppressing an attempt to dispute
his supremacy. He accordingly
uudertock the defense of the
propositions in question and a very
animated debate took place hetween
him and his youthful antagonist,
Mr. Pitt, which for some time was

conducted with great talent
and brilliancy on both sides.
At length the genius of the

young man prevailed over that of
the senior, who, finding himself
driven into a corper from which
there was no escape, made some ex-
cuee for rising from the table, and
walked outof the room. To some
friends who had followed him into
the ante-room, he remarked that
Mr. Pitt’s style might by some be
copgidered ingenious, but for hia
part it was not exactly what he was
aceustomed to, and he went away in
high dudgeon,’?

This is a sample of the anecdotes
thatabound in Mr. Burges® “Me-
moirs of Willlam Pitt,’’ and give to
them a peculiar chiarm for yonthful
readers. Yes, no doubt it was WIl-
liam Pitt’s youth that greatly aided
him in roaking him the idol of the
British people. How many thous-
ands of echool boys and young men
have declaimed that famous pieceer -
titled “William Pitt’s reply to Hor-
ace Walpole,’* comrmencing with
Lhose sarcastic words,* The atrocious
crime of belng 1 young mao [ shall
peither attempt to palliate nor
deny???

It is this charm of youth that
‘makes William of Gerlmany su(};h la:

wer among the people, and whic
E;(:) doubt the Orleanists percelved



