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mede in the near futare towards the
Yellow mes. In order lo hold a
port tbere, Russia would probably
fAnd it necessary Lo sepure the coatrol
of Manchuriaand of Cores,and on that
acoount the frellng iam Japan toward
Russis I8 very bitter, the peovle seeiny
io the movement of the latter couutry
un attempt to rob Japap of the sweet
fruits of her violory.

A Kuroyean diplomat of bigh stand-
iog Is autbority for the statement tbat
a secret slllapce is believed to exist
between England and Jap:n, and !
this sbould prove carrect, it would
create but little surprise rhould tbe

mikado take up arme againat the czar, |

The Japs are at present imbned with
a panviction of their own jnvinci-
bility, pardonuble afier their battle
with the Chlpese glant, and with
England’s wmoral support (and perhaps
definite promises of & asubstaptiai.
nature} they would zladly hreak op
for a march toward Bt. Pelersburyg, as
thelr cousul-general at VYasblogton
the other day gild some of them ex-
pected to do. Russia,on the other band,
Ja not jeolated, The existenee of &n
polente between that country and
France. although officlally dJenied, lr
not rerluoely aoubted. Then there are
signs indicating an understanding be-
tween Russla and Chinse, and alte.
zetber the situatiop is such that ser-
jous complicationain Asia are wilhin
the near poselbilitier. Rueala's spgres-
sive sleps have been cbecked more
o ten Ly the condition of the imperial
Ireasury than by the threatenlng atti-
tude of ber edveraaries, but this cun-
slderation Is pow removed to scme
extent, by the »ffer of & ayndioats
to Jend the government 400 000,000
france, which would ygo lar toward the
expenser incidenl t+ the kindlloe of
tbhe war dames, if the tlme fa consid-
ered ripe for euch a display. The com-
motion among the netions of Lhe earth
at the plcee of the century s oneof Iie
distinguishiog festures.

—

ENGLISII FEATHERED SONGSTERS.

Tbhe NEWs doean’t pretead to be an
suthority oo Eaglish birde, bat 1t has
po heritation In eayiog It bae bad jta
fill ofthe Eoglish sparrow, just as Lhe
Australians bave bad tbeir £l of the
Eagiiab rabbit. This being the case,
notwithstanding the warious +enefits
the littie import wae promised Lo secure
for us, we sre ool ashamed to voice
the suzgestion of a timid irfend, that
the recent liberativn of MKnglish
Jarks Je possibiy to be regardel
with fesr and trembling. Perhwps
the remedy proposed by one desperate
Anpglopbobiet, that the geutleman
threstening to let the Jarks loose be en.
Joipes by law [rom dolng 80, ia too
pevere, Forall we know, the Kngllsh
lark may bea very useful, luvely bird
—certainly we have he.rd and read
much of her sweet singing, her monut-
ing upward toward the sun, snd 8:
torth. But what we are apeclslly
noxtoun Lo Roow [« as to her fecundily,
her pugopscity sbg  ber appetile for
buge. ft will be remefshered Lhai bier
hali~brotber the sparrow was hailled as
tbe most voraginru9 caterplilsr-
eater ou tecord—our deliveler from
ecoddling moth irever; whereas
¢xperience hasshown that ahrul the
only thlug on eartl be wiil nol touch

is a wora, If we extend a welcome to
the lurk |t must be upPon conditions,
apd ooly Lo laet while sbe s on her
gooid behavior; fof we omDnol repless
the thought that the mischievous buy
who In the very beginning of the
spatrow In these parts tbrestened hin
atoibilatlon with a crusty fllpper but
was sensationally resirained by the
irate jmporters of the futara pest, was
really Ao agent sod jpetrument of
Providepce in disgulise.

GOOD LAWS AND BaD.

Not elwayeis It poselble to judie of
the merite of a law by the motiven
{bat prompted i1, or by tbe titls and

language of the enactment iteelf, It»
enforcement §s the best test ol ite
quality, and the loopholes it aftords fur
wiiscongfruction spd technical guib-
uling are the features thatsalways ex-
hibit tbemeelves too Jate, frequently
defeating the purpoee the statute bad
Ip view. Ibother cases it tranapires
that the fuill effect nf the propueed law
is not foreseen by those who enact it.
and It takes a year or two to determine

just whether the law possesses
wore of benefit tban of evil
Hence tbe proposition that all

iawe regularly placeda upon the stutute
booka should be enforced. That i«
exactly woat the good onep are made
f r—they ure presumed to supply &
public want. As to the bad ones,
there 18 Do speedier way of getting
them repealed than Hy constantly holu-
ing the rprovisions up to publio cdiom,
apud no method of dolng tais is ¢qual
to the piaiy, strejget enlorcement ol
Lhem,

The community ia baving quite an
experience just now with one or iwo
epactmentp whose nenelits are ab least
-penn to queetion. Notable amone

them s the act 8aid to hbuave for
ils purpose Lhe placiog of the fire
snod police departments ol cerlalo

cities upon & non-partisan baels, The
titigation and wrangling and destruc*
tion of uisciptioe which that wblteu
sepulcber of & ststute hes wrougnt
duriug the last year and a haslf e
more disastrous tu the welfare of the
tlwo departmeuta thap all the politice
they ever bad or ip any likelibood ever
would have., The title of the bilian
introducey, and the objecls 1l an-
nounced itsel! as desirous lo accom-
plisb, were in the highest degree
meritortous, But wupder the pro-
vislon for the tenure of c«ffice of de.
gerving employes, the commuoity
bas seen the courte jnvogked to rein-
state men whom their chief did
out WwWaDt becsure he deemed them
inecompetent, and whoere victory has
had » tenvency to promolos insoleoce,
ieatroy dlroivilne sod creale the feel-
ing that a publio « ffice iD one of those
departments war ws peara Jlfe situa-
tinp aa could he, hecauee of a “puil®® or
of *influence*’ thst could be exercized
upnu the byuard.

Another plece ol recent legislation
in viewed iD maby quarters with al-
mnst equal disisvor; we refer to tne
Isw oo tree-sprayiuy. Noone will dis
pute tbat the objects cought to be ae-
ocumplisbed by 1hat statule are praise-
worthy, The NEwS applaudead the
putpose of the bill when first presented,
and doer so itill. At the seme
lime we capnol sbut our ears orf

oul eyru to the oomplrinte and tbe
vauses for them agulpsi-the law. JEx-
perienos bas showo Lhat the spraying
ss done by mauy of those presumed to
underfstand the business la & good deal
of a sbam—tne bugs svem to thrive on
it, as the pondition of many orcherds,
already twice sprayed Lhie seanon, will
prove lodsy, Then there fs complaint
s to tbe evil effects upon bees pro-
Juoed vy lhe operatiou upon the trees
—whose leaves apd hlosroms are made
to receive a poisogous drench which {f
It does not kjli the bewvs at least 1ujures
toe honey, Of the sume nsaigre is the
assertion that berries and small iruite
wrowing under the sprayed trees, also
grass or clover with wbiobh many
orcharde are carpeled, reoeive iniury
wnich manifesis 1eell fneerivus eft-cta
upon those wbo eat thereof, Sull
wmore grievous is the faol thal two
reoent deaths of cbitdren are directly
attributed to the poisub that bud been
squ:rted trom a spray pump wpod the
fruit of which tbhey had eaten.

Now, we do pot mean tossy that
the benefits derived from the enforce-
ment of this Ja= sre all ewsllowed up
in the evils re'erred to. The latter
may be exaggerated, while tbo former
sy nai be p0 generally known as to
be ully appreciated. There isa grave
doubt, bowever, as to the utility of the
mearure, aud its opponents are by no
mweans slow or jdle o making their po.
sition known, Its Iriends, if they nre
coneclous ol wpy Bstrong arguments
that cap be uyaed in ite favor, ouebt to
be making use of tham prutly soon, or
the rlslog tide of dieconteut is likely io
overwtelm the meacure altogetber.

OFICM AN WIIIMKY.

One of the sources of revenue to
governmente, us the world in consti-
luted, is varlous ~ices Lo which
veople sre addjeted. England, for
in*tauce, derives milliops of dollars
every year from tbe opium traffic by
which poor slaves of s corrupt appetile
in Cbivas aod the islacde of tbe Indian
srchipelsgo and elsewbere ure sy ppiied
with the m3aterlal thut destroys body
snd soul. Millions more are mnade
from the ligquor traflie, hardly Jless
rurnous, pbysiocally and moraby.

Oncee 1o a while protests are made by
pevple interestod lu the reformation of
msukin 1, snd the «ffects of the poison
oo the bumap system are deploled in

glowing ecolurs. It 1a8 poiuted out
tbat 8 goveromenr, te it general
of local, ibut prefits by a

truffio wuich aids the breegiug of
poverty, crime, ruln, iz to a large ex-
tent responeible for tnose resuile, It
istherefore & malter of necessity for
goveroments e0 challepgad tu defend
themseives, nnd venerally the defense
comes D tbhe furtn of oplolo .s of nopu-
lar phyeicians or reports of official
commiesions,

Regently two British royal commis-
slone bave publivbed the reculta of
tbeir investigalions sa to the opium
apd whisky hahiteia their relation to
grime and disesse. The oplum com-
mission was appololed under a resolu-
tion of Parllament and was charged
with the duty ot aecertaining whether
the irafllc 10 tha: drug, exzcept for
medical purposes, could Le suppressed
without violating terme of agreement
with tbe mnative lodian etat:s sod
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