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they were apostles their power fell
fromfrola them afaif a man wishes to keep
faithful he has got to live near unto
the lord remember his prayers
sodand realize that he is at work for
the lord and for his kingdom

I1 thank god that you are united
here I1 hope you will continue to
be sogo do not quarrel over any-
thing it makes me sorrowful when
I1 hear of men holding the priest-
hood wanting to go to law because
they have not got sufficient water
this is wrong it is against the law
of god when we are united we
have power with god and with each
other I1 hope and pray that we
may so live in these valleys of the
mountains that every operation
against us may come to naughtnau I1ht and
it will if we do our duty I1 ddo0 not
pretend to know how many tribula-
tions or how much suffering we
shall yet have to endure before zion
tois established in her beauty and
glory but I1 do know that zion is
not going to be moved out of her
place

geinithehe lord however will
chastise us until we become purified
before him he will plead with
his strong ones and what he has
saidmid concerning zion will come to
pass I1 hope that we may exercise
wisdom in all things that we may
escape these afflictions

let us try to live our religion and
to do right the few days we have to
spead on the earth some of us
have not got a great deal of time to
spend here we shall soon puspass
away therefore let us be united

all will be well thentogetherto ther1 r andafewhenen we get through here we may
associate on the other side of the
veil with those that we have asso-
ciated with here on the earth and
with the patriarchs and prophets
that have gone before the bless-
ings of god will attend zion and
his judgments will rest upon the
wicked

I1 pray god that the union you
have here may increase and
that our young men will rise up and
magnify their callings before
the lord and treasure up wisdom
knowledge and understanding and
learn those things that will assist
them in their duties for as I1 said
before this kingdomkingdom has got to rest
upon the shoushouldersders of the rising
generation of the latter day saints
this is the destiny to which they
are approachingpreachingpro aching I1 feel thankful
that I1t have had this privilege of
meeting with you and of listening
to what has been said I1 pray god
to bless you and those who preside
over you that you may be of one
heart and one mind and be prepared
to inherit eternal life amen

regeneration

we have seen in a previous pa-
per on regeneration that our lord
taught the necessity of being born
again 1 as an indispensable condi
uonalon to enoenjoyingying the privileges of
the kingdom of gadbut in order to
understand this doctrine more fully
we must learn from holy writ what
human nature is in its fallen state
and what it must become in order to
findand a place in that kingdom

several portraits taken at differ

ent times by different inspired men
have been presented to us and they
all agree in their delineations of hu-
man nature

one is taken before the deluge
t genesis vi 5 and jehovah saw
that the wickedness of man on
earth was great and that the
thoughtsthought of his heart were wicked
all the day the same picture is
presented to us after the deluge
genesis viiiall 21 eight hundred

years later we are told job xv 16
that man drinks unrighteousness
as water 11 five hundred years
later david psalm xiv draws
the same picture as does paul about
1000 years after david romans
i1 19 when they knew go y they
glorified him not as god neither
were they thankful but became
vainrain in their imaginationsand their
foolish hearts were darkened pro-
fessing themselves to be wise they
became fools and changed the glory
of the incorruptible god into an
image made like unto corruptible
man and to birds and to fourfooted
beasts and creeping things where-
fore god also gave them up to un-
cleanness through the lusts of their
own hearts to dishonor their own
bodies between themselves who
changed the truth of god into a lie
and worshippedworshipped and served the
creature more than the creator
who is blessed for ever amen
nor is it the gentiles alone who
have thus fallen the apostle
proves that all both jew and gen-
tile are under sin romans illiii 10-
18 there is none righteous no
not one there is none that under

tb there is none that
after god they are all gone out of
the way they are together become
unprofitable there is none that
boeth good no not one their
throat is an open sepulchre
with their tongues they have
used deceit the poison of ups
is under their lips whose
mouth is full of curlingscursings
and bitterness their feet are swift to
shed blood destruction and misery
are in their way and the way of
peace have they not known there
is no fear of gotgoi before their eyes
thus is human nature truly depic-
ted by ancient inspired writers and
when god again after a period of
centuries in these latter days spoke
to men through joseph the prophet
we find the same truth plainly
stated all men must repent and
ibehe baptized and not only men but
women and children doedoc and
cov seesec 18 42 and surely
every man must repent or suffer
abidibid lee 19 4 by trantransgres-
sion of these holy laws man became
sensual and devilish and becamebecame
fallen man ibid 20 20 and
my vineyard has become corrupted
every whit and there is none
which boeth good save it be a few
and they err in many instances
because of auall having
corrupt minds abidibid 38 CL4 all
inspired writers who toutouch this
subject are unanimous in their tes-
timony all menmen are sinners and
even their bestbeat acts come short of
the requirements of the divine law

this depravity of human nature is
illustrated by the fact that already
in the second generation after adam

all flesh had so corrupted its way
that it repentedrepentedthethe lord that he
had made man noah had not
been dead a hundred years when
his descendants in sodom were
sunk in corruption and now when
men have had the best chance of
showing their true character or
nature having had christianity
flourishing with all its splendid
buildings learning priests and up-
held by the kings and emperors for
centuries men have advanced no
farther than into a pit of corruption
and lielandliesliesandand must either repent
or suffer f

everyone who knows himself at
all or anything of the mysteries of
human nature must be aware that
all thlethis is true true as god such
is by nature in his fallen state
and if anyone should feel inclined to
think that holy men moses david
paul joseph smith have overdone
the picture they have given of
human nature letjet him consider that
these men spoke through the spirit
of god who knows us infinitely
better than we do ourselveslet him seek to know him-
self better and he will find every
feature to be correct if this is the
case how can man become a citizen
of the kingdom of god his sins
must be forgiven this god says
out jofh is free mercy when a man
through jesus asks for forgiveness
III1I the lord forgive sins unto those
who confess their sins before me
and ask forgiveness who have not
sinned unto death j 1 I the lord
will forgive whom I1 will forgive
doc and cov sec 64 7 10 but

the sins must also be put away
thistb is is the susurestrest sign that they are
forgiven by god for as long as they
are continued in they are sotnot for-
given by god

here then isa a covenant between
god and man the sinsalm must be
put away by god so that he no
more remembers them against us
and by us so that we no longer com-
mit them both these parts of the
covenant are signified by baptism
in that water we are buried and
resurrected the oldola man is dead
a new man ippardonedaidoned justified
comes forth wewe are baptized for
the remission which means put-
ting away of sins

but this is not all that is neces-
sary A man may be pardoned and
yet have no real power in him to
spiritual development this power
is imparted by the holy spirit
which is received after baptism and
this is a necessary power for our
growth without the spirit there
canc be no spiritual life where that
Sspiritaielt is not there is death even
whenwneu the outward form of godliness
is there hence the necessity of
receiving and continually keeping
the spirit

when a man has once had his
sins put away and received the
spirit that is when he has been
born by water and spirit then he
hasbas I1 entered111 1 the kingdom of GWgod
promfrom that moment his development
commences it goes on gradually
until he becomes regenerated born
of the kingdom he has entered fit
foxfor all the duties and privileges of
this kingdom

to be thus fully developed means


