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who were with him through it all re-
celve their share of the mentlon and
more. He is entirely deserving of the
additional honors proposed and In order
that they may be extended without
wearisome delay let us, as they say In
the conventions, make It unanimous.

WHO I8 REBFONSIDLEY

In a country like this, where the gov-
ernment is—or should be at least—by
the people as weli as for the people,

it 1s but natural that greater interest
fs taken in polittes. But 1t may be
guestioned whether it is as great as it
ghould be except among the com-
paratively few that are personally con-
cerned in the emoluments to be gained,
and thelr immediate friends. The
privilege of universal suffrage, however,
imposes universal dutles, and one of
these i3 to take part in the primarles
and make them a true expression of
the popular will. Every citizen should
devote some time, some energy, sSome
intelligence to the affairs of the State,
and to the best of his abijlity aid in
obtalning the Lest resuits possible, no
matter what his party affiliations may
be.

A great majority of cltizens look to
somebody for advice, and [t Is but
natural that they should do so. It Is
to be feared, however, that if they de-
pend only on the mediums that com-
monly are supposed to be the framers
of public opinlon, they will be disap-
pointed instead of enlightened. There
|s altogether too much vituperation:
top much of the kind of logic that
changes black into white and white
into black; two muech oOne-sidedneas.
It 1s almost imposslble to the ordinary
reader to separate the true from the
false, and thus be in a posftion to act
intelligentiy. All he can do is to ex-
«reise his own judgment, as he musat do
when the management of his own busi-
ness affairs are involved, with such aid
as tried friends may be willlng to glve.
But If he wifl do this with an honest
degire to do right, it is not likely that
he will be very much mistaken In. the
men or women he will select to repre-
sent his interests in public affairs. Our
governnent machinery is a wonderful
one, and {f perchance at sume times it
does not work to perfection, the fault
is ultimately wlth the people them-
selves.

POLITICB, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

A couple of gentiemen yesterday,
doubtless anent the political campaign
with Its profuse oratory and sllver lin-
ing, were speaking of the capabllitles
of Col. Robert &. Ingersell as a “‘spell-
binder." One of them thought the only
great rhetorical blunder the colonel
ever made was when, during ¢he flerce
contest of 1896, he espoused the gold
side of the case and made the remark-
able statement that money was the
product of nature, not of law. “Why,”
pajd the speaker, ‘‘if a man had a bag-
ful of Kilondike nuggeis and were to
offer a creditor the full amount of hla
clalm with heavy Iinterest In virgin
goid, It would not be a lega) tender be-
caupse £9ld {8 mot money until the forms
of the law which provides for Iis con-
version into money are complied with.
The credtor could refuse the gold and
thereupon obtain judgment agalnst the
debtor, obtaining which he could levy
upon the gold and sell it as 30 much
merchandise to obtain the amount due
kim in lawful money. That sebtles In-
gersoll's case conctusively.” Aas the
colonel was not present to look after
his side of the matter. he Jost by de-
faulé: whether properly or lmproperly

the reader can decide for himself.
1f Cnl. Ingersoll, as alieged, made the
mistake claimed, 1t is not the first one’

by any means.
garding the taking of
he gave some cogent reasons for thel

In & recent letter re-|arralgning Colonel
the Phllippines, | pecullar expressions—they ocannot all
r be bellefs, because he iz an intelligent

Ingersoll for his

retention by the United States. Among man—on the financial or the ecclesias-

we should send teachers, mot preachers, | st desire to give offense to any of his

these was not the statement made that'tioaal question. Nor 1s there the slight-

over there; that we must not ¢hrow 't
Spanlsh superstition and substitute our
own superstition. 'Those who are baat
acquainted with his pecullar views and
methods of expression understand that
by superstition he means without dis-
dnction all rellglons and all things
that are raligicus. Were it otherwise,
many of us that do not now ggree with
him would be compelled to concede his
clainmes in that respect. Superstitition
anyd religion may and ought ¢o be vast-
ly different thinga; one is the offspring
of ignorance, the other the very crys-
tallization of the highest thoughts amd
most soulful *impulses of humanmity
guided by reason, shielded by Intelli-
gence and upheld by faith, hope nnd
charity. Col. Ingersoll, as & polemlcal
entity, has nelther falth, hope nor
charity, as has been abundantly shown,
He is simply an {conoclast, an Impotent
reproduction of the powerful man who
pulied out the plllars which supported
the temple. He pronounces religlon
“the upas trez Im whose shadow the
human heart haa wlithered and turned
to ashes’'—the falsity of which 13 be-
fore our eyes every day—and adduces
nothing else to substantiiate his frothy
metaphor than the widespread state-
ment that all things in conflict with
sclence are wrong. This is true, bart
the application is as fals: as the other
statemenit.

Sclence and {ruth are synomymous
terms. Religlon |8 the sclence of meta-
physical and splritual man and Is as
true as any other department of cosmiec
philosophy, otherwlse it 13 not religlon

but pretension, hypocrisy, or, (0 use
the colonhel's fiavorite designation,
superstitlon. But the acoffer against

sacred things 18 not true to himself
even there. Like the one who resorts
to deceit and must practice more de-
celt i order that the first may be con-
cealed, he occasionally tfalls to make
his polnts cohere. Then, if closely
watched, he Is found out, as Col. In-
gersoll has been many tlmes, notably
in ‘his memorable controversy with
Father Lambert, a Cathglic priest of
New York. One instance not presented
in tha't debate or elsewhere thvat we
have seen will sufflce for present pur-
poses. g

The colonel once (at a funeral, If
memory serves aright) used a fligure
of speech which h perhaps been
quoted more than ahy other he ever
Fave expression to. It was—"Life iz a
narrow vale between the cold and
barren peaks of two etermities.”” It will
be kept In mind that sclence is his
religion; that all that has scientific
doamonatration or ls susceptible of 1t im
right and all that posseaxes neither ls
perforce wrong. Very wall. It i® dem-
onstrated and demonstrable that all
things in existence always existed and
always will exist In one form or an-
other, 'the corollary of which iz that
pomething cannot be created out of
nothing nor reduced to nothing. How,
then, would it be possibie to create life
—human life at that—out of'‘a “barren
peak,” armd after possessing it with
progressive existence, intelligence,
capacity and power—all something
tanglble, smurely—pasa it along over the
other peak into nothingness again? Ia
there any sclence in that? Is it remote-
ly to be eompared to even the sghad-
owy vislons of the North American
Indlan before being contaminated with
Canrcasian “superstition,” In which he
saw the Great 8Spirlt In clouds and
heard his volce in the changing winds?
The answer to both guestions mugt
occur intultively to the reader—Not at

all.
In all this there is nothing designedly

admirers, who ssem to be so

numerous throughout the land. “ﬁiw;_l:;
they have as much right to their up-
bellef, real or assumed, as others hgve
to their bellef. But when he goes out of
his way to assail the whole plan of
Christtanity and make light of the
magnificent work accomplshed Aamong
the wilds where such as he could newyer
have been induced to set a foot until
the Pilgrims had made It safe and
pleasant for him to domo (and rail at
them while doing It), he goes altogether
too far and provokes a Tejoinder. This
whenever he permits himself to enga,ge'
in specific terms, I8 usually very bad
for him, as he is really a vylner-
able sort of antagonist in that tipe. So
long as he conflnes himaself to éen-
eralties, to ordlnary blasphemy and tr-
reverence, he ig likely t0 escape: but
he should beware of rushing in where
angels fear bo tread—only a certain
class of people who shall for the pres-
ent he nameless are supposed to do
that.

MABRBONRY AND THE WAR.

As a curiosity it may be int
erestin
to note that Catholic paperg charge Lhi
Masons of the United Stateg apg Spaln
with the calamities that have befallen

the latter country. One urna
one object of Masonry ;j: to ciestro
eminently Catholic nations 7
Spain, and another asserts that
tire political world 1s under itg
nation. It says:

“In France, in Italy, a ! -
Spaln, all politleal measr:ﬂe:at:.rl% }g
the hands of Freemasons ang subject to
their exclusive control. Germany d
the Scandlnavian states ara medaﬁy
lt; Asla, Africa, and China are in its
meshea, and ‘free’ Englang, ‘enlight-
ened’ Emgland with her equally enlight-
ened and progressive past apg present
colonies, is the grand mistres of wMa-
sonry throughout the world, for it has
made her the mistress of the seas apd
the possessor of a large shape of the
wealth of the world. Qur American
neighbors, Mexico, Brazli, Argentina
Chile, Fcuador, and Venezuala are ib
the control of the lodges and Eoverned
by the enemies of rellgion and sacial
order."”

Another, a Mexican jourpal, has thid
to say:

*'One explanation, and only one, is ad-
missible, and that is that the surprenge’
was the result of a Masonic agreement-
The Sagnasta cabinet, from the premier
to the lowest officials, are all Masons-
They are all, all Masons, and the gov*
ernment is completely undermined bY
this accursed soclety, and the Interests
of the country, as Is universally the
cage where Freemasonry predominate
are secondary to thome of this satanl®
organization.”

It would be a good deal more profit-
able If the patriotlc Spaniards wh?
are endeavoring to find a cause for th®
national disaster would look for
m the shortcomings of the domipant
party that has neglected in the time?
of peace to provide for the educatio?
of the people and for the means of 1ift-
ing it up to a moral level above that
on which it finds enjoyment in brutd!
bull fizhts and similar entertalnments
It would be more profitable, becausé
when the real source of the misfortun®
of Spain is found, her redemption I
made possible. The Cathoiic chure!
is a power in the country and sho

the an-
doml-



