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ATALES OF 'GOVERNMENT CRIME.
{Copyrighted by Frank G. Oarpenter, 1895.)
HE ENORM -

* pus amounts of
which Uncle Sam
is robbed through
custom house
frauds wiil never
be known. The
government 'h as
{ 4,800 employes
.devoted to their detection, and its spies
are scattered all over the world. Iis
_collections in the way of duties amount
ed last year o more than 132 000 00O,
and the expense of making these col-
lections was almost six per cent of this
wast sum. The amount uncollecied will
never be known. Our cusiom house
records are peppered with perjury and
fraud o )

. Mamy of the big importers are in col-
lusion with the European manulactur-
.ers to evade the payment ot duiles,
“They enter their goods at much lower
prices than they actually pay for them.

.notwithstanding the fact that if
discovered they are subject to
heavy fines and increased duties.

I saw a sumniaty ot the collec-
tions made by the Treasury department
during the past few years of this sort ot
fines and anlounts arising from under-
valuation. During the past five years
the Treasury department has collected
more than £5.000 000 in penaities and in
the increase of duties, This is a million
.dollars a year, and it probably does not
represent one-tenth of the actual amount
that Uncle Sam is annually robbed of
\in this way. The law as to the impor-
tation of goods is very strict. A for-
.eign merchant who ships goods her
must first go beiore the American con-
sul at the ports Irom which he intends
to ship the merchandise and swear as to
the kinds, quaiity and quanlity of the
articles he proposes to ship to the
United States. He has to have three
invoices, describing the goods and giv-
ing their cost in Europe. The law
provides that the goods must be entered
for duty at the market price paid for
them in Europe, and at the prices at
which they are sold to other countries.
In many cases the goods are entered at
a much lower valuation than this. The
European merchant charges the im

yorter a fair price, but he makes out the
gﬁl for a lower price, and the two try to
cheat the government out of its duties.
.At the present tinie the customs burgau
has its special examiners or detectives
traveiing about through’ Europe and
trying to prevent this. They are visit-
ing big factories. They are inquiring
into the prices. They are making their
reports to the consuls, and it s their
business to find out how Uicle Sam s
‘being chieated and prevent it They are
not doing this, but they are doing some-
thing. But notwithstanding their effurts
millions o1 dollars’ worth ot goods are
fraudulently imported every year and
they strive in vain tn mend tlus hole in
‘Uncle Sam's pocket. .

- Enormous amounis of goods are smug-»
gled into the United States by travelers

every year., Itis estimated that ihere
are now in Europe more than roo,000
American who are taking their sunimer
vacatigns on tne other side, abd who
will returp in the lall. At a low esti

mate ninety out of every hundred of|
at least $iroo|

these will bring  back
worth of European goods. 1 talked
with a Treasury department officiai
about 1his niatier yesterday, and he said
that $2o0 would be a low estinate.
You can easily see how these purchases
will run into the tens ol thousands and
mto the mnllions. The most ot the
goods will be dutiable, and it is safe to
say that the above aniount will evade
tne custou 5. At $100 per traveler tius
means Lhe introduction of $g 000,000
worth ¢f dutiable goods, and at $200 per
persol it would amount to $18,000,000
worth, These travelers wiill be met
upon their arrival in New York; and the
ruous wil be passed as personal eflects.
A woman hus the right accurding to the
jaw, to a wardrube corresponding with
her station 1n life, and if she 15 well-1o-
do she can load herself with diamonds.
Many a New York swell brings in eignt
or ten suits of clotties, and Fam told
that these are nien wtio make vacation
trips to Europe on the basis that the ex-
penses ot their tnip will be targely made
up by the profits which wnl come to
them through buying their winter cloth-
ing In Eurvpe.

Thnis 15 especially so when women are
to be considered, Dresses cost just
about half abroad what they do at home,
and they are smuggled iu by the tens of
thousands. I was told the other day
by a man connected with the customs
that New Yourk dressmakers oiten send
the gins in their employment to Europe
with tne proper measurements tor
dresses  for their customers, Tne
dresses are made in tne latest Paris
styles and are furnished to the Amer-
cans at exorbitant prices. ‘The dress-
making girls pass them Lhrough as their
own personal property, and some of
the maidens who, on the big ocean
liners, are looked upom as American
heiresses are smugghng milliners. The
guvernment does all it can to prevent
such importaiions. It has its detectives
on both sides of the big pond, and the
stewardesses ot the sieamships often
gwe tips to the inspectors There are
temale inspectors at New York who
sometimes nieet bhese smuggling
matdens upon their landing. They may
have gotten a pointer from the other side,
orthe girls may have been to confiding in
their 1alks with other people on the
vessel. If they are suspected they are
taken with their baggage int: a private
room at the custom nouse. If tne gir
cannot show that she is all right her
wardrobe is sometimes taken Irem her.
If the inspeciresses are pretly sure
she is a smuggler they n:ay make her
try on some of the cloihes. A girl
with a thirty-four inch -bust finds much
trouble in exp aining the possession ol
a forty-two inch Pans corset, and a tall,
gauut maiden of five leet ten looks very
junny when ber form is cladin a Parns
dress niade 10r one of the young ladies
o the four hundred who measures five
feet two The inspectors hiave to be
very careful, however, in making suca
arrests. They must have something
more than -pure suspicion to depend

Iupon, a5 the examination of innocent.

persons is liable to involve them in great
trouble. The dressmakers ;of . Paris,
however, seem 10 have no compuuctlons
or doubts about itheir being able to
del ver goods in America; and I
have heard English tailors say.again
and again that they could fill any orders
that I would send them at London

prices.

I am told that there are English
' tailors who send their representatives
to America every vear to carry clothes
over .and bring new measuréements
back. Among ine customers ol these
men are some.of our most noted pubiic
characters,and a list of.the names of .
names of American swells who get their
clothes in this way would make inter-
esting reading.

It is lhard 10 get the real facts about
smuggling irom the officers of the United
States wreausury. Qur custum officials
are, tu a large extent, deteclives, and
they will not permit their names to be
used in conneciion with any inlormation
which they give to 1he press. [Fhey
tnink that the exposition of the methods
ot smugghng would incite others to go
and do likewise, and the inlormaiion
which | give in this articie is based upon.
talks witn a number of prominent offi-
cials whose names | cannot give. Tne
expectation s that a great amount of
jeweiry wili be brought 1oto the United
States by the travelers this fall. The
good times ure fast throwing down the -
1¢uces ol economy, and the savings of
the past few years will cause a heavy
European expenditure, Tnere wili be
a good demand tor diamonds with our
approachiug posperity, and they wiil be
breught in In all sorts of ways. Not
long ago a young American swell at-
tempted 1o evade the customs on a dia-
mond present, He was in Europe and
ne wanted to send these diamonds to
Miss l'ay Templeton, the actress. He
ald not care to leave Europe himself,
and he perhaps thought it saler to send
the diamonds by his valet. The young
man arrived in New York all right. He
was ah ordinary-looking tellow, and he
passed the spectors withouut trouble.
As he hurried up the whart, however,
nis haste was noted by one of the
ufticers, whose sharp eyes also discovered
thal the young man’s coat tails wobbled

in a very curivus way. It looked
as though there was sometng
heavy in Ins rear pocket. They calied

to him. He stopped; and they asked
nim what made his coat bulge out in
that strange Inanner. He turned white
at the question apnd started to run.
They seized bim and found the dia-
monds in his pucket. They were con-
fiscated, ol course, and the actress lost
her jewels.

Angther pronlinent American who for
some time was the head of an Ameri-
can exchange in Londoa, did .quite a
smuggling business in the way ot dia-
monds. He passed the customs several
umes and be finally became so boid that
be boasted to his fellows that he could
bring through any amount ol jewels
witnout trouole. One day while taking
a drink in the Hoffman House bar room
the subject of passing the customs
officers came up, and this man said:

“Why, genuemen, it is the easiest
thing imaginable 1o skin those custom
house officers. They think they are
very smart, but they are as blind as

bats. | could give you a doaen ways to
get past them. L. have brougut n



