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ROYHOI JOHN T CAINES
speech in the house of represen-

tatives on the question of
polygamy

on the of August the house of
representatives hadbad under considera-
tion a resolution introduced by hon
fred TTDaduboisbois viz

I1

resolved that the attorney generalgendral bobe
requested to furnish to the of repre-
sentativessentaseata tives a list of pardons granted by the
president of the united statesstales to persons

of the crime of unlawful chhabibabi
hatioff in utah territory and in idalioidaho terr-
itory since march 6 giving the name
aate otof sentence length of sentence and
date of pardon in eacheacle case

and the substitute reported by the com-
mittee on judiciary as follows

resolved that the attorney general be
requested to furnish to the house of repre-
sentativessentatives the numnumberberofof toifoi
polygamy adultery and uWunlawfullawful cohab-
itation had inanein the territories of utah and
idaho under the provisions of the

law of 1862 and the act of 1882

emendatoramendator thereof and the act of march
3 1887 and the dates thereof as shown by
the records of the department of justice i

together with the amount of fines dorfel
turesfures and costs collected from said prose-
cutionscut ions with the date of judgiejudgmentsuts under
which said several sums were colcollectedlecter a
blistt of pardons granted by the president of
the united states to persons convicted of
such crimes of polygamy adultery and
unlawfulfial cohabitation respectively in the
said territories of utah and idaho giving
the name date of sentence time of im-
prisonment amount of fine date of baidon
indand the reason torfor granting the same in
each case v

hon john T caine delegate from
utah made a speech on the occasion
in support of the substitute reportreportedid
by the judiciary committee and
showed that the purpose of those who
originated the dubois resolution was
plainly political after speaking of
the rigidity with which the laws in
question hadbad been enforced in the
two territories named and the class
of individuals convicted to whom ele
autive clemency had been extended a
few aged and infirm persons indand pay-
ing a high and deserved tribute to the
people represented by him he pro
ceedee to deal with tilethe question of
polygamy the following is the fullful
text of hisbis remarks in that connection

mr speaker there is no longer a
possibility of objecting to mormonscormons on
account of polygamy that is a dead
issuelic it can not be vitalizedvitali zed butisai our opponents will be
most reluctant to abandon the old cry
which has served them so long and so
well they will however have to
abandon the cry against polygamy be-
cause it haszhas ceased to exist it has
been suppressed by act of congress
and the greatreat bulk of the mormon peo-
ple have accepted the situation

what doesdoea the record show it
shows thai recently in regular judicial
proceedings in salt lake city the fact
was proven by a high church official
that the mormonft church no linger
saveave permission for plural marriages
thethe late chief justice zane of the
supreme court of utah in answer to
an inquiry ffromrom general mcclarnandernand
one ot the utah commissioners says
no case of polygamy occurring since
the passage of the edmunds tucker
law has come under notice
moreover the territorial assembly
adopted a resolution in regard to the
laws enacted by congress known as
the edmundsEdmundp and edmunds tucker
acts respectively of march 22 1882
and marciamarch 1887 is as follows

resolved that said assembly arearc in favor
of a just humane and impartial enforce-
ment of said laws of the united states in
the same manner as other criminal laws are
enforced under the constitution and laws
of our country to the end that said offenseseffen ses
may be effectually prohibited

and further the legislative assem-
bly have enacted and the governor has
approved a marriage law tortor the terr-
itory prohibiting and declaring void
a marriage when there is a husband
or wife living from whom the person
marrying has not been divorced pro-
viding also that no marriage shall be
solemnized w phout a license for the
issuing of which the mostmoet stringentstring plat
regulations under pains and penalties
are provided and prescribing who
shall solemnize marriagesmarriamarriaresees and making
it a penal offense punishable by im

in the penitentiary not ex-
ceeding three years or fine not exceed-
ing 1000 or by both fine and impris-
onment for any person knowingly

or without such license to
B a prohibited marriage no
stateatlie in the union has a more com-
plete and perfect marriage law and
telew if any states have one in allail re-
spects so good

I1 assert moreover and the official
evidence supports mymy assertion that
since toethe constitutionality of tilethe act of
Congressof july 1 1862 was affirmed
by the supreme court of the united
states plural marriages were excep-
tional and not general among the mor
mons

the act of congress of march 22 1882

as construed by the courts and the
utah commissioncommis franchiseddisfranchiseddis every
person who was or had been living in
polygamy as this law was
lain its effects it was enforcedenforcedandand the
supreme court of the united states
strained a point to SUM its consti-
tutionality by holding tafttwit it merely
prescribed a status and did notnoi inflictE as we
had woman suffrage in utah every
nanman and every woman who had lived
in polygamypoly amy as wellwel as those w lio were
then in polygamouspoly gamoua relations were dis
franchised the total number thus
16 franchised accoraccord inatodingo the report
of the utah commission was about

so that allowing torfor those who
had ceased to live in men
vA hose wives were dead w iduws whwhoseose

fr
husbands were dead anandd plural wives
the male could not ana
did not then exceed 2000 I1 honestly
believe there aretosare todaysy in utah less
than 2000 males who can be termed
polygamists and of this number there
are very few it any who are violating
the law against unlawfultul cohabitation

mr speaker intelligent and philos-
ophical students of the danger threat-
ening our social life have no fears of
mormonism or of the continuance of
polygamyg my in utah hear what bishopnospaldingS p Zd 1 ng of illinois a thoughtful
and earnest man has to say in the
forum for marciamarch in considering the
question Is our social life threat
ened he says

of mormonism too as a social ddanger
much that is superficialcial and idle is aspoken
and written thee mormonscormons are sober in-
dustriousdustrious and thrifty and their acceptance
of polygamy is our only grievance against
them but polygamy beyond all question
we need not fear at all even among the
mormonscormons it exists in comparatively few in-
stances

this is sober truth less than one
per cent of thepopulation of utah to-
day have been polygamists the great
majority of the mormon navehave
voted to make polygamy a crime pun-
ishable byti fine and imprisonment A
mormon territorialerrit orial assembly demands
the enforcementforcemeat of the laws of the
united states against bigamy polyg-
amy unlawful cohabitation incest
adultery and fornication it provides
a marriage law which imposes heavy
Ppenalties in the event of plural mar
biages being solemnized ththisis ought
to satisfy reasonable men

among the mormonscormons of utah
as I1 have heretofore stated there are
not more than 2000 men who have ever
had a plurality of wives not one of
these 20 men can under the law
exercise any political rights they
cancannotnot vot and they can not hold
office before a citizen of utah can
registerregisterandand be qualified to vote he
must take the followinghowingfo oath

I1 being duly sworn or af-
firmedfired depose and say that I1 am over
twenty one years of age that I1 have resided
in the territory of utah for six months last
past and in this precinct for one month im-
mediately proceedingprece eding the date hereof and
that I1 am a native born or naturalized as
the case may be citizen of the united
stastatestes watthat my full name is
that I1 am 1 ears of age that my place ajof
business is that I1 am a single
or married man that the naniename of my law-
ful wife is and that I1 will sup-
port the constitute on of the united states
and will faithfully obey the laws thereof
and especially will obey the act of con-
gress approved march entitled an
acaoact to amend section of
utes of the united states in reference to
bigamybi am and for of her purposes and that I1
wwillna asoalso obey the act of congress of march

entitled an act to amend an act en-
titled an act to amend section of the
revised statutes of the united states in
referenceterencere to bigamy and for other pur-
poses approved march 11 inrerespectsp hot
of the crimes in aid act defined and forbid-
den and that I1 will not directly or indi-
rectly aidad or abet counsel or advise any
other person to commit any of said crimes
defined by acts of congress as polygamy
bigamy unlawful cohabitation incest adul-
tery and fornication

subscribed and sworn to before me this
day of

if the registrars choose they can re
quire the applicant to take this addi-
tional oath

I1 further swear or affirm
that I1 am not a bigamist polygamist or liv-
ingI1 inin unlawfulua cohabitation or associating
0or cohabitingoh with perpersonsons of
the other sex and that I1 have not beenbeen con-
victed of the crime of bigamy polygamym Y
unlawful cohabitation incest adultery or
fornication

the only male citizens who can garbar
in political affairs in utah are

those who can pass the ordeal of the
above oaths they are the great ma-
jority because only a small tractionfraction of
the mormon men have ever practiced
polygamy

mr speaker the monogamous mor
mons those who not only have neverdeverpracticed polygamy but have solemnly
sworn that they will obey the law of11

march 22 1882 and that of march 38
1887 and further that they will not
directly or indirectly aid or abet coun-
sel or advise any other person to corncom
mit any of said crimes defined by acts
of congress as polygamy bibigamy
unlawful cohabitation incest aadul-
tery

tal

and fornication have made and
accepted a constitution under which
they ask the admission of utah as a
state in the union that constitution
provides section 12 of article XV

bigamy and polygamy being considered
incompatible with a republican form of

elch of them is hereby torfor
wlbuddeniden and declared a misdemeanor

uyny person who shall violate this section
shall on convictionco thereof be punished byby
a linehue of not more than and imprison-
ment lorfor a term not less than six months
nor more than three years in the discretion
of the court this section shall be con-
strued as operative without the aid of
legislation and the offensestensesol prohibited bbyy
tinsthis section shall not be barred by any stat-
ute of limitation within three years after
the commission ot the offenseoffensc nor shall the
power of pardon extend thereto until such
pardon shall be approved by the president
of the united states

this section of the constitution can
not be altered or amended without the
consent of congress and proclamation
oyby the president of the united states
section I1 of article XVI provides

that section 12 of article XV shall not be
amended revised or01 in any way changed
uuntilgitil any amamendmentdicent revisionic vision or change
as proposedpioposed therein shall iqin addition to
the requirements otof the provisions of thithisis
article be reported to the congresstongress of the
united states and shall be by congress aapp
provedroved and ratifiedratihed and such approval aandn 1l

be proclaimed by the president
otof ttheI1 ie united stated and if not so ratified
and proclaimed said section shall remain
perpetualaul

mr speakersSpeak eras a member otof the con

bention which framed this constitu-
tion under which the people of utah
are asking admission to the union I1
repudiate with scorn the accusation
which id effect is made against the
men who framed that constitution and
the thirteen thousand and odd hundred
people who voted to ratify their work
thatthai it was the result olof a conspiracy
hatched for the purpose of decdeceivingeving the
people of the unitedcalled states I1 denounce
as apan infamousmoud slander the insinuation
matchat it was an attempt to gain admis-
sion to the union under false colors
and upon false pretenses

for several times the people of utah
have presented ainin regularrec colar form their
application torfor admission to the union
in numbers it was not questioned that
weythey were susufficientmaint nor was it denied
that the importance and extent of their
territorial interests entitled them to
statehood the one obstacle which
stood in their way the one objection
which was raised was the practice of
plural marriage or polygamy in the
territory they were told until
this obstacle was removed until this
objection ceased to eexist they could
not hope to secure admission to the7union

when the mormonscormons insisted that
plural marriages were sanctioned by
their church and that according to
their religious belief such marriages
were not sinful the reply was that the
practice was deemed detrimental to
public moralemoral and hence came within

I1 the legitimate legislative domain the
state while it could not prescribe or
proscribe religious beliefs could for
bid practices although sanc-

i tinned by the old testament and per-
mitted by a new revelation were
deemed immoral aney were told
time and time again that it wasas not a
question of their religious belief olof
their creed of their church polity otoj
their ecclesiastical organization but
simply and solely the practice of polyg-
amy indeed they could have been
told only this the religious belief of
a people the creed otof a church its
ecclesiastical organization are sub-
jects with which congress could not
and can not deal the constitution of
the united states expressly aud em-
phatically declares that all such ques-
tions are and must remain williwithoutbul the
domain of legislative enactment

therefore the people of utah had
the right to believe that if they came
with a constitution which prohibited
polygamy and made it an offense and
inflicted punishment and
gave reasonable guarantiesguaranteesguaran ties that in this
respect they would not alter and
amend it they would be conceded the
boon of statehood declare it to be
my honest beliefbellef that the people of
utah in perfectfeet sincerity adoptedsinceritysection fifteenth art
biting polygamy and making it punish-
able by fine and imprisonment with the
full knowledge of all that the language
of that section implies and imports
that they did deliberately and unre-
servedlyedly accept that section as part of
the organic law under which they de-
sire to live and it was and
is their intention to enforce without
fear or davfavor

i or the infliction of the pen-
alties therein prescribed against
bigamy and polygamy

and I1 declare that it is utterly false
without one element of truth that the
mormonscormonsMor mons attach a meaning to the
words bigamy and polygamy differ-
ent from their common acceptation
toe constitutional convention dealt
with bigamy and polygamy as you
and the people of the united states
understand the words it accepted

i them in the sense in which they are
employed in the laws which congress
has enacted in reference to the offenses
they describedescribeddes cribei itt accepted them as
describing an offense which is consti-
tuted by a male person who having
one lawflawfulal wife marries
another woman

it is the merest balderdash to insist
that the mormon church has main-
tained does maintain or may here-
afteraf ter maintain that plural marriage is
one thing and bigamy and polygamy
are other and entirely different things
the members of the constitutional
convention who as a committee
draugh ted section 12 of article 15 who
voted to incorporate it in the consti-
tution and the people who to
ratify the work of the convention did
so without any mental reservation
whatsoever they knew perfectly well
what they were doing they intended
that bigamy and polygamy should be
made offenses in the future state pun-
ishable by heavy fine and imprison-
ment and they not only fixed the of-
fense in the organic law and provided
the penalty torfor the infraction thereof
but they provided that in this partic-
ular the constitution should not be
66 amended revised or in any wwayay
cichanged without the approval of the
congress and the president of the
united states

why should we be accused of insin-
cerity why should we be suspected
of bad faith the whole history of
the people gives the lie to the
assertion that they are hypocrites
even the majority of the utah commis-
sionerssio ners men who have no love for us
are compelled to declare that the
mormon people cannot be called hypo-
crites of the votes cast at
the last election in utah were
for the ratification of the constitution
with section 12 of article XV prohib-
iting polygamygamy and prescribing penal-
ties for its infraction and only
against it of the voters who
went to the polls only 2943 refrained
from voting for or against the consti-
tutiontil tion the voters I1 insist
werewee honest and conscientious men
they never had been
they never had violated the law against
polygamy or against unlawful cohall

tation they habadd not aaccepted the
revelation concerning plural marriages
as mandatory and obligatory uuponpon
ethemhem they hadbad taken the stringent
oath I1 have read hadbad solemnly sworn
that they intended to obey the laws
and that they would not

directly or indirectly aid or abet counsel
or advise any other person to commit any
of saideaid crimes defined by acts of congress
as polygamy bigamy unlawful cohabita-
tion incest adultery and fornication

it Is a preposterous proposition to
insist ththatat a ciolwhole people navehave delib-
erately forsworn themselves you
must bear in mind that every man who
sat in that constitutional convention
every man who recorded his vote in
favor of that constitution had with
uplifted hand in the presence of hisbin
god solemnly sworn that hebe was not
a bigamist or polygamist thattie
would obey the law known as the ed
mands and the edmunds tucker laws
in respect to theabe crimes in said acts
defined and forbidden and that hebe
would not directly or indirectly 1 aid9

abet counsel or advise any other
personerson to commit any of saideaid crimes

by acts of congress as polyg-
amy bigamy unlawful cohabitation
incest adultery and fornication

there has been no act in the lives olof
the men who took this withnth which jus-
tifies the monstrous4 cal that they
swore to a lie pardon me ffor ayinsayins

that the man who will ito claim lu10
print or verbally such an accusation
against over thirteen thousand men
woo individually and collectively are
worthy members of a community that
has a high standard of general moral-
ity deserves to be branded the monti
mental slanderer of his time

why should these men be suspected
of such crimes a perjury of a pur-
pose to gain the admission of utan by
wholesale fraud and deceit
have never broken the law against
biabigamymyoror polpolygamy01 gamy some of them
indeed many of them hadbad the oppor-
tunity to take more than one wife
when there was no law forbidding
them so to do all but thetha youngest
of them might have married repeated-
ly had they so desired when the

law of 1862 was practically
a dead letter upon the statute books
no attempt being made to enforce it
they abstained from so doing why
should they be suspected of a secret
purpose to do so now or at some ffu-
ture

a
time

mr speaker the faction responsible
for the misrepresentation and miscon-
ception of the facts in regard to the
sincerityinc erity andnd good faith of the great
majority of the mormon people navehave
abandoned their insistenceins istance that the
danger of the revival of polygamy is
the ground of their opoppositiontion to

admission to the union their
opposition is upon altogether different
ground in answer to an invitation to
take part in the formation of a conconsti-
tution

atttorfor utah the republican territerr
torbal committee said

we are free to say and we oppose the
state organization and admission on that
basis that in so far as the institution of
polpolygamyamy has been an obstacle in the way
of methe success of the scheme of state-
hood we suppose that your organization is
prepared tote sursurrender to the publicUalic senti-
ment of the country and abandon it

As the basis of their proposition they
insisted chalk

the masses of the people of utah argare ad
berents of an ecclesiastical system which
forbids all harmonious relations with any
system of civil government founded on the
right of man to govern himself the cen-
tral idea of your system is that all lawful
governmentvernment emanates by revelation from
eodgod to his priesthood and that it is the
duty of all its followers to be advised by
that priesthood on all subjects of a govern-
mental as well as spiritual character

the so called democratic organiza-
tion in utah speaking by the chair-
man of its territorial committee in
resresponseronse to a like invitation declared

your partypaisis the dominant church and
that church as a political organization
cconstitutesn titue your0 ur party nothing contained
in one is wanting in the other and neither
contains what is notabt tolerated in the other
they are one and the same in their mem-
bershipbership so ehst independent political ac
uontion by an individual can never occur ex-
cept with apostasy from the creed

thus mr speaker it will be seen
that our local obstructionists who
want utah kept in territorial bondage
while admitting our surrender to the
public sentiment of the country on
the subject otof polygamy nevertheless
insist that so long as mormonscormons shall
in numbers be superior to the non
mormon populationpop lationtion I1utah ought to be
kept in bbondage0 dage and mormonscormons de-
prived 0off allcivil rights they insist
that the Mmormonormon church must oebe re-
organized that its present ecclesiasti-
cal system is incompatible with their
notions olof church government

this objection reduced to a simple
proposition is the mormon people
are united and being in the majority
will control theilie state government
hence we oppose the admission of
utah into the union as a state for a
time polygamy served our purpose
but tthatat beingeing removed we raise the
howl about the union of church and
state

mr speaker the men who insist for
a purpose that the mormon people artare
in favor of a union of church and
inov better they know that
the mormon people in 1849 formal

aheiabedatei a constitution torfor the state of01

deseret they declared in their bill ojoi
rights among other things that

all men friall have a natural and inalien-
able right to worship god according to the
dictates of their own consciences and the
general ab make no law res

an establishment of relireligiongion or pro-
hibitinghi the free exercise aberthereofbeof or dis
luib wany person in hia religious worship or

sentiments provi led he does not disturb
the public peace nor obstruct others intheir religious worship and all persopersonsn
demeaning themselves peaceably asaa good
members of the be equally under
the protection of the laws and no subab
ordination or preference of any one sector
denomination to another shall ever be es

by law nor shall any
test be ever required lorfor any office otof
under this state

the constitution which has been
presented to congress the work ofaltaeatie
conventionedtion of 1887 declares in its bill
ofef rights article 1I

SEC 32 all free governments are founded
i
on the authority otof the people and institute
edcd for their equal protection and benefit

teecsaw 3 there shall be no union of church
and state nor shallshah any church dominate the
state

1

SEC A4 the righettoright to worship god accord
laging to the dictates of conaci nee shall never
bobe infringed nor shall the tate make any
law respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibitingohi biting the free exercise thereof notnor
shall any control of or interference with
the rights of conscience be permitted noao
religious test or prope ty qualification shall
be required for any office of public trust
nor torfor any vote at any election not shall
any person be incompetent to testify on ac-
count of religious belief or the absence
thereof

it is not true that the mormon
church isia an eccli system
chica forbids all harmonious rela-
tions with any system otof civil govern-
ment founded on the right of man to
govern tarn self 11 the book of doc
rine and which with the

bible and ththe BOOK ot mormon14 ormon form
that charcaschurcascias standard utu faith and
practice prescribes the following rule
as49 to the relations of the church to the
state

we believe that governments were insti-
tuted of god for the benefit of man and
tuat he holds nen accountable torfor their
acts in relation to them either in analumallax
laws of administering them for the ggood
and safety of bocisocietyety we believe that no
government can exist inin peace except such
lawa are framed and held inviolate as alilwul
secure to each individual the free exercise
of conscience the right and control of
property and the protection of life

weW e believe that religion Isie instituted of
god and that men are amenable to him
and to him only for the exercise of it un-
less their religious opinions prompt them to
infringe upon the rights and liberties of
others we do not believe that human law
has a right to interfere in prescribing rulesrulea
olof worship to bind the consciences orof men
nor dictate forms for public or private devo
tion that the civil magistrate should re-
strain crime butbat never control conscience
should punish guilt but never suppress the
freedom of the soul

we do not believe it just to mingle re-
ligious influence with civil government
wherebyY one religious society isIB fostered
and another proscribed in its spiritual 41
privileges and the individual rights of its 1

I

members as citizens denied we bebc
lieve that all religious societies havehaveaa
right to deal with lawr members for dis-
orderly conduct accordingaccordi9 to the rulesrulea
and regulations orof societies pro-
vided

ro
that such dealings be torfor lellow

ship and good stanstandingcling but we do not
believe that etuyany religious society has au-
thority to try men on the right of property
or lite to take from them this worlds
goods or put them in jeopardyaeopardy either of0 life
or limb neitneitherhertoto inflict any physical pun-
ishment upon them they can
communicatemuni cate them from their society bd
withdraw from them ththeirair fellowship

Is there one declaration in this pro
mul gation by that church of its rela-
tions to civil government which any
mancancancan object to does it not copcoo
form in every particular to that fadcus
embodiment of principles wherein
thomasrhomas jefferson defined the respect
ive limitations of civil and religiousluns
authority

mr speaker I1 admit that the mor-
mon Vpeople are united but I1 dienyo eny that
their unity is due to ecclesiastical auan
tilotHorlrityty irishmen are united Is their
unity due to the fact that they are
roman catholics no sir it is duedoe
to the fact that they are determined to
regain the right of community selfbelt
governmentovern ment which they were wrongly
depriveddeprived of and which is unjustly de-
nied

ae-
nied them the mormon people are
united because there has been and
there is a settled purpose on the part
of a small but persistent minoritymiaomiRo rity to
deprive them of the right ofe local
community self government

mr speaker I1 nave endeavored thus
briefly to show what the
mormonscormons olof utah have done to place
themselves and the territory in accord
with public sentiment and to solve a
troublesome problem entertaining as
they do the highest veneration torfor the
institutions of their country as well
as a due respect for theme opinions of the
majority they deliberately determined
on the course they ought to pursue
they put their hands to the plow they
drew the ffurrowarrew broad and deep they
will not look back

humanity is an afflicted race with
the errors and casualties of a ma
erialenal civilization in the united

states there are deaf mates
blind prisoners

diets paupershauperspau pers insane

the origin of the name americaamerica
hasbas been discusseddis cusped recently in several
pamphlet and magazinemap azine publicationspublication
it appears now from these investiga-
tions that the name was not taken
from the christian naraename of the italian
navigator amerigo vespucci but was
bound in this country when europeans
arrived A range of mountains in
central america is named amerique
and a tribe of indians pear by are
mown as the Ameriques 11 besides
bisabts the root is widely scattered over
central and south america lain various
forms as abarca audianda
narca andd many others M maccou
i writerr on the subjectsube1 ct claims that
vespuccioVespuccils name was agericoAn erico or Aal-
ert arhehe hart from

jisis american voyage


