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who were with him through ttft all re-
ceive their share of the mention and
more he isin entirely deserving of the
additional honors proposed and in order
that they may be extended without
wearisome delay let us as they say in
the conventions make it unanimous

WHO IS18 responsibleBE

in a country like this where the gov-
ernment isorIs or should be at least by
the people as well as for the people
it is but natural that greater interest
is taken in politicscs but it may be
questioned whether it is as great as it
should be except among the com-
parativelyively few that are personally con-
cerned in the emoluments to be gained
and theirbelr immediate friends the
privilege of universal suffrage however
imposes universal duties and one of
these is to take part in the primaries
and make them a true expression of
the popular will every citizen should
devote some time some energy some
intelligence to the affairs of the state
andama to the beat of his ability aid in
wtobtainingoitaining the best results possible no
matter what his party affiliations may
be

A great majority of citizens look to
somebody for advice and it is but
natural that they should do so it is
to be feared however that if they de-
pend only on the mediums that com-
monly are supposed to be the framers
of public opinion they will be disap-
pointed instead of enlightened there
is altogether too much vituperation
too much of the kind of logic that
changedcha ngiem black into white and white
into black two much one sidedness
it tois almost impossible to the ordinary
reader to separate the true from the
false and thus be in a position to act
intelligently all he can do is to ex-
ercise his own judgment as he must do
when the management of his own busi-
ness affairs are involved with such aid
as tried friends may be willing to give
but itif he will do this with an honest
desire to do right it is not likely that
hebe will be very much mistaken in the
men or women he will select to repre-
sent hishl interests in public affairs our
government machimachinerygery is aa wonderful
one and if perchance eltat some times it
does not work to the fault
is ultimately with the people them-
selves

POLITICS 9 SCIENCE AND RELIGION

A couple of gentlemen yesterday
doubtless anent the0 he polpoliticaltUcal campaign
with its profuse oratoryorator and silver lin-
ing were speaking of the capabilities
of col robert G ingersoll as a spell-
binder oneffone of them thought the only
great rhetorical blunder the colonel
ever made was when during the fierce
contest of 18961996 he espousedepolis d the gold
tildeside of the case and made the remark-
able statement that money was the
product of nature not of law why

i said the speaker if a man hadbad a bag-
ful of klondike nuggets and were to
offer a creditor the full amount of his
claim with heavy interest in virgin
goldcold it would not be a legal tender be-
cause gold Is not money until the forms
of the law which provides for itsita con-
version into moneymaney are complied with
the creditor couldbould refuse the gold and
theoethereuponupon obtain judgment against the
debtor obtaining which he could levy
upon the gold and sellsed it as so90 much
marchamerchandiseadise to obtain the amount due
him in lawful money that settles in
gerwollsger solle case conclusively As the
colonel was not present to look after
hisafe aide of the matter he lost bybr de-
fault whether properly or improperly
the reader can decide for himself

if col ingersoll as alleged made the
mimistake claimed I1it is not the first one

by any in fta recent letter re-
garding the taking of the
he gave some bogencogentt forfar their
retention by the united states among
these was not the statement made that
we should send teachersteachera not
over there that we must not throw oot
spanish superstition and substitute our
own superstition those who aream beat
acquainted with his peculiar viewsview and
methods of expression understand that
by superstition he meansmeana without dis-
tinction all religiousreligions and all things
that are religious were it otherwise
many of us that do not now agree with
him would be compelled to bonc ede his
claims in that respect
and religion may and ought to be vast-
ly different things one is the offspring
of I1ignorancegnoTance the other the very crysacrya

balli of the lilghighesthest thoughts and
most soulful impulses of humanityty
guided by reason shielded by intelli-
gence and upheld by foth hopehope and
charity oolcol ingersoll as a polemical
entity has neither faith hope nor
charitydh arity as has been abundantly shown
he is simply an iconoclast an impotent
reproduction of the powerful man who
pulled out theithe pillars which supported
the temple he pronouncespronounem religion
the tree in whose shadow the

human heart has withered and turned
to ashes the falsity of which is be-
fore our eyes every day and adduces
nothing else to substantiate his frothy
metaphor than the widespread state-
ment that all things in conflict with
science are wrong this is true but
the application is as false as the other
statement

science and truth are synonymous
terms religion is the science of meta-
physical and spiritual man endand is as
true as any other department of cosmic
philosophy otherwise it is not religion
but pretension hypocrisy or to use
the colonels favorite designation
superstition but tinethe scoffer against
sacred things is not true to hImshimselfelif
even there like the one who resorts
to deceit and must practice more de-
ceit in order that the first may be con-
cealed he occasionally fails to make
his points cohere then if closely
watched he 1te found out as col in-
gersoll hasbaa been many times notably
in his memorable controversy with
father IjIja imbertambert a catholic priest of
new york one instance not presented
in that debate or elbeelsewherewhere that we
have seen will suffice for present pur-
poses

the colonel once at a funeral if1
memory serves aright used a figure
of speech which hhas perhapstaps been
quoted more than anyry other he ever
gave expressionexpress lon to it was life is a
narrow vale between the cold and
barren peaks of two eternities 1 it will
be kept in mind that science lais his
religion that aji cihat has scientific
demonstration or is susceptible of it lain
right and adl that possesses neither tois
perforce wrong very well it it demdean

and demonstrable that all
things in existence always existed and
always will exist in one form or an-
other the corollary of which is that
gometha ng cannot be created out otof
nothing nor reduced to nanothingthing how
then would it be to create life

chuman life at that out ota barren
peak and after possessing it with
progressive existence intelligence
capacity and power all sosomething
tangible surely pass it over the
boother peak into nothingness again Is
there any science in that Is it remote-
ly to be compared to even the shad-
owy visionsoine of the north american
indian before being with
caucasian superstition in which he
saw the great spirit tnin clouds and
heard his voice in the changing winds
the answer to both questions must
occur intuitively to the reader Not att
all

in all this thorethere is nolnothingthing designedly

arraigning colonel ingersoll ffor my
peculiar expressions they ciakcannot albbe beliefs be he tois an T

man onn the finanfinancialclea or the f
question nor Is there theetest desire to give offense to anyamy ofr Vshuiraadmirers who seem to be somewhat4numerous throughout the land he a

they have as much right to their unTODbelief real or assumed asals others haveto their belief but when hebe goes outoutry09
1

hishi way to assailammil the whole plan ic Achrls and make light otbe S
magnificent work accomplished 2
the wilds where such as he could mewhave been induced to set tla foot untilthe pilgrims had made it safe na i

pleasantpleaBant for him to dod asoso and rail atthem while doldoingmg it he goes altogaSt
too far and provokes a rejoinder teafil
whenever he permits himself to
in specific terms laIs usually very sil 3

for him as he is really aa veilnerable sort of antantigoniagonist in that ll11aliteitelong as he confinesconfines himselfseir to
eralties to ordinordinaryaxy blasphemyblaaphemy and treverence he is likely to eseescapeMD e butbit S
he should beware of rushing in whereangels fear to tread only a certainclasscl ass of people who shall for the ars
ent be namelessnai axeare supposed to iathat s

MASONRY AND THE WAB 3

As a curiosity it may be
to note that catholic papers charge staI1
masons of the united states and im

wwithith the calamities that have be
the latter country one journal alfsone object of masonry is toeminently catholic nationsspain and anetheran olther asserts that thetire political world is under itsnation it says

n

in prancefrance in italy and latelately tfspain all political measures SMare fitfathe hands of Freefreemasonsmasons andaad subiettheir exclusive control germany
the scandinavian states are roiededSit asia africa and china aw in etc
meshes and free england colteened england with her equally eenlaened and progressive past and wetcoroniescoacoil oniesonles is the grand mastres of aconry throughout the worworldad torfor itmade her the mistress of the aweseasthe possessor of a large share otofwealth of the world our aejneighbors mexico brazil argean
chile ecuador and venezuela ithe control of the lodges and gw
by the enemies of religion and
arder 11

another a mexican journal haalto sayaay hot
one explanation and only one
aible and that is that the sun

was the result of a masonic agree
thiethe sagasta cabinet from tthe ak
to the lowelowestat officialsbals are allgaall Mthey are all all masons and the
eramemmentnt is completely undundermined
this accursed society and the antof
of the country as is unive
case where freemafreemasonrySOnry ti
aweare secondary to those of this aa
organization

it would be a good deal more a
able itif the patriotic spaniard
are endeavoring to find a cauff fa
national disaster would lookcolork ft
in thiethe shortcomings of the
party that has neglected in the
of peace to provide torfor the
of the people and for the radam of
ing it up to a moral level above
on which it finds enjoyenjoyment toin
bull fights and simisimilarlaar
it would be more profitable
when the real rouvoe of the
of spain is found her red
made possible the caum
is a power iuin the cocountry i


