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aoi M B sheldonBheldon
iowa laIs in the city he has been in
california for five months and
came to salt lake on the samegame train
with W H culmercalmer eeb of this city
who has been onOD a visit to california
col darnell Is an interestingintereating figure to
the people of utah from the fact that
hebe is probably the only living eye wit
nessnee of the assassination of the prophet
joseph smith at carthage illinois on
the of june 1844

col darnell was met by a baws
representative wednesday march 7
and in response to inquiries made a
statement of what hebe persopersonallyBally knew
regarding that awful deed mehe saidraid

you know it is a long time since
then it is fifty years ago and my
memory may be faulty in some par-
ticularstionticularslars but I1 will relate that only
which I1 remember distinctly when
the mormonscormons came to
changed the name to Nauvoo and built
the place up rapidly until there were
about people in the city the
inhabitants of that part of the state
were of the rougher element to a great
extent the county offices were profit
able positions because there was big
opportunity furfor stealing so there was
considerable rivalry between abiga
and democrats as to who should get in

the mormonscormons were not in it as a
political party but they held the bal-
ance of po of chuicouibouiseso they voted
for those they considered the best men
this caused great hostility toward the
mormonscormons on part of the antis they
wanted to gotget rid of the mormonscormonsMor mons for
political reareasons so they fed the feel
loging against them there was lots of
stealing going onOD and it waswag charged
to the mormonscormonsMor mons the women and
children were taught to believe the
mormonscormons guilty but I1 do not I1 know
that stealing was done by others and
that the mormonscormons as a community
were not chargeable with it oi01
course there may have been
some mormonscormons who stole but it
was mostly the rough element and
the firefife eating anti accused
the cormonsmormons so a to gotget them driven
outcut the lawjaw and order men as we
called them wanted the courts to
settle all matters and were called jack
mormonscormons by the antis

gal1I was a student under general M
BR detling he got me a commission
as lieutenant from gov ford he
commanded the mob that arrested the
smiths at nauvoo but hebe was there as
a friend of order I1 call the possepons
comitatusoomdatus that made the arrest a mob
because that was what it really was
they went through the process of lawjaw
merely for formformsa sake it was called a
war at that time when the posse was
called by the sheriff john carlin
I1 was in the crowd and con-
sidered myself summoned as it were
to assist in making that arrest

my recollection is we were there in
carthage a week we went just out
side the town and pitched our tents
we camped there and played soldiers
as well as we knew how

some way or other I1 do not know
how communication was had by
which the smiths agreed to give them-
selves epand the officers went out and
met them about half way in the prairie
and brought them in they took abom
to10 the HamilhamiltomtoL house a hotel and

holdheld them there for a couple of daysday
probably determining in their own
mind what they were going to do

As an officer on gen derninga

staff it was my duty to take this com-
pany called the carthage greysgrey down
to the hotel and form a hollow square
and they had a man with them by the
name I1 think of BoSc he was
attorney or counselor for the prisoners
I1 understood they put the prisoners
in the center of the square and marched
them down to the general headquarters

they had their conference
the posse had the smithssmithe in their

power and seemed disposed to0o make
terms of some kind to determine what
course would be pursued at the end
of about a couple of days they were
placed lain jail which was a two story
stoneatone structure and overhead were very
nice roomsroom in one of which there was
aabedbed they were callcalle edthetithe debtors
rooms

very soon after the prisoners were
placed in jail it might have been the
same day the troops as we called them
were all called together and governor
ford addressed them in his speech he
stated thatbat the object of their assemaseem
bling hadbad been accomplished that the
writrit had been executed and the parties
wereere in jail he commanded the troops
to disband and go to their several
places of abode and most of them did
so00

on the afternoon of the day of the
assassination the mob who did the
killing came up they had their faces
paintedaisted a sort of brown colorfI1 saw this crowd of men coming up
from the direction of the creek at the
northwest corner of the pasture I1 was
standing within tonten or twenty steps ot
the pasture gate east of the jail
the crowd was coming single fffilele and
stooping down they hadbad on blue
hunting shirts I1 knew something
terrible was going to happen I1
was a youth at the time
and became transfixed to the spot
As the crowd turned the southwest
corner of the jail about one half of
them went right up the stairway the
other half came right against me I1
got out of their way and a moment
afterwards I1 beard the report of a gun in
the house that was supposedsun posed to be
the shot which killed hyrum smith
joseph started to jump through the
window and the mob fired at him
he came out on the east sideaide otof the
building there was a large well just
underneath there and he fell just out-
side the curb josepa was killed while
passing out of the window

the carthage greys it is said and
I1 have nodo doubt with truth for I1 look at
this thing very different now from
what I1 did then because I1 know more
about meomen peirtheir motives and disposi-
tions I1 say there is no doubt that the
carthage greys were cognizant of the
tactfact that that mob was coming I1 btbe-
lieve every man of them knowknew it and
I1 also believe that their guns were
charged with blank cartridges when
they firedbred a few shots at the mob no
one waswall hurt the faces of the mob
were painted a kind of indian color

the carthage greys were a very
nicely drilled company it would
seem to me that the mob were not
any larger in number than the car-
thage greysgrey from my recollection I1
think the bumber was very nearly equal

about thirty or forty me a in each I1

do not believe that the estimate of
one hundred men in the mob laIs at
all correct probably there were
fifty to eighty in the mob I1 thought
there were less it was under
stood there at the time that thothomasC sharp was the ringleader
the moving spirit in that mob heoommencommencedced life as an attorney but did
not succeed and became a newspaper
editor when I1 last saw him severalyearsyearn ago hebe was quite aged I1 know
there waswad such a man as william
M daniel but do not know what be
came of him I1 knew frank worrell
commander of the guard at the jail
he was afterwards killed outside 0of
Wallnauvoo during the mormon war in
1846 1I also knew alexander
and hishie sons they were at tilethe jail
they were fiery anti mormonscormons

1 I remember to have seen joseph
smith jump from the window it was
a terribly exciting time and itatallsill
happened in an instant I1 cannot
described it in any better way than
by saying hebe came out just as though
some one big and powerpowerfultul had thrown
him right through the window un-
doubtedly however he came by his
own effort he certainly did not nanghang
to the window it seems to me he
came out head first and he waswain shot
while passing through the window I1
do not know that I1 really saw any one
set him up against tilethe well I1 know I1
partially saw itA and got it from whatthey said at the time

1I could notdot hear distinctly whatjoseph a dd when hebefellfell but it seemed
to me to be 100 lord my god 1 thatwaswan all liehe said I1 think he raised him
selfbelt to a sitting position A tourig man
went up and struck him either with
the end of hisbis gun or a bayonet after
he was dead you may say I1 did not
notice whether they fixed into him
after he witswas set up by the well I1
have the idea however that theyoung man went up to him and ran
hisbis bayonet through him or rushed
at him with his RUDjaun I1 ua not believe
there was a gun 11firedred after hebe struck the
ground and still I1 waymay be mistakenn
I1 tell you those bullets came instan-taneously

1I did not notice any one rates a
knife for the purpose of severingjogjosephephs head from hisbis body butbidI1 beard at the time that a young
man did so those things might
nave been true I1 was not one
of the mob but was one of the
disbanded posse I1 was going to
the pasture alter my horse anclana was
so close at the time that if I1 had been
dressed like the mob I1 might have been
considered one of theirheir number the
young man who struck joseph claimed
to be a son of governor boggs he
rushed from the mob after joseph was
setlet up and struck him with the point
of his gun or bayonet and said oudOUj d
d n you you are the man that had
my father shot 2 of course joseph
smith might have been alive with thehe
bullets in hishill body and have set him
selfelf up I1 am satisfied he was alive
then itif a gun was firedbred at him after
liebe fell from the window I1 dont re-
member it my memory isin dim on
some things but I1 know there was
great at the time

the firing was all done in a mo-
ment then there was a sort of recog-
nition between the carthage greys
and the mob as they mingled together


