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A to the character of this '"marvel-
nua work and wonder,’ apecial indi-
vidual Jjospiration Isa s able and
reachabls as ever to glve assurapce,
and that all abiding testimouy whlch
will Insure fidelity to its interests,
This ia the eslde which we may oall
divine. The patlent, struggling buman
pide 1s that which 1s pusslng away.
Every veteran carries his heroie record
to the quiet grave, £ar, far too little
of 1L la today embalmed in bookm, and
of that little only & molety 13 oalou-
Inted to provoke enthusisam or bring
to life ngalb the sirsnge and all too
unappreciated past.

-

CONFERENCE IN NEW ZEALAND,

GREYTOWN, N, Walrarapa, New
Zealand, July 18tb, 1895.

The past few monthes baving been a
rennon of great rejoiclng in this por-
tion of New Zealand, both among the
Elders apd Saints, J take this oppor-
tunity and ltoerty of penning a few
Jinee to you and the BHainte of Zion
concerning the cause of forementioned
fact; thinking nleo that perbape it may
be of interest to those who rejolee con-
tlounliy o tbe work of the Lord
umong the different nDations of the
eartb, While commencing upon this
tavk, I berr the good advice given by
our belpved presldent of this mission
redounding In my eare, saying: ‘‘Be
nrief in all ¥our correspondence,”
Realizing tbat it 18 good counsel,
especially to an Elder io Lsrael who Is
engaged in promalgating the everlast.
{ng Gospel, 1 will endeavor te put the
same into practice,

On Junpe 10th [ Jeft my district for
tbe purpose of escorting President
Wm, @Gardoer (who was in the
Manawatu district) into the portion of
the Liord’a vineyard, Owing to neg-
Ject of & postoffice officlal we were put
to mueh Inconvenlence and expense,
having to travel exoeedingly long die-
tances in order to renobh Ureytown
where our semi-anounl conference huad
been uppolnted to be held; traveled
sizty mliles one day, forty of which
was dope on foot. Fhough tired on
resching eur journey’s end, we soon
became well paid for the baste we had
msde to enable uws to fulflll our ap-
puintment. 1 evertbere waa a time
when the Balnts desired earnestly to
be apirituslly ted with tbe word of life
and salvetion, it wae upon this ocea-
plon. Though the Maorl land court
was In busy esession, the Baints ar.
ranged their aftairs and eagerily made
It a point to be in prompt attendarnge
at the tlme specified for our “Hui?? to
cominenoce,

At 10 &. m, oo June 15th, Elder
George Bowlas called Lhe large congre.-
gatlon te order, and We commenced
what evenluslly proved to be one of
the Jurgest and beat eonferences ever
beld In Walrarapa. There were pree-
ent the following from Zion: KElders
Willlamm Gardner, preeldent ot thbe
Auniralaslan misslon; George Bowles,
president of the Walrarapa conference,
and James Barrow, ILiee Braaford,
George Jarvis and Juobhn Walker. Good
and encouraging reports were given lo
by the severnl branch preeideuls, from
which could be very satisfactorily
gleaned that the Bainte, both Europsan
and Maori, were atriving to fulfilltheir
callings as Bajnts 1 deed. Elders Bar-
row aud Bowles reported the distrlot

as 8 whoie; from thelr report it could
be seen that muchb good work was be-
ing dooe by them and tbeir com-
panions among both races of people;
that many were on the verge of enter-
ing into the Goapel, alsc many whbo
were seeklpg to Know for themeselves
ae tothe truth of so-called Mormoniem.
The tollowing report will partially
speak for itsei! ae to bow the inhnbi-
tants of this district are feeling toward
the Churcb and lte dootrinee, or the
prinelples tasught by the servants of the
true and llving (Gou: Bince April Jast
twenty-aix have been initiated by bap-
tism and four by blessings, accordiong
to the pattern which our Savior gave
while He sojourned in the tlesh.

During the conlerence session, eight
meetinge were heid, eonducted entire-
Iy in Maori, though s number ot ‘‘Pa.
kehas'’ wers present (inlerpreters be-
ing choren to translate unte them, the
meany good and valuable instructioos
which were delivered before those ae-
setobled), Many prinelples of the
Goepel were dwelt upon and explalned
clenrly by the muany Mlders and Maori
brethren who were called upon to ad-
dress us. Tne Saints werle especinlly
urged to llve worthy lives, that they
might secure every blesring promteed
unto tbhose who keep the commarc-
ments of @God; that tbey might also
in the Lord’s due time be gather-
ed out from the midat ot
Babylon unto Zion to fit and prepare
themepelves to become Bsavlors on
Mount Z'on, If it 8o be the Lorg’s will
for them to 8o becaome. A very notable
fool was witneaaed in the aitendange of
8 large number of non-Saints, who
listened very atlentively to mileaii;
the oulcome ls, that Lthey areat present
busily engaged In wsearching the
Horlpturas and ondeavoring to sssure
themsel vea that we are in the pueses-
sion of the f‘one faith and one
baptism? whioh the Apostle Paul
spoke of in bie epistle tothe Epbesians.

After we had all been fed with an
abundance of God’s word, the Baints
dispersed for thelr several homer, feel-
ing thankful for the blessinga which
the Giospel bad brought them in these
Intter daye; determined niso in tbeir
bearts to rerve tbe Lord In righteous-
neas,

Elder Bowles was called to accom-
pany Elder Gardoer to the Boutb
Islande, for the purpoee of proclaiming
the Gospel unto the Maoris who re-
slded In the fdifferent ‘‘pahe” near
Chbristeburch. We left Weilington
pet 8. B. Rotomehana (a8 large anu
stately vemsel,) After enjoyiug our
supper we concluded that it would be
advisable to go to bed, iest we might
sotertain a love for the fishee and feed
them with the deligbtful repsat » hich
we bad just partaken of. Yel how Ig-
norant we were concerning the mighty
deep—how rudely we were awnkenes
from pur brief plumbers and literally
forced to feed thoee fishes, to part com-
pany with that which we desired to
retain! How we wisbed we could get

off and walk; but no—we must con-’

tinue on to our destipatlon, and
treaturing s hope within us thal we
might be able to endure ‘‘all things,”*
Qur miselon proved to be a very en-
joysable one hotb tlemporarlly and
epiritually, mesting with eplendid
receptions, opening their halls and
‘‘swhare-karakia* (moetlng house} to
us, and attending in large; numbers to

bear tbe principles, dootrlnes, etc., of
the Liatlter.-day Balate expounded unto
them. During tbe tlme of our visit to
Kaiapol (a Maorl pah which bas an
eventful history of itself), & certain
European minister who bad evidently
pnever had the privilege of meeting a
Mormon Elder, came to listen to the
Jdiscouree of Elder Gardner, At the
ciose of the meeting privilege was
given all to oAk questions if they de-
glred., Thbe miniater at once arose and
requested Lhat be be allowed to address

bls “‘own congrezation,’” even the
one wbieb  had gathered to-
getber to listen to Elder Gardper.

He was permitted to 4o so; and after
tryleg In his suppored superior knowi-
edge and power to tear and puli dewn
our doctrines upon our beads, and ex-
pecting our disoomtitare, he stopped—
fully expecting to ree bie desire mani-
fested in baving us bainisbed forever
from the presence of his oougregation,
Elder Gardner then turned to refute
all the f(nlse aocusations which bad
been mude. By the power of tbe Holy
Spirit of God which wes poured dowa
upon hlm, be proved from holy writ
that the Chureb and Gospel wbich we
represent 1s the true and only plan of
snlvation, that It is bullt upon the rock
of revelation, tbat It s of divine
origin, not of man, and thas will stand
forever. Great was the perplexity apd
dlsgomflture of that minister, more es.

pecially as It occurred before his
own flock. Hls accusations were
tbaut the Book of Mormon was

written by a woman, and purcbased
by Joseph 8Bmith for the sole purpose
of money-msaking; the old, old Jllusiun
of polygamny, trylng to sbhow to his
bearera what » blot it wee upon the
beauti'nlly framed Clomstitution of the
United Btates; the incorrectness of the
Blble when compared with Lbe Greek
tranelation, {yet he himeelf bad been
apd was teaching irom King James's
teanslation), He went so far as o say
that Josue condemnped polygamy when
He was upon the earth; upon being
ssked for chapter and verse, he could
not furnieh same, thus sutlerlng an-
other defeat, He eventuslly hag to
leave, crestinllen Indeed, leaving the
bum bie Elder master of the situation,
who turned and gave unto God zll the
bonor and glory, realizing that it was
through Him nbove thut truth had
triumpbe) over faleeh sod.

Many metobers of that flock are at
present Invesligating our_ prinelples;

‘they have acknowledged them (o be

geriptural and bave expressed them.
golves as being desirous of entering
into the fold of Chrlst In the near
future.

It would be encroaching upon tbe
valutble space of your paper to report
all our travels; suffice it to any that we
returned, an uld the Beventles of old,
rejolcing exceedingly; and hope tbat
we liave sown many good seeds upon
good ground to eventually grow, ma-
ture, eto,

FPresident Gardner Jeft thls district
on July 16th on kis way nporth to
Auckland, & long and tedlous journey
upon foo*, horee and steawer, eXpect-
ing to reach tbe abovenamed place
sometime in Beplemsber., We who are

laboring io Walrarapan have grestly
enjoyed the visit of our beloved
president and feel repewed and

strengthened In our high caliings, to
work bard and aleo earnestly while the



