774

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

RFD CROSS SUCIETY.

At an enthuslastic meeting of ladies
at Templeton hotel last night,
Wedneaday, May 26, a brunch of the
Red Cross soclety was fornied in thls
city. The general publl: will un-
doubtediy be interested in some In-
formation regarding the object and
methods of this philanthrepic soclaty.

Its origln may be traced to the Lat-
tle of Solferlno, June 27, 1569. A
Bwisa gentleman, Monsieur Henri
Dunant, witnessed that engagement
and was deeply impressed with the
scenes of horror he =aw, Woaoundaed
and dying were left on the fleld of
cutrhage for days without medical at-
tencance, Thia led him to consider
the necessity of uniting civilized na-
tions in A compact for the purpise of
rendering warfare less barbarsus. IHis
suggestions were eagerly considered
by the Soclety of Public® Utility in
Switierland, and by the aid of the
Bwisa federul council a cordrrenca uf
representatives of various natima was
keld in Geneva in 1862, which wis frl-
lowed by another in 1864, at whi:li the
so-called Geneva treaty was [o*inn-
luted. The fidea slowly obhta'nel
foothold among the dlfferent nations.
Only Bixteen at first siar.tl the tremy, |
but gradually its powers were
adopted by others, ~nid 51 present
there are at least forty natlonain the
compact. The United Btates entered |
into the agreement in 1882 by an act
of Congress and a proclamation by
Presjdent Arthur., A red cross on
white ground Ia the emblem of thc as-
soclation.

The resolutions of the Geneva con-
ference provide that there shall be, In
every treaty country, one commlttee,
and only one, whose duty [t shall be
to co-operate in time of war, by all
means in Its power, with the medical
and sanitary service of the army, and
this committee shall place Itself In
gommunication with the government
of its own country in order that {ts|
‘offers of assistance, In case of neead,!
may be acecepted, In the event of
wuar, the committee of belllgerent na-
tions shall furnish rellef to their re-
‘@pectlve armies In proportion to thelr
respective remources and, If need be,
they shall solicit assistance of com-
mittees of neutral nations, within the
treaty.

With the concurrence of the mlilitary
authorities they =shall, upon request,
place nurses upon the battleflelds, but
only under the direction of the mill-
tary comimanders.

The Interchange of communiecations
between the several national ecom-
mittees I8 made through the Swiss com-
mittee, which bears the title of the

“Clamite international.” As early as
1866 it had been indirectly proposed
that . the commitiee might Increase]
thedr usefulness by rellef work In cases!
of ealamities other than war, but the
proposal met with no favor, It was not
until the formation of the United States
conrmlttee in 1881, that such a feature,
owing to the earnest advocacy of the!
measure by Miss Clara Barton, took
practleal form and thereby broadened
the scope of the humane work, The
matter was lald before the internation-
al committee which ably seconded Miss
Barton's efforts. By that commlttee [t
was submitted to the treaty countries
and finally unanimous sanetion was ob-
talned. The ehange or addition to the
original intentlon of the society is

known as the American amendment.

Sufferers from fioods,cyclones and other

calamities have recefved ajd as a conse-
quence of this amendment.

The American Red Cross headquar-
ters la located at Washington. This [s
the first time that the services of the
American soclety have been required |
in atd of the country'z defenders, and]
now 1t members hasten from all parts
of the Repubile to fulfill their mission
of love,

Misa Barton, the president of the
Red Cross society, is n Massachusetts
woman about 60 yenrs of age. She|
started as a school teacher, and In 1861
was engaged as a clerk in the patent
office at Washington. The breaking out
of the war gave her the great oppor-
tunity of her life, which she embraced
by resigning her clerkship and devot.
Ing herself to hospital work among the
wounded =oldiers of hoth Unlon and
Confederate armies. She was present
at the battlefields of Cedar Mountain,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Falmouth.
the Bsiege of Chaiteston, and other
scenes of carnage, where the prompt
minlstrations of hersetf and her band
of trained ntrges paved many 1lves.
She also served In the Franeo-Prussian
war and did all in her power to alle-
viate the sufferings of the Armenians
in the massacres of more recent date.

A WORD TO MISSIONARIES,

Elders who are traveling in t&
misslon field frequently include in =
letter intended for publicatlon in the
“News,” a request to hdve thelr papers'

sent to a new address. A communl-
cation Intended for publicatlon goes
to the editorial department, while one
relating to a business matter goea t0|
the business department; hence a re-
quest to change the address of a paper
ought not to be [ncluded in a letter
designed for publleation, but should
be written on a separate sheet When
this rule is not observed there I8 a
1labllity that the request will not be
complied with, as it may escape atten-
tion. In requertlng to have a paper
gent to a new address,the one to which
it 18 belng malled should always bhe
glven. The foregoing suggestions ap-
ply to othereg hesides missionaries,

ATTENTION.

NOT WORTH MUCH

There have been gent to the "News'
clipplngs from the "Free Will Baptist,”
published at Ayden, North Carolina,
which embrace portlons of an article
written by one W, H. Frost, who un-

dertakes to pose “Normoniam.*
Some of Mr, Frost's declarations are
gimply shocking to a perBon at all fa-
mililar with the subject he assumes to
treat, so violently do they clash with
the truth. “Whether Mr. Frost has
made these statements believing they
were true, or knowing they were not, '
ta o questton for hls own conaclence to
answer.

The persons who send the clippings
to the “News"” request that Mr. Frost
be anawered In these columns, It im!
not worth while to do so, The course
events are rapidly taking is placing as-
sailants of the truth of the stripe of
Mr. Frost far In the background, and
deprlving them of consequence and in-:
fluence. Correct information conecern-
ing the Mormon people, their doctrines,
practices and traits of character, s
spreading so fast that a strong tlde of
public opinion in their favor is setting
in all over the United States. and it ia

yonly a question of a short time when

their detractore and defamers will be,
overwhelmed,

Once in a whlle, though with inereas-
Ing infrequency, the attention of the
"News" s directed to an attack upon
the Mormons or their rellgion, the
source and character of which call for
a reply in these columns, but such o
screed as the one by Mr. Frost is not
worth much attentlon. Should any
Mormon migslonarles laboring in-.hls
nelphborhood have his  statements
called to their attention, it would be
proper enough to refute them. But it
is well to aveid conferring dignity upon
suchh a writer by giving toco much
notice to his vile emanatlons.

INSPIRATION AND REVELATION.

The question of the inspiration of the
Scriptures i3 causlng some anxiety
among some theologians, who realize
that the bellef In1 the common theories,
if not in the fact Itself, is gradually
waning. Rev. W. C. A, Wallar re-
cently took occasion to point out some
reasons why he considers the common
theory Inadequate, and to predlct that
the future must bring forth some re.
adjustment in this regard adequate to
the needs of the churches.

Among the anclents, both heathen
and Jews, It was sometimes believed
that when Inspired men were under the
divine Impulse, all voluntary action wans
suspended and that the Bpeakers Ov
writers were pasfive instruments un-
der the direction of the Almighty. The
early Christiane had but little occaslon
for speculation on a question of thls
kind, but when in the the mjiddle ages
the authority of the Roman pontiff be-
came a matter of controversy and the
Blble was appealed to against Rome, the
doctrine of Inspiratiocn had to be de-
fined. Different conclusions were ar-
rived at. Some contended that Goa
dictated the Bible word for wbrd, while
others held that only the fundamental
truths were given by inspira-
tion. Bome maintained that there
are different kinds of inseplra-
tion—one providing for the
revelgtion of things not previously
knowh, ané one guarding the wrlters
agalnat errors in atating things already
known.

Rev. Wallar belleves that all the
various theoried are Inadequate, He
looks forward fo an amendment whioh
will reconelle the dfverse opinions and
cover the conflicting views. He thinkns
the eventual new theory will allow the
broadest eritlelsm and allow the read-
ers of the Bible to judge for them-
gelves whether the wrltlngs are to be
accepted as historical or not; it will be
a theory whleh satisfactorily reconciles
the supposition that the sacred writings
are Imperfect human ecompositions with
the faet that they are the word of
God. How this I8 to be done I8 not
even hinted at, but the author seems to
be confident that it Is within the range
of possibilities.

Of more Importance is the reverent
gentleman’s objections to the current
theory of Inspiration. They are elasale
fled as follows:

“It faills to satisfy many unquestion-
ably devout scholars within the pale of
the evangelical chureh.

‘It practically limits God's com-
munlon with the race to the one chan-
nel of Bible Interpretation, thus forc-
lng us into the {mpossible task of ar-
riving at revealed truth by way of the
labyrinth of criticlsm and history, re-
ducing theologleal Inquiry to the low-
est type of clerical drudgery, that of
the scribe, the lawyer, and the text-
monger.

“Tt requires Infalllble acecurpey In
every statement made in original auto-
graph  manuacripts now lost [orever,
an so needlessly wagers the success of
Christianity on extremely remote
picket llnes whieh we are destitute of
forces to defend,



