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THE ASSASSINATION.

¥ Loi. M. B. barpeiyfof Bheldon,
Iowa, is in the city, He haa been in
California for five months, and

came to Salt Lake on the same Lrain
with W. H. Culmer, E:cq., of this city,
who has been on a visit to California.
Col Darnell {8 an interesting fizure to
the people of Utah, from the fact that
he fs probably the only living eye wit-
nese of the assassination of the Prophet
Joseph Bmith, at Carthage, 1llinois, on
the 27th of June, 1844,

Qo). Darnell was met by 8, News
represeniative Wednesday, March 7,
and in response to inquiries made s
statement of what he personally Enew
regarding thai awful deed. He said:

“You Enow it is & long time aince
then. Itis fifty years ago, and my
memory may be faulty in some par-
ticulars, but I will relate that only
which I remember Jdistinctly., When
the Mormons came to Commerce,they
changed the name to Nauvoo,and built
the place up rapldly until there were
about 15,000 people in the city. The
inhabitsnte of that part of the state
were of the rougner element to & great
extent. Tihe county cflioes were profit-
ahle poritions, because there was hig
opporftunity for stealing, so there was
considerabie rivalry between Whigs
and Democtats a8 to whoehould getin.

¢“The Mormons were not in itas a
political party, but they held the bal-
ance of power,and of coulse they voted
for thoee they considered the best men.
This caused great "hostility toward the
Mormons ocn part of the antis. They
waoted to get rid of the Mormons, for
politioal reagoos, so they fed the feel-
ing against them, There was iots of
ptealing going on, and it was charged
to the Mormons. 'I'he women and
children were taught to believe the
Mormone guilty, but I do not. I know
{hat stenling was done by others, and
that the Mormoas 8s 8 Commubjty
were not chargeable with it. Oy
gourse there may have been
some Mormons who siole, but It
was mostly the rough element, and
the fire-eating aati-Mormons accused
the Mormous so as to get tbem driven
cut. The *law and order’ men, as we
called them, wanted the courls to
suttle all matters, and were called Juck
Mormons by the antis.

] was a etudent under General M.
R. Dewing. He got me a commission
ag lieu‘enant, from Gov. Foru, He
commmanded the mob that arrested the
smiths at Nauvoo, but he was there as
a friend of order. I eall the posge
comitatus that made the arrest a mob,
because that was what it really was,
They went threugh the process of law
merely for form’ssake. Ll was called a
war at that lime. When the posse was
called by the sherlff, John Catlin,
J was in the crowd and oon-
sidered myself summoned, 88 it were,
to apsist In making Lhat arrest.

My recollection 18 we were there jn
Carthage s week, We went just oul-
pide the town and pitched vur tents.
We camped there and piayed soluiwrs
a8 well us we knew how.

t“S3ome way ot otber, I do not Envw
how, communication was had by
which the Bmiths agreed to give them.
pelves up,andy the officers went out and
met them about half way In the prairie
and brought them in, They took them
1o the Hamiliown. house, a hotel, and

held them there for a couple of days,
probably determining in their own
mind what they were going to do.

*Ap an officer on Fen. Deming’s
stafl it was my duty to take this com-
pany calied the Carthage Greys, down
to the botel and form a hollow square,
add they had a man with them hy the
name, I think, of Scribling. He was
attorney or counselor for the prisoners,
I understood. They put the prisoners
in thecenter of the square and marphed
them down tothe general headquariers
whele they had their conference.

‘‘The posse had the Smiths in their
power and seemed disposed to make
terms of some kind to determine what
course would be pursued. At theend
of about a couple of days they were
placed in jail, which waa a two atory
stone structure and overhead were very
nice rooms, in one of which there was
a bed. They were called the debtors?
roonis,

‘“Very soon after the prisoners were
placed in jail, it might have been the
same day, the troops as we called them
were all called together and Governor
Ford addreseed them, In his speech he
stated that the object of their assem
pling bad been aocomplished; that the
writ had heen executed and the parties
were [n jail. He commanded the troops
to dieband and go tv their several
places of abode, and moet of them did
80,

“Onthe afternoecn of the day of the
assassination, the mob who did the
Eilling came up. They had their faces
painted 8 sort of brown color
I eaw thisg crowd of men comibg up
from the Jdirection of the creek at the
northwest corner of the pasture. I was
standing within ten or twenty steps of
the pasture gate east of the jail,
Tbe crowd was comioy slagle file, and
stooping down., They bad ou biue
hunting shiris, I knew something

terrible was going to happen. 1
was B8 youth at the time
and became transfixed to the apot.

As the crowd turned the southwest
corner of the jail, about one:half of
them went right up the stairway, the
other half came right against me, I
got out of their way, and 8 moment
afterwards I heard the reportofa gunio
the house. That was supposed to be
the shot which kllled Hyrum Smith.
Joseph started to jump through the
window, and the mob fired at him.
He came out onthe eastside of the
building. There waza large well just
underneath there and he fell just out-
side the curb. Josepu was killed while
passing out of the window.

#“The Carthage Qreys, it ie said—and
i have no doubt with truth,for I look at
this thing very different now from
what I did theu, because I know more
about meo, thelr motives anu dispusi-
tiona—I aay there is no doubt that the
Carthage Greys were cognizant of Lhe
fact that that mob was coming, I be-
livve evely man of them knew it, and
I algo believe ithat their guns were
charged with blank cartridges. When
they fired a lew shots nt the mob no
one was hurt. The faces of the mob
were painted & kind of Indian color.

¢#“The Carthage Greys were a Very
nicely drilled company. It would
seem to Ime that the mob were not
any larger In npumber than the Car-
thage Greys, From my recollection I
think the numher was very neatly equal
—about thirty or forty mes in each. [

do not believe that the estimate of .
one hundred men in the mob is &t
all ocorrect, Probably there were
fifty to eighty in the mobj I thought
there were less. It was undgder-
stood there at the time that Thomass
C. Bharp was the tingleader—
the moving spirit In that mob. He
osommenced life as an attorney, but did
not succeed, and becAme A newspaper
aditor, When I Jastsaw him, suveral
years ago, he was quite aged, I know
thete was such 8 man as William
M., Daniele, but do not know whaat bes
came of him. I Enew Frank Worrel,
commander of the guard at the Jall,
He was afterwards kitled outsida of,
Nauvoo, during the Mormon war in
1846. I also knew Alexander Bympson
and hissons. They were at the jail.
They were flery anti-Mormons.

*1 remember to have seen Joseph
Bmith jump from the winaow. It was
8 terribiy exeiting time and it all
happened in an instant, I cannot
Jdescribed it in apy belter way than
by saying he came out fust as though
some one big and poweriul had thrown
blm right through the window. Un-
doubtedly, however, he came by his
own effort. He certsinly dig not hang
to the window. It seems toc me he
came out head first, and he was shot
while passing through the window, I
do mot know that I really saw any one
set him up againat the well, I know I
partially eaw it and got it from what
they said at the time,

*I could not hear [distinctly what
Joseph 53114 when he feli, but it seemed:
tome to be, ‘O Lord, My (iod.’ That
was all he sald. I think he raised him-
gelf to a sitting pesition., A Youug man
wentup and struck him either with
the enu of his gun o & bayonet, after
he was dead, you may eay. I did not .
notice whether they fiied into him
after he was set Up by the well. I
have the idea, however, that the
young mao went up to him and ran
his bayonet througb him, or rushed
at him with hls gun. I uo not believe
there was s gun fired after he strock the
ground, and still I may be mistaken.
I tell you those buliets came instan-
taneously.

“I dJdld not notice any one raise &
knite for the purpose of severing
Joeeph’a head irom his bedy, but
I heard at the Hme that a young
man did so. These things might
nave been true. I was not one
of the mob, but was one of the
disbanded posse. 1 was going to
the paslure after my horse, apg was
#0 cluse at the time that if I had been
dressed like the mob I tnight have been
‘considered one of thelr number., ‘The
young man who atruck Joseph elaimed
to be a son of Governor Boggs. He
rusbed from the mob after Joseph was
sel up and etruck him with the point
of his gun or bayonet, and ssid, *G—u
d—n you; you are the man that had
my (father shut.’ Of course Joseph
8mith might have been alive with the
builets in his body, and have set iiim-
self up. I am eatistied he was alive
then. If agun was fired at him after
bhe fell from the window I don® re-
member it. My memory is dim on
fome things, bu_l;I know there was
great excitement juat at the time,

““The firing was all done in a mo-
ment. Then there was a sort of recog-
nition between ihe Uarthage Greys
and Lhe mob, as they mingled together



