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OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES
AND COUNSELORS TO THE
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS IN

"ALL THE WORLD.

BELOVED SAINTS:

A time of mourning has fallen
apon Zion, and it is with feelings of
profound sadness that we address
this epistle unto you. Our beloved

brother, guide and counselor, our
pirophet, seer and revelator, Presi-

Jdent Brigham Young, has been
juken from our midst by death.

adrrounded by his family and
friends, and in his own house and
in the city of which, under the
$ord, he was the founder, his spirit
peabefully passed from this mortal
existenoe into that state of rest pre-
pared for the righteous. Though
narassed and bitterly persecuted,
especially of late years, his ene-
mies were not permitted to take his
life. He has not been called by the
Lord to die a martyr’s death; yet
his'‘entire life has proved his wil-
lingness to endure even that ordeal,
if it had been the good pleasure of
the Liord to require it of him. He
has shrunk from no issue, and has
been willing to risk liberty and life
4t the call of duty, evenswhen his
friends trembled for his safety.

At aripe old age, in the quiet of
his own home, he has passed to his
rest. This is a consolation to us
whbo survive him. Nothing that
has oceurred to us since we came
to these valleys has touched the
hearts of the Saints like this sad
eveut. He not only has been the
President of the Church, but a
father to the people. Their welfare
and prosperity, their preservation
from evil, and their advancement
ju everything holy and pure has
al ways been the uppermost thought
gnd desire of his heart. In his love
farapnd devotion to the work of
God he has never wavered. During
thie thirty-three years that he has
p esided over the Church, since the
wartrydem of the Prophet Joseph,
kis kpnees have never trembled, his
h.nds have never shook; he bhas

naver faltered or quailed. However
tnreatening the surroundings or
prospects may have been, he has
uever been dismayed; but at those
timed he has exhivited such serene
ouufldence and faith, and uttered
such words of encouragement, as
to comfort and sustain all the peo-
ple and to call forth their love and
aumiration. The Lord, however,
not only bles-ed him with valor,
but He endowed him with great
wisdom. His counsels, when obey-
ed, have been attended with salva-
tion, and a8 an organizer and ad-
miinistrator he has no superior. Of
this the people of the entire Church
are his witnesses,and our Territory,
a4 well as the many settlements in
the adjacent Territories, are his
qnopuments. He always had the
goynsel of the Lord and none ever
sought it from him in vain,

Beloved SBaints: We have been
greatly favored of the Lord in being
perniitted to live in this dispensa-
tion and in having been led by two
such men as the fruphal.s Joseph
sud Brigham. Of Joseph, the pro-
phet and seer of the Lord,it bas
been truthfully said, that at his
Jdeath, he had done more (save
J «sus only,) for the developmeni of
¢he priuciples of life and the salva-
siop of men in this world, for the
spaca.of time in which be was on
warththan any other man that ever
sived ypon it. The prophet Brig-
liam has proved himaself worihy to
ive his successor.

Hislabors the Lord has crowned
with ‘most remarkable success, his
words he has honored and fulfilled,
»ud those who have obeyed his
¢ounsel he bas blessed and upheld.

| us.

- 'On Tuesday last, September 4th,
the two ceounselors of President
Young and ten of the Twelve A pos-|
tles,—two of the Twelve, Brothers
Orson Pratt and Joseph . Smith,
however, he has been taken [rom |being absent in England,—held a
Great efforts in prayer have | meeting, and wailed upon the
been made, and constant adminis- | Lord, ith humble, contrite and
tration of the gospel ordinance for | saddened = hearts we earnestly
the sick, to still keep him here; but | sought to learn His mind aod will
the Lord has ordered otherwise. |concerning u3iand His Church. The
We must bere acknowledge that it | Lord biessed us with the spirit of
is the Lord to whom he was in~|union and condescended to reveal
debted for the wisdom and intelli- | to us what steps we should take.
gence displayed. by him, ThelElder Jobun - Taylor, the senior
bestowal of Lhese gifts manilests | Apostle, and who bas aeled as the
the care and supervision which He | President of the Twelve, was unani-
exercises over His people; for these | mously sustained im that pesition.
blessings ,are all the gift of God, | With the same unanimity also it
and all emanate from Him. The| was voted that the quorum of the
Prophets Joseph Smith and Brig | Twelve Apostles is the presiding
ham Young have been, and now [quoram sand authority in the
ate, in His hands as His instru-

Chureh.
ments in doing His work, and 80| Tpege things are so plainly indi-
are we. We have the same conso-

_ caled by the revelations and in the
lation, however, in this our time of

. t history of the Chureh that
grief and deep affliction, that the y .

they could not be igmnored, either
Prophet Brigham had upon hear- |,y the Twelve Apostles or by the
ing of the cruel martyrdom of the

bl T seinh and Hyram—+'the President’s Counselors. H:;lm,
rophets Jose =1 :
ang of the kingdom are still right Sgein, 2 & similar conrss was adop

ted on the death of the Prophet
here with the Chureh.” Joseph may o P

Joseph, the two Counselors of
be martyred, Brigham may die, 80 | pragjjent Young—Presidents John
far as this life is concerned; but our

Y :
B s onin. Fatigr otill Mok, b cll.t oo TS, SEbCIn L. IVash-

b were unanimously sustained as one
holy priesthood and apostlesbip,| with gounselors  to and associnted
which He restored to the earin,

in action with the Twelve Apostles.
still remsin to guide and govern, P

and toadmiuister ordinances to the bﬁ?ﬂgﬂill:t;t; :gadt;ﬂntﬁlgﬁgaf;
Church which He has established. |, oo ™) 0 7 brocent ™ President
Our beloved brother Brigham Youbg ’

has gone from us to join the prophet
Joseph and the host of the holy and
the pure who are behind the wyail;
but we do not therefore lose the
benefit of his Jabors. He isnow in
a position to do more for that work
which he loved so well, and for
which he labored so ardently, than
he could possibly do in the flesh;
and that work will roll onward
with increased power and acceler-
ated speed. s

The President of the Chureh hav-
ing been tuken from. us by deatb,
the Church is now placed in the
same position that i1t was at the
martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph
—there is no quorum of First Presi-
dency. Speaking in Kirtland upon

bis presidency over the Churchl
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints will be pointed to. as
an epoch of wonderful events.
[u the providence of the lL.ord,

John W. Young, Daniel H. Wells,
and George Q Cannon in attending
to business connected with the
Temples, the public works, and
other Church aflairs of a financial
character.

Inquiries have arisen respecting
the brethren who have been em-
ployed by the various gquorums to
work on the Temple. Upon this
sulbject we desire to that
it is not intended in making
the change that has been suggest-
ed—for the pay of the brethren to
come through the Bisheps instead
of the quorums—to release those
who have subscribed through the
guorumes; but only to put it in an-
other shape. ted that

Davis and Utah Stakes,

Tooele and Box Elder ~takes Oct.
Wasateh and Cache Biakes, Nov.

Summit aud Bear Lﬂ.k‘ﬁ. Btakes,

John Taylor be assisted by Brothers |

of the Salt

i
avoiding the very appearance of’
evil, 8o that others, seeing our good :
works, may be led to glorify God.

We remain your brethren in the.
new and everlasting covenant,

JOHN TAYLoR,
WILFORD WOODRUFF,
ORSON HYDE -
(CHARLES C. i%lcn-,
LORENZO BNOW,
ERASTUS SNOW,

- FrANKLIN D. RicH
GEORGE Q. CANNOIN
BrRIGHAM YOUNG, .
ALBERT CARRINGION,
JOHN W. YoUNG,
DANIEL H, WELLS:

O¢t. 18 and
14, 1877—Jsn. 12 and 18, 1878,

Weber and Juab Stakes, Oct, 20 and
21, 1877—Jan. 19 and 20, 1878,

27 aud 25, 1877—Jan, 26 and 27,
1878.

3 and 4, 1877—Feb. 2 and 3,
1878.

- Nov. 10and 11, 1877—Feb, 9and
10, 1878,

Morgan and Sanpete Stakes, Nov.
17 and- 18, 1877—Feb. 16 and 17,
1878.

Sevier and Millard Stakes, Nov.
24 and 25, 1877—Feb. 23 and 24,
1878. :

Panguitch and Beaver BStakes,
D-sc.s lslnd 2, 1877—Marech 2 and
3, 1878,

Kanab and Iron Stakes, Dec. 8 and
9, 1877—March 9 and 10, 1878.

S8t. George Btake, Dec. 15 and 16,
1877—March 16 and 17, 1878.

As the time for holding our Gen-
eral Semi annual Conference is ap-
proaching, it is very desirable that
complete reports bLe prepared by
those officers whose duty it is to
make reports, ‘The circular, issued
recently by the First Presidency,
explains the necessity for and char-
acter of these reports. Blasxk forms
have also been prepared, and have
been published, by the DESERET
NEWS, for reports of Bishops and
Presidents of Stakes, Immediate
steps should be taken by the Bish-
ops of the various Wards, and by
others who are presiding over
branches,to obtain full reportsupon

all the points ipcluded in the
blank forms. These, when com-

-

**Joseph conferred upon our heads+
all the keys and powers belonging
to the Apostleship which he him-
| self held before he wss taken away,.
and no man or set of mén can get.
between Joseph and the Twelve in,
thizs world or in the world to come.””"
— President Young's discourse in-
Nauvoo, .

=
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ON TRIAL.

““The Mormon system will be put’
on trial for its existence with the:
death of Brigham Young.”

The above, fiom the Omaha:
Herald, expresses a sentiment en--
tertajped by a very large numberr
of people in boih hemispheres:.

The popular idea is that the whole*
“Mormon Church” js comprehen--

ded in its head, and that.with the*
pleted, should be sent to the Presi- removal of its leader the body must -

dents of Stakes, who should, from fall to pieces. But there isno sub-

these reports, draw up their reports, [Jeet so much falked about and at -
including as complete a financial | the same time so Jittle understood, .
exhibit us Erauucable, and either|as this, so.called, “Mormon ques- -
forward or bring them to the Con-| tion.” |

ference in this city. Before Presi-| The opinions now entertained .
dent Young’s sicknese, he arranged |and very generally expressed by
for the monthly Priesthood meeting | the press of the country, prevailed
Lake btake of Zion to|at the time of the mariyrdom of
be held in the New Tabernacle on|Joseph and Hyrum Smith, In--
Wednesday the8rd ofO:tober. Gen- | deed, those who plapned, desired .
eral meetings will be held om the 4th | or consented to the death of the
and 5th, to which all the priesthood | great Prophet and Seer of the nine- -
and Saints are Invited, preparatory | teenth century, excused themselves -

It is expec
the members of the quorums will
still continue to do what they

have
heretofore done; but the pay they

the relationship of the First Presi-
deney to the Twelve Apostles, the
Prophet Joseph said ( Millennial
Star, Vol. XV., page 595), ‘‘the
T welve are not subject to any other
than the First Presidency, viz.:
myself, Sidney Rigdon, and
Frederick G. Williams, who
are now iny counselors (aud where
I am not there is no First Presi-
dency over the Twelve.)” After the
death oi the prophet Joseph, Presi-
dent Young, in np‘eaking-td the |
Sainte,” said: *‘For the first time

in the kingdom of God, the Twelve
" Apostles of the Lamb, chosen by
revelation, in this last dispensa-
tion of the gospel for the winding
up scene, present themselves be-
fore the Baints to stand in their
lot according to appointment,” * *
# %® . vHere are the Twelve,
appointed by the finger of God,
who hold the keys of the priest-
hood and the authority to setin
order and regulate the charch in

the Bishops of their respective
Wards,who should, as early as pos-
sible, ascertain from the various
| members of quorums in their
Wards that which each one has
been paying, and collect the same,
80 that they may be prepared by
this means to meet the pay-
ments to the hands who are em-
ployed as they
hope that, instead of slackening
our efforts to push the Temples
| forward, there will be an idcrease
of zeal and epnergy on the pa
ull, from the Apostles, through
the ranks of the priesthood, to the
youngest member of the Church.

The Bishops in all the Stakes of
| Zion should make arrangements to
haye a meeting of the lesser priest-
hood im their Wards once every

|

have to make will be made to|

come due. Wae |us for the duties whi

¢ | liberally received from our depart-
'l |ed President. He has

week.  These meetings they should
attend personally with their coun-
selors, so as to give necessary in-
struction and counsel,and also that
they may learn the true . condition

all the world, Here is Elder
Amasa Lyman and Elder Sidney
Rigdon; they were councilors in
the First Presidency, and they are
councilors 10 the Twelve still, if
they keep their places; but if
either wishes to #ct as ‘spokesman’ | called to preside. At 11 o'clock a.
for the Prophet Joseph, he must go | m. on the first Saturday in every
behind the vail where Joseph is,”” |month there should be held in
Times and Seasyns, Vol. 5, page|each Btake a general priesthood
637. meeting of all the officers of the

h-
Once more the necessity for the e These meetings ghould

Id at the pl in each
Twelve Apostles tostep forward and be held at the place in each Stake

t conveni for th -
take the Presideney of the Charch ::ﬂ? f:ﬂ r:“ ent this purpose;

&

| wris of the condition of
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | he varinu]ﬂmWnrda should be made

has arisen.  The same spirit whieb | ¢, these meetings b

gs by the Bishops.
rested upen the prophet Joseph be-| ry,struction and counsel ean then
fore his martyrdom, in instructing|he piven that will have the effect

the Twelve Apostles as to their con.

duties and responsibilities and the | 23&:2:5? c:n;fnlgli:f :lf:izgl:: lli:lll,'f |
necessity Ef their bearing off the|the different Stakes, and that will
kingdom, hH Fﬂgtﬂd upoun the Pro- | aeyit { n the spread of the prinei-
phet Brigham during this past|jesef the gospel among the peo-

spring and summer. He released | - |
all uf%ha Twelve wha, were presid- E::::' gfﬂ;‘: (I?ﬁlgchpfrfecl develop- Ji

ing over Stakes, from those duties, That thereé may be a correct un-

selected others to fill those posi-
derstanding among ‘all the Stakes
tions, and taught the Church that 60" %ion respecting the* time for

the T'welve Apostles were called by :
WoLN _ holding the quarterly conferences
their priesthood to act in a wider in ih%gdiﬂ'ﬂ?:ut' Stakes, and the

and mure extended sphere than to
| i ‘Presidents be enabled to make pre-
E:m%rﬁi it;‘a;]:; Eﬂﬂinﬁﬂteﬂlk!mhﬂ‘il ﬁ:f prarations therefor, we have deI:.-m-‘
. PERRAY ledlt. best to make the following

d’eated that there would be an in- .
. 1 : appointments for the (onferences
crease of responsibility and juris- during the next half year. It will

diction resting upon them, and be seen that in most instances they

that they would be held to a
; | will be held in tw» Stakes upon the
stricter accountability than they me days. "“This is unavoidable \a

had been. We c¢an now under-
stand and attach an importanc: and E‘;n;nq;‘::m of the great number

gignifiance to these teachings and
< . Salt Lake Stake, Oct. 8, 1877—Jan.

Th.ﬂ #dime will yet come when|

of the flock over which they ll‘ﬂi

counsels which we could not at the
time they were given. 5> and 6, 1878.

Pnt:lence and loog-suffering, bear-
bg

to the Geueral SBemi-annual Con- | for the murderous spirit which they
ference, which will ecommence on | cherished, by the argument that:
Saturday, the 8th of October. the death of the leader was the:

And now, bretbren and sisters, |death of the system, and that his-
we exhort you to arouse yourselves | removal would dispose of the “Mor- -
and seek unto the Lord in fervent | mon question,”” and scatter the:
faith and prayer. We know that|‘“Mormon’” people forever.
our Father in heaven is a God of| But history has demonstrated
revelation. He is ready and wil-|their error. As in former times,.
ling to pour out His blessings and | the blood of the martyrs proved the
gifts upon those who seek unto him | *‘#eed of the church,” and “Mor--
forthem. We need them as indi-|monism” flourished and extended,.
viduals and asa people to qualify |took deeper root and bore riper-
devolve up- | fruits than ever before.  Great!
We should remember and | emergencies bring forth great men. .
carry into practical effect the coun- | The man for the times came to the»

sels and instructions we have so|front, with its necessities. The
Church, deprived of its earthly

head, showed that it possessed =
vigorous vitality. The body re-
mained, and that body is deathless.
It was alive in all its existing parts,
and so constituted that it eould
evolve a guiding, directing power
from ™% own organism an her-
ent forces.

Its enemies were amazed, con-
founded, defeated. Tsav thought
Joseph Smith was ths Church, but
they found that a Esigher Power
than a mortal leadezs had breathed:
into it the breath of life, and placed:
beyond the 1each of man the weap-.
ons to destroy it. Joseph passed
behind the vail, and the Twelve,
Apostles, forming, aceording to the
revelations, ‘‘a quorum equal im.
authority and power to the three
presidents’’ standing at the head,
moved forward in their place and
calling, fully ecompetent to lead the
Church, and carry out the pro-
gramme laid down by the Prophet
who had been taken away by the
hand of assassination, V%

In due time, as the President of
that Quorum, our late lamenied
leader moved up into the Leadship
of the Church with two Ceunselors,
in accordance with the xewelation
whichfsays:

*Of necessity there are presidents,
or presiding offices, growing out of,
or appointed of or from amoug those
who are ordained to the several
offices in these two priesthoods.

Of the Melchisedek Priestheod
three presiding high priests,chosen
by the body, appointed and ordain-

ed unto thatj office, and upheld by
the confidence, faith and prayer of
the Church, form a quorum of the
presidency of the Churech.”:

There was no schism, no dissolu-
tion. The Church moved on to
perform its mission in the earth,
and at the expulsion from Nauvoo,
which threatened to scatter its

gone from
us; but the flock is not lett without
a shepherd. Lalter-day Raints
should so live that they will know
the voice of the trae shepherd, and
not be deceived by pretenders. This
is the privilege of every member of
the Church, and the Lutter-day
Saint who does Dnot Jive se as to
have the revelations of Jesus con-
stantly with him, stands in great
danger of being deceived and rall-
ing away. We bave before us the
building up and the redeeming of
Zion. This can only be done by the
aid of the Lord. All the signs
which the Lord promised to send
in the last days are making their
appearance, They show that the
day of the Lord is near. A great
werk has to be done, and there is
but little time in which to accom-
plish it; great diligence is, there-
fore, required. Let us, then, go to
with our mightand buaild the Tem-
ples of the Most High and accom-
plish every other labor devolving
upon us. Let us not slacken our
diligence, or give way to doubt,
unbelief or hardness of heart; but
be strong in the Lord, and ery unto
him unceasingly to give us the
power to build up his Zion on the
earth and to help establish a reign |
of righteousness, peace and truth.

Our prayere are oflered continual-
ly in bebalf of all the officers and |
Saints composing the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
that the Lord will pour out upon
them the spirit of ¢onselation, and
that He will endow them with tbe
revelations of the IL.ord Jesus =0
bountifully that every one will un-
derstand his duty and be prompt in
the fulfilment thereof. ILet us
build each oibher up in the most
holy faith, cultivating love, meek-
ness, lowliness of heart, charity,

with each other's faults, end yet



