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pistration of these ordineEnces.
men expect the Holy Ghost
n them when they do not
Jdinances which t:)ring that
n? How c¢an they expect
pmcioo?t?efli'esult than that the Lord
M}fl witbpold the glit of the Holy
Eh at when they refure to obey the
ord?mtllot‘ﬂ necessary to obtain it?
£ have slluded to these ordinances to
how thut there is some ground for the
:unum"ony of the Liatter-day Saints that
the everinsting Gospel needed to be
restored to the earth; that unless some-
were Jdopne to Testore it there
mhllg be noenjoyment of tbe glfts that
c'gu racterized the ancient Cburcb.
(ﬁ:nce if  man were to ask me,‘How
shall ]’know which of these various
ts e true??” 1 should te)l him that
:leacmugt look around for a cburch cor-
responding 10 jts organization, in its
teachings, in it& claime, in its giits and
blepsingo with tbe ancient Churchb
which Jesus founded.

There is a grea! diversity of sects at
the present time, each onw claiming to
be tbe Church of Cbrist. There is con-
fusion in the world, and men &re
dJistracted almost by tbe cisima that sre
set up by varlous organizations. Itis
oo wonder that men throw sside re-
ligion entirely and say _lhey want
pone of iL, and that thinking men
should fesl disgusted, so to spoak, with
the claims thut are get forth in behalf
of these various denominations. Here
io this city of ours we have already
quite » number of organ_izntiona of this
charapter, ench one clsiming to be the
{hurch of Chrlst. Supposeour youny
men and young women were lo gO
auround, if they had not acoepted the
Gospel as taught by the Church- ot
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baiots, and
ask which one of these ia correct,
what confusion would necessarily fol-
low the ingwiry! Here 18 a church
orgsnized that deuies the divinity of
tbe Bavior and the ntoning power of
His blood. Others believe that His
blood is ull that Is necessary tosalva-
tion. One believes that one form of
organizstion Ia correct; another says
that a diferent form is the gorrect one.
They arsknown ae churches not by the
osme of Jesus Christ, hut by the names
of the founders. These zealous men,
believing thut reforms were necessary,
loft the bodies with which they were
gonnected und formed new oOrganiza-
tions and they were called al'ter_thmr
names. Andthese have multiplied.in
tbe earth until tbere i no end of ccn-
fusion, strife and guntention concern-
ing the plan of salvation and the true
path for men and women to walk in to
obtain eternal life.

In the words that L bave read in
your hearing the Apostle had thie
condition of thinga luo mind. He
advised the people to whom he wrote
to try the spirlte, whether they were of
God or pot; and one of the signe—a
most important one in that day——was
whether the wpirit would confess that
Jesus wae the Christ. That was the
cruglal test in thome days, bhecause
Jesns had been born a littie while
before and had been crucifled, and He
wus denounced ap an impostor and s
roan worthy of deatb, Therefore, the
Apostie could well sy, "Every spirit
that econfesseth that Jesus Christ 18
come in theflesh is of God.” But that
rule would not apply today with the
wame force that }t did then, Leouuse
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the belief in Jesus is almost universal-
Tioes have changed. Jesus is now
accepted, and there are comparatively
few men who wili openly avow their
unbelief tn Jesus. But the same rea-
sons exigt now for trying. the spirits
that did then, to see whether they
ure of God or pot. I hope Do
one will think 1 am sacreligious,
or that 1 rm lowering myv Bavior,
when 1 eay that whenl hear a man
confers that Josepb Bmith ir a Prophet
I think he has some of the Bpirit of
God within him, becavse it is 8 good
Jdeal of mtest nowadaye. A mean who
will admit that n man who llved such
& life as Joseph Bmith is reported to
have lived, and died such a deatb us
bhe did, 1s a Prophet of God satisfies
me 88 Lo whether he in speaking by the
Bpirit of God or not. Tests vary accord-
ing to times and circumstances. That
which might have been a very wxcel-
lent test 1900 years ago might not be
80 mugh of a test now. Yet when »
man today confesses Jesus he -does
apeak by the Bpirit of God. There is Do
doubt about that. That has pot
changed. It is the Spirit of God that
prompts men to ucknowledge Jesus,
just as much now as it ever did. But
it is not such a test now an It was in
ancient days. There were very few
then thst dare do it; and whenever
they did I, they did #t, it may be auid,
almost with the fear of their lives be-
fore them, because the whbole worid
war arrayed aguinst tbe Bavier, and
ready Lo pounce upon any man who
acknowiedged Him to be the Bon of
God.

But we can teat the spirits now.
BEverything that is good cometh from
Glod, I care not where it may be. Do
other churcbhes have good in them as
well ag the Church of Chriet? Cer-
tatnly, The Greeks had good among
them. They had truths amony them
when Paul and the otber servanie of
God proelaimed the Gospel at Athens.
When they preached in Rome there
was good amdng the Komans. It would
be folly to say that the servanis of
Jesus were the sole posrsessors of all
the truth there was in the world, as it
would be for us, clalming to be the
Cburch of Christ, to say all the truth
u! tbe world is 1o our poesession alone.
This wouid be a prepesterous and ab-
surd clajm that could not be pustained
by facts. There s truth throughout
the earth. Men are possessed of it
everywhere, Even the pagans possess
it, and according to the Jight which
they have and thelr lives being in ac-
cordance with that light, they are ac-
cepted of God. Every sincere mun
who lives up to the light that he has s
aocepted of God Lo that extent. Before
(od, in his infinite wisdom and mercy,
revealed the everlasting Gospel Iu
this dispensation, thers were groat
pumbers  of  faithful men and
women living on the earth, and,accord-
Ing to the light they. had. lived
acceptably to God. You bave known
them, doubtless. 1 huve heard of them.
Among my own nncestors, Among your
ancestors, among the ancestors of ail
the members of this Cbhurch there were
people of this deecription, living up to
the light that they had, worshiping
God to the best of their knowledge,
recviving from God a portlon of His
Holy Bpirit. filled with good thoughts
and holy aspiratione, leading moral
Iises, and dolng unto thelr peigbbors
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whut they would huve their ueighbors
do unto them. The earth had many,
many such people in it, and the vari-
ous sects had these people in them.
And solt 18 today, Our Elders are
commrnded to goout and flnd these
people, to find the honest, the meek,
the humble, anid the people who want
to know about God, We are sent out
with this message to the inbabitants of
the enrth—to procisim the glad tidings
that the silence which has been un-
broken for so many centuries has at
last been broken and that Ged haw re-
vealed Himself; that He has restored
tbe everlasting Gospel in its perfection,
with tbe Holy Priesthood; that He
has organized His Cburch aceording
to the nnogient pattern. QOur Elders
oonstantly bear this message and thils
teastimouy to the inhabitanta of the
warth.

Jobn, in this cbapter that I have
reasd, makes a remarkable statemeont.
I was reminded while reading it of a
rimilar statement that in mude in one
of the revelations that the Prophet
Josepb received. John says, “We are
of God:** [no queation about that io his
mind; he says this In no Joubttu} tone,
but ion the most poritive terms] **he
tbat knoweth God bheareth us; he that
is not of God hesreth pot us. Hereby
kpow we the apirlt of truth and the
apirit of error.”” In section 84 of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenanta the
Luord, in speaking through the Prophet
Josepb, says:

For tbe word of the Lord is trutb, nnd
whatsoever is truth is light, and whatac-
ever ia light i Spirit, even the Spirit of
Jesya Chrint, And the 8pirit givath
light to every man that comeih into the
world; and the Spirit eniighteneth every
man ti]rough the world, that bearkeneth
1o the voice ot the S8pirit; and vvery one
that hearkeneth 10 the vulce of the Spirit
cometh unto God, even the Father;

And tho Father teachoth him of the
covenant which he bas renewed aud con-
firmed upon you, wbich is confirmed
upon you for your sakes, and neot for
your rakes only, but for tho sake of the
whole world;

And the whole world lieth in sin, and
groanoth under darkbess and under the
bondage ol sin;

And by this yon may know they mre
under the bondage of sin, because thoy
come not unto me.

For whoeo cometh not unto me ix under
the bondage of rin; :

And whoso receoiveth not my voice is
oot nequainted with my voice, and ts Dot
of me;

Now herc is the ex prersion:

And by this you may know tho righ-
tevns from i1bhe wicked,and thul the whole
world grosneth under sln and darknens
even DOw.

This correaponds exacgtiy with wphat
Johu raid. The two A postles received
tbe sime ideas, through Inspiration
{rom God, and both have recorded those
ideas, one upwarde of I8 years ugo,
the otber within eixty years. .This is
the rule by which we mny know that
the world groaneth uwuder the bondage
of sin. i

There 48 thia that every human be
ing who bhas jained thir Church-
Eoows: that when he heard tho testj-
mony of the servants of (Fod there waa
a spirit $n his heart that bore testimouy
to bim that that was of Guod, that tnat
volice was of the True 8hepherd. Thou-
sands have stifled that fesling within
them. 1 belicve there bave been thou-
sands who huve visited this tabernacia



