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69joseph confarrconferredd upon our heads
allail11 the keys and powers belobeiobelonginggingglug
to the apostleship which hebe him-
selfs holdheld before liellehewakwas taken away
and nodo man or set of alen can get
between joseph sinand the twelve in
this world or in the world to cariiecome 11

president youngs8 ducatdUcaiinelne in
vaundo

E P 1 S T L E
TWELVE APOSTLE

ANANDID counselors TO THE

CHURCH OFor JESUS CHRIST

WlatteeLATTER DAY SAINTS IN
0
ALLaall THE WORLD

I1

B LOVEDnoved SAINTS

Aj i timelime of mourning has fallen
upon alon and it Is with feelings ofif
propoundtproTomoundund sadness that we address
this epistle unto you our beloved
brotner guide and counselor our
prproghet seer and revelator presi-
dent brighambigham young has been

fromfroin our midst by death
by his family and

4endsri andadd inlit his own house and
10lon the city of which under the

ikird1itordird he waiswas the founder his spirit
peacefully passed from this mortal
existenoe into that state of rest pre-
pared for the righteous though
harassed and bitterly persecuted

1

osibeespeciallybally of late years his ene
miek were

I1 not permitted to take his
life he has not been called by the
lord to die a martyrs death yet
hi life has proved his wllwil
11liuilugnesagness to endure even that ordeal I1

ifjr it hadbad been the roodgood pleasure of
thetfordthetLordnord to require it of him he
hs shrunk from no issue and has

3
beeueebeenit willing to risk liberty andond ilfelife
ht the call of duty eveeven when hishia

ends trembled for his ssafetya
at a riperips old age in the quiet of

hishia awnown home he has passed to his
rest this is a consolation to us
Wabcb surviveurvive him nothing that
haslaa occurred to uaus since we came
to these valleys has touched chhee
learislearia of the saints like this sad

V

heele not only has been the
president of the church but a

to the people their welfare
and prosperity their preservation
rum evil and their advancement
lutik everything holy and pure has
abwalwaysys uppermost thought
fendfehd desire dfof his heart jnin walovehis loveiove

devotion to the work of
god he has never wavered during
lieike thirty three years that he has
n esadelai ed over the church sincegince the

P
of the prophet joseph

hiihisblahia knees have never trembled his
unda have never shook he has
nnaver faltered or quailedquailed lioiiohoweverwever

the surroundings or
pioploprospects may have been he has
liverwiver been dismayed but at those
kinlessima hebe has exhibitedted such serene

and faith and uttered
such words of encouragement as
to comfort and sustain all the peo-
plepie and to call forth their love and
admiration the lord however
notnut univonly bles ed him with valor
but hahe endowed him with great
wisdom his counsels when obey-
ed havehavie buenbien attended with salva
tiou andund as an organizer and ad

hebe has no superior otof
this tlethetie people of the entire church
sraigra his witnesses and our territory
ams1 wellwall as the many settlements in
the adjacent territories are his
lumonuments he always had the
tiu of the lord and none ever
bought ithrom him in vain

beloved saints wewo have beebeenbeel
favored of the lord in heingbeing

permitted to live lain this dispensa-
tion and in having been led by two
uchsuchihbeibbemenifien as the prophets joseph

muddud brigham of01 josephJoseiih the pro-
phet and seer of the lordjord it has
lim truthfully saidasaidsald that at illlithisa
death he had done more lavesave
Jbeaudbaus only for the developmentbofof
theaheshe principles of ilfelife and the
djon yf men inirl this world for thethu
paco time in which be was on

oarthbarthirth thanthau anyads other man that ever
jived upon it the prophetit brig
liamllam has proved himself worthy to
behis

the lord has crowned
remarkable success his

u he has honored and fulfilled
hildhud those who have obeyed hishia
counsel he has blessed and upheld
tha time will yet come when

t

his prosprespresidencyleneylency over the church
of jesus cilCli fist

1
of latter day

saintsfaints will be pointed to as
an eepochbolh of wonderful events
luju the providence of the lord
however he has been taken from
us gratgreatgr at efforts in prayer have
been madeI1 and constant adminis-
tration of thetb gospel ordinance for
the sickbick costillto still keep him here but
thetiie lord alssalks ordered otherwise
we must berehere acknowledgeidge that it
is the lord to whom he was in-
debteddeb fortor the wisdom and intelli-
gence displayed by him the
bestowal of these gifts manifests
the care and supervision which he

over his people for these
blessingblessingssareare all the gift of god
and all emanate from him the
prophets joseph smith and brig
ham young havebave been and nowdow
azeaae in his hands as his instru-
ments in doing his work and so80
are we we have the same conso-
lation however in this our timtimee of0
grief audand deep aMleafflictiontion that the
prophet brigham had upon hear-
ingng of the cruelruel6 martyrdom of the
pprophets joseph and hyrum lithethe
keysreyseyb of the kingdom are still right
hereere withw I1 th the church joseph may
be martyredmarty red brigham may die aoso
far as this life iais concerned but our
eleaFleaheavenlyvenly father still lives the
holy priesthood and apostleship
which liehe restored to the earan
still remain to guide and govern I1

and to administer ordinances to the
church which he has established
our beloved brother Brigha mYoung
has gone from us to join theprophet
joseph and the host of the holy and
the vurepure who are behind the vailvat
but we do not therefore lose the
benefit of his labors he is now in
a position to do more for that work
which he lovdloved BOso well and for
which hebe labored so ardently than
he could JOspossiblysibly do in the flesh
and that work will roll onward
with increased power and acceler-
ated

1
1 1speed

the presidentbofof the church hav-
ing been takent from Us by death
the church iais now placed in the
same position that it waavaamaamas attat the
martyrdom of the prophet joseph

there bisnois no quorum of first presi-
dency speaking in kirtland upon
the relationship of the first presi-
dency to the twelve apostles the
prophet jocephjoseph said millennial
star vol XV page the
twelve are notdot subject to any other
than the first presidency vizvazi

myself sidney rigdon and
frederick QG williams who
are now my counselors andaudaudand where
I1 am not weretheto is no first presi-
dency over the twelve y after thirthe
death ol01 the prophet josephjosephl presi-
dent young luin speaking totd the
saisalsaintsn tr said porfor the finttint limetime
inih the kingdom 0off god alietthe Twelveweli
apostleapostles of the lamb chosenchogen by

t in11h this last disdibdispapm
tion bofiff the gospel for the winding
uptip scene present themselves bfbe-
fore the saints to stand in their
lot cordingaccordingae to appointmentJI1

hereelere are the twelve
apappointed0 1 anted by thaethe finger of godeawhow 0 hold the keys of the priest-
hood and the authority to set in
order and regulate the ehuthUchurchrelfreif in
all uhehe world here is leldermoler
amasa lyman and elder sidney
rigdon they were councillorscouncilorscounci lors in
titiothetiee first presidency 11 and they are

0too the twelve still if
theyhey keepkiep their placeplaces but if
either wishes to pet as lipospokesmankesman
for the prophet joseph he must go
behind the vail where joseph Is t

timo and sealsseasons vol 5 page

once more the necessity for the
twelve apostles to step forward and
takeuke the presidency of the church
of jesus christof latterbatter dayflay saints
has arisen the same spirit which
rested upon the prophet joseph be-
fore his martyrdom in instructing
the twelve apostles as to their
duties and responsibilities and the
necessity of their bearingbeating off the
kingdom habbag rested upon the pro-
phet aruatu durfdurlduringug this pashpast
spring and blimmerglimmers heue released
all of the twelveT elyeelve presid-
ing over stakes from those dudutiestipstirs
selected others to fill those post
tiontionne nd the church that
the twelve apostles were calleailcalleded by
their priesthood lo10 act inilk a wider
and more sphere than to
bebia presidents of stakes all his
teteachingsL h ga andaad coucounselsnJ selsseis plainly iu-
d catte that there would be an in-
crease of and juris-
dictiondiedleaaion restingtesting upon them and
that they would be heldheid to a
stricter accountability than they
had been we can now under-
stand and attach an importanca and
signiflancefiance to thesetheme teaching and
Ccounsels which we could not at the
time they were given

on tuesday lastjast september Ath
the two counselors of president
young and ten of the twelve apos 1

ties two of the twelve brothers
orsonoreon pratt and joseph P3 smith
boing abent in england heldheid a
meeting and waited aponupon the
lord with humble contrite and
saddened hearts we eaearnestlyrnestly
sought to learn his mind and will
concerning umi and his chuchurchach the
lord blessed us ivliviwithth tapthe spiritspikt of
unionnandand condescendeddescendedcon to ravealreveal
to naus what blevstepa we should take
eidenelder john tayloraylor the senior
apostle and who has acted as theprepresident of the twelve was unani-
mously sustained in that position
with the same unanimity also it
was voted that the quorum of the
twelve0 apostles is the presiding
quorumquoruila and authority in tbthe
church

these things are so plainly indi-
cated by the revelations nudand in the
papast8t history of the church that
they could not be ignored either
by the twelve apostles or by the
presidentspresident counselors hence
again as a similar course was adop-
ted on ththe death of the prophet
joseph the two counselors of
president young presidents john
wjW young and daniel H wells
were unanimously sustained as one
with counselors to and associated
in action with the twelve apostles

to facilitate the transaction of
btbusinessulness it was voted unanimously
that for the present president
john taylor be assisted by brothers
john W young daniel H wells
and george Q cannon in attending
to business connected with the
temples the public works and
other church affairs of a financial
character

inquiries have arisen respecting
the brethren who have been em-
ployed by the various quorums to
work on the temple upon this

we desire to bayeay that
it iais not intended in mmakingaking
the change that has been sugsuggest-
ed

gest
northeforthenorfor the pay of the brethren to

come through the bishops instead
of the quorums to release those
who have subscribed through the
quorumqu at but only to put it in an-
other shape it is expected that
the members of the quorums will
still continue to do what they have
heretofore donedon but the pay they
have to make will be made to
the bishops of their respective
Wards who should as early as pos-
sible ascertain from the various
members of quorums in their
wards that which each one has
been paying and collect the samefiame
so that they juas be

lortorpreparedep redbyby
thithis means to meemeet ttheb pay-
ments to the hands who are em-
ployed as they come due we
hope that instead of slackeningblackening in
our efforts to push the temples
forward there will be an Idincreasecrease
of zeal and energy on the part of
all from the apostles through all
the ranks of the priesthood to the
youngestyoung t member of the church

the in all the stakes of
zion should makemaue arrangements to
have a ineeting of the lesser priest-
hood in their wards once every
week these meetings they should
attend personally with their coun-
selors so as to give necessary in-
structionst and counsel and also that
they may learn the true bondiconditiontion
of the flock which they are
called to preside at 11 a
m on thethy first saturday in every
month there should be heidheld in
each stake a general priesthood
meeting of all the officera of the
church these meetings should
be heldbeld at the place in each stake
most convenient for this purpose
and full reports of the condition of
the various wards should be made
to these meetings by the bishops
instruction and counsel can then
be kivensven that will have the efmeffact
to prodproduceuceuco coneonconcertcert efof action in all
matters of a public character in
the diffdifferentarenc1 stakes and that will

I1 n the spread of the princi-
ples of the gospel among the peo-
ple and the more perfect develop-
ment of the church

blatthat thertheremaye may be a correct un-
derstandingderstanding among nilniialltall the stakes
bfof zionzinn respecting the time for
holding the quarterly conferences
in theiho bifi rentreut stakes andtind the
presidents bobe enabled to make pre-
parationspa rations therethereforeforWeve have deem
ed it best to make the following
appointments for the conferences
during the next half year it wigwin
be seen thatthai in most instances they
will be held I1inu two stakes upon ahe
same days this is unavoidable in
consconsequenceequen ce 0off the great number
of stakes
salt lake stakee oct janjam

5 and 0 1878 1

davisdavia and utah stakesstages oct 13 andhind
jsnjan 12 and 18 1878

weber and juajuabb stakes oct 20 and
21 1877 jan 19 andantl 20 1878

tooele and box eldereider oct
27 ami 228 18771577 jan 2026 and 27
18781873

and cache Stakesslakes nov
a and 4 1877 feb 2 and 3
1878 i I1

summit and bear lake stakes
nonovv 11 1 iefebkebb gandolind

morganfi Stakes Nov
17 1877 febfel 16 and 17

1

1878
sevierseviSovierandand millard stakes nov

24 and 25 1877 feb 23 and 2404
1878

and beaver stakes
dmdec 1 and 2 1677 march 2 and

kaneb and iron stakesslakes dec 8 and
9 1877 march 9 and 10 1878

SLsuc george stake deedec 15 and 16
1877 march 16 and 17 1878

As the time for holding our gen-
eral semiannualsemi annual conference iais ap-
proachingproaching it is very desirable that
complete reports lebe prepared by
those whose duty it is to
make reports the circular issued
recently by the first presidency
explains the necessity forandfor and char-
acter of these reports blank forms
havebave also been prepared and have
been published by the deseret
NEWS for reports of bishops and
presidents otof stakes immediate
steps should be taken by the bish-
opsopi of the various wards and by
others who are presiding over
brnbrAnchesto obtain full reports upon
all the poinpointsts incineincludedeluded in the

biank forms these when com-
pleted should be pent to the presi-
dents of stakes who should from

reports draw up their reports
lnincludingluding as complete a financial
exexhibitfurdbi as practicable and eitherelther
forward or bring them to the con-
ference in this city before presi-
dent youngs sickness he arranged
forrfori the monthlypriesthood meeting
ofodthethetho salt lake stake of zion to
be bield in the new Tabertabernaclenaci0 on
wednesday Octoberof gen-
eral meetings will be held oiaoa the jtb
and ath to which all the priesthood
anantlanil saints are invited preparatory
to theibe general semiannualsemi annual con-
ference which will commence on
saturday the ath of october

and now brethren and bisterssisters
wowt exhort you to arouse yourselves
anhand seek unto the lord in fervent
faith and prayer we know that
our father in heaven Is a god ofot
revelation he is ready and wil-
ling to pour out his blessings and
gifts upon those who seek unto him
for them we need them as indi-
viduals and as a people to qualifyquality
us for the duties which devolve up-
ononusus we should remember and
carrycarpy inintoto practical effect the coun-
sels and instructions we have so
liberally received from our depart-
ed president he has gogoneno from
us but the flock is not lettleft without
a shepherd latter day saints
should so live that they will know
the voice of the trae shepherd and
not be deceived by pretenders this
is the privilege of every member of
the church and the latter day
saint who does not livejive so as to
have the revelations of jesus con-
stantly with him stands in great
danger of being deceived and fall-
ing away we have lieffiefbeforeoreusus the
building up and the redeemingdeemingle of
zion this can only be done by the
aid of the lord ailall the signs
which the lord promised to sendfend
in the last days are making their
appearance they show that the
day of the lord is near A great
work has to be done midand there is
but little time in which to accom-
plish it great diligence is there-
fore required let us then go to
with our might and build the tem-
ples of the most high and accom-
plish every other labor devoldevolvingong
upon us let us not slacken our
diligence 0orr give wayvay to doubt 1

unbelief or hardness of heart but
be strong in the lord and cry unto
him unceasingly to give us the
power to build up his zion on the
earth and to help establish a reign
of righteousness peace and truth

our prayers are offered continual-
ly in behalf of all the officer and
saints composing the church of
jesus christ of latter day saintsfaints
that the lord will pour out uponn
them the spirit of iboconsolationn 8olatlon anandd
that he will endow tthemhem with the
revelations of the lord jesusjebus so
bountifullyy that everyone will un-
derstandderstand his duty and be prompt in
the fulfillmentfulfilment thereof let uaus
build each other up in the most
holy faith cultivating love meek-
ness lowliness of heart charity
patience and ionglong suffering bear-
ing with each others faults undand yet

raavoiding the very appearance of
evil so that seeing our good
works mayway be led to glorify God

wereWorewe remainmalnmain your brethren inintisointilotho
newnow andaud eve flatting covenant
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ON TRIAL

the mormon system will be purput
on trial for its existence with the
death of BrIgbrighamharn young

the above from the onlaomahalialla
herald expresses a sentiment en

byloy a very large number
of people in both hemispheres
the popular idea Is that the whole

mormon church Js comprehen-
ded in its head and thatwith ther
removal of its leader the body must
fallfail to pieces but there ianolanois no sub

eject so much talked about and at
the same timetime so ittle understood
as this EO called mormon ques-
tion

the opinions now entertained
aridand very generally expressed by
the press afpf the councountrytry prevalprevailedled
at the time of the martyrdom of
joseph and byrumhyrum smith in-
deed those who planned desired
or consented to the death of the
great prophet and seer of the nine-
teenth century excused themselves
for the murderous spirit which they
cherished by the argument that
the death of the leader was the
death of the system and that hishia
removal would dispose of the mor-
mon question and scatter the

mormon people forever
but history has demonstrated

their error Asafi in former tiltimesnes
the blood of the martyrs proved the

seed of the church and mor
monism flourishedflourithed and extended
took deeper root and bore riper
fruits than ever before Ggreattgreatsreat t
emergencies bring forth great men
the man for the times came to thei3
front with itsirs necessities thether
church deprived of ithits earthly
head showed that it possessed wa
vigorous vitality the body re-
mained and that body la14 deathless
it was alive in all its existing partspart
and so constituted that it coulacould
evolve a guiding directing power
fromfromi wi own organism and inner
ent forces

its enemies were amazed con-
founded defeated ty thought
joseph smith was thatb church J but
they found that a eligher power
than a mortal leadom bad breathed
into it the breath ofat lifeiffe and placed
beyond the reachleach of mapman the weap-
ons to destroy it joseph passed
behind the vaUtau and the twelve
apostles forming according to thutb
revelations a quorum equal iaim
authority and power to the three
presidents Estandingstanding atai the head
moved forward in their place andancs
calling fully competent to lead the
church and carry out the pro
gramme laid down by the prophet
who had been taken away by thelthe
hand of assassination

ininduedue time as the of
that quorum our late laielaic ated
leader moved up into the buaheaheadiddIp
of the church withw ith two
in accordance with the ierevelation
which bayssays

of necessity there azeare predpresidentsdents
or presiding onnoffofficeicesicee growing out ofor
orappointed of or from among those
who are ordained to theathe several
offices in thesethebe two priesthoods

of thefile Melchimeichisedek priesthood
three presiding high
by the body appointed and ordain-
ed unto office and upheld by
abthefhe confidence faith and prayer ofthe church formforma a quorumru of thepresidency of the church

there was no schism no disdissolu-
tion tiltthe church moved on to
perform its mission into the earthearths
and at the expulsion from nauvoo
which threatened to scatter itsJRita


