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EDETORIALS,

THE SPIRIT OF ANNEXATION.

'l:n'x inhabitunts of 'portions of the
_ Worla lying coutizuous to the United
States are more or less envious ot the
beneficent forms aud iostitutions of
onr government, hence more or ldss
willing to live under it and annexa-
tion talk i8 Ireely Induiged it. The
loong standing possibility of the north-
etn tier of Mexican states belngab-
sorbed into the great American. Union
dobs not wage, nor doea the fear that
such an event miay pccur grow less in
taecapital of Mexico,and the proposi-
tlon to annex Canada is belng dis-
cupsed with increasing freedom and
: GATNERLNEBS. 4 ’
In lice with all this comes s revival
of 'the scheme to aonnex Cuba. The
{ollowing fromthe New Orleans Times
- Democrat borrows interest from tbe
gplrit of the times, though it may be
- doubted i the reference to President
Qirveland’s aims js made upon geod
awthority: ;
+ H1t 48 asserted in New York that bIr.
Cleveland wlll himself enter the an
nexation fteld by suggeating the pur-
chase of Cubs, and taat Perry Belmont
was appoidted Minister to Spain with
" the specia) purpase ot purchusiag that
island; that Mr. Cleveland wagts ter
meake* his admipistration historically
corgplcuonz .by sssoclating it t7ith
_ some lmportant event, and that he re-

* " rards the annexation of a tich and fer-

ik

.

_tile Island as baving that effect and ad-
ding to the strength aond wealth of the
country. Ip ante-bellom times this

~proposition to purchase Cubz was fre-

“guently made, and on one occasjon, at
ieast, -scriously considered by Spain
and & price xed; not beyongd the re-
sources of our treasury. There cio
be no reasonable doupt that the ng-

pexatlon'would bave come about but

‘for the war, interrupting, as it did,
the project and greaztly checkiog the
agpressive Americanism formerly pre-
vailing, aod which insisted that all

_America must become a part -of the
_United. States, Now that the war ia
lafd at rest, these old ideas and pro-
jects come up again, snd wemay ex

_pect to see them v1§oronsly pressed.’

Cube has long been for sale, and
Spalo once oSered the Island to the

aited States ata price which was not
too great for our treasnry. The nego-
tistions were, however, inter-
.rnpted by the breaking out ofthe
rebellion, but for which event it Is
quite likely that Cuba would today
have comprised oue or more states of
ta:oAmerlcsn_ Union. The Atlanta
{ rgla) Constitution, in reference to
the annexation of Cuba, sugeests that
Spain may offer the Island to Germany
or Engla.ud, and that oar government
would object to its purchase by eithef
of those powers. . .

There 18 no doubt that‘the grent
majority 'of the inhapltasts ot Coba
would hail with pleasurca prospect o!
becoming & portion of the United
States. The- only clasda who would
.object would be Spanlards actuated by
national pride. Anpexation ,i8 =»
prominent topic of the times.
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CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES.

-Tax Booplangist jourpals of France
" bitterly denounce the refusal of the
‘Chamber of Deputies to lend govern-
ment &id to the Panama Canal scheme,
pronouncing it ruinous to investors]
ahd a” blot upon the nation itself
This wounld seem to argue two prope-
*sitlopa—~that the followers of Boulan

ger sre disposed to, as the minority
of the Brittsh Parliament do, oppose
the'ggvernmenfal policy g8 a matter ot
course, and that they uphold the doc-
irlne.of a streag paternul government.

A cériall amoznt of protection
o ‘the Iodividual' 'and to private
“Interests i3 expected of cvery
natlon, and it is ftg  duty

to extend it whenever required, but Iy
would be difficult o explain why
‘Fraoce 15 a governmenhshpnld be
come Intérested in a prole® the prose-
cutlon of whichis the certalaiy of an
enormons ontlay and the successta,
ountcome of which i8 at least question-
able; or, supposing the limit of ex-
pense were demonstreted and Fraace
could afford "the” outley, either asan
¢ash advancement or by certaln guar
anteel, it would eventhen bea ques-
tiooable” enterprise, Let tbe under-
taking - of separatiog the two
‘“continents " beco se & pational in-
stead of an  individual movement,
and'the Monroe doctrine will become
conspicuons among the public themes
on thls sfde the Atlanttc; indeed, {t
hasalready been raised and discussed,
bnt probably g 00 real Intervention
would take place f the character of
the enterprise remaiced 83 it began.
France had, one lesson in respecs fuw
interference with forefgn soil in the
early gixties, when Maximilian,
backed by it, songht to e®ect the over-
throw of the Mexican Republic and
establish himgelf as an Emperor. And
the excuse of collecting a debt then
exldted, whereasnow & very differeot
condition of things, the contractirg of
adebtand 4 big one belog evideotly
the consummation awalting the furth-
er movement towird the cempletion
otl;heI]i’ansmn hCauat.
o Lesseps has a hard time of it
apd individusally is entitled to sym-’
. pathy. Ouoe day he weeps over pros-
" pectlve success; the next, " his tears

tace, No gne cantell whata day may
bring forth in France, but 1t looks
now a8 If the acheme had received a
quietus.
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SAMOA.

SoME of the leading newspapers of the
Pacific Coast-are nrging the’ proptiety
and necessity of action on the part of
our government looking to the preser-
vation of the right of the Samoans to
zovern themselves. 'There is atrong
evidence on which to buse the aus-
plcicn that Germany desires to take
complete poasession of the Samoan[
Islauds. As 8 navsl station they wonld

be of great value, aud tbeir commerce

fs no inconsiderable inducement 1o

own them. Thete-ls no doubt that}
Eugiand would also like to make a

rovince of this group of Islands, i

er way to do so were clear.
But the commercial =zod otker inter-
ests of the United- States have iD-
duced former administrations to take
an intereat inthe affairs of Samos,
particularly with a view. to preserving
the autonomy of the Islamds; aud itis
urged that the existlng conditlon ot
things on them requires prompt actlon
on the patc of our government to pre-
serve exiating treaties with and relat-
ing to them, aud to maintaln the sell-
zovernment of the patives. (Gerinany
is taking a part which affords both
Eogland and the United States grounds
tor objection, and if not restrained she,
may acqnire a foothold:in the isiands
adverse to the. interests of this coun-
try and England. | ;

Were Germany to scqulre control in
Samos, 1t is probable that_tuoil reliz-
fous toleration would no longer exist
therc. It is thersfore to be hoped that
the right of self-zgovernment wiil nov
be taken from the natives, particularly
by soch an iron governmenias the
Germen Empire.

VOTE PURCHABING:

Tre New Yurk World ia entitled to
credit for its enterprise in the matter
of unearthiog the systematic purchase
of votes in thelate electlion. It bas
aiready shown that the extent to whica
this evil was carrled is greatly in ex-
cess of that of any other time, and
wishing to obtain expressions of opin-

state.
sloo to-potnt out this apomalous con-

fjon from agthoritative sources, it re-
cently addressed s circular inguiry
0 the Governors of all the
states with that object In view
jnswers to the great msjority of
pem were duly received,and thes:
sre printed in ite issue of- the 13th ig-
stant—last ‘Ihorsday.” The differeni
wpinions therein exprassed fOrm a very
enlertaining polpourri. Most of the
executives are decldedly againsi the
syatem of vote-buying, regarding it as
the grestest menace lo free institu-
ons; others are milder In their de-
anociatisn, others have **no personal
ksnewledge” of anything of the Einu
paving taken place, and s few abruptly
dectine to answer. It is noticeable
tbat nooe of toem depy the awiw
charge ontright, and this circumstanc.
16 of itsell Somewhat sigaificant.

SHOULD GO SLOW.

THE coronet’s jury sitting on the bod-
tes of the murdered Mrs. Hawes 600
her two daugbters, st Blrmingham.
Alsbama, have succeeded in finding
thht the husband and father, R.
R. Hawes, was the author of the
crimes in each iostapce. It wes i
belief on the part of the populace thu
be was the guilty man that caused th
attempted lynching and fearful tragedy
at thet place a few days azo, and upon
the heels of that awial affaira jury of
zpy kind would he apt to yield to -th:
pressure and construe doubts agains!
the prisomer. Hawes may be glity;
in fact, circumstauces sre said to polnt
so strongly to him as the pel-
petrator - of the crimes ' charged
that such & conglusion I8 irre

sistible; and it that be 1he case his
purishment 18 certein. It Is as well,
nowever, to give him a fsir and im

partial trizl, for appesrances are fre-
quent)y deceplive and he may be Inno-
cent. In any event Lbe peopid haw
nothing 1o lose by qoicting down and
lettiou the majesty of the law bavefull
and uuvinterrupted away., The fuct
that the sherif who resisted the gata-
ering with such terrible results ba-
neett twice arrested sndls now held it

a1l on the chatge of marder for havine
dope oniy what seems at this dlatapnce
his plain duty, shows that the whirl-
wind of passion engendered by the
pelief that [lswes was guilty, gnd
reaching the point of ail but irresist-
ibie tory immediately after the conflic
with the sherif occurred, his pot yet
entirely subsided, and Bir-
mingham wonld not seem (O
be the plece where a jury to try the
cdse shounld be drawn st any tiwe. The
manper in which the ccroner’a papel
skimmedover the rarface of the cage
in the matter of findicgs to reach the
solemn conclusion that death wag in

flicted by Hawes, when the evidence
was purely circomstastial, illustrates
the foregoing conclusiom with tolera-
bie clenrpess.

CHicaGo, Dec. 20,—Specclal from
Louolsvitle: Bryantand Scrogzins bave
sold to J. B, Hazgin, Proctor Kuott,

fow hedause failure stares him in the

3

tor $80,000,
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THE CHUKRCH AND STATE
QUESTION.

GREAT complaint has been made con-
cerptng Utah for having within its
borders an_incongruous mixture Of

politics and réllglon. Thecharge has
often been preferred agaiost hor that

there exlsts amongzst & portion of bk
people an amalgsmation of chnrch and
We huve taken frequent occa-

dition of aftsirs, but, in the facc of tbe
mogt polent evidence our svermeots
have been met by the nattesy kiod of
denials, Still the existence of & mar

riaze relatlopship between rellglop
?nd politics in Utah remains a fiving
act.

This co-opetative assoclation dates
back a conslderasble period snd the
evidences of it have cropped cut con-
spicuously in the concetos of thls

errltory at different tigies 1 the'|
course of ita history. W

As an instance it witl be remembered
by tte older residents of the Territory
that, on Sunday, May Tth, 1833, »
meeting was beld in the Metho&lst
Charch id this city. [t wks nnnounced
to be one among teo thousand others
under the aespices of the same derom-
ination that were to be held on .the
same date. The object of these gather-
inga was to arouse an aptj-**Mtrmsn®
feeling in the populace of the country
and. bring & pressore to bear upop

Jongress to crusi the Latter-day

Saints.

The Salt Lake meeting was presided
oyer by the Rev.Mr. Rudislil, whe,
with other members of the clotb, rep-
resented the religious winy'of the anti-
“xtormon' love fesst, while Governot
Murray, J. B. McBride, J. 8, Boremap
and others duly represented the politi-
calagction, each side hobnoboing witn
the other and gettiag in its work, ac-
ccz{d!ng as 1t was religious or politl-
cal,

It was a tonching spectacie to sce
these astute clergymen and cute poli-
ticians flignrasively falling upon each
others' necks and weeping, daving a
common putposs in view, only oper-
ited from two separate standpoints—
one the obtaluing of relicioos "advas-
tage and the other political pre-emin-
apnce. It was onthe one gide several
tearts noder clerical coats beating o
toneful harmony to a aweet enli-
tplormon'' symphony, rattled under
political vests on the other. 1

In speaking on the occasion Mr. Ru
dtsill aeserfed that Methodlam nad
slways occupied & froot raok in op-
posing ‘‘Mormonism,’’ sand tonat prin-
cipally through'the operations of hie
church Congress had been compelied to
pass the Edmunds law, aithongh that
meagur: was not near what was
wanted, belopg but *'a step in the de-
sired direction.” Qnoe of Lhe political
spouters of the occasion, with the ge-
oius with which be seemed to be car-
ried away, apoounced the ~startling
tact, that ne felt himself to be, on that
particnlar evening and for the sfScial
purpose souzht, an excellent Method
ist. Lieing not only s politician but ap
infidel, or at least nnderstood o be,
it 1a deubtful whether this conversion
-lasted beygnd the pronouncing of the
henedlction which dismissed the
meeting. However, the whole pro-
ceeding showed with much clearness
4 marvellous amalgamation betweed
church and state.

Why, it 1s not longer ago than a year
thet spother siriking illustraiion- of
the union of Cherch and State io this
Cerritory was {urnished. Tne Diab
{Jommission hasforsevera] years made
wwoanonal reports to the Secretary of
the Interfor, Lhe one ifgniog from the
majority and®the other from tnc mi-
pority, the former beiug misrepresen-
ative of the major portien of the
popilstion ot Ttah and the latter aim
inz to be fair to all classes of the peo-
ple. Ata couference of the Presby-
ter:an Cburch, held in Sanpete Coanty.
4 nomber of red-not anti-**Mormon'
resnlutions were adopted. They ad-
vocsted the deprivation of tnermem
nera of the Chorch of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day  Salnts by Coogres:
of &l  political rights.  Thuoe
e formulators showed a8 &
churchk = disposition to Interfere
in a religions capaclty with the affairs
ofl the state. The politiclans whe
comprised the msjority of the Utab
Jommigsion recognized this nojon of
shurch and state as eminently proper
This recegnfition wsas accorded in 8
most demdnstrative way—the com-
mi+sloners embodied the Presbyterian
Church resolutions in thelr annnal re-
nort to the Sccretary of the Interior
Thus the regolutions were made a por
tinn of a-state document, rod oficials
ent the weight of their political influ-
enee to help along a religious crusgade,

If such procecdings do pot indicate
1 unjon of church and state, what in
the name of common sense Would?

Then we have the anti ‘‘Mormon'
organ of this city following in the
wake of the political roustabout who,
at the Methodist meeting of May Tth,
1852, declared himself a devout Meth-
odist for the occasion. Thils onrea-
sonable red-hot paper {s now assime
ing the role of a most devout Metho-
distical sheet. Hence ts absurd and
frequent chuckies over a few alleged
conversions from the raoks of the
“Mormon® to thoee of the Methodist
Church. Itis barely possible that the
ecstatic paragraphs may he written by
the band of the minister whose pame
has fignred so conspicuously in them—
one Frankiin—but that does not relieve
the excessively political sheet from the
role of Methodist organ, o far ea it
goes in that direction. To #ay l.ke

-

eaat it lenda itsel! es a conduait tol
carry off religious slops.
Our readers have doubtless perused
the dispatches that have glven partico- [
{ara regarding.eome mavements at
W ashiugton 1o the directlon of clotb-
iog Utah with statebood. As u matter |
ot course this has agitated the portion
2f the miooritv bere who are opposed
to the political advancement of Utah
i0 looyg as they are not the maljorlty
They are taking steps accordiogly, and
sre whipping up the relicicus wing of
the polittcal combination to bring it
into Jids thatchorch and wtate may
march 8 as a unit, *'one and Insepar-
able now and torcver," hand in hand
as an ardent, stalwart bridegroom and
a loving and devoted bride on a honey-
wfoon gx¢carsien to Garfletd that they
might bathe together in the pool of
politics.

Tae cbairmaen of the Liberal party

has sent out circulars to all parta of
Utrah ipstructing the hepchmen to vel
ap protesta sgalnsc stateliood. The
circularjemnbodies the tollowing para-
graph to the priests of the diffecent
sects:
. "*Wereqncat the Christian clergymen
of the Territory to call upon members
of their respective churches through-
ount the Union o emphatically protest
agaloet the mevement for the imiro-
ductlon of un aarepublican and prlest-
ridden state into the Uslen.'’

Candidly is not this anolher evidence
of the union of . churchapdstate in
Utsh? Not only this, but it i8 an at- |
tempt on the part of those engaiging 1o
Lhis bnginess to bring this Dation|
into -the pitiable sand bomillat-
ing posilion ol a priest-ridden conn-
try. The prlests asre mnot only
agked, a5 their part of the programme,
to interfere ln rmatters of stale in &
porely local capsecity, bot to urge
their fellow-clergymen thronghout
the Jand to direct their church mem-
bers to bring a pressurs to bear upon
the state sfFairs of the nation at large,
ind use a compnlsory process npofd
the national legislsture im -order to
attalp their desires end desigos.

It bas been exempiified times with
out number that those whoo have .lald
the chareges of priestly luterference,
priest-ridiug and onlon of Charch and
State at the doors of the **Mormoons,”
ure glariogly goilty of Lthose actsthems
selves. Tocover np their own dolog
they cr{\; *!Tis you who are guilty.”
But whoever expects couasisteucy
from the sourcé reterred o0 will meet
with disappolotment.

.One thing i# clear in this conncction;
al! disclaimers rekardipg the pressure
nrought to pear agaioet the Litter-da
Saints belng largely in the nature ot
religions as well sy political crosade
fail flat before tme comulation o1
Zountains of evideoce establishing
the fact.

" The question rezolves itself ioto

this point—Whether the pation and
the Congress are to be dictated in s
coercive and unscrupulous spirit re-
garding the treatment of Utah by s
combination of politicians apd priests.

il ek
THE DIRECT TAX BILL.

A FEW daye ago, a dispatch publisbet
11 the Nxws aononnced that the Bouse
of Repreaentatives at Washington had
pasged the direct tax bill, & measur
which bas been pending before Con-
gresd'for a long time snd the subjec
of conslderable discussiom then and
thronghont the country, It is not,
4§ S0mMe people think, & bill imposing
&tax, bot the reverse—it proposes to
reftund money collected under a tax.
This would, on thefate of the propo-
sition, sirike the average reader as o

very llberal armd Just arrangement for
disposing of the surplus, ora part of
it, but that {8 & questisn concernlbg
wioich there are as usual two sldes.
The direct tax npen the property of
individnsls was made at - aL eatly

ot their heirs the amonant of thelr re- .
spective payments would be impossi-
the, that the money now In the Tréss-
ury was largely pald by the Sounthern
Sintes for the purpose of carrying on
the government a3 it s, and. that the
proposed proceediog iy unlawlol, un-
just and unprecedented. .

‘Lhe whole smonant collected by the
direct taxatlion meusure proposed to be

returned I8 $11,416,334, divided as
tollows:
4 Amount
State. Repapable.
DelAWAIC. v vre.--: RN e [
Maryland .... . 488,823
Michigan .... 501,761
Minnesota .. 108,024
Missouri .. 764,127
New York. 1. 2,600,018
Obifaeciinioieenns .. 1,567,089
Yennsylvoain...... . 1L,9IGTIH
Minoig.. o.uu.- .. 1,146,551
Inding ... . %A
) [ PP . 4oR 08
Kentucky.... vee 7i8,6%
Wesl Yirgloia...ooooioeeeiae 208,479

With a Treasury contalning & sur-
plos of tweive times tbat amount, or
thersnbont,jt would scem to be & 8mall
matter after all; but the opposition
does pot arise because of the amount
so mnch a8 on account of the example.
Those who oppose ugain bring up toelr
argaiment of a snrpius beiog & tempta-
tion—8n incentive—to departurefrom
well-settled principles of pood gov-
ernment, causing us to drift into vew
inventions tor disbursement and spec.
qlative if not corrupt schesies 1o Make
the naliona] accouut balance whh that
of the people; they point to the direct
1ax oitl, tu the Blzir educational bill—
both, 23 they adrit, having  tbe sem-
blance of iairpess bevlod them, bat
both, as they claim, being abrupt de-
partures from the terms of the orig-
inal cumpact, the paroral tendency of
whict I8 the weakenicy and underinin-
ing of the whole fabric: ;

Taxation is alwaye a vexation. How-
ever potriotic and publle-spirited
tae citizen, he is not disposed to part
with bls substance for no Immediste,
corpores] coosiderattén. IHe realizes,
of coatse, that governments must be
upheld r all thut Le¢ bas would be
valuciess by reasoon of being igsecure;
tor this reason he generaliy pays with-
out complaifit, but he compluains and
with good reason Wwhen tbe govern-
ment overtaxes him and enezages in
guestlonaole apd unnauthorizyd. pro-
ceedings with whet it does not require
“for it own use. ftfs auch thinga that
provoke contentton between the Dem-
octate and Repuabliczans as purtisans
whenever au{ guCch measnre as Llhe
direct tex bill is up for cousideratlon,
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LEGAL PENALTIES.

TaE severlty ot the punishmeny in-
flicted npoo u prisonar who hag been
convicted of a poblic offense cannot,
in many cases, be aven approximately
estimated from the length of the term
ol jmprisonment, or the amount of the
fine, to which ha s sentenced by the
coprt. A striking illustration of the
teuth of -1hls statemeut {8 furnished
by the case of Harper, an of-
ficer ©f the Fldelity DBank of
Clocienati. The failure of- this
bank created & great atir o
flmancial circles about two years ago.
Harper used its funds with which to
spectlate in wheat, and disaster st=
tending his illegitimate ventures, the
pank feiled for a vastsum, and Harper
was sentenced to lmprisonment for a
term of years. i

He was s bra iny and ambjtious men,
ind was devotedly attached to his

stage” of the war, it beifg then
4 pettled conclusion that all the)
«Xxisting resources ol the natlon were
oot sufficient to meet the eoormous |
=Xpednitores reqaired to keep up the
flebt. The greenback had noy thew!
peen brougiht tnto existence, we be- |
teve, and money {rom sohe spuUICE lu
{arge volumas, or leting the Confed-
arady 2o, was the issue before the peo-
ple. Atsucha ume, afd tnoroughiy
imbned with the Union spleit as the
{IeAL MAJOrity were, the tax wwas palo
withont much holdiog back; those
who ware stlently opposed to it wer
discreetly 8o, and paid without appar
ent protest, 88 the others did. By this
extraordinary means an immense fund
was collected; bat no one that we
have heard of ever attempted t0 justi-
1y the proceeding except Ou the plea
that war sets aside all rules conflicting
with it, and becomes snpremein nseilt
Of course none of thisgtax was paia
by the Suates in rebeilion, for obvious
reasons. ‘Fhe Territories were also
exempted for a different reascn, The
proposition, then, i8 to refund to toe
States which paid it the sioounts ro-
gpectively received from them, as esti-
mated. This makes it not only a parti-
san but a sectionat issue, the Republi-
cans for and nearly all the Democrata
againat it. Of course the latler do not
expect nor require that the Southern
States should ﬁet anything out of tne
distribution, because none of them
paid any of the amouat which {t1a pro-,
posed to distribute; obut they do claim
that war measnres were seltled by the
twar, and the Northern SBtates received
the tull benvfit of what they pald forp
furthermore, that a complets distribu.

nsm 8028 tO restere tothe tndividuals

"
g 1l

. has

wite and tamily. HIs reallzation of
ais positton, and the ndental snznlsh
which he suffered in consequence of

it, were as much greater than those of
a common thief meeting . s similar
fate, &8 his intellect was greater
-han that of the ordipary crimiual.
fle has mﬂ{'1 been io prison abont A
year, yet has lost his reason, He
imagines that he is in*communication
with heavenly beings, and that he has
the power to toretell futnre -avents.
He is but forty years of uge, apd
should -be in the ebpjoyment of bls
nignest poweré; but agooy of mind
pas seated a phantom oe Lhe ‘throne
of reason, and he who was called 1be
Napoleon of flnance has become 8 gib-

vering lunatic. .

We are not objecting to the
septence Upoa  him. . Maoy
men, in the same commuoity,
recelved & heavier one
for stealleg a mionte fraction of the
sum which he onlawfully appropristed
irom fonds entrosted to him by aB.
suspecting depositors. His crime
carried poverty aod distreas into msoy
s bome and counting room, sod It was
right that the layw should be vindicated
aud that he shonld suffer. The points
we make ato that a man ofbls tem-
perament wonld eofer more in Berviog
a sentence of days than mabpy ctimin-
als would werethey condemned to con-
finement 63 MADy years, and thatcourts
ooght, ip passing gentence, 0 exercise
wisdom aud discretion in measuring
the punishment they are metivg ont
from the siandpoint indicated by the
cave of Harper, as weil as by- other
rules for estlmating what jusiice re-
quires in a glven case, alWaYS - rémem-
hering what a blegsed quality 19 mercy,
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