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feel disgusted so to speak with
that are set forth in behalf

claimsthe heredenominationsof these various
city of ours we have already

toin this of thisof organizationsnumbernumboraquite
character each one claiming to be thehe

church of christ suppose

men and YOyoungung women were to go
thehraroundaund if they had not accepted

church otthegospel as taught by
christ of latter day saints andadjesus

ask which one of these is correct

what confusion would necessarily fol-

low the inquiry here is a church
organized that denies the divinity of

the savior andud the Piatoningtoning power of

his blood authereothers believe that his
blood tois all tthathat is necessary to salva-

tion otisone bebelievesalieves that one termform of

organization Is correct another says

that a differsdifferentdt form is the correct one
they are known as churches not by the
name of jesus christ but by the nameshames

these zealous menof the founders
believing that reforms were necessary

left the bodies with which they were
connected and formed nownew organiza-

tions and they were callscalledd after their
names and thesethaw have multiplied in
the earth until there Is no end of con-
fusion strife and contention concern-
ing the plan of salvation and the true
path for men and women to walk in to
obtain eternal life

in the words that I1 have read in
your hearingbearing the apostle hadbad this
condition of things in mind he
advised the people to whom heaft wrote
to try the spiritsspiritA whether they were of

god or not and oneOD of the signs a
most important one in that ddayay wwas
whether the spirit would confesscinfel tthathat
jesus was the christ that was the
ccrucialr test in those days because
Jjesusbaus had been born a little while
before and had benbeen cruccrucifiedidled and he
was denounced as an impostor and a

man worthy of death therefore ttheh
apostle could well sayssay every spirit
that confesseth that jesus christ is
come in the flesh is of god but that
rulerole would not apply today with the
sameaine force that it did then because

the belief in jesus Isig almost universal
times have changed jesus isie now
accepted and there are comparatively
few mobmen who wiltwill openly avow their
unbelief in jesus but the same rea-
sons exist now for trying the spirits
that did then to see whether they
are of god or not I1 hope no
one will think I1 am
or that I1 am lowering mv savior
when I1 saymay that when I1 hear a man
confess that joseph smith iris a prophet
I1 think he hasban some of the spirit of
god within him because it tois a good
deal of a test nowadays A manmaa who
will admit that a man who lived such
a life as joseph smith isin reported to
have lived and died such a death as
he did tola a prophet of god satisfies
me as to whether he is speaking by the
spirit of god or not tests vary accord-
ing to times and circumstances that
which might have been a very excel-
lent test floo1900 years ago might not be
so much of a test now yet when a
man today confesses jesus he dosdoos
speak by the spirit of god there is no
doubt about that that has not
changed it is the spirit of god that
prompts men to acknowledge jesus
just as much now as it ever did but
it isin not such a test now as it was in
ancient days there were very few
then that dare do it and whenever
they did it they did it it may be said
almost with the fearfar of their lives bobe-
fore them bemusebecause the whole world
was arrayed against the savior and
ready to pounce upon any man who
acknowledged him to be the son of
god

but we can test the spirits now
everything that is good cometh from
god I1 care not where it may be do
other churches have good in them as
well as the church of christ cer-
tainly the greeks had good among
them they had truths among them
when paul and the other servants of
god proclaimed the gospelgoepel at athens
when they preached in romeborne there
was good aang the romans it would
be folly to say that the servants of
jesus were the sole pospossessorssemore of allali
the truth there was in the world as it
would be for us claiming to be the
church of christ to say all the truth
of the worn is in our possession alone
this would be a preposterous and ab-
surd claim that could not be sustained
by facts there is truth throughout
the earth men are possessed of it
everywhere even the pagans possess
it and according to the light which
they have and their lives being in ac-
cordancecordance with that light they are ac-
cepted of god every sincere man
who lives up to the light that he has toIs
accepted otof god to that extent before
god in his infinite wisdom and mercy
revealed the everlasting gospel iuin
this dispensation there were great
numbers of faithful men and
women living on the earth
ing to tthehe light they had lived
acceptably to god you have known
them doubtdoubtlesslem I1 have heard of them
among my own ancestor samong your
ancestors among the ancestors of all
the members of this church there were
people of this description living up to
the light that they hadbad worshiping
god to the best of their knowledge
receiving from god a portion of his
holy spirit filled with good thoughts
and holy aspirations leading moral
lives and doing unto their neighbors

what they would have their neighbors
do unto them the earth hadbad memymany
many sucheuch people in it and the vari-
ous sects hadbad these people in them
and atBO it is todatodayY our elders are
commanded to go out and find these
people to find the honest the meek
the humble and the people who want
to know about god we are seat out
with this message Vto the inhabitants of
the earth to proclaim the glad tidings
that the silence which has been un-
broken for so many centuries has at
last been broken and that god has re-
vealed himself that he has restored
the everlasting gospel in its perfection
with the holy priesthood that he
has organized his church according
to the ancient pattern our elders
constantly bear this message and this
testimony to the inhabitants of the
earth

john in this chapter that I1 have
read makes a remarkable statement
I1 was reminded while reading it of a
similar statement that is made in one
of the revelations that thithe prophet
joseph received john says we are
of god no question about that in bin
mind hebe says this in no doubtful tone
but in the most positive terms be
that god heareth us hebe that
is not of god heareth not usiui hereby
know we the spirit of truth and the
spirit of error ly in section 84 of the
book of doctrine and covenants the
lord in speaking through the prophet
joseph says

for the word of the lord isia truth and
whatsoever is truth is light and whatso-
ever isia light isin spirit even the spirit ofjesus christ and the spirit
light to every man that comell into the
woworldald and the spirit eneth every
man through the world that hear keneth
to the voice otof the spirit and every one
that hearkeneth tolo the voice of the spirit
cometh unto god even the father

and the father teacheth him of the
covenant which he has renewed and con-
firmed upon you which isin confirmed
upon you for your sakeseakes and not for

I1 your rakesbakes only but torfor the sake of the
whole world

and theabe whole world lieth in sin and
groaneth under darkness and under the
bondage otof sin

and by this you may know they are
under the bondage of sin because they
come not unto me

for chosowhoso comethconleth not unto me is under
the bondage of sinand whosochoso receiveth not my voice is
not acaacqacquaintedu aisted wwithith my vvoiceoice aridadd is not
of me

now here Isia the expression
and by thisthia youyon may know the righ-

teous from the dand that the whole
world groaneth under sin and darkness
even now

this corresponds exactly with aliatjohnjobu said the two apostles received
the sime ideas through inspiration
from gudgod and both have recorded those
ideas one upwards of 1800 years ago
the other within sixty years thisthin is
the rule by which we may know that
the world groaneth under the bondage
of ginbin

there is this that every human be
ing who has joined church
knows that when he heard the testi-
mony of the servants of god there was
a spirit in hisbis heart that bore testimony
to him that that was of god that that
voice was of the true Shepherd Thou
sands have stifled that feeling within
them I1 believe there have been thou-
sands who have visited this tabernacle


